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—I_1 POWER SYSTEMS INC.

Make your own energy from the sun and save!

At Cobalt Power, we take pride in delivering the best customer experience in

the industry. We have installed over 2,400 high quality solar systems throughout

Silicon Valley, and are getting new referrals from our customers every day.

Let us know when we can visit your home and show you how much you can save

by going solar.

Contact Cobalt Power Systems for more info:

Cobalt Power Systems, Inc.
2557 Wyandotte Street
Mountain View, CA 94043

CA Contractors Lic. #820697

cobaltpower.com

650-938-9574 SUNPOWER" AR
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¥ % SUNPOWER'
ﬁlﬁ} | 2019 National ”

Residential Customer Excellence Award
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Builder Abbie Bourgan

| creates a “transitional
contemporary” home on
Summerhill Avenue in
Los Altos.
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Gardens

Find tips for creating a
pollinator garden rich
with biodiversity, using
California natives and
other drought-tolerant
plants.
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SUMMERHILL

Summerhill showplace

Los Altos home offers warmed-up take on modern design

By Carolyn Snyder

Special to the Town Crier

Ever fall in love with a house
when you walk in the front door?

Home builder Abbie Bourgan aimed
to make that happen with his recent
project on Summerhill Avenue in Los
Altos that he calls a “transitional con-
temporary” home.

“It’s contemporary but with tra-
ditional elements such as a sloped
rather than flat roof,” he said. “And
the earth-tone colors of the exterior
warm it up.”

What distinguishes the facade is
the natural quartzite ledger stone from
India.

Continued on Page 6

LINDA C. KRAMER
DEBORAH G. RADIN

MEGAN V. WINSLOW/TOWN CRIER

A sloped roofline and the warm tones of the stonework soften the modern
exterior of this Summerhill Avenue home.

KRAMER RADIN LAW FIRM

Trusts | Wills | Estate Planning | Trust and Probate Administration
Elder Law | Conservatorships | Medi-Cal Planning

Dispute Resolution and Litigation
650.941.8600

280 Second Street, Suite 100 | Los Altos | www.kramerradin.com
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SUMMERHILL

Continued from Page 5

According to Bourgan, the latest
design trend locally has been a move
toward modern homes.

“Some of these designs look nice
and intriguing on paper or a computer
screen but may be impractical for the
site or don’t relate to how people use
various spaces,” he said. “They may
feel harsh, cold or out of scale.”

His goal was to build a house in
tune with the neighborhood — some-
thing with curb appeal, an impressive
foyer and the illusive “perfect floor
plan.”

The 4,237-square-foot  house
boasts high ceilings, a plethora of
windows and an open floor plan as
well as private spaces, such as a small
office nook off the great room. There are five bedrooms
(each with its own bath), an office and two garages (total-
ing 771 square feet), each with electric-vehicle charging
stations.

To the left of the foyer is the open living room and
formal dining room; to the right, a glass staircase leading
to the master suite and two bedrooms; directly ahead, a

.

R
g

MEGAN V. WINSLOW/TOWN CRIER

Built-in cabinetry and shelving are among custom features in the great room.

view through the house to the backyard with its mature
oaks.

The living room fireplace is flanked by windows and
faced (floor to 12-foot ceiling) with a high-density porce-
lain material from Spain that has the look of copper. Sus-
pended above the dining room table is a strip of crystal
prisms of varied shapes and sizes — one of several unique

Doors, Inc.

1200 Industrial Road #6
San Carlos, CA 94070
(650) 594-1183
(650) 413-1660
FAX (650) 594-9912

Lic# 717735
www.artisticgarage.com
email: artisticgarage@msn.com

" vz
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SUMMERHILL

lighting fixtures selected by Bour-
gan’s wife, Susan.

“Her influence increases as we
approach the finish stages,” Bourgan
said. “Although she is not initially
involved in the architectural design
phase, she certainly has veto power
on all aspects of a project and is not
shy about exercising it from time to
time. You could say she keeps me
from getting too creative.”

However, there is no lack of cre-
ativity in the house. For example, one
of the downstairs bedrooms is pre-
wired for a home theater video pro-
jector and 5.1 audio system if a home
theater is on someone’s wish list.

