
By Christina Casillas  
Staff Writer/christinac@latc.com 

Despite downtown Los Al-
tos construction, park-
ing laws are still being 

enforced along Los Altos streets 
– and the city of Los Altos is get-
ting third-party help to get the 
job done. 
	 Since July 1, the city of Los 
Altos and the Los Altos Police 
Department have partnered with 
ACE Parking for better parking 
enforcement across the city. City 
officials said the goal of the part-
nership is to improve the flow of 
parking, safety and accessibility.  
	 Anthony Carnesecca, Los 
Altos assistant to the city man-
ager, said during a March 25 
meeting that the third-party 
parking administrator would be 
able to track vehicle parking in 
timed parking zones by “digi-
tally chalking” vehicles with the 
use of ALPRs. The administra-
tor could also issue parking cita-
tions.  
	 While traditional parking 
enforcement may occur, Carne-

secca said the goal of the part-
nership is to free up police offi-
cers from parking enforcement 
duties to focus on enforcement 
responsibilities. 
	 While ACE Parking enforce-
ment officers will be issuing ci-
tations, Saskia Lagergren, Los 
Altos Chief of Police, said the 
company will not be benefitting 
financially when citations are is-
sued. 
	 “ACE Parking does not re-
ceive revenue from the parking 
citations they issue,” she said. 
“TurboData is still the parking 
citation processing company 
that the city of Los Altos uses to 
process citations, collect fines, 
etc, for the city of Los Altos.” 
	 The total contract amount is 
not to exceed $700,000 over the 
three-year contract, Lagergren 
added. The partnership is being 
funded by the city’s general op-
erating fund, according to previ-
ous Town Crier reporting.  
	 “However, staff is hoping the 
contract will be cost-neutral to 
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Park smartly: Los Altos 
partners with parking 
enforcement  agency

Hues of red, white and blue

S.M. LIEU/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

The Los Altos Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution organized a flag raising for 
the country’s 250th birthday July 3. The event, also hosted by the Los Altos American Legion Post 
558, included a trumpet performance. Organizers also launched a number of local events that will 
celebrate America’s 250 years as a country. Turn to page 7 for more Independence Day photos.
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Stop by our booth at the  
Los Altos Arts and Wine Festival!

Members of the Town Crier staff will be stationed in 
front of the Crier’s 138 Main St. office during the Los 

Altos Arts and Wine Festival Saturday and Sunday. Come 
greet us as we let people know what we do, who we are and 
how you can support us. We hope to see you there!

See PARKING, Page 5
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Support the Best Care for 
Women and Newborns
El Camino Health is nationally recognized as one 
of the best hospitals for maternity care. We’re 
renovating and expanding the Orchard Pavilion 
Center for Women and Newborns to meet a growing 
need in our community and create a welcoming 
environment that promotes healing and wellness.

Apricot orchards once blossomed where the pavilion 
now stands. A beautiful backlit mosaic will evoke this 
past and acknowledge the donors who contribute to build a center of excellence.

• 52 private mother-baby rooms large enough for a partner to comfortably stay overnight.
• Dedicated antepartum rooms for women with high-risk pregnancies.
• Enlarged neonatal intensive care unit designed for family-centered care.

Donor Wall, Render
Scale: NTS

1

ECH Orchard Pavilion
Exterior Donor Display 
March 27, 2023

3
All drawings and written material appearing herein constitute the original and unpublished work of Shannon-Leigh Associates, LLC and may not be used without prior written consent. © 2022

To learn more, contact Katie Kehriotis, 
katie_kehriotis@elcaminohealth.org or 650-988-7665.

Your gift is an investment in our families, 
our community, and the next generation.

Donate and personalize your tile on the 
Apricot Blossom Donor Wall 
elcaminohealth.org/apricot
4" x 8" tile — $2,500 donation     
8" x 8" tile — $5,000 donation

In honor of 
our children

Betsy, Sarah,
John and James

Lynn & Dave Jones

For the doctors & nurses
The Smith Family
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SERENO

650.947.2902 
anuzzo@sereno.com 
TeamNuzzo.com 
DRE 458678  |  DRE 1127187

We are here to help you fulfill  
your real estate dreams. Whether 
buying or selling a home we will  
guide and protect you every step  
of the way.

Loyalty.  
Integrity.  
Local Knowledge.

Alice & Alicia Nuzzo 
REALTORS®
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THE LITTLE STORE WITH SO MUCH MORE  THE LITTLE STORE WITH SO MUCH MORE  

hammerschmidtinc.com

(650) 948-4200

License #716400

Hammerschmidt 
Construction • 25+ years of award-winning Design + Build 

remodeling
• Integrated team for design, drawings, finish 

selections, permits, and building- speeds the 
process and assures accountability

• Fixed price contracts for peace of mind
• Whole house remodels, additions, kitchens, 

bathrooms, exterior landscapes
• Certified Green Builder
• 100s of local references

info@hammerschmidtinc.com

Contact us to help you 
create a home you love.

Around Town

The Fireworks 
By Christine Moore
Special to the Town Crier

Once the parades   	 
are marched out of steps 
and the grills           left to grow cold 

we will make our way 
        	 to drive-way folding chairs 
front porch perches   stadium bleachers 
or fanned out faded blankets 
toes will bury into slowly dampening 
             blades of green     or cool evening sand 
dozy toddlers           	 cheeks sticky in 
             red white blue sweets 
will wrestle with heavy eyelids 
             dogs will worry until worry is 
reassured    	 then in darkest of night 
             the blooms will open and glow 
sparks and spirals  	 will dazzle 
             and we will, as we have, as we will 
celebrate our unitedness              	 because 
             I am you       	 and  	 you are me 
in those crackling stars   	shaking above 
our heads and homes        	 
we will be    	 together       	  
we will know 		  weights are lighter 
held in many hands 
              radiance is brighter 
when flames glow in unison 
hearts are stronger 
when beating     	not for one             but for all. 
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News
Police Blotter Los Altos Hills fire sparked after equipment use

Town Crier Report 

A 1.6-acre veg-
etation fire near 
the intersection 

of Elena and Purissima 
roads was stopped by 
fire crews June 26, with 
no people injured or 
structures destroyed.  
	 A Santa Clara Coun-
ty Fire Department 
spokesperson said the 
cause was accidental 
when a person mowing 
the property sparked a 
fire while doing vegeta-
tion clearing. Although 
the person had a fire  
extinguisher with  
them, the fire esca-
lated too quickly to be 
stopped without help 
from firefighters.  
	 The fire started at 
5:37 p.m. and was con-
tained by 6:15 p.m. Five 
homes were threatened 
during the fire. In addi-
tion to the Santa Clara 
County Fire Depart-
ment, Cal Fire also re-
sponded and provided 
a helicopter with a crew 
of approximately six 
firefighters, with heli-
copter crews complet-
ing two water drops.  
	 The department also 
noted that one of the 
property owners near 
the fire had recently 
completed a Home Ig-
nition Zone (HIZ) in-
spection, which helped 
reduce the spread. An 
owner mowed the grass 
down to the dirt on 
their property, which 
caused the fire to stop 
in that area and allowed 
firefighters to focus on 

other parts of the fire. 
A HIZ inspection in-
volves local fire agency 
officials coming out to 
individual homes and 
walking the property 
for an hour to review de-
fensible space and home 
hardening options and 
making recommen-
dations for property 
improvements within 
a 100-foot defensive 
space zone, often re-
lated to vegetation, tree 
limbs, brush and plants. 
The Santa Clara County 
Fire Department urged 
the public to take pre-
cautions when clearing 
brush and landscaping, 
especially with pow-
ered equipment. Any 
work should be done in  
the early morning hours 
and avoided on high fire 
danger days.

	 The June 26 vegeta-
tion fire is the second 
in the last month in Los 
Altos Hills. A June 11 

fire in the 2700 block 
of Roble Blanco Court 
burned 2.8 acres and 
destroyed a pool pump 

house for an outdoor 
pool, with several other 
structures threatened 
by the flames. 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE SANTA CLARA COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

A fire along Elena and Purissima roads June 26 was sparked by the use of heavy equipment.

Special assessor election to cost county $13 million 
Town Crier Staff Report 

The Santa Clara County Registrar of 
Voters will conduct a special elec-
tion to fill the county assessor posi-

tion, to be vacated after longtime assessor 
Larry Stone announced his retirement last 
month. 
	 The Board of Supervisors June 25 autho-
rized the special election, which is required 
to be held within 120 days of Stone’s last day 
in office, July 6. The board also approved for 
the appointment of an interim assessor on 
Aug. 12. Stone named assistant assessor Greg 

Monteverde as the interim assessor, but the 
board has the option of naming an alternate 
interim assessor on that date. 
	 The special election is set for Nov. 4, with a 
runoff election, if needed, on Dec. 30. A run-
off would occur if no candidate received the 
majority of the votes.  
	 The election will cost the cash-strapped 
county $13.1 million, $26.2 million if there’s 
a runoff election. 
	 “This is a very unfortunate situation – 
hard to stomach the cost of this, but we really 
have no legal option,” said Margaret Abe-Ko-
ga, supervisor for District 5 that includes Los 

Altos, Los Altos Hills and Mountain View. 
	 Speakers at the June 25 meeting urged 
the county to consider ranked-choice voting, 
in which voters rank candidates in order of 
preference. The option, speakers said, would 
save the county millions.	
	 County Counsel Tony LoPresti said 
ranked-choice voting could not be done 
without an approved system in place. A 
county committee took up the subject in 
April. 
	 “There’s no choice here other than to hold 

See ASSESSOR, Page 6

Battery of spouse 
or cohabitant

	 July 4, 9:07 p.m.: 0-100 
block of Amphitheatre Park-
way, Mountain View
	 July 4, 10:14 p.m.: 2200 
block of California Street, 
Mountain View
	 July 5, 9:49 p.m.: 2400 
block of West El Camino 
Real, Mountain View

Drunk driver
	 July 4, 5:13 p.m.: Inter-
section of North Shoreline 
Boulevard and Pear Avenue, 
Mountain View
	 July 5, 2:23 a.m.: Inter-
section of North Shoreline 
Boulevard and Terra Bella 
Avenue, Mountain View
	 July 5, 11:17 p.m.: Inter-
section of Latham Street and 
Ortega Avenue, Los Altos
	 July 6, 12:15 a.m.:  
Intersection of California 
Street and Chiquita Avenue, 
Mountain View
	 July 6, 2:34 a.m.: Intersec-
tion of East Evelyn Avenue 
and Moorpark Way, Moun-
tain View

Financial crime 
	 July 3, 1:11 p.m.: 800  
block of Sladky Avenue,  
Mountain View

Grand theft
	 July 3, 9:36 a.m.: 100 
block of Lena Way,  Moun-
tain View
	 July 3, 11:15 a.m.: 700 
block of Continental Circle, 
Mountain View

Residential burglary 
	 July 4, 1:23 p.m.: 200 
block of Frances Drive, Los 
Altos
	 July 6, 5:03 p.m.: 500 
block of University Avenue, 
Los Altos

Theft
	 July 2, 12:37 p.m.: 500 
block of Showers Drive, 
Mountain View
	 July 3, 9:42 a.m.: 100 
block of Eldora Drive,  Moun-
tain View
	 July 4, 12:55 p.m.: 500 
block of Showers Drive, 
Mountain View

– Christina Casillas
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News FELIX TREE 
SPECIALIST, INC.

License #1029971

(408) 292-2095  •  (408) 723-1810
Cell:  (408) 806-4474

MAURICIO FELIX
F R E E  E S T I M A T E S

Read our reviews on Yelp to see how we can make a di�erence

Los Altos-based Home Care Agency for Elderly and Disabled

408-393-0977

If you’re not sure if it’s a SCAM, send
me an email, text, or call to FIND OUT!

liz@macsmart.com

SCAM BUSTERS

Liz O’Brien

To Subscribe to Scam Busters Service go to
www.macsmart.com/scam-busters/

PRICE

Realtor   DRE 01295757
650.483.2055   gotagent123@gmail.com

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker 
licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended 
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal 

may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

DENIECE SMITH

MM AATT TT EE RR SS

Foothill partners with union to provide 
trade programs with associates degrees 

Town Crier Report  

Foothill College has partnered with Sheet 
Metal Workers’ Local 104 and Bay Area 
Industry Training Fund to provide career-

seekers a five-year apprenticeship and associates 
degree free of charge.  
	 The program – which became available last 
summer – is open to all apprentices at the Inter-
national Association of Sheet metal, Air, Rail and 
Transportation. The association covers Northern 
California; this year, testing, adjusting and bal-
ancing, in addition to building trades service ap-
prentices, can take part in the program, accord-
ing to a June 19 press release.  
	 Prior to the partnership, college credits were 
given to those in the apprenticeship program. On 
average, about five students annually, for the last 
six years, would finish their associates degree, 
said Chris Allen, Foothill College’s dean of ap-
prenticeship.  
	 In addition to on-the-job training, the part-
nership between the fund and Local 104 will pro-
vide apprentices with credit for five out of seven 
general education requirements. Apprentices can 
take the remaining courses – humanities, ethnic 
studies and English – online during their free 
time or at the training facility. All associate de-
gree coursework is free to apprentices, according 
to the release.  

