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34 l Paseo Del Roble Drive | Los Altos Hills | $7 498,000 | 13650PaseoDelRobleDrlve com
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WELCOME TO THIS EXQUISITE CUSTOM HOME BUILT BY OWEN |.
SIGNATURE HOMES. Located on a private 1.5-acre lot, this residence
is an idyllic and relaxing retreat. An expansive partially covered
terrace extending off the family room provides for year-round outdoor
entertaining. Constructed in 2002, every detail of this home has been
meticulously designed to showcase elegance and luxury, including an
elevator for easy access from the garage to the kitchen. Completing
this picture are open spaces around the home, views of the western
hills, easy access to Highway 280, and outstanding Palo Alto schools.

4 Bedrooms and 3.5 Baths
4,580+/- SF Living Space
Large Lot of 66,403+/- SF

Custom Built by
Owen Signature Homes

2 Family Rooms | Executive Office
Gym/Studio | Recreation Room

3-Car Garage with Elevator for
Easy Access

Esteemed Palo Alto Schools

JUDY BOGARD-TANIGAMI License # 00298975

UDY &

J

C N | 650.207.2111 | judy.bogard@theagencyre.com (l
INDY 'I CINDY BOGARD-0'GORMAN Li THEAGENCY
EBELEL-TANIGIHI TEA® ¥ / License # 01918407

¥ 650.924.8365 | cindy.ogorman@theagencyre.com

All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price,
consu"tants I n Real EState'com condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate
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POWER SYSTEMS INC. CLEAN POWER FROM THE SUN™

Make your own energy from the sun and save!

At Cobalt Power Systems, we take pride in delivering the best customer
experience in the industry. We have installed over 3,300 quality solar systems
throughout Silicon Valley, and are getting new referrals from our customers
every day.

Thinkin%about energy storage? We have installed over 550 residential
battery backup systems all over the Bay Area. There are great rebates and tax
credits available from the Federal government and State of CA.

Let us know when we can visit your home and show you how much you can
save by going solar.

Contact Cobalt Power Systems for more info:

Cobalt Power Systems, Inc.  cobaltpower.com
2557 Wyandotte Street 650-938-9574 SUNPOWER X
Mountain View, CA yE‘Ip qw

Elite Dealer

{“'ﬁl} SUMPCOWER

CA Contractors Lic. #820697
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MODEL CITIZEN

Mountain View resident’s elaborate garden
railway provides comfort

MULTIMEDIA MAGIC

Los Altos artist specializes in watercolor
and textures

VINYL MOMENTS

Record collecting forges deeper
connections

LOW-WASTE LIVING

Practicing the 8 R’s helps reduce
household waste

FIRST FRUIT

Nonprofit’s bounty goes to a
good cause

FALL FUN

Activities abound in and around
Los Altos
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Rob Ronconi, a Mountain View resident, has built
a model railroad and town in his backyard.
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HOBBYIST

Mountain View resident’s
elaborate garden railway

provides

comfort

BY KATE ARMANINI
TOWN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN

ob Ronconi’s garden railway
Rtraces the story of his life. The

trains, nestled in his Mountain
View backyard, race past a scale model
of his childhood home. They snake
through the FMC Corp. plant in San
Jose, where he worked for 25 years.
And they pass by the Lutheran church
he attended growing up.

“I'll just sit on my patio with a glass
of wine and just watch the trains go
around,” said Ronconi, 68, as he ambled
around the track on a recent Sunday
afternoon. “It’s very therapeutic.”

The elaborate display was recently
featured at the 38th National
Garden Railway Convention, where
hundreds of train enthusiasts filed
into Ronconi’s yard. Participants
were bused to dozens of volunteer
open houses across the Bay Area as
part of the event.

“What really got me was the people
coming in, and how excited they got
and how much they appreciated what
I'd done,” the retired engineer said.
“That was really nice to feel.”

For most of his life, Ronconi has
loved trains, drawn in by a fascination
and sense of nostalgia he can’t quite
place. Approximately 40 years ago,
he began modeling G Scale trains,
mostly steam engines from the 1950s.

LIVING IN MAGAZINE

“I can’t explain it, and most people
can’t,” he said. “There is some kind of
romance with this age of trains. It’s a
testament to human ingenuity.”

Before he retired in 2017, the
most extensive railroad Ronconi had
assembled was an indoor Christmas
display. Then he joined the Bay
Area Garden Railway Society. The
organization, which boasts more than
300 members, offers open house tours,
demonstrations and interest groups,
according to its website.

“In my mind, it’s better than going
to Disney,” he said.

At one open house, Ronconi came
across a particularly striking design:
a garden railway on an elevated
platform. For years, he could never
figure out how to lay track evenly
in his backyard. But suddenly, the
display he’d always dreamed of
seemed feasible. >

SEPTEMBER 27,2023 | PAGE 5



CALL TODAY FOR YOUR
FREE ESTIMATE / EVALUATION

650.477.8995  408.898.2199

www.haturalarborcare.com
FULLY LICENSED « BONDED & INSURED -« LIC. #714671
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“It was like a light bulb went
oft, said his wife, Nancy Ronconi.
“He’s been collecting garden railway
magazines since the '80s. To see that
he finally got to put it together was
really special. It brings him such
happiness.”