MEGAN V. WINSLOW/TOWN CRIER

Innovative touches A French oak hardwood floor and 12-foot ceiling contribute to a light and

Technological innovations also are airy kitchen whose color scheme — soft green and dark earth tones — echoes
featured in the kitchen designed by the outdoors.

Sherry Scott of Sherry Scott Design in Los Altos. leave rings on the countertop.”

“This meant not using the same tools and elements The eat-at kitchen island combines man-made quartz
which are now 20-plus years old,” Scott said. “For exam- and a next-generation countertop material called Dekton
ple, stone countertops have pores and need periodic seal- ina color called Trilium. It’s produced with approximately
ing. Today we have sintered particle slab surfaces offering
zero porosity, so things like red wine won’t absorb and Continued on Page 8
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] m;/
uring this unprecedented era good health is continually
NS During th dented d health is continuall
/\\\\\I{l///\ on our minds. Now is the perfect time to take 30 minutes
‘ to give your home a visual “check-up.” We have created a
35 YEARS simple checklist to assess the health, or problems, at your
home. Learn more at Harrell-Remodeling.com/Healthy-Home

)
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®
Harrell Remodeling, Inc. _
Design+Build START YOUR PROJECT TODAY! Harrell-Remodeling.com 650.230.2900
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SUMMERHILL

Continued from Page 7 i

80% recycled materials and evokes vol-
canic stones in warm gray, black and rust
colors.

“No two slabs are alike — just like fin-
gerprints,” Scott said.

The thermo-structured surfaces on the
European-style cabinets and drawers may
look and feel like natural wood, but they
are harder, don’t fade in a sunlit room and
are less susceptible to water damage.

The Miele six-burner gas range has a
touch-activated control panel, a griddle, a
warming drawer and dual-use ovens that
include steam, convection and microwave.

To create a warm and inviting space,
Scott looked to nature — dark earthy tones
on the island, soft natural green back-
painted glass for the backsplashes and light metallic cabi-
nets above the range to reflect the sky.

The kitchen flows into the great room, which features
a wall of glass opening to a covered terrace with a fire pit.
In addition, there is an outdoor kitchen barbecue. A dry
creek bed — Summerhill Creek — bisects the backyard of
the half-acre property.

Honored to serve
the communities of
Los Altos
Mountain View
Sunnyvale
Cupertino

[LLynn North

Let me help you with your real estate needs.

COMPASS
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| am personally committed to
your success in selling or finding
your dream home.

embrace new lifestyles.

| SOLD the last 25 homes in an average of 9 DAYS
— ALL FOR OVER THE ASKING PRICE!

MEGAN V. WINSLOW/TOWN CRIER
The master bath features dual vanities and a freestanding tub, as well as
an oversized shower and heated floor.

Different perspective

Bourgan likes the floor plan because it’s functional and
“great for indoor and outdoor entertaining,” but what he
likes best is the kitchen.

“I do like to cook,” he said.

His tech background has enabled him to bring a

650.703.6437
Inorth@compass.com
www.LynnNorth.com

DRE 01490039




different perspective to the conventional building ap-
proach. Smart Home technology and energy efficiency are
important components in the Summerhill house.

Bourgan didn’t become a home builder until 15 years
ago, when he and Susan and their two young daughters
moved to Los Altos. He earned bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees in electrical engineering from Northwest-
ern University and spent 24 years in high-tech product
design, development and management in the Boston
area.

“I have always had a soft spot for building and con-
struction,” he said. “I bought my first fixer-upper right out
of school when I was 22 years old. It was much easier to
buy a home back then.”

He and Susan even built their own 5,000-square-foot
Energy Star Certified home in a Boston suburb.

When he decided to make a career change, real estate
development was a natural fit, and Los Altos had greater
appeal than Boston because of the weather and housing
market.

One of his biggest fans is realtor emeritus Abby Ahrens
of the Abigail Company of Los Altos, who has helped in
marketing, sales and finding high-potential properties.