	 Allen and Tim Myres, Local 104 and Bay Area 
Industry Training Fund administrator, joined 
forces on the project in 2019 shortly after Allen 
joined Foothill. The apprenticeship curriculum 
was put together by Myres, Allen and other Local 
104 training coordinators and academic faculty at 
Foothill.  
	 “We’ve had two education systems running 
side by side for too long,” Allen was quoted in the 
press release. “It’s innovative work to shift the 
narrative that you have to choose between the 
building trades and college. This is the work we’ve 
been doing to really be in front of that. You have 
to educate the educators, so they can educate the 
parents. I’m not trying to tell you to choose be-
tween the apprenticeship and the college – I work 
for a college. You don’t have to step off one to do 
the other. You can do both, and we’re proving it.” 
	 While the apprenticeship program is currently 
voluntary, Myres said in the release, his dream is 
for it to be a requirement for all.  
	 “Now, we can say when you graduate our pro-
gram you can have an associate degree as a jour-
neyperson,” Myres said.  
	 Myres also hopes a continuing education pro-
gram for journeypersons will be the next pro-
gram Local 104 and Bay Area Industry Training 
Fund and Foothill tackle. 
	 For more information on Foothill College, 
visit foothill.edu.

TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTO

Apprenticeship students will soon be able to receive their trade qualifications and an associates 
degree free of charge thanks to a program created by the Sheet Metal Workers’ Local 104, Bay 
Area Industry Training Fund and Foothill College officials. 

the city with citation revenue canceling out pay-
ment to ACE Parking,” she stated. “Parking cita-
tions are not relied upon to be a revenue generator 

for the city. The city wants compliance from com-
munity members and this can be achieved through 
a combination of education, warnings and cita-
tions.” 
	 For more information on ACE Parking, visit 
aceparking.com.

PARKING
From Page 1



Page 6  |  Los Altos Town Crier  |  July 9, 2025

News

For the full schedule, visit
LosAltosRecreation.org 

or call (650) 947-2790 
for more information
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T U E S - S A T  5 : 0 0 P M  -  8 : 0 0 P M Mountain View awarded for sustainability
Town Crier Report

The city of Moun-
tain View is one of only 
112 cities and two states 

and regions in the world to re-
ceive the top “A” list status from 
the Carbon Disclosure Project 
for its leadership in environ-
mental transparency and cli-
mate action. Mountain View is 
one of only 37 cities in North 
America to receive top grade. 
The city also received an A 
score from CDP in 2023. 
	 “We are pleased that the 
Carbon Disclosure Project has 
recognized Mountain View for 
its leadership in sustainabil-
ity and climate resiliency for 
the second year in a row,” said 

Mayor Ellen Kamei. “The city 
council’s strategic priorities 
include sustainability and cli-
mate resiliency. We are work-
ing collaboratively with our 
residents and businesses to de-
velop policies and implement 
programs that reduce green-
house gas emissions, prepare 
for climate change and protect 
the community from sea level 
rise.” 
	 In 2024, nearly 1,000 cities 
participated in the program 
offered by the Carbon Disclo-
sure Project (CDP), an interna-
tional nonprofit that supports 
thousands of companies, cities, 
states and regions to measure 
and manage their risks and op-

portunities on climate change, 
water security and deforesta-
tion. Of these, 752 received 
scores, and 15% achieved an A.  
	 Mountain View made the 
2024 A list by demonstrating 
that it had conducted a climate 
risk and vulnerability assess-
ment, adopted plans that ad-
dress climate adaptation and 
mitigation, published a com-
munity-wide emissions inven-
tory, established mitigation 
and adaptation goals, and made 
progress towards achieving tar-
gets, a press release stated. 
	 For information  on the  
city’s sustainability efforts, 
visit MountainView.gov/Sus-
tainability. 

the special election and incur 
the expenses associated with it,” 
LoPresti said.  
	 According to the registrar, 
a candidate guide is being pre-
pared and will be posted on the 
registrar website “soon.” The 
qualifications to run for this of-
fice are set out in the govern-
ment code, including the stipula-
tion that candidates must hold a 
valid appraiser’s license in order 
to run. 
	 Stone announced his resigna-
tion June 23 after serving three 
decades as county assessor. 

Three days later, Los Altos Vice 
Mayor Neysa Fligor announced 
her intention to run for the posi-
tion in the special election. For-
mer Saratoga Mayor Yan Zhao 
also has declared her intent to 
run. 
	 The candidate filing period is 
July 14 through Aug. 8.
	 Stone has endorsed Fligor to 
be his successor. Fligor is cur-
rently working as a special assis-
tant in the assessor’s office. 
	 Stone explained the timing of 
his retirement decision. 
 	 “My office has been work-
ing diligently to find a vendor 
with a California-compliant as-
sessment management system 

to replace our four-decades-old 
system,” he said in a press release 
last month. “I am happy to an-
nounce that after a long request 
for proposal process, the (coun-
ty) board of supervisors ap-
proved the new system contract 
on June 17. I knew I just couldn’t 
leave until this critical project 
was moving forward. Now, with 
the new system ready to imple-
ment and the successful comple-
tion of my 30th assessment roll 
close, the timing feels right to 
step down.” 
	 Stone’s current term ends in 
December 2026. The assessor 
position will again be open in 
2026 for a four-year term. 

ASSESSOR
From Page 4

Mountain View FIre Department retains prestigious ISO Class 1 rating 
Town Crier Report 

The Mountain View Fire 
Department announced 
last week that it has once 

again achieved the highest pos-
sible Public Protection Classi-
fication (PPC) rating – Class 1 
– from the Insurance Services 
Office, Inc. (ISO). This marks 
the third time in MVFD’s histo-
ry that it has earned this desig-
nation. The MVFD remains the 
only fire department in Santa 
Clara County to hold a Class 1 
rating. 
	 The ISO Class 1 rating is a na-
tionally recognized benchmark 
of excellence in fire protection 
services. Department officials 

said it reflects a commitment 
to deploying state-of-the-art 
emergency response practices, 
maintaining robust infrastruc-
ture and minimizing risk to 
the community. This rating can 
also help lower fire insurance 
premiums for residential, com-
mercial and industrial prop-
erties across Mountain View, 
benefiting residents and local 
businesses. 
	 ISO evaluates fire depart-
ments every five years across 
critical areas such as emer-
gency communications, water 
supply, firefighter training, fire 
suppression capabilities and 
prevention initiative, including 
community education, inspec-

tions and outreach.  
	 “This recognition is a testa-
ment to the exceptional work 
and unwavering dedication of 
our firefighters, inspectors and 
support staff,” said Fire Chief 
Juan F. Diaz. “Being among the 
elite group of fire departments 
in the nation to achieve a Class 
1 rating is an honor. It reflects 
our mission to provide the 
highest level of fire prevention 
and suppression, prehospital 
EMS/Paramedicine, and envi-
ronmental protection services 
to the residents of Mountain 
View.” 
	 Mayor Ellen Kamei ex-
pressed her enthusiasm for the 
designation. 
	 “I am incredibly proud of 
MVFD for earning this presti-
gious recognition once again,” 
she said. “The Class 1 rating 
underscores the department’s 
steadfast dedication to public 
safety, public service and its 
vital role in keeping our com-

munity secure. This distinction 
not only enhances emergency 
response but also supports  
economic resilience, which 
may help in lower insurance 
costs for our residents and  
businesses.” 
	 Achieving a Class 1 rating 
places MVFD among the top 

1% of fire departments. Na-
tionwide, fewer than 500 out of 
more than 38,000 departments 
hold this distinction. According 
to the department, it serves as a 
powerful indicator of MVFD’s 
strategic planning, readiness 
and alignment with national 
best practices in the fire service. 

TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTO 

Mountain View Fire Department achieved the highest Public 
Protection Classification rating for its second year in a row.
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America, the beautiful
Community celebrates USA
Town Crier Report

Local residents, from 
fuzzy friends to  grand-
parents with their wob-

bling toddler granchildren, 
celebrated the Fourth of July 
together across different com-
munity events Friday. 
	 Residents marched from the 

Los Altos Hills town hall down 
Fremont Road during the 14th 
annual Fourth of July Parade, 
the caravan ending at Gardner 
Bullis School for other Fourth 
of July festivities. Los Altos held 
its annual Glorious Fourth cel-
ebration, providing attendees 
live music, activities and games.

S.M. LIEU/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

Above, community members create chalk art during Los Altos 
Hills’ Fourth of July Parade. Right, a child sits with red, white 
and blue facepaint.

S.M. LIEU/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

Left, the Fourth of July caravan is in full swing 
in Los Altos Hills. Below, a pup is tuckered out 
after the event’s walk and festivities.
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Comment
Letters to the Editor

Bike ordinance  
is too vague

	
	 I’m writing to express con-
cern about the new Los Altos 
ordinance banning bike riders 
– including those on pedal-
powered and e-bikes – from 
“trick riding” and using “pe-
destrian paths.”
	 The ordinance feels like an 
overreach that may uninten-
tionally target safe, everyday 
biking behaviors. It sends the 
wrong message. If “pedes-
trian paths” include the many 
cut-throughs in Los Altos 
that connect otherwise dis-
connected streets, this could 
significantly affect students. 
These paths are highlighted 
on the Safe Routes to School 
maps as preferred biking 
routes. Was the school district 
consulted before this deci-
sion? Redirecting students 
to longer or more dangerous 
routes seems counterproduc-
tive.
	 The “trick riding” ban also 
feels overly vague. I recently 
saw someone biking to town 
with their dog in a front bas-
ket. Do we really want him 
to drive instead? What about 
kids riding with no hands or 
doing wheelies in their own 
neighborhood? Are we really 
criminalizing this kind of nor-
mal, active play?

	 I understand concerns 
about unsafe e-bike use, es-
pecially downtown. But this 
ordinance feels like an over-
reach that may unintentional-
ly target safe, everyday biking 
behaviors. It sends the wrong 
message to young people – 
that biking is risky or unwel-
come – at a time when we 
should be encouraging out-
door activity and reducing car 
traffic.
	 Please consider revising 
this ordinance to address spe-
cific safety concerns without 
punishing responsible riders 
or limiting safe school com-
mutes.

Dan Beyer 
Los Altos

Ordinance lacks 
needed guidance
	 The front page Town Cri-
er e-bike article from July 2 
clearly explains that the new 
Los Altos ordinance bans all 
bikes (e-bike and old-fash-
ioned, non powered bicycles) 
from sidewalks. The new ordi-
nance exposes the importance 
of emphasizing the existing 
state bicycle rights and laws, 
particularly on the streets of 
downtown Los Altos. 
	 Two laws are emphasized 
on a street post at the entrance 
of West Edith Avenue, at the 

intersection of First Street and 
West Edith. Further down 
West Edith, multiple painted 
markings of bicycle signs on 
the pavement further empha-
size the probable existence of 
bicycles in the middle of that 
avenue. 
	 As a serious bicyclist, I al-
ways wondered why these two 
critical state bicycle rules (the 
three feet separation and full 
lane occupancy rules) are dis-
played on West Edith, but not 
on other downtown streets 
that are frequently visited by 
cyclists: Main, State or First 
streets. I have been honked 
at on Main Street and State 
Street by aggressive drivers 
expecting me to get out of 
their hurried ways. I believe 
now is the time for the exist-
ing state bicycle law to be dis-
played and emphasized along 

with the new city ordinance 
on ALL bicycle-busy down-
town streets.

Feraydoon Jamzadeh  
Los Altos 

Return pizza 
to farmers market
	 Shame on LAVA and shame 
on the pizza restaurants that 
kicked Pizza & Amore out of 
the farmers market. They sure 
know how to make our small 
town look small. Business 
must be really bad at local piz-
za parlors if they’re threatened 
by a husband-and-wife team 

showing up for four hours on 
a weekday evening.
	 Let’s not forget the LAVA 
employee who hung up 
on a resident and had no 
qualms about admitting it –  
plenty of shame to go around. 
	 I plan to boycott all the 
brick-and-mortar pizza plac-
es in Los Altos until Pizza & 
Amore are welcomed back. 
I hope all 139 people who 
signed the petition to LAVA 
will join me. Meanwhile, 
there’s plenty of great pizza in 
Mountain View and Palo Alto.

Pat Marriott   
Los Altos

Peek into the Past

COURTESY OF LOS ALTOS HISTORY MUSEUM 

Theodore Vail Halsey Sr. at his San Jose Telephone Company office, circa 1910. Theodore 
married Emma Wright in 1915 on the site of their future home in today’s Redwood Grove. 
The property was a wedding gift from Emma’s parents. The Halsey’s home was completed in 
1923, and Emma planted the redwood trees we enjoy today.
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Letters to the 
Editor

The Town Crier welcomes 
letters to the editor on 

current events pertinent to 
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Mountain View. Email letters 
to bruceb@latc.com. Letters 
should be no more than 200 
words. Include a phone number 
for verification purposes. 	
Anonymous letters will not 
be printed.
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A sign on West Edith Avenue in Los Altos shares two bike laws 
that Los Altos resident Feraydoon Jamzadeh believes should be 
emphasized in a bike ordinance passed by Los Altos city council 
members in June. 
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Athletes and Active Adults—don’t let pain hold you back. Relief starts here.
Want to recover faster? It’s time to try Shockwave Regenerative Therapy.

   Completely free. No obligation. Just answers and relief.
Book by July 25, 2025, to reserve your spot — spaces are limited!

  Click the QR code to Pick a time to talk! or, Call for Details: 650-584-0076

Author:  
Kim Gladfelter
MPT, OCS, FAAOMPT

• Executive Director
• Physical Therapist
• Pilates Instructor

Special Limited Time Offer
Special Offer for Active Lifestyles: Your First Step Toward Pain Relief is Complimentary From youth 
athletes to active adults, experience a personalized, drug-free approach to healing and performance.
Here’s How It Works:

• Call Us – Share your story and let us know where it hurts.
• Book Your Free 1-on-1 Demo Session – We’ll match you with a therapist who understands your 

condition.
• Experience a Customized Treatment Preview – Depending on your needs, your session may 

include Regenerative Shockwave Therapy, Stimpod Neuromodulation, or Rehab-Based Pilates, 
Physical/Occupational therapy.