INSPIRATION

In 2019, he began to build. Now,
four years later, about a third of the
backyard is a maze of train tracks,
seated 4 feet off the ground on a
wooden platform. Two steam engines
chug by each other, weaving through
bushes and trees.

It’'s named ], J, C & J Railroad — the
initials of Ronconi’s grandchildren.
He only takes down the display in
the winter.

“One of the biggest benefits I get
out of it is when (my grandchildren)
come,” Ronconi said. “They love it.
They just think it’s the greatest thing
possible.” >
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EXPERT TREE CARE
d NATURALLY

Specializing in
All Phases of

Professional Tree Care =" "G -

Trimming & Pruning,
Tree Removals,
Crown Reduction,
End Weight Pruning,
Spraying & Feeding
Stump Grinding & Removal

LIVING IN MAGAZINE | SEPTEMBER 27, 2023

24 HOUR

*. EMERGENCY
"... SERVICE, 4

PREVENT DISASTERS!

Call for an evaluation to

determine if any hazards

or diseases are present in
your trees.

MENTION THIS AD FOR

10*OFF

New clients only. Valid when
presented at time of estimate.
Not valid with other offers.
Expires 11-10-23
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ey : o . AR EEE :
s A g ol e Ryan.Gowdy@TheAgencyRE.com
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The Agency Los Altos

Hi there, my name is Ryan Gowdy. | am a second-generation Los Altos realtor who lives,
breathes, and loves everything Los Altos. My children attend our local schools and | am a
proud sponsor of LAEF. | still live in the wonderful community where | was raised. | take great
pride in providing exceptional service to my clients who trust me for guidance in all things

real estate. If there is ever anything that | can do support you with your real estate needs,
please don't hesitate to reach out.

—Ryan
20+ 2022
YEARS OF TOP 1.5% REAL ESTATE AGENT
REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE ACCORDING TO REALTRENDS
300+ SO00M+
CAREER TRANSACTIONS LIFETIME TRANSACTION VOLUME

©2023 UMRO Realty Corp., dba The Agency. Registered service marks; all rights reserved. The Agency fully supports the Equal Housing Opportunity laws. CalDRE #01904054



Each detail along the railroad is
carefully curated. At the model of
his childhood home in San Bruno —
where he also proposed to his wife 46
years ago — there’s a tiny red wagon
in the driveway. His father, he fondly
recalled, would constantly remind him
to move it out of the way.

Farther up the tracks, there’s the
dude ranch from “Heartland,” one
of the Ronconis’ favorite TV series,
complete with cattle and a welcome
sign.

Ronconi’s pride and joy, however,
is the miniature Main Street. Tucked
below two apricot trees, dozens
of quaint buildings with personal
touches line the tracks. There’s his
son’s dentist office, and his other son’s
guitar shop. There’s the movie theater
he went to growing up, and the Bank
of America where his father worked.
And there’s Kramer’s, a familiar diner
of his childhood.

“My mom passed away when I was
young, and my dad was not a cook.
So, we probably went there a couple

times a week,” Ronconi said, gesturing toward the tiny red
building. “It was a very comforting place.”

'The railway has become a family affair. His son-in-law
found antique railroad crossing lights at a garage sale, which
now are mounted on the fence. Many of the buildings and
train cars are also gifts from relatives.

“It has sure made Christmas, Father’s Day and birthday
presents easy,” Nancy said with a laugh.

Garden railways aren’t inexpensive. The tracks, which
are made of brass, can cost up to $10 per foot — Ronconi
said he’s accumulated more than 400 feet over the years. >

Kozy Brothers

De MARTINI
ORCHARD

Your Everyday Farmers Market
Farm Fresh and Always the Best

66 N. San Antonio Road, Los Altos
(650) 948-0881

Rob Ronconi has been supported by his friends and family in the creation of his model railroad.

DeM a rtin i O rCha rd .com PHOTO BY ZOE PARKER | TOWN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN
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IT'S TIME TO RENEW.

LET'S DREAM. LET'S DESIGN. LET'S BUILD.

Renewal is at the center of every home remodeling dream. It makes everything fresh, exciting, and
wide-open for possibilities again. It's how we re-invent not only our homes, but our lives, and become

our best selves. Let's take this journey together.

WE UTILIZED OUR DESIGN + BUILD EXPERTISE TO TRANSFORM THIS BATHROOM INTO A RUSTIC-GLAM, BIG SUR INSPIRED OASIS.