“He has a lot of common sense and instinctively knows
what people may want if they were building the home
themselves,” she said of Bourgan. =

SUMMERHILL

MEGAN V. WINSLOW/TOWN CRIER
The powder room’s vanity is “floated” on the wall to
create the illusion of a larger space.

experience
JUIDOOR

OUTDOOR LIVING

Mountain View | 1064 W. El Camino Real
www.terraoutdoor.com
650.969.2200
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GARDENS

Gardens that give

Plant an abundance of flowers

NATIVE PLANTS

By Tanya Kucak

Claude Monet famously
said, “I must have flowers, always,
always.”

I think of that quote whenever I see a
garden designed or inspired by Kate Frey.
She designs lush gardens bursting with a
multitude of flowering plants and hum-
ming with life, using California natives
and other drought-tolerant plants. In a pre-

sentation at the National Heirloom Expo, TANYA KUCAK/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER
A front yard of lacy phacelia, California poppies and other wildflowers is
Continued on Page 12 a magnet for pollinators.

C.S.L. 1
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(] .
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S phone. Usual in-person exam room
il consultations are available.
Juan Carlos Huerta g
P.O. Box 968, Los Gatos, CA 95031 o Y Friendly
= pracce © ) 650-962-8338 VI
(408) 833-2977 Q —— « NW.miramontevet.com A‘cc?a:ra.n
juancaﬂos @huertastreeservice.com % On Miramonte Ave btwn EI Camino & Foothill Expwy | Jeswid
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* Soft tissue & Orthopedic Surgery « Dentistry
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GARDENS

Continued from Page 10

she discussed “Pollinator Gardens: Gardens That Give.”

Frey designed and managed the organic public garden
at Fetzer Vineyards for 18 years, and in 2005 and 2007
she created gardens focusing on sustainability and bio-
diversity for the famed Chelsea Flower Show in London.
Both gardens won gold medals. They featured California
wildflowers as well as legumes and clovers.

“Gardens can be positive spaces for biodiversity,”
she said, noting that the ecological services provided by
pollinators offer benefits to people as well as to the eco-
system. “Vegetable gardens need flowers for beneficial
insects and for pollinators.”

At the Lotusland public garden in Southern Califor-
nia, “pollinator plants are placed around other collections
to keep the gardens healthy,” Frey said.

With gardens, people can “foster life for each other as
well as for the world,” she said. When Frey converted her
mother’s front lawn to a “flower field,” passersby loved it.
Her mom would “sit on the porch and engage with them,”
and it became a “vehicle of community” for her, Frey
said.

Rules for success
Frey offered the following rules for success.
* “Abundance, not minimalism” is one of Frey’s guid-

W

First Loc

& Security Technologies

TANYA KUCAK/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER
A small to medium flowering shrub, like this native cur-
rant, attracts a multitude of pollinators and beneficial
insects. One shrub can easily satisfy the 3-foot-by-3-foot
minimum patch size recommended for pollinators.

ing principles.

“Cram (the plants) in and maximize the planting
area,” she said.

* Plan for 12 months of bloom. Some bees are active

650-964-4040

905 North San Antonio Road
LOS AltOS (between Sherwood & EI Camino Real)
Service@lstLock.com

QUALITY » INTEGRITY = EXPERIENCE

Performing Essential Locksmith Services

Your Home Security Your Business Security

Our Company’s Obligation.

Following CDC Protocol ¢ Flexible hours to meet your needs. * Shop Closed - Call for Service.

BALDWIN EMTEK ZZMXEE medeco’ kwikset

Commercial = Residential

Locks Repaired — all brands, types, ages

Locks Rekeyed — keep your existing hardware
Installation — deadbolts, handle sets, smart locks

Replace — tarnished & out-of-style entry sets

Multi-Point Patio/French Door Locks — repaired, serviced
Medeco Locks — pick proof, keys that can'’t be copied
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Pushbutton Safes — convenient, secure, elegant

Gate Locks — push button convenience, privacy, security
Smart Locks — use your smart phone to allow access
Fort Knox Mailboxes — ultra high security
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LOCKSMITH LICENSE LCO4354
CONTRACTORS LICENSE 901913
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GARDENS

as early as January or February.