The Go-To Therapy for Sports Injuries and Chronic Pain
• Rotator Cuff Tendinopathy / Shoulder Impingement
• Tennis/Golfer’s elbow
• Iliotibial Band Syndrome
• Chronic Knee Pain / Runner’s Knee (Patellofemoral Pain Syndrome)
• Plantar Fasciitis and many more injuries

The 3 Breakthrough Therapies That Work Best — Together
For optimal, lasting healing, PhysioFit PT uniquely combines three advanced therapies:
EMTT for deep tissue healing,
Radial Shockwave Therapy for circulation and scar tissue,
Focused Shockwave Therapy to precisely target injury root causes.
These three medical devices work best together.

Why More Athletes and Active 
Adults Are Turning to Regenerative 
Shockwave Therapy
• Typically six sessions for injuries
• Speed up muscle recovery & reduce 

soreness as needed
• 82%+ success rate
• No downtime
• Reduces the need for expensive diagnostic 

tests (MRI, x-ray)
• Lower patient out-of-pocket expense
• Promotes natural healing without medication

By Kaitlyn Stattler 
Town Crier Editorial Intern 

Local residents Jeanne 
and Stu Farwell have 
been volunteering at the 

Los Altos Arts & Wine Festival 
since its second year, making 
this weekend’s annual event 
their 45th. 
	 “We are happy to (do so) as 
long as we can physically do 
it,” said Jeanne, who married 
Stu 67 years ago. “And every 
year we say, ‘Oh man, can we 
do that next year?’ And here 
we are again.”  
	 Jeanne has had a long his-
tory of volunteering and giving 
back to the Los Altos commu-
nity. When her two children 
were growing up, Jeanne said 
“my job was to volunteer (at) 
everything,” to help out at her 
kids’ schools and with their ex-
tracurricular activities. She 
also volunteered for Deer Hol-
low Farm at Rancho San An-

tonio Open Space Reserve, 
eventually being hired as a 
naturalist at the farm.  
	 Stu spent 38 years serving 
Los Altos as a firefighter, then 
worked as a consultant for the 
Los Altos Hills County Fire 
District for another 20 before 
retirement. It was during his 
time with the fire department 
that the Farwells began volun-
teering at the festival, at the re-
quest of the city. 
	 “I think it looked good for 
the city to have city employees 
volunteer since they were pay-
ing back to the city for being 
employed by the city,” Jeanne 
said.  
	 The Farwells both moved 
to Los Altos in the early 1950s, 
when they were 12 years old, 
and met at Christ Episcopal 
Church on Orange Avenue. 
The Mountain View High 
School graduates married in 

Local couple nears 50 years of volunteering at festival 

See VOLUNTEERS, Page 10
COURTESY OF THE FARWELLS

Longtime Arts and Wine Festival volunteers Stu and Jeanne Farwell. 
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H E B E  L I 
REALTOR® Make 

your move.
650.889.6649 
LIC. #02024787

US TOP 0.1% REALTOR

      WE’RE 

HIRING
• Requires a vehicle with proof of insurance, and 

a clean CA driver’s license.
• Part time position, one day a week, on 

Tuesdays.

• Experienced.
• Flexible –10 hours per week.
• To assist with increasing the Town Crier media 

presence.

NEWSPAPER DELIVERY DRIVER

SOCIAL MEDIA ASSISTANT

Contact Howard Bischoff at 650-397-5213

Contact Dennis Young at 650-793-0185

SUNNYVALE MARKET
~ Family owned since 1976 ~

1356 S. Mary Avenue, SUNNYVALE(408) 212-4928

The Freshest Produce in Town!The Freshest Produce in Town!

5$ off
when purchase 

$50 or more.

PRESENT THIS AD FOR: Community

1958 and have lived in the area 
ever since. 
	 “We’re blessed that we can 
live here,” Stu said. “We have 
almost everything. And we 
don’t have a lot of the problems 
that exist in other areas too.”  
	 Before having children, 

Jeanne was crowned Miss Los 
Altos in 1956 at an event that 
served as a fundraiser for the 
Los Altos Chamber of Com-
merce.  
	 The Farwells have become 
familiar faces for people like 
Liz Williams, the marketing 
and event manager for Los Al-
tos Village Association, which 
puts on the festival each year. 

	 “They always have a friend-
ly face,” Williams said. “You 
know, they epitomize com-
munity spirit. They have a real 
sense of ownership and pride 
in their Los Altos community.” 
	 The Farwells are scheduled 
to volunteer from 10 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Saturday at the soda 
and water booth on the corner 
of Fourth and State streets. 

VOLUNTEERS
From Page 9

Mountain View’s 10th annual tech  
showcase scheduled to kick off July 16 
By Chloe Eshagh 
Town Crier Editorial Intern 

The city of Mountain 
View and Mountain 
View Chamber of 

Commerce are working to-
gether to host the 10th an-
nual Technology Showcase. 
The free two-day event runs 
July 16 and 17 in downtown 
Mountain View. 
	 The showcase features pan-
el discussions both days and 
exhibits the second day.  
	 The first panel, titled “The 
Future of Work: AI and the 
Workforce” is set for 5 p.m. 
July 16 on the SecondStage at 
the Mountain View Center for 
the Performing Arts, 500 Cas-
tro St. Leaders from Linke-
dIn, nSpire and the Krause 
Center for Innovation will 
discuss AI’s impacts on the 
workforce and how it’s trans-
forming industries, according 
to Amanda Rotella, Mountain 
View’s acting economic and 
vitality manager. This marks 
the first panel on AI in the 
showcase’s history, according 
to Peter Katz, the president 
and CEO of Mountain View 
Chamber of Commerce. 

COURTESY OF CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW

Those interested in robotics will be sure to geek out at some of 
the stalls, where they can get hands-on experiences and learn 
more about their interests, like the child above. See SHOWCASE, Page 14
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Financial Advisor

339 S San Antonio Road
Suite 1B
Los Altos, CA 94021
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edwardjones.com

Award-winning care, 
right at home   

Los Altos trusts IOA Home Care

ioahomecare.org l (408) 474-0680

Supervision  
and Safety 

Light Housekeeping 
and Pet Care 

Exercise

Personal Care

Meal Prep and 
Planning

Companionship
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Community

United Effort celebrates 5 years of helping 
unhoused neighbors in Santa Clara County
Town Crier Report 

July 1 marked the 5-year 
anniversary of The United 
Effort Organization, Inc.,  

    a Mountain View-based, 
grassroots nonprofit that has 
helped more than 2,000 indi-
viduals and families experienc-
ing or at risk of homelessness in 
Santa Clara County. 
	 Founded at the height of the 
pandemic on July 1, 2020, The 
United Effort began with three 
volunteers and a clear goal: to 
treat everyone with dignity and 
help them move from crisis to 
stability.  
	 Since then, it has grown into 
a trusted organization, with 
volunteers helping with public 

benefit applications, housing 
searches, mentorship, employ-
ment support, peer support and 
outreach – while also building 
online tools and partnerships 
that are shared across the coun-
ty. 
	 Agency officials said they 
have helped more than 150 peo-
ple move into housing. 
	 “This is more than just an an-
niversary,” said Wei Qun E, co-
founder and volunteer CEO. “It’s 
a celebration of what’s possible 
when a community comes to-
gether to care for its neighbors.” 
	 The United Effort Organiza-
tion continues to evolve, creat-
ing unique mobile tools, form-
ing strong collaborations and 

pushing for lasting solutions to 
end homelessness. 
	 “We’ve made great progress, 
but there’s still so much more 
to do,” added Claire Hubel, co-
founder and volunteer COO. 
“Today we pause to reflect – and 
recommit to the road ahead.” 
	 The nonprofit helps un-
housed people across the county 
– including in Mountain View 
and Los Altos. The United Ef-
fort has received funding from 
local funders, including the Los 
Altos Mountain View Commu-
nity Foundation and El Camino 
Health. 
	 To volunteer or support the 
organization, visit theunitedef-
fort.org. 

Mark your calendars: Looking ahead this summer
	 • 2025 Summer Concert Series, hosted by the city of Los Altos Parks & Recreation Department. 
Concerts held 6:30 p.m. every Thursday at Grant Park, 1575 Holt Ave. and Hillview Soccer Field, 97 
Hillview Ave. For more information, visit tinyurl.com/losaltosconcertseries. 
	 • Los Altos Farmers’ Market, 4-8 p.m. Thursdays, through Oct. 9, along State Street. For more 
information, visit downtownlosaltos.org. 
	 • Los Altos Arts & Wine Festival, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. July 12-13, downtown Los Altos. For more 
information, visit downtownlosaltos.org. 
	 • Rotary Club of Los Altos’ 50th Fine Art in the Park, 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Aug. 9 and 10, Lincoln 
Park, Los Altos. For more information, visit rotaryartshow.com. 
	 • Groundbreaking on 90-unit affordable housing project., 1-3 p.m., Aug. 28, 330 Distel Circle, Los 
Altos. 
	 • Mountain View Arts Festival, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sept. 6, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sept. 7, Castro Street, 
downtown Mountain View. For more information, visit mvartwine.com. 

TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTO

Those experiencing homelessness – like those living in RVs – are 
being helped by The United Effort Organization. 
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CALL CRISTINA TODAY!
(408) 806-1415 or (408) 578-5489 

DIANA’S PROFESSIONAL
HOUSECLEANING

Family business with experienced, reliable 
and dependable professionals.

Low rates with great Los Altos references.
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Do you need to 
have a Legal or 
Public Notice 

published?
Then look no further than the Los Altos Town Crier.

The Town Crier’s unmatched service can take 
care of your Fictitious Business Name Statement, 
Notice of Probate, Name Change and much more.

For more information, 
contact Melissa at 

(650) 397-5208, 
or email: 

 legals@latc.com

LE AD WHERE YOU ARE

• Global Leadership Experts – LIVESTREAM
• Silicon Valley Leader Spotlights – LIVE@FPCMV
• Live Event for Networking
• Community Connection EXPO
• Bring your team, staff, professional network, 

group or circle.

Discounts for Nurses, First Responders & Military, 
Teachers, Faculty, Students (ages 14-23)

REGISTER TODAY: FPCMV.ORG/GLS

Early Bird prices only through 
July 16, 2025

August 7-8, 2025

Bay Area –
Wide Gathering 
First Presbyterian Church of Mountain View 
1667 Miramonte Avenue @ Cuesta Dr.

Community

By Sandy Mingia 
Special to the Town Crier 

The Rotary Club of Los 
Altos invites the com-
munity to celebrate 

the 50th annual Fine Art in 
the Park, scheduled August 
9-10 from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
at Lincoln Park in downtown 
Los Altos. 
	 This beloved summer tra-
dition features more than 150 
juried artists showcasing ex-
ceptional works in painting, 
sculpture, ceramics, jewelry, 
photography, glass, textiles, 
wood and more. Attendees 
can preview artists’ portfolios 
at rotaryartshow.com. 
	 While enjoying the art and 
chatting with the artists, pa-
trons can relax in a festive, 
family-friendly atmosphere 
listening to live jazz, rock and 
blues performances. New this 
year is the community stage, 
where talented, local youth 
will perform.  
	 Local restaurants will offer 
a tempting array of food selec-
tions. Drink selections include 
fine wines from local vintners 
and craft beers.  
	 Each year, the event raises 
more than $100,000 for Ro-
tary’s local and international 
service projects. Every dollar 
earned by the club goes to or-
ganizations making a differ-
ence near and far. 
	 Local beneficiaries include 
the Foothill College Veterans 

Resource Center, Child Advo-
cates of Silicon Valley, Wes-
twind Barn, Hope’s Corner, 
East Palo Alto Kids (EPAK) 
and scholarships for promis-
ing, local high school students 
who have persevered in the 
face of financial or personal 
challenges. 
	 Internationally, Rotary col-
laborates with other clubs to 

support projects promoting 
health, literacy, sanitation, 
sustainable agriculture and 
the environment in under-
served communities across 
the Americas, Africa and Asia. 
Examples include eradicating 
polio worldwide and improv-
ing farming in the Andes. 

Los Altos Rotary gearing up for 
50th annual Fine Art in the Park

S.M. LIEU/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

Numerous booths manned by artisan creators will be open for 
passersby to peruse during this year’s Fine Art in the Park, put 
on by the Los Altos Rotary Club. 

See FINE ART, Page 13
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15 PIONEER WAY 
MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 
(On the corner of Pioneer & Evelyn)

650-960-6988 • SUNNYVALEFOREIGNCAR.COMMatt the Mechanic
Columnist for the  

Los Altos Town Crier’s  
“On the Road” section

lifeatbridgepoint.com  |  License #435200989

BridgePoint at Los Altos offers a charming

village-like setting with serene courtyards, lush gardens, 

and scenic paths lined with fruit trees. We provide 

independent and assisted living with personalized care. 

Enjoy guest speakers, enriching classes, and a cozy

fireside lounge—all in a warm, welcoming home.

ENJOY SENIOR LIVING LIFE
FULLY AT BRIDGEPOINT AT LOS ALTOS

SCAN QR OR CALL TO LEARN MORE 

650.482.8439
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Donate blood
	 St. Nicholas and St. William 
parish will host a blood drive 
July 27 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:45 
p.m. at St. William Hall, 611 S. 
El Monte Ave., Los Altos. 	
	 The parish encourages those 
elligible to consider making a 
life-saving blood donation. Ap-
pointments can be made at vi-
talant.org using the blood drive 
code: SNSW

Help CSA this summer
	 The Community Services 
Agency of Mountain View, Los 
Altos and Los Altos Hills is put-
ting out the call for more canned 
food donations, in the wake of 
increased demand.
	 “On a typical day at CSA, we 

provide more than 2,000 cans 
of food and other dried food 
items plus fresh food to over 200 
families,” an agency representa-
tive said. “Food donations tend 
to drop in summer months but 
hunger doesn’t take a vacation. 
In fact, when schools are closed 
for summer, many children eat 
fewer meals.”
	 Top needed food items in-
clude pop-top meals, high pro-
tein items, and low-sodium 
canned vegetables. 
	 CSA is located at 204 Sti-
erlin Road in Mountain View. 
Canned food deliveries are wel-
comed any weekday 9 a.m. to 
noon or 1-4 p.m. 
	 For more information, visit 
csacares.org.