DD H A R R E L LTM 650.230.2900
DD DESIGN+BUILD HarrellDesignBuild.com

LICENSE B479799



los altos

history

* museum

The Museum welcomes you to
visit our interactive, multimedia
exhibits, engaging educational
programs and family events.

e Experience the story of
our diverse community
through audio-visuals
and stunning artifacts.

e Delight in a train diorama [ ¥1
of Los Altos, and visita  *
1905 orchard home.

e Stroll our gardens and
climb aboard a vintage
tractor that roars to life.

o Enjoy family events such
as Train Days and the
Apricot STEM Fair.

e Shop for unique gifts in
the Museum store.

The Museum is available to rent for special occasions.

Free Admission!

Los Altos History Museum ¢ 51 So. San Antonio Rd, Los Altos
Thurs-Sun, Noon-4 pm * 650-948-9427 - losaltoshistory.org

Rob Ronconi tends to and surveys the model railroad he's built.
PHOTO COURTESY OF SARAH FISCHBACK

'The steam engines can also be pricey. One of Ronconi’s
is worth approximately $1,800, he added.

But for Ronconi, sharing the finished product has made
it all worth it.

“Rob worked so hard and put so much time and energy
into this,” Nancy said. “He loves it.”

What’s next? Ronconi doesn’t envision expanding the
railway much more. It still requires about two to three
hours of maintenance a week, he noted. Not that he minds.

“It brings me peace,” he said. “It’s just a very pleasing
attraction. And that’s all I ever wanted it to be.” 3%

Lynn
North

With almost 20 years of real estate experience,
Lynn brings her hands-on client support approach
and technical knowledge to The Agency Los Altos.

650.703.6437 | LIC. #01490039
L.NORTH@THEAGENCYRE.COM

160 MAIN STREET, LOS ALTOS, CA 94022
THEAGENCYRE.COM | LYNNNORTH.COM

[71]

THEAGENCY

(©2023 UMRO Realty Corp., dba The Agency. Registered service marks; all rights reserved.
The Agency fully supports the Equal Housing Opportunity laws. CalDRE #01904054.
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7'1' STAR ONE

CREDIT UNION

In your best interest

Home equity loans
that work for you.

Tap into your home’s equity for an accessory dwelling unit,
a remodeling or landscaping project, or any other big
expense. You can achieve your big and small goals with
our competitive rates and flexible repayment options.

Apply today.

&

Federally insured by NCUA it
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LOS ALTOS ARTIST SPECIALIZES IN
WATERCOLOR AND TEXTURES

BY SAIRA AHMED
TOWN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN

multimedia artist, using watercolor and textures

| os Altos resident Caroline McClintic is a

to produce colorful pieces of urban and landscape
settings.

Much of her work has been on display at Viewpoints
Gallery in downtown Los Altos. Most recently, the gallery
showcased her “Textured Landscapes” series —a collection
of Northern California scenes made with texture media,

collage and acrylic paint on a wood panel.

“I'love being part of Viewpoints Gallery,” McClintic
said. “I've always loved the downtown, and I enjoy feeling
part of the downtown community.”

McClintic said she typically works in series, creating
multiple paintings at a time of a similar theme. With
“Texture Landscapes,” she wanted some pieces to be more
abstract, but it was difficult to take risks with a deadline.

“Now that I've hung the show, I feel like I have more
freedom to play, and it doesn’t matter if they turn out,”
she added.

In addition to displaying her artwork, McClintic
volunteered as an art docent in the Los Altos School
District for a couple of years.

McClintic has always created art, but she did not
initially pursue it as a career. She worked as an architect, >

PAGE 12 | LIVING IN MAGAZINE | SEPTEMBER 27,2023




D Get Your
/' Home Ready
to Attract the

Best Offers

With free inspections and handyman hours

JH
COMPLIMENTARY PROPERTY AND PEST INSPECTIONS AND
8 HOURS OF HANDYMAN WORK TO PREPARE YOUR HOME

Deleon Realty will pay for your property inspection, natural hazard disclosure report,
and pest inspection, and we will not be reimbursed at closing for these services.

Our field coordinator, who is an experienced handyman, will dedicate a full 8-hour
day to your property at no charge. Services include a multi-point, pre-inspection
checklist, so simple items can be addressed before the buyers arrive.

MICHAEL REPKA

michael@deleonrealty.com

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | 650.488.7325 | michael@deleonrealty.com
A EE B Audrey Sun, DRE #01933274 B &5: 650.785.5822

DELEONREALTY.COM | DelLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224 | Equal Housing Opportunity



but when her kids started school, she began taking formal art
classes through the Pacific Art League and the Santa Clara
Valley Watercolor Society.

“A lot of principles (between architecture and art) are
similar —balance, proportion, perspective unity, variety and
even pattern and color,” she said.

McClintic uses her photography as references for her
artwork — many of her photos were taken in San Francisco.

Generally, she said she enjoys painting what appeals to her
and the beauty around her.

“Creative people are always going to find an outlet,”
McClintic noted. “There are so many different forms of art,
and I'm into painting now.”

McClintic said she enjoys merging different artistic images,
ideas and materials to create her pieces