“Manzanitas are extremely important,” Frey said,
recommending willow trees and other early bloomers as
well.

* Choose plants that offer a diversity of floral re-
sources, she recommended. Flowers can provide nectar,
pollen, or both.

“Double flowers are inaccessible to bees,” she said.

Double flowers have extra petals that replace or
reduce the pollen- and nectar-producing organs. Other
plants that do not attract bees include ferns, grapes,
grains and conifers.

* Plant patches of the same species at least 3-feet-by-
3-feet.

“Honeybees practice floral constancy: They visit the
same plant all day long,” Frey said.

Massing plants enables bees to forage more efficient-
ly.

* Native plants are best, according to Frey.

“Honeybees go crazy for vinegar weed,” she added, a
summer annual that needs no irrigation.

Hayfield tarweed is another one of her favorite sum-
mer annuals for bees.

“We don’t value our native plants as much as we
should,” Frey said.

For instance, she noted, lacy phacelia is a 3-foot

Continued on Page 14

PLUMBING
STUDIO

2265 Old Middlefield Way
Mountain View, CA 94061

650-938-4502
plumbingstudio@yahoo.com
Call for appointments

Let us help design your new bathroom
or kitchen!

Serving
Santa Clara & San Mateo Counties
Here for our local community, no matter what, since 1981

Complete Propey Maintenance &
Yard Installation

e Landscape Design & Installation
e [rrigation Installation & Repairs
¢ Yard Demolition
* Curbing & Hardscape Services

All Inquiries Responded Within 48 Hours
Lic. #992858

| POWERS PLUMBING

& REMODEL

Bath and kitchen remodels
and home additions

650-938-4502

powersplumbingandremodel@gmail.com

www.plumbingstudio.com
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Continued from Page 13

California native annual used around the world as “bee
fodder” in orchards, but “not as much used in the United
States.”

* Use perennials, shrubs and trees as well as annuals.
One study found three times as many beneficial insects
in hedgerows versus weedy field edges, and twice the
diversity (number of different species). Frey singled out
coyote brush as “great bee fodder” and noted it also at-

-l- h tracts pest-eating beneficials such as predatory flies and
y parasitic wasps.

* Improve your soil with cover crops, and use compost
to feed your plants.

“Diversity is the key in cover crops,” Frey said, to
support a diversity of soil microorganisms.

She likes to plant daikon radish to break through hard
soil, clovers to add nitrogen, and California poppies for
pollen.

* Use woody mulch for paths.

“Landscape fabric allows no nutrient cycling by
worms and no nesting by native ground-dwelling bees,”
Frey said.

Worms move through the soil, digesting organic mat-
ter and leaving rich worm castings to fertilize plants.

Tanya Kucak gardens organically. Email her at
tanyagarden@gmail.com. &

New- VUlays at The Forum!

Resort-Style Senior Living

2ND ST. & STATE ST.

‘g

In uncertain times, a smart plan
can make all the difference.
Let our expertise give you Peace of Mind.

TH E FO RUM Deluxe 2 bdrm w/den

homes from $2.6 mil.
Featuring private courtyards

Call now to reserve your New Villa today & beautiful views.

ExperienceTheForum.com | 650-944-0100

BRE#01940673 | COA#204 | RCFE#43500344

AT RANCHO SAN ANTONIO

ManagedbyLifeCareServices
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Exotic Stone & Porcelain
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MOUNTAIN VIEW
SHOWROOM

2490 Charleston Road
(877) 282-0522

REDWOOD CITY YARD
109 Seaport Blvd.
(650) 365-8500

As uncertainty reins in our lives, we continue to

reflect on our business community, partners and

clients. We are grateful for the opportunity to work

with such resilient patrons.

We thank you for your patience and your support of

local businesses, like us. Visit our website for

inspiration, product selection and hours of operation.

SANTA CLARA YARD
650 Martin Ave.
(408) 246-0550

www.pbm1923.com
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SAN MARTIN YARD LIVERMORE YARD
13755 Llagas Ave. 6610 Brisa Street
(408) 683-2580 (925) 449-2800
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