Community Briefs

	 The event is organized by 
a dedicated team of Rotar-
ians and volunteers, led by 
art director Carol Dabb, who 
curates the high-quality show, 
and event director Royce 
Cablayan, who oversees the 
weekend with care and heart. 
	 Free vehicle parking will 
be available at Los Altos High 
School, Almond School and 
the Los Altos Community 
Center. Free shuttle service 
to and from the event will be 
provided by Rotarians. Valet 
bike parking will also be avail-
able. Leashed dogs are wel-
come. 
	 Rotary encourages guests 
to embrace sustainability: 
bike or walk to the park, bring 
reusable water bottles and re-
cycle on site.  
	 Join us for an unforgettable 
weekend of art, community 

and giving back. You may just 
find the art that touches your 
heart. 
	 Los Altos Rotary is part  
of Rotary International,  
the first and largest service  
organization in the world. 

	 For more information on 
the event, visit rotaryartshow.
com. 
	 Sandy Mingia is the Los 
Altos Rotary Club public im-
age chair.

FINE ART
From Page 12

TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTOS

Fine Art in the Park visitors of years prior admire ceramics and sculptures, above, and fine jewelry, below. 
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To list your Religious Organization,  
please email Janice at 

janicef@latc.com

9:00 Contemporary Service
and Sunday School

11:00 Traditional Service & Choir

1715 Grant Road • Los Altos
BETWEEN FOOTHILL BLVD. & FREMONT AVE.

650-967-4906 • www.ilclosaltos.com

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN LOS ALTOS

Come Share the Spirit

1715 Grant Road, Los Altos
650-967-4906  •  www.ilclosaltos.com

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN  
CHURCH, LOS ALTOS

Inspirational messages and 
great music! Please 

visit our website 
at ilclosaltos.com 

for more information!

Join us online or in person 
for worship at 10 am! 

460 S. El Monte Ave. (at Cuesta)
650.948.3012

office@losaltoslutheran.org
Email the office for the Worship Zoom Link

Rejoice in the Word + Sent in the Spirit

10am In-Person & Online

www.LosAltosLutheran.org

Los Altos Lutheran Church

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

RELIGIOUS DIRECTORY

Saint Nicholas and Saint William
Catholic Parish

Rev. Matthew D. Stanley, Pastor
St. Nicholas Church

473 Lincoln Ave., Los Altos

Sat:   8 am
Sun:  8 am, 10 am, 12 pm, 5 pm (French)
M-F: 8 am, 12:10 pm

Sat:  4 pm
Sun: 9 am, 11 am*, 5 pm
         *in-person & livestream

St. William Church
611 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

Mass Schedule Mass Schedule

650-948-2158 www.snswparish.org

People Ma�er. Truth Ma�ers.
                      The Gospel is Our Only Hope.

Service

Home of Los Altos Christian Schools www.lacs.com

www.bridges.church
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UNION CHURCH
A Community of Christ Followers Loving, 

Learning & Serving Together

www.youtube.com/ 
@unionpresbyterianchurchlos437

Worship 10am
~ Join us in person or online ~

858 University Ave. 
www.unionpc.org

(650) 948-4361

St. Simon  Catholic  
Church & School 

 
Please check our website for 

links to Live Stream Mass 
www.stsimon.church 

 

Mass Schedule 
Weekday:  6:30 am & 8:30 am 
Saturday:  8:30 am & 5:00 pm 

Sunday:  7:30, 9:00, 11:15, 5:00 pm 
 
 

Fr. Brendan McGuire, Pastor 
1860 Grant Road, Los Altos  94024 

650-880-1401 

 

First Church of Christ, Scientist

ChristianScienceLosAltos.org
See website for details and updates

401 University Ave,
LOS ALTOS

Sunday Service  
10am-11am

READING ROOM  60 Main Street 
Wed 10am - 1pm  •  Thur 2pm - 4pm

Sunday School  
10am-11am

Wed. Testimony Meeting  7:30pm
~ Call-in Available for Services ~

~ striving to live what Jesus taught us ~

> edwardjones.com  |  Member SIPC

We’re more than just a great rate

4.20%Bank-issued,
FDIC-insured

Aaron Chung, CRPC™ 
Financial Advisor

4966 El Camino Real Ste 125 
Los Altos, CA 94022
650 229 7804

6-month APY*

FDI 1916M-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P.  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 04/10/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones 
are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued 
but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account 
ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor 
for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are 
subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can 
decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. 
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be 
permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward 
Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are 
registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Community
	

The second panel, “The 
Growth of the Space Econ-
omy in the Bay Area,” is 
slated for 4 p.m. on Second-
Stage. The discussion will 
include experts from NASA 
and Lockheed Martin Space, 
among others in the field. 
They will highlight how 
aerospace innovation locally 
influences everything from 
national research to daily life 
and creates career opportuni-
ties in the process, according 
to a press release. 
	 “A lot of people don’t know 
that NASA Ames is right here 
in Mountain View,” Katz said. 
“... We want people to under-
stand how vibrant the aero-
space industry is here and 
how (NASA Ames) has been 
here for 80 years or more, and 
really get people more excited 
about what’s happening lo-
cally.” 
	 The exhibits and demon-
strations, many of them in-
teractive, will be on display 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. July 
17 in Civic Center Plaza, 500 
Castro St. 
	 “One of the things we tell 
our exhibitors is, this is your 

chance to showcase what you 
do,” Katz said. “This is your 
chance to tell your story. I’ve 
seen it so many times where 
a 10-year-old, a 16-year-old, a 
22-year-old will come to one 
of the exhibits and the exhibi-
tors will just light up because 
it’s a chance to tell their sto-
ry to an audience they don’t 
normally get to.” 
	 Katz added that the city 
and chamber of commerce 
seek input from local schools 
and the community when 
planning the exhibits and 
panels in an effort to make 
them accessible for everyone. 
He said they also emphasize 
engaging demonstrations.  
	 “We’re really trying to 
gear the showcase toward 
interactive experiences,” Ro-
tella said. “The demos, the 3D 
printing and being able to in-
teract one-on-one with some 
of these cool vehicles and 
technology. We really wanted 
to be immersive where tech 
enthusiasts, students and just 
interested parties are getting 
to experience it.”  
	 For more information on 
the showcase or to RSVP 
for  any of the panels, visit 
chambermv.org/technolo-
gy-showcase.

SHOWCASE
From Page 10

COURTESY OF CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW

Left, tech businesses, like drone business Matternet, will be at the 
showcase. Above, attendees get a look at cutting-edge tech.  
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O U R  M I S S I O N

FOUNDATION
JOURNALISM
LOS ALTOS

Los Altos Journalism Foundation 
is dedicated to educating and developing 

the next generation of journalists.

S U P P O R T  T H E 
NEXT GENERATION 

OF JOURNALISTS
Donate your tax-deductible contribution to 

Los Altos Journalism Foundation

138 Main Street, Ste. B. Los Altos CA 94022
or call Dennis Young at (650) 948-9000

WITHOUT YOUR HELP, LOCAL JOURNALISM COULD DISAPPEAR

Local journalism is fundamental to democracy 
and civil engagement, which only works with 
an informed citizenry. Ethical and balanced 

journalism creates transparency in government, 
business, and the whole of society. A next 

generation of journalists is critical to sustaining 
and growing local news oriented on public service.

Stepping Out
‘Constellations’ unites one couple across multiple universes 

  COURTESY OF SCOTT LASKY 

From left, Elana Swartz (Marianne) and Thomas Nguyen (Roland) perform in “Constellations” at 
the Pear Theatre. The show runs through July 20. The play focuses on the love and pain of a couple 
who have to make difficult decisions as they move through life together.

By Brandon Roth
Staff Writer/brandonr@latc.com

Have you ever consid-
ered all the count-
less decisions you 

make throughout the day 
and the effects of each one? 

The Pear Theatre is show-
casing the many timelines 
of a relationship through 
playwright Nick Payne’s 
Broadway 2012 debut play 
“Constellations.” In this 
play, we see Roland, played 
by George Alexander K., 
Thomas Nguyen and Sa-
hil Singh, and Marianne, 
played by Raven Douglas, 
Elana Swartz and Vivienne 
Truong, navigate their lives 
with one another through 
heartbreak, joyous occa-
sions, and life-changing 
moments. 

All six actors who appear 
on stage play out the vari-
ous scenarios in different 
universes. The actors, who 

are each paired off, decide 
on one action, affecting the 
other actors in a different 
timeline, who will have a 
slightly different role in 
their dialogue. The char-
acters follow one main sto-
ryline, but split off through 
the changes and outcomes.

Swartz and Nguyen are 
the first version of the char-
acters we see appear under 
the spotlight on the stage. 
While they are performing, 
we see the other multiverse 
couples, Troung and Alex-
ander K. and Douglas and 
Singh sitting in darkness 
as they wait their turn. The 
story starts with the cou-
ple’s first meeting togeth-
er, setting off the chain of 
events for the next couple 
to appear.

It is difficult to predict 
the outcomes of a person’s 
life, but this play predicts 
or suggests the directions 

one’s life can take. Mari-
anne, who is a physicist, is 
obsessed with the secrets to 
life and finding evidence  of 
her own free will. Roland, 
who is a foil to Marianne’s 
complex nature and a bee-
keeper by trade, wants her 
to be happy and distracted 
from the complications of 
the universe. Both charac-
ters are destined to be to-
gether and are the sources 
for the rapid changes they 
both experience. 

When each couple reacts 
or decides to speak, each 
subtle moment can be a 
catastrophic or safe experi-
ence for them. As the play 
moves along, we see them 
move in and out of their 
lives and come together 
when they are at their 
lowest points. The story 
weaves through their expe-
riences, showing the differ-
ent couples going through 

turmoil at different points 
in the show.

The play explores that 
people are lost without 
each other. We are con-
trolled by the laws of the 
universe and each person 
we meet creates new pos-
sibilities for us. We are 
the performers of our own 
lives and we are provided 
with options of how to 
grow with the community 
that we surround ourselves 
with.

Each performer in the 

show reflects that everyone 
can create their own path 
and become different peo-
ple through their choices. 
In this show, we can’t pre-
tend that our small impacts 
won’t matter. Everything 
we decide to do in the end 
will ultimately lead to a 
new future.

The show is expected to 
close on July 20. General 
admission is $45. To learn 
more about “Constella-
tions,” visit thepear.org/
whats-playing. 

To pitch a story for Stepping Out, email section editor 
Brandon Roth at brandonr@latc.com.
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COURTESY OF ZOE CHIEN 

Zoe Chien, a Mountain View Resident, is a member of Silicon Valley Youth Climate Action. The 
group’s goal is to prevent climate change through local policy and partnering with other chapters. 

COURTESY OF PBS NEWS STUDENT REPORTING LAB

Eason Dong and Evelyn Chao, both recent graduates of Los Altos High School and close friends, 
got the opportunity to participate in a national PBS Podcast called “On Our Minds.”

By Amalia Tormala
Los Altos Town Crier Intern

When local student 
Zoe Chien first tried 
to make her mark in 

the climate policy scene, it was 
to no avail. 
	 Between intimidation and 
not knowing where to start, the 
Mountain View resident said 
she faced multiple roadblocks 
in becoming a driving voice in 
climate policy, her voice blend-
ing into the masses of curious 
and passionate climate activ-
ists. But, after joining Silicon 
Valley Youth Climate Action, 
achieving change became easi-
er – thanks largely to the new 
Mountain View-Los Altos ac-
tion team Chien created.
	 “It’s really important that 
we created the MVLA team 
to initiate a deeper and more 
meaningful impact around 
the Mountain View-Los Altos 
area,” Chien said. “Expanding 
this team to Mountain View 
and Los Altos will allow us to 
mobilize even more students to 
help create larger change in the 

broader area.”
	 SVYCA is a youth-led non-
profit aiming to combat climate 
change through policy and ed-
ucation initiatives, according 
to longtime member and ris-
ing freshman at Stanford Uni-
versity Jayden Wan. Founded 
in 2019, the organization has 
grown to include 12 action 
teams across three counties: 
Santa Clara, San Mateo and Al-
ameda. 
	 Chien, a rising junior at The 
Nueva School, joined the orga-
nization in late 2024. Despite 
being a newer member, she 
sparked discussion of the new 
MVLA action team just this 
January, and Chien said the 
team is off to a great start.
	 “Right now, we’re mostly 
focusing on outreaching to dif-
ferent (prospective) members, 
and we’re also starting on some 
of our actual environmental 
initiatives,” Chien said.
	 Ultimately, after finishing 
up outreach and initial proj-
ects, Chien said the goal of the 
MVLA branch is to collaborate 
with the other chapters of SVY-

	 “One of the most unique 
parts about building a branch 
under SVYCA is the incredible 

opportunity to get adequate 

See CLIMATE, Page 17

LAHS students host PBS podcast on student wellness

MV teen creates local chapter of nonprofit combating climate change

By Brandon Roth
Staff Writer/brandonr@latc.com

Many students feel 
isolated in their 
crises. They feel 

overwhelmed with their 
emotions as they grow up, 
unsure of their decisions and 
feeling powerless to ask for 
help. It is sometimes a battle to 
connect with others, but there 
is a feeling of being uplifted 
when one can start opening up 
to their friends and learning 
from people their age. 

Eason Dong and Evelyn 
Chao, both recent graduates 
of Los Altos High School, 
are close friends who never 
expected to host a podcast 
with each other. Dong, who 
has journalism experience 
working as a photography 
editor for the student-run Mid 
Peninsula Post, said Chao and 
he connect really well. When 
the opportunity came from 
his Digital Communication 
and Yearbook teacher, 
Jodi Hwang, to apply for 
the National PBS Student 

Podcast, he pulled Chao aside 
at lunch one day and asked her 
to apply and co-host with him. 

“Evelyn, and I and our other 
friends would have these deep 
conversations while hanging 
out late nights or driving 
around and kind of talked 
about our academics and 
our stresses in life,” he said. 
“A part of me thought that it 
would be a good thing to share 
with other people as well and 
share our experiences.”

He said the application 
required them to submit a 
written and video essay to 
both express their dynamic 
and the topics they were 
interested in sharing with 
viewers. They received news 
at the end of their winter 
break that they were accepted 
and took the beginning of the 
spring semester to prepare 
and collect information with 
their East Coast producers to 
begin the project. 

Their podcast, which was 
called “On Our Minds,” 
allowed the students to 

CA and push for changes in 
the Mountain View-Los Altos 
area.

connect with their friends, 
family, community members 
and people around the country 

to get insight on academic 
pressure, overarching 
life lessons and provide 

affirmations to people that 

See ADVICE, Page 17
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LOS ALTOS LIBRARY 
13 S.San Antonio Road, Los Altos, CA 94022
650.948.7683 • lamngr@sccl.org 
www.sccld.org/losaltos

ad sponsored by

July is Park and Recreation Month 
This year’s theme is “Build Together, Play Together.” It is in celebration of the 
thousands of park and rec professionals, seasonal workers and volunteers who maintain 
our parks.  Check out a county park pass at the library for free vehicle entry.
The library also offers California State Park Passes providing free vehicle day-use to 
more than 200 participating state parks. Make sure to check out a pass, opens a new 
window from the library. Your library card gives access to these free park passes.

Schools

support and guidance and ac-
cess to resources,” Chien said. 
“We also have the special ex-
perience to get to build a team 
from the ground up and learn 
how to navigate that and then 
beyond that.”
	 To help build this team, 
Chien has help from several 
experienced SVYCA mem-
bers, including Sarah Adkar, 
a rising senior at Washington 
High School and co-lead of 
SVYCA’s Fremont chapter. 
Adkar said she has been help-
ing Chien and the other co-
leads of the MVLA branch get 
situated into the SVYCA co-
lead network.
	 “With the new MVLA 
Chapter, I’m really just hoping 
that they bring new ideas and 
insights, which the East Bay 
could use a lot of,” Adkar said. 
“In my opinion, we are (the 
East Bay is) kind of behind on 
the climate action game.”
	 Adkar has ample experience 
networking and spreading the 
word about SVYCA – includ-
ing witnessing the global reach 
of the organization – and said 
all climate progress must begin 
at the local level, starting with 
the action teams themselves. 
	 To recruit potential mem-
bers and help the organization 
progress, SVYCA hosts an an-
nual Leadership Summit, at 
which current members gather 
prospective members from 
across the Bay Area to learn 
about the organization’s cli-
mate efforts. 
	 Wan said the new MVLA 
action team bodes well for 
SVYCA, hinting at the orga-
nization’s promising future 
of continuous expansion and 

There will be a Goodwill and E-Waste event 
at Homestead High School, located at 21370 
Homestead Road, Cupertino, on Saturday, July 
26 and Sunday, July 27  9 a.m.–2 p.m. or if the 
trucks get filled. The school is asking people 
to clean out their closets and donate their 

clothing, shoes, toys, books, small appliances, 
e-waste and electronics. This event will support 
the school’s Winter Percussion group.

Email HemaLakhani@intero.com with 
any questions on unacceptable items or  
event logistics.

CLIMATE
From Page 16

ADVICE
From Page 16

To pitch a story for Schools, email section editor 
Brandon Roth at brandonr@latc.com.

the beginning when cameras 
were pointed at her, but began 
to feel more like herself when 
Dong began making jokes and 
their producer flew Briget 
Ganske into Los Altos to 
help them understand their 
workflow for the first two 
episodes. She said Ganske also 
helped them connect with 
other PBS student podcasters 
who worked on the same 
podcast over the years to get 
advice from them. 

“I didn’t have as much 
experience in journalism 
before this, but I’ve always 
enjoyed journaling and 
creating stuff that involves 
sharing my voice,” she said. 

“I think that this podcast, for 
me, was proof that I could do 
it on a larger scale and to the 
public. I hope in the future I’ll 
do more things that involve 
sharing my experience and 
my voice in ways that help 
people.”

Dong, who plans on 
attending University of 
Maryland as an engineering 
student, said he plans on being 
involved in journalism in 
college, such as broadcast or 
radio, as much as he can and 
also hopes to maybe intern for 
PBS which is located nearby in 
Washington D.C. Chao, who 
plans on attending University 
of California, Berkeley as a 

biology student, said even 
though journalism is not her 
path, the project taught her 
how to use her voice and gave 
her an opportunity to try 
something new. 

“Journalism, for me in 
general, has kind of given me 
a lot of opportunities and kind 
of insights into things that I 
didn’t think I would have since 
I’m going into engineering,” 
Dong said. “I have very 
different sides in my academic 
spectrum, but I think having 
that kind of broad experience 
is very good to have.”

To listen to their podcast, 
visit student reportinglabs.
org/on-our-minds/.

Schools Briefs
influence across the Bay Area. 
Thus far, SVYCA has thor-
oughly “addressed the needs of 
local communities,” Wan said, 
and, with the introduction of 
teams like MVLA’s own, he is 
confident it will continue to do 
just that.

The Leadership Summit, this 
year dubbed The Impact Sum-
mit, is scheduled for Aug. 9 in 
Campbell. 

For more information on 
the organization, visit svy-
outhclimateaction.org.

they will get through their 
mistakes.

“We were able to hear from 
different student journalists 
that would kind of make their 
own mini-stories,” he said. 
“It was nice hearing stories 
from people about their 
experiences from all across 
the country. I remember 
distinctly hearing this one 
story about a girl sharing a 
pen pal with an old lady from 
a church. It was sweet. It was 
nice to hear stories that you 
would normally have to go out 
and find.”

Chao said that as her second 
semester went along, she 
thought it would be great 
to use the podcast on her 
experiences to help those who 
are having a tough time. By the 
time the friends began filming 
their eight-episode series in 
early April, she figured out 
that one of the biggest things 
she experienced as a student 
was her impostor syndrome. 
She said no matter what 
she was doing, she felt like 
whatever room she was in, she 
would compare herself and 
convince herself that everyone 
else was more knowledgeable 
on a subject.

She said the project got a lot 
easier with time. She felt stiff in 

Homestead High School hosts Goodwill and E-Waste event
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Sports
St. Francis students 
donate equipment
to kids in Honduras
By Curtis Driscoll 
Staff Writer/curtisd@latc.com

Two St. Francis students 
have spent the past 
school year gather-

ing 100 pounds of used sports 
equipment to donate to chil-
dren in Honduras. 
	 Arya Jamkhandi and Aan-
ya Singh collected donated 
sports equipment for the Hon-
duras Child Alliance, which 
supports community-based 
programs in the Honduran 
city of El Porvenir and seeks 
to address cycles of poverty 
and lack of education in Hon-
duras by supporting programs 
around language, computer 
competency, science and art. 
	 Jamkhandi and Singh, 
both rising seniors, did so as 
part of Promoting Leadership 
in Athletics and Youth Sports, 
or P.L.A.Y.S., an organiza-
tion they created that pro-
vides used sports equipment 
to children to make a differ-
ence in the community. The 
pair grew up playing sports 
and started the organization 
in their sophomore year so 

underprivileged children who 
might not have the resources 
or money to get equipment 
could have the same experi-
ences. 
	 Jamkhandi and Singh part-
nered with Sports Basement 
this year as a location to do-
nate equipment, with the two 
also helping organize a drive 
at Presentation High School 
for a month and hosting a 
drive at St. Francis to collect 
soccer, baseball and football 
equipment. The two looked 
into potential donation spots 
and chose the Honduras Child 
Alliance because they thought 
its mission was making a dif-
ference and could help the 
most people. The year before, 
Jamkhandi and Singh donat-
ed 90 pieces of sports gear to 
the Boys and Girls Clubs of 
the Peninsula aimed at help-
ing underserved children in 
the community.
	 “We wanted to expand a 
little more just to see what we 
can do and how far we can get 
the equipment and the impact 
it would make, hopefully it 

would get bigger,” Jamkhandi 
said.
	 Singh noted many families 
in Honduras can’t prioritize 
sports and equipment due 
to the high costs, with their 
focus on getting food on the 
table or paying rent. Many 
kids often have to get jobs ear-
lier in life and may not have as 

many opportunities to stay in 
sports. 
	 “I think just being able to 
get donations of equipment 
takes a load off of the families, 
and they don’t have to worry 
as much about having to buy 
it themselves,” Singh said. 
“Arya and I both play sports 
ourselves. We know how im-

portant it is and how impact-
ful on our childhoods to be 
able to continue to play our 
sports.”  
	 Honduras Child Alli-
ance Executive Director Eve 
Horowitz said the recent do-
nation from P.L.A.Y.S. serves 

COURTESY OF DANI AND DAVID, MANAGERS AT THE HONDURAS CHILD ALLIANCE 

Children in Honduras receiving sports equipment from Promoting Leadership in Athletics and 
Youth Sports (P.L.A.Y.S.). The organization was started by two St. Francis students and donates 
used sports equipment to communities in need. 

Los Altos local Catherine Paulson signs Bay FC extension
Town Crier Report 

Los Altos local Cath-
erine Paulson has 
signed a new contract 

through the end of the 2025 
season with NWSL team Bay 
FC, the club announced last 
week.
	 Paulson, a St. Francis and 
Stanford graduate, is in her 
second year with the club. 
Paulson was on a short-term 
contract on the active roster 
through June of this year. 
She first signed with Bay FC 
in August 2024 as a National 
Team Replacement Player af-
ter graduating from Stanford 
in the spring of 2024. Paulson 
during her youth career also 
played for local club team 
Mountain View Los Altos 
Soccer Club. 

	 “Catherine has worked 
hard throughout this season 
and showed an incredible at-
titude and mentality,” Bay FC 
head coach Albertin Mon-
toya said in a press release. 
“Her presence on the field is 
felt in every session. As we 
prepare for the second half of 
the season, we are confident 
that her work ethic will be 
vital towards our playoff ef-
forts.” 
	 Bay FC also announced 
new contract agreements 
with four other players on 
the team: goalkeeper Em-
mie Allen, defender Joelle 
Anderson, defender Maddie 
Moreau and midfielder Jamie 
Shepherd. All four are now 
signed through 2027 with a 
mutual option for 2028.

COURTESY OF BAY FC

Bay FC midfielder Catherine Paulson, right, dribbling with the ball and preparing to make a pass.

See HONDURAS, Page 19
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Sports

To pitch an idea for the Sports section or to 
comment on its content, email section editor 

Curtis Driscoll at curtisd@latc.com.

approximately 25 children 
who participate in local soc-
cer teams, along with another 
75 children each week who 
attend the organization’s edu-
cational programs. Horowitz 
noted the equipment helps 
expose kids to new activi-
ties and supports their so-
cial-emotional and physical 
growth.
	 “All of the soccer gear 
collected by the P.L.A.Y.S. 
group is being put to great use 
by a local organization that’s 
running fútbol teams for both 
girls and boys,” Horowitz 
said in an email. “Our staff 
and volunteers are pitching 
in by working alongside the 
coach. It’s especially excit-
ing because, in many places, 
girls are sidelined from sports 

by around third grade – but 
that’s definitely not the case 
here!”
	 The pair will raise addition-
al funds through a bake sale 
this summer to send money to 
the Honduras Child Alliance 
so the organization can buy 
equipment and choose what 
it  wants to buy, as shipping 
costs for the equipment from 
the United States to Hondu-
ras were a significant expense 
during the donation process. 
P.L.A.Y.S. is selling cookies 
and brownies in boxes of four 
for $10 until the end of Au-
gust. 
	 Visit the P.L.A.Y.S. Ins-
tagram page at instagram.
com/playsfoundation to learn 
more about the organization 
and bake sale. Visit hondura-
schildalliance.org/ to learn 
more about the Honduras 
Child Alliance. 

HONDURAS 
From Page 18

COURTESY OF DANI AND DAVID, HONDURAS CHILD ALLIANCE MANAGERS 

Dania and David open donated sports equipment from Promoting Leadership in Athletics and 
Youth Sports, an organization started to help those in need by two St. Francis students. 
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Food & Wine

By Christine Moore 

It’s summer. The trees 
know it, heavy with 
fruit and sweetness. The 

sky knows it, clear with 
radiant blue and sunbeams. 
The grill knows it, fired-up 
nightly for al fresco dinners. 
And this recipe for blueber-
ry cobbler knows it. Relying 
on a summertime favorite 
berry, the cobbler celebrates 
warm evenings and seasonal 
bounty. 
	 It’s the kind of recipe that 
comes together so simply 
that I make it a lot over 
summer. In fact, I’ve taken 
to calling it my “show up 
cobbler.” Its ease of prepara-
tion and universal appeal 
make it the perfect dish to 
show up with for family, 
friends and neighbors who 
might need a bit of comfort 
in their lives. 
	 I’ve been known to leave 
the cobbler on doorsteps 
just as often as prepar-
ing it for a potluck. When 
someone in my life needs a 

reminder 
that they 
are not 
alone or 
that they 

are stronger than they imag-
ine, this cobbler delivers a 
reassuring message in every 
sweet bite. I encourage you 
to consider who in your 
life could benefit from a 
blueberry cobbler drop off. 
Bonus points if you’re able 
to include a pint of vanilla 
ice cream in your delivery.    
	 While cobblers are often 
made with heavy cake-style 
drop biscuits, this lighter 
version lets the fruit be the 
star of the show. 
	 The lemon zest is a whole 
lot like love. Even a small 
amount changes everything. 
The zest is essential to the 
f lavor despite being the least 
ingredient in terms of quan-
tity. Lemon balances the 
blueberry and sugar, creat-
ing harmony, while adding 
brightness and ensuring the 
simple dessert isn’t one-
dimensional – like love.

Christine’s Show Up  
Blueberry Cobbler 
Ingredients

	 • 3 1/2 cups washed, or-
ganic blueberries
	 •  Zest and juice of one 
lemon
	 • 3 tablespoons sugar

Preheat oven to 375°. Mix 
ingredients together in a 
large bowl then add to a 
9x13”, buttered baking dish. 

Silicon Valley Sips

Show up with love 
and blueberry cobbler

CHRISTINE MOORE/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

A nice summer day calls for a refreshing blueberry cobbler with a side of ice cream. This dessert is 
a great topper to share with your friends and to nourish those during a hard time. 

Set aside while you prepare 
cobbler topping.

Topping

	 • 1/2 cup soft butter
	 • 1/2 cup sugar
	 • 1 egg
	 • 1/2 teaspoon vanilla
	 • 2/3 cup f lour
	 • 1/4 teaspoon baking 

powder
	 • Pinch of salt

Cream butter and sugar to-
gether until f luffy. Add egg 
and vanilla extract and mix 
well. Add salt, f lour, baking 
powder and mix just until in-
corporated. 
	 Spray a tablespoon or 
small ice cream scoop with 

n o n - s t i c k 
spray. Evenly 
place batter in 
t a b l e s p o o n s 
atop blueberries. Try to cov-
er most of the berries.

Remove from oven, cool 
and serve at room tempera-
ture or slightly warm with 
ice cream or whipped cream.

Recreate the taco truck 
experience at home

Statepoint

There’s no better treat 
than Mexican street 
fare, thanks to the 

complexity of its flavors and 
the freshness of its ingredi-
ents. And this summer, it’s 
easier than ever to recreate 
the taco truck experience at 
home.

While the rich, slow-cooked 
flavors of Mexican cuisine 
can sometimes take hours to 
prepare, a new line of cook-
ing and simmer sauces from 
Cholula can help you recre-
ate these complex flavors 
without the time-consuming 
process. Bringing its signa-

ture balanced heat to 11 new 
products crafted with au-
thentic Mexican flavor, con-
venience and versatility in 
mind, Cholula can help you 
go way beyond Taco Tues-
days to whip up a broader 
spectrum of Mexican cuisine 
in your own kitchen.

To get you started, Cholula 
is sharing this mouth-wa-
tering recipe for quesab-
irria tacos, a crave-worthy 
spin on classic birria. These 
cheesy, crispy tacos are filled 
with tender shredded beef 
made with Cholula Birria  

See TACOS, Page 21

COURTESY OF STATEPOINT

There are many Mexican street food dishes such as birria, a slowed stewed meat dish that is served 
with a cheese taco. It’s a delicious twist on a traditional taco. 
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GREAT WINE SELECTION GREAT SELECTION OF BEERS

CHEESE SHOP

~ Family owned since 1976 ~

1356 S. Mary Avenue, Sunnyvale

HOURS: from 8am to 8pm Everyday!

(408) 212-4928

ZANOT TO’SZANOT TO’SZANOT TO’SZANOT TO’S
SUNNYVALE MARKETSUNNYVALE MARKET

FULL SERVICE FULL SERVICE 
DELIDELI

FULL SERVICE FULL SERVICE 
MEAT COUNTERMEAT COUNTER

TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

See our full menu at www.cafevitale.com
650-559-1500  |  987 Fremont Avenue, Los Altos

~ FULL-SERVICE BAR, INDOOR AND OUTDOOR DINING AVAILABLE ~
LUNCH

Mon – Fri 11am – 2pm  
Sat & Sun 12pm – 3pm

DINNER
Mon – Fri 5pm – 9pm  
Sat & Sun 3pm – 9pm

Mangia bene, stai bene! Eat well, stay well!

SPECIAL EVENTS:
Live Piano Music 
July 14 & July 25
Italian Nights 

Featuring Benito Rossetti  
and his accordion –  

July 18

Call us today to reserve your table!  Reservations are recommended.

Looking to host 
an event? 

We offer private and semi-
private spaces ideal for 

birthdays, anniversaries, and 
corporate gatherings.

Call now to reserve your table  
or book your next event!

Food & Wine

Cooking & Simmer Sauce, 
then fried until golden. Serve 
with warm consommé on the 
side for dipping for the ulti-
mate flavor experience.

Ingredients
• 3 pounds beef chuck roast, 

cut into 2-inch chunks
• 1 bottle Cholula Birria 

Cooking & Simmer Sauce
• 16 corn tortillas, warmed
• 4 cups shredded Monterey 

Jack cheese
• Chopped fresh cilantro
• Fresh lime wedges

Instructions 
1. Place beef and cooking 

sauce in electric multifunc-
tion cooker. Close lid. Set 
valve to seal.

2. Cook on high pressure 
for 45 minutes. When done, 
quick-release the pressure. 
Open lid once pressure inside 
pot is completely released. 
(Follow manufacturer’s safe 
operating instructions.)

3. Skim fat from surface of 
cooking liquid and reserve, 
transferring to shallow dish 
or pie plate. Transfer beef to 
large bowl and coarsely shred 
using two forks. Mix shred-
ded beef with reserved cook-
ing liquid as directed.

4. To assemble tacos, heat 
large non-stick skillet on me-
dium heat. Dip one side of a 

6-inch corn tortilla into pie 
plate with reserved fat to coat 
lightly. Place fat-side down in 
skillet. Sprinkle tortilla with 
1/4 cup shredded Monterey 
Jack cheese and layer with 
about 1/4 cup of shredded 
beef. Cook just until cheese 
is melted. Sprinkle with ci-
lantro, drizzle lightly with 
lime juice and fold tortilla in 
half to enclose filling. Cook 
just until browned on both 
sides. Repeat with remaining 
filling.

5. Serve with additional 
lime wedges and remaining 
sauce for dipping.

Craving a spicy, yet refresh-
ing beverage to wash these 
delicious tacos down? Follow 
this Magonadas recipe from 
Cholula. From the icy, sweet 
mango, to the fresh lime juice 
and uniquely salty, sweet, 
tangy and spicy flavors of 
Cholula Chamoy Sauce, it’s 
easy to see why this Mexican 
dessert is so popular.

Mangonadas 

Ingredients

• 16 ounces frozen mango 
chunks

• 2 cups mango nectar
• 1/4 cup fresh lime juice
• 1 cup ice cubes
• 2 tablespoons granulated 

sugar or agave nectar
• 1/2 cup Cholula Sweet & 

Spicy Chamoy Sauce, plus 
more to rim glasses

• Finely chopped fresh 
mango

• Lime wedges or wheels
• Tamarindo candy straws

Chili Lime Seasoning 
Ingredients

• 2 tablespoons McCormick 
Chili Powder

• 2 teaspoons salt
• 1 tablespoon fresh lime 

juice
• 2 teaspoons granulated 

sugar

Instructions
1. Place frozen mango, 

mango nectar, lime juice, ice 

and sugar in blender. Cover 
and blend on medium until 
smooth.

2. Mix all chili lime sea-
soning ingredients in small 
bowl. Spoon about 2 table-
spoons Chamoy on small 
shallow plate. Place season-
ing mixture on another small 
plate. Dip rims of 2 large bev-
erage glasses into Chamoy, 
then into seasoning mixture 
to coat.

3. Fill glasses 1/3 of the way 
with Mangonada mixture. 
Drizzle with some of the 
Chamoy. Repeat layers un-
til glasses are full. To serve, 

top with chopped mango 
and garnish with lime wedg-
es and Tamarindo candy 
straws.

Helping you achieve res-
taurant-level authentic Mex-
ican flavor at home, the of-
ferings from Cholula include 
simmer sauces like Fajita 
Cooking and Simmer Sauce, 
drizzling sauces like Cilantro 
Lime Cremosa Sauce, fan-
favorite toppings like Chili 
Crisp Sauce and season-
ing mixes based on popular 
Latin dishes. For recipes and 
cooking inspiration, visit 
cholula.com.

TACOS
From Page 20

To pitch a story for Food & Wine, email section editor 
Brandon Roth at brandonr@latc.com.
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Business & Real Estate
By Christina Casillas 
Staff Writer/christinac@latc.com

From diverse seasonings 
to coffee and wine, those 
with a curious palate 

may be delighted to know a 
store dedicated to feeding their 
curiosity is set to open along 
State Street in Los Altos some-
time next month. 
	 Founded by Los Altos resi-
dents Pooja and Shri Gorthy, 
the new store, Polymath, is 
aptly named. A polymath is 
someone with wide-ranging 
knowledge spanning multiple 
topics and areas of study, and 
it will especially serve those 
polymaths with interests in 
food and wine.
	 “(The name) Polymath came 
from the idea of having very 
curated stuff related to food or 
wine or coffee, all these things 
that we consume on a daily ba-
sis that are related to the palate 
to taste,” she said. 
	 Polymath was the brainchild 
of Pooja’s husband Shri, who 
was inspired to create a curated 
space with fresh, well-sourced 
herbs and spices for people like 
his wife. Pooja said the idea 
came to Shri after constantly 
hearing Pooja’s woes about 
spice freshness or needing a 
spice she couldn’t find. 
	 In addition to the herbs, 
food and coffee – which Pooja 
said they’re sourcing from 

around the world – the wine 
the couple will sell at the store 
are from Pooja’s wine brand, 
Calligraphy.
	 She said they wanted to re-
turn to farming – both Pooja 
and Shri’s ancestors farmed in 
India – and decided to pair that 
desire with their passion for 
good wine and its intricacies. 
	 Pooja founded Calligraphy 
in 2021 with two vineyards 
up north. Calligraphy offers 
chardonnay made with grapes 
from the Richard Dinner Vine-
yard, situated in the Sonoma 
mountains, and pinot noir from 
Bootlegger’s Hill Vineyard, the 
former site of a prohibition-era 
moonshine operation between 
Occidental and Sebastopol. The 
single-vineyard series wines, 
crafted by tenured winemaker 
Megan Baccitich, are produced 
in small batches yielding 200-
250 cases, Pooja said.
	 “We really appreciate the 
fact that wine can be made 
every year and it can be so dif-
ferent,” she said. “And we as-
sociated it with calligraphy. 
We liked the name Calligraphy 
because every stroke is differ-
ent, just how wine is different. 
Every bottle is different.” 
	 Polymath will be the only lo-
cation to offer bottles of Calig-
raphy wine, Pooja said, as it’s 

Store for curious palate set to open in Los Altos this fall

PHOTOS COURTESY OF POOJA GORTHY

Los Altos residents Pooja and Shri Gorthy turned their love of wine, good food and aromatic 
spices into up-and-coming store Polymath. Targeted toward those with curious palates, the store 
will be a haven for those looking for fresh seasonings, coffee, food and wine. The wine is also a 
passion for Pooja, as the store will be the first brick-and-mortar to sell her label Calligraphy and 
upcoming canned wine project Manuscript. 

By Alex Wang

In my years working with sellers in 
the Los Altos market, I’ve observed 
a fascinating paradox: Despite clear 

market data showing patterns in buyer 
behavior, seller pricing decisions of-
ten come down to individual comfort 
levels and market conditions that vary 
from property to property.

What the data shows
	 Looking at recent 90-day sales data 
in Los Altos, the numbers reveal inter-
esting buyer patterns. Of the 57 homes 
sold, the average list price was $4.88 
million, while the average sales price 
reached $5.21 million. Forty-one prop-
erties – more than 70% – sold above 
their asking price.
	 This trend reflects certain buyer be-
haviors and market dynamics, though 
every situation is unique. When I share 
this data with sellers, reactions vary 

widely. Some see an opportunity to 
price strategically, while others prefer 
a different approach based on their 
specific circumstances.
	 Recently, I worked with sellers fac-
ing a challenging situation. Based on 
comparable sales, we had several pric-
ing options to consider. They initially 
chose to list their home at $3.8 million 
– a defensible price point based on its 
features and recent comparables. After 
35 days with no offers, we reassessed 
our strategy. The market was telling 
us something, and we had to decide 
whether to wait it out or try a different 
approach. We opted for a significant 
price adjustment – a $300,000 reduc-
tion to $3.5 million. The response was 
immediate: Four offers materialized, 
and we ultimately sold for nearly the 
original asking price.
	 This outcome worked well for these 
particular sellers, though it’s worth 

noting that aggressive price reductions 
carry risks and aren’t appropriate for 
every situation.

Understanding dynamics
	 When strategic underpricing does 
work, several factors typically contrib-
ute:
	 • Search Parameters: Buyers often 
search within specific price ranges on-
line. A home listed at $3.8 million won’t 
appear for buyers searching up to $3.5 
million, even if they might stretch for 
the right property.
	 • Competition Effect: Multiple in-
terested buyers can create competitive 
dynamics where emotional decision-
making influences final offers.
	 • Market Perception: Properties that 

appear fairly priced relative to recent 
sales may generate more initial interest, 
though this must be balanced against 
potential risks.

Considerations
	 The hesitation many sellers feel 
about strategic underpricing makes 
sense. Valid concerns include leaving 
money on the table, market percep-
tion, and loss of negotiating position. 
These are legitimate considerations that 
should factor into any pricing decision.
	 However, sellers retain control 
throughout the process. Any offer can 
be rejected if it doesn’t meet expecta-
tions. The goal of any pricing strategy 
– whether at, above, or below per-
ceived market value – is to create the 
best possible outcome for that specific 
situation.

From 35 days to four offers: A Los Altos pricing strategy

Realtor Field Notes

See REAL ESTATE, Page 23

See POLYMATH, Page 23
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$3,598,000
10010 BRET AVE

J U S T  L I S T E D  |  C U P E R T I N O

Two contiguous adjacent lots offered with a combined lot
size of 18,600 SF. Purchase individually or together and
explore the potential for redevelopment in the heart of

Cupertino with top-rated schools.

10024 BRET AVE
$3,498,000

FOUNDER

Alex Wang |  650-800-8840
DRE 01351503

Business & Real Estate

only sold online and available 
at a Solage Resort and Spa in 
Calistoga and Menlo Tavern at 
Stanford Park Hotel. The shop 
will also be the only location 
to sell the project she’s work-
ing on, a line of canned wine 
called Manuscript. While she’s 
passionate about her bottled 
wines, she said she wants to 
make the wine-enjoying expe-
rience more expansive.
	 “We also want to target 
the audience who want to go 
camping, want to go hiking, 
and want to be able to have the 
ease of, you know, opening a 
can and drinking the wine,” 
she said. “So that’s our inten-
tion. To have really good, very 
curated wine in a can for peo-
ple who are out and about and 

who want to enjoy good wine.” 
	 While the brand names re-
flect the distinctive flavors and 
qualities of the product, Pooja 
added the names of her wines, 
Manuscript and Calligraphy, 
are related to her artistic pas-
sions. While she now works in 
tech, she studied classical mu-
sic in India and did some act-
ing. 
	 “My husband said, ‘I think 
calligraphy fits the way your 
life has been so far, it is very 
artistic and very diverse.’ And 
wine is also very much the 
same, so that’s why we chose 
the name,” she said.
	 Pooja has not set an open-
ing date, but she expects the 
store to open sometime in Au-
gust. 		
	 For more information on 
Calligraphy, visit calligra-
phy.wine. 

POLYMATH
From Page 22

Local expertise
	 This is where working with 
an experienced local agent 
becomes valuable. We can 
help evaluate different pric-
ing approaches based on your 
specific property, timeline, 
financial goals and current 
market conditions. Sometimes 
aggressive pricing makes 
sense; other times, a patient 
approach at full market value 
is the better choice.
	 Every seller’s situation is 
different. Market conditions, 
property characteristics, tim-

ing pressures and personal 
financial goals all influence the 
optimal strategy. The key is 
making an informed decision 
based on current data, market 
realities, and your individual 
circumstances.
	 Strategic underpricing isn’t 
right for every seller or every 
situation, but when conditions 
align, it can be a powerful tool 
to consider in your overall 
pricing strategy.
 	 Alex Wang is a Los Altos 
resident, realtor and founder 
of Rainmaker Real Estate. 
For more information, text 
or call Alex, 650-800-8840 or 
visit AlexWang.com.

If you have an idea for the Business and Real 
Estate section or would like to  

comment on its content, email section editor  
Christina Casillas at  

christinac@latc.com.

Have a comment or idea? Reach out

PHOTO COURTESY OF POOJA GORTHY

Bootlegger’s Hill Vineyard in Sonoma County supplies grapes for wine brand Calligraphy. 

VECTORMINE/ADOBE STOCK

Realtor Field Notes columnist Alex Wang offers pricing strategies and dynamics for the desirable 
Los Altos real estate market. 

REAL ESTATE
From Page 22
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Clara County on 05/16/2025.
(06-18,25-25,07-02,09-25)

153-T

ISHKA FLOW
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN716706

The  fo l l ow ing  pe rson  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business 
as : ISHKA FLOW, 1065 Mira-
monte Avenue, Los Altos, CA, 
94024,  Santa Clara Count y. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a n  i n d i v i d u a l . 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
Shweta Aneja, 1065 Miramonte 
Avenue, Los Altos, CA 94024. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  05 /24 /2025 . 
/ S /  S h w e t a  A n e j a  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 05/29/2025.
(06-18,25-25,07-02,09-25)

152-T

once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set 
for hearing on the pet it ion in 
the following newspaper of gen-
eral circulation, printed in this 
county : Los Altos Town Crier
Date: 06/18/2025
/s/ LE Jacqueline Duong
Judge of the Superior Court
(07-09,16,23,30-25)

171-T

FIT
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN717480

The following person (persons) 
is (are) doing business as: FIT, 
600 Fremont Ave, Los Al tos , 
CA, 94024, Santa Clara County. 
The  bus iness  i s  owned by : 
a  l im i ted  l i ab i l i t y  company. 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
IMPACT FITNESS, LLC, 600 Fre-
mont Ave, Los Altos, CA 94024. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  08 /04 /2000 . 
/ S /  T r a c e y  D o w n i n g  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/26/2025.
(07-09,16,23,30-25)

170-T

PRONTO LED DISPLAYS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN717402

The  fo l l ow ing  pe r son  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business 
as :  PRONTO LED DISPLAYS, 
727 Lakefair Dr, Sunnyvale, CA, 
94089,  Santa Clara Count y. 
The  bus iness  i s  owned by : 
a  l im i ted  l i ab i l i t y  company. 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
PRONTO ELECTRONIC DISPLAYS 
LLC, 548 Market St. #703770, 
San  Franc i sco ,  CA  94104 . 
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on: N/A. 
/ S /  M i c h a e l  H  H a w k i n s  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/24/2025.
(07-09,16,23,30-25)

169-T

PORTOLA WELLNESS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN717331

The following person (persons) is 
(are) doing business as: POR-
TOL A WELLNESS ,  881 Fre -
mont Ave Suite A5, Los Altos, 
CA, 94024, Santa Clara County. 
The  bus iness  i s  owned by : 
an  un inco rpo ra ted  assoc ia -
t ion other than a par tnership. 
The name and residence address 
of the registrant(s) is (are): Krista 
Fielding, 881 Fremont Ave, Suite 
A5, Los Altos, CA 94024, Lawrence 
Choy, 881 Fremont Ave, Suite A5, 
Los Altos, CA 94024, Zaakir Yoo-
nas, M.D. PC, 881 Fremont Ave, 
Suite A5, Los Altos, CA 94024. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  02 /22 /2011. 
/ S /  Z a a k i r  Y o o n a s  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/23/2025.
(07-02,09,16,23-25)

168-T

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

CHARLES C.T. CHIEN
CASE NO. 25PR200107

 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and 
persons who may otherwise be 
interested in the WILL or estate, 
or both of CHARLES C.T. CHIEN.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has 
been filed by GRACE L.C. CHIEN 
in the Superior Court of Cali-
fornia, County of SANTA CLARA.
T H E  P E T I T I O N  FO R  P R O -
BATE requests that GRACE L.C. 
CHIEN be appointed as per-
sonal representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be 
admitted to probate. The will and 
any codicils are available for exami-
nation in the file kept by the court.
THE PETITION requests author-
ity to administer the estate under 
the Independent Administration of 
Estates Act . (This authority will 
allow the personal representative 
to take many actions without ob-
taining court approval. Before tak-
ing certain very important actions, 
however, the personal representa-
tive will be required to give notice 
to interested persons unless they 
have waived notice or consented to 
the proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will be 
granted unless an interested per-
son files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will 
be held in this court as follows: 
07/30/2025 at 9:01AM in Dept. 
1 located at 191 NORTH FIRST 
ST. ,  SAN JOSE,  CA 95113
IF YOU OBJECT to the grant -
ing of the petition, you should ap-
pear at the hearing and state 
your objections or file written ob-
jections with the court before the 
hearing. Your appearance may 
be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a con-
tingent creditor of the decedent, you 
must file your claim with the court 
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court 
within the later of either (1) four 
months from the date of first issu-
ance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in sec-
tion 58(b) of the California Probate 
Code, or (2) 60 days from the date 
of mailing or personal delivery to 
you of a notice under section 9052 
of the California Probate Code. 
Other Cal i fornia statutes and 
legal authority may af fect your 
rights as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an attorney 
knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept 
by the court. If you are a person 
interested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any 
petition or account as provided 
in Probate Code section 1250. A 
Request for Special Notice form 
is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
Philip S. Sousa
1100 Alma St., Ste 210
Menlo Park, CA 94025
(650) 324-9300
(07-02,09,16-25)

167-T

STURDY FENCE COMPANY
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN717160

The  fo l l ow ing  pe rson  ( pe r -

CYSTEMATIC SOLUTIONS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN717575

The following person (persons) is 
(are) doing business as: CYSTEM-
ATIC SOLUTIONS, 309 Laurel-
wood Road Suite 17, Santa Clara, 
CA, 95054, Santa Clara County. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a n  i n d i v i d u a l . 
The name and residence address 
of the registrant(s) is (are) : As-
ghar Laique, 309 Laurelwood Rd. 
Suite 17, Santa Clara, CA 95054. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  06 /30/2025 . 
/ S /  A s g h a r  L a i q u e  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/30/2025.
(07-09,16,23,30-25)

173-T

ARTWORK BY TERESA H KO
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN716853

The following person (persons) is 
(are) doing business as : ART-
WORK BY TERESA H KO, 26480 
Anacapa Drive, Los Altos Hills, 
CA, 94022, Santa Clara County. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a n  i n d i v i d u a l . 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
Teresa H Ko, 26480 Anacapa 
Drive, Los Altos Hills, CA 94022. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  12 /31/2024 . 
/ S /  T e r e s a  H  K o  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/03/2025.
(07-09,16,23,30-25)

172-T

COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA
PETITION OF ALEXANDRA 
CYRIA EATON STANFILL
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME 

25CV468245

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 
1 .  P e t i t i o n e r :  A l e x a n -
d r a  C y r i a  E a t o n  S t a n f i l l
filed a petition with this court for a 
decree changing names as follows: 
Present Name: 
a. Alexandra Cyria Eaton Stanfill

Proposed Name:
a. Alexandra Cyria Eaton Strange

2. THE COURT ORDERS that all per-
sons interested in this matter ap-
pear before this court at the hear-
ing indicated below to show cause, 
if any, why the petition for change 
of name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the name 
changes described above must file 
a written objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at least 
two court days before the mat-
ter is scheduled to be heard and 
must appear at the hearing to show 
cause why the petition should not 
be granted.  If no written objec-
tion is timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING 09/16/2025 
at  8 :45 a .m.  Room : Probate
( b )  T h e  a d d r e s s  o f  t h e 
c o u r t  i s :  1 9 1  N o r t h  F i r s t 
Street ,  San Jose, CA 95113.

3. A copy of this Order to Show 
Cause shall be published at least 

sons) is (are) doing business as: 
STURDY FENCE COMPANY, 171 
Main Street, Suite 227, Los Altos, 
CA, 94022, Santa Clara County. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  m a r r i e d  c o u p l e . 
The name and residence address 
of the registrant(s) is (are): Michael 
T Hampel, 171 Main Street, Suite 
227, Los Altos, CA 94022, Cath-
erine B Hampel, 171 Main Street, 
Suite 227, Los Altos, CA 94022. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r a nsac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  01 /01 /1987. 
/ S /  M i c h a e l  T  H a m p e l  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/16/2025.
(07-02,09,16,23-25)

166-T

RUNELEAF PRESS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN717244

The  fo l l ow ing  pe r son  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business as: 
RUNELEAF PRESS, 2015 San 
Luis Ave, Mountain View, CA, 
94043 ,  Santa Clara Count y. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a n  i n d i v i d u a l . 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
Brian Gardner, 2015 San Luis 
Ave, Mountain View, CA 94043. 
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on: N/A. 
/ S /  B r i a n  G a r d n e r  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/18/2025.
(06-25-25,07-02,09,16-25)

165-T

SURESTAY BY BEST WESTERN 
SUNNYVALE SILICON VALLEY

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

FILE NO. FBN717209

The  fo l l ow ing  pe r son  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business as: 
SURESTAY BY BEST WESTERN 
SUNN Y VALE  S I L IC ON  VAL-
LEY, 1280 Persian Dr., Sunnyvale, 
CA, 94089, Santa Clara County. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a  c o r p o r a t i o n . 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
ROHIT CORPORATION, 1280 Per-
sian Dr., Sunnyvale, CA 94089. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r a nsac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  07 /26 /2019 . 
/ S /  B h a v n a  B  S h a h  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/17/2025.
(06-25-25,07-02,09,16-25)

164-T

VITESSE DETAILING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN717004

The  fo l l ow ing  pe r son  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business 
as :  V ITESSE DETAIL ING ,  55 
Mar ian Lane,  San Jose,  CA , 
95127,  Santa  C lara  Count y. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a n  i n d i v i d u a l . 
The name and residence address 
of the registrant(s) is (are): Gavin 
Joseph Regua-Jimenez, 55 Mar-
ian Lane, San Jose, CA 95127. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r a nsac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -

ed  above  on :  06 /01 /2025 . 
/S/  Gav in  Regua - J imenez  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/09/2025.
(06-25-25,07-02,09,16-25)

163-T

MXTECH & CHROMATIC 
HEALING

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

FILE NO. FBN717181

The following person (persons) is 
(are) doing business as: (1) MX-
TECH & CHROMATIC HEALING, 
(2) AMAN’S ACE OF TRADES, 
575 Piazza Drive, Mountain View, 
CA, 94043, Santa Clara County. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a n  i n d i v i d u a l . 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
Aman Ani t  Patel ,  575 Piazza 
Drive, Mountain View, CA 94043. 
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on: 0/23/2025. 
/ S /  A m a n  A n i t  P a t e l  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/16/2025.
(06-25-25,07-02,09,16-25)

160-T

ALEPH-B
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN717144

The following person (persons) is 
(are) doing business as: ALEPH-
B, 332 Forest Ave, #9, Palo Alto, 
CA, 94301, Santa Clara County. 
The  bus iness  i s  owned by : 
a  l im i ted  l i ab i l i t y  company. 
The name and residence ad-
dress of  the regis t rant (s )  is 
(are) : ALEPH-B LLC, 332 For-
est Ave, #9, Palo Alto, CA 94301. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r a nsac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  06 /10 /2025 . 
/S/ Michel El Khoury Maroun /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/13/2025.
(06-25-25,07-02,09,16-25)

159-T

Elite Events
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN717128

The  fo l l ow ing  pe r son  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business as: 
Elite Events, 1281 Lawrence Sta-
tion Road #402, Sunnyvale, CA, 
94089,  Santa Clara Count y. 
The  bus iness  i s  owned by : 
a  l im i ted  l i ab i l i t y  company. 
The name and residence address 
of the registrant(s) is (are): Fresh 
Global LLC, 1281 Lawrence Station 
Road #402, Sunnyvale, CA 94089. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r a nsac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  01 /18 /2025 . 
/ S /  D i a n e  Y o u e l  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/12/2025.
(06-18,25-25,07-02,09-25)

158-T

SHEERSARCASM
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN717087

The following person (persons) is 
(are) doing business as: SHEER-
SARCASM, PO BOX 235, Los Altos, 

Public Notices
CA, 94023, Santa Clara County. 
The  bus iness  i s  owned by : 
a  l im i ted  l i ab i l i t y  company. 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
Simpli f y Digital AI LLC, 1450 
Oak Ave, Los Altos, CA 94024. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r a nsac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  04 /20 /2024 . 
/S/ Annec - Ceci le Bel l isar io /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/11/2025.
(06-18,25-25,07-02,09-25)

157-T

INNOVATEACH
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN717069

The following person (persons) 
is (are) doing business as: IN-
NOVATEACH,  1269 Lakes ide 
Dr. ,  #3114 ,  Sunnyva le ,  CA , 
94085 ,  Santa Clara Count y. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a n  i n d i v i d u a l . 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
Stephanie Gervais, 1269 Lakeside 
Dr., #3114, Sunnyvale, CA 94085. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r a nsac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  05 /27 /2025 . 
/ S /  S t e p h a n i e  G e r v a i s  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/10/2025.
(06-18,25-25,07-02,09-25)

155-T

THE F1RST TAKE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN717059

The  fo l l ow ing  pe r son  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business 
as :  THE F1RST TAKE,  76 E 
Santa Clara St, San Jose, CA, 
95113 ,  Santa Clara Count y. 
The  bus iness  i s  owned by : 
a  l im i ted  l i ab i l i t y  company. 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
K AFFEINEX LLC,  2469 Ren-
field Way, San Jose, CA 95148. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r a nsac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  06 /03 /2025 . 
/ S /  C e l i n e  T r u o n g  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/10/2025.
(06-18,25-25,07-02,09-25)

154-T

VERY BLESSED CHOCOLATES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN716333

The  fo l l ow ing  pe r son  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business 
as :  VERY BLESSED CHOCO -
LATES, 2310 Homestead Road, 
Ste .  C1-308 ,  Los Al tos ,  CA , 
94024,  Santa Clara Count y. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a  c o r p o r a t i o n . 
The name and residence ad-
dress of  the regis t rant (s )  is 
(are) : VICTORY FINANCE INC, 
2310 Homestead Road ,  S te . 
C1-308, Los Altos, CA 94024. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r a nsac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  01 /11 /2018 . 
/S/ Weihong Victoria Bracha /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
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Richard Patrick Nuzzo, aged 
89, peacefully passed away on 
May 5, 2025, leaving behind a 
profound legacy of love, service, and 
dedication that touched the lives of 
everyone who knew him.

Born on February 14, 1936, 
in Fresno, California, Richard was 
the cherished son of Kay and Anna 
Kazarian. From a young age, he 
exhibited remarkable athletic talent 
and determination. As a student 
at Ventura High School, Richard 
emerged as a standout track star, 
earning accolades for his speed and 
competitive spirit, traits that would 
define his approach to life.

After graduating, Richard 
heeded the call to serve his country 
by enlisting in the United States 
Air Force in 1954. During his years 
of dedicated service until 1964, he 
was stationed at RAF Sculthorpe in 
England, where fate introduced him 
to the love of his life, Alice. Their 
connection was immediate and 
enduring.

Richard and Alice returned 
to California, where they forged 
a remarkable partnership that 
spanned nearly seven decades. They 
made their home in Los Altos Hills 
for over 49 years, lovingly raising 
their two children, Mark and Alicia 
Nuzzo. Their marriage, lasting 
just a week shy of 67 years, stood 
as a testament to their deep love, 
mutual respect, and unwavering 
commitment to one another.

Rick (aka “Mr. Los Altos”) 
dedicated many years of his life 
to serving others at the CAR, 
now known as Abilities United in 
Palo Alto at Mitchell Park, where 
he tirelessly assisted physically 
challenged and neurodivergent 
children in the therapeutic pool. 
His compassion and dedication 
to these children ref lected his 
generous heart and desire to make 
a meaningful difference in the lives 
of those in need.

Rick traveled extensively 
around the globe and was an avid 
fisherman. He was a passionate 
supporter of the San Francisco 49ers 

and became a beloved figure in his 
community, affectionately known 
as “the Beloved Bear” in the Festival 
of Light Parade, a cherished Los 
Altos tradition that brought joy to 
families year after year.

Rick was a beacon of light 
to all who knew and loved him, 
always offering a kind word and a 
helping hand to anyone in times of 
need. Family was the center of his 
life, and his warmth, generosity, 
and unwavering love created a 
foundation that will continue to 
inspire those he leaves behind. He 
will be deeply missed by all whose 
lives he touched.

Richard is survived by his 
beloved wife Alice; his two children, 
Mark and Alicia Nuzzo; f ive 
grandchildren Brandon, Ashley, 
Joshua, Elizabeth and Grant; and 
two and a half great-grandchildren, 
Sofia (5), Willow (1), and the newest 
bundle of joy due September 25, 
2025.

There will be a Celebration of 
Life held on July 19, 2025 at the Los 
Altos Golf and Country Club from 
1 pm - 3 pm.

HARRY 
EMERZIAN

March 6, 1938 – 
 June 18, 2025

Chuck Whitney, 82, former 
resident of Menlo Park, alumnus 
of Stanford Medical School, was 
an ophthalmologist with Altos Eye 
Physicians in Los Altos.  He and 
his wife were longtime supporters 
of Music at Menlo and combined 
their love of music with full 
retirement enjoyment of fly fishing, 
wine and wine making, and great 
food as Chuck helped to found the 
chamber music festival, Music on 
the Strait, and the Olympic Strings 
Workshop, all while holding offices 
on the Board of the Port Angeles 
Symphony.  Chuck died on June 
21, 2025.  He is survived by his wife 
Darlene and son Kendall.

CHUCK 
WHITNEY

RICHARD PATRICK 
NUZZO

June 21, 2025

February 14, 1936 – 
May 5, 2025

Har r y Emerzian was a 
beloved husband, father, grandfa-
ther, and friend. He was alive for 
87 trips around the sun, and he 
accomplished so much during his 
vibrant life.

Harry was a California boy 
through and through. Born in San 
Francisco to an Armenian father 
and a Belgian mother, Harry was 
the youngest of 3 rambunctious 
boys and was fondly known as 
“Baby Harry.” He spent his child-
hood attending Catholic school 
in San Francisco and working in 
his parents’ dry cleaning business, 
where he learned how to perfectly 
press clothing without ever leaving 
a crease. Later during his forma-
tive years, Harry moved to Selma 
with his family and farmed grapes 
on the family’s ranch. Harry’s 
years in Selma were spent with 
good friends, close Armenian 
relatives who were also neighbors, 
swimming on the swim team, and 
restoring and racing cars. Harry 
was the homecoming king of his 
high school. 

Harry had a work ethic that 
only kept growing. He became 
interested in engineering and elec-
tronics and developed these skills 
while serving as a Sergeant in the 
Army. After serving, he worked at 
Hughes Aircraft Company when 
Howard Hughes was still active 
there. He met and fell in love with 
Karen Leitner and the two were 
married in Laguna Beach in 1963. 
And from here, Harry’s profes-
sional life took off.

Harry attended college at 
Long Beach State and was the 
first in his family to earn a four 
year college degree. His Electri-
cal Engineering degree landed 
Harry a job which later brought 
Harry and Karen to the Philip-
pines for some of the best years of 
their lives. Harry was in charge of 
installing ten high speed “freight 
train size” transmitters for Voice 
of America (VOA). When he 
returned home, Harry quickly 
moved out of an engineering role 

¢

¢

and into executive management 
roles at Hughes, Watkins-Johnson, 
Loral (Corporate Officer), and 
Teledyne (Group Vice President). 
He traveled extensively throughout 
the Middle East and America dur-
ing his professional years. Harry’s 
warm personality made him a nat-
ural leader, and he connected with 
everyone in his roles. He cared 
about all people from the ground 
up. When Harry retired from his 
professional career, he decided to 
put his building skills to use and 
became a licensed General Engi-
neering Contractor. His first job 
was in the Hills for St. Luke’s 
Chapel and resulted in a letter of 
reference “...of the Highest Order.” 
For years Harry was seen zooming 
around in his white Chevy truck; 
always washed, full of tiny golf 
pencils and a scalding hot cup of 
black coffee. Harry also spent time 
serving on the Los Altos Hills 
Pathways and Open Space com-
mittees.

Harry loved sunshine, red 
wine, and golf. In his younger 
years, he loved swimming, run-
ning, and playing racquetball with 
friends. He gave the world’s best 
hugs. He always made people feel 
like they were the most important 
person in the room. Harry had a 
booming laugh, kind eyes, and a 
smile that lit up the room. He was 
a loving father who always made 
sure his kids had spending money 
in their pockets, no matter how old 
they were. He loved planning and 
organization. His suitcase pack-
ing skills were unmatched. In the 
1980s, Harry built his beautiful 
home from scratch with an archi-
tect and good friends who shared 
their expertise in plumbing, elec-
trical, tile setting, and woodwork-
ing. Harry and Karen continued to 
pour their hearts into their home 
throughout his life. He also loving-
ly rebuilt his 1940 Ford Pick-Up 
truck. He cared about timeliness 
and considered “5 minutes early” 
to mean that you were running 
late. Harry loved to BBQ and to 
go out for milkshakes. He always 
preferred a phone call or a face to 
face interaction over an email or 
a text. And, he never complained, 
even when he became sick and 
Parkinson’s Disease took away so 
many of his freedoms.

Harry will forever be missed 
and remembered. He is survived 
by his wife of 62 years (Karen 
Emerzian), daughters and sons in 
law (Laura & Nico Becucci and 
Sara & Mike Vogel), 2 loving 
granddaughters (Natalie Vogel 
(21) & Julia Vogel (18)), his nieces 
and nephew, and so many friends. 
Raise a toast to Harry when foot-
ball season starts up again in 
hopes that his favorite team, the 
49ers, will make him proud this 
year.

A celebration of life will be 
held for Harry in August.

OB IT UA RY N OTICE ¢¢

Datebook items are run on a space-
available basis for entertainment, 
events, classes and groups run by 
nonprofits in our circulation area 
(primarily Los Altos, Los Altos Hills 
and Mountain View). The deadline 
is noon Tuesday for the next week’s 
paper. Submit notices via email to 
bruceb@latc.com and include a con-
tact name, phone number and fee to 
participate (if applicable).

EVENTS

Los Altos Main Library. All events 
held in the main library, 13 S. San 
Antonio Road, unless otherwise indi-
cated. Monday Meditation & Mind-
fulness, 10:30 a.m. Mondays, Los 
Altos Main Library, 7 p.m., Wood-
land Library, 1975 Grant Road.  Po-
etry Community Hour Open Mic, 
7 p.m., first Monday of every month; 
Bay Area Games Day, 10 a.m. to 8 
p.m., third Saturday of every month. 
Other events: Retro Roadshow: Ma-
rio Through the Ages, 2-5 p.m. July 
12. Join an interactive presentation 
tracing the evolution of video game 
art and science through the lens of 
Nintendo’s iconic “Mario” charac-
ter. Dividend Investing for Finan-
cial Growth, 7 p.m., July 15. This 
in-depth program provides you with 
the knowledge and actionable strate-
gies to confidently build a portfolio of 
dividend-paying stocks for both con-
sistent passive income and substantial 
long-term growth. Paint-Your-Own 
Pottery Workshop, 10:30 a.m. July 
26. Materials provided, allowing par-
ticipants to design a masterpiece. For 
ages 13-18 years old. Programs are 
free and open to the public. Informa-
tion: (650) 948-7683, sccld.org.

REUNIONS
The 60-year reunion of Los Altos 
High School Class of 1965 will be 
held Aug. 16 in Los Altos. Informa-
tion: Jim Koski, (408) 313-4848, 
koskiphoto@gmail.com.

The 50-year reunion of Awalt High 
School Class of 1975 will be held 
Oct. 3-5, including a happy hour get-
together (Friday), reunion dinner 
party (Saturday) and pot-luck picnic 
and campus tour (Sunday). Tick-
ets are now on sale and all details 
are on awalt75.com.  Information: 
contact the planning committee at  
AwaltClassOf75@gmail.com.

CLUBS/GROUPS
Assistance League of Los Altos. 
Charitable organization benefiting 
youth of Santa Clara County. Open 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday. Located at Third and State 
streets. Information:  (650) 941-2610, 
assistanceleague.org/losaltos.

Datebook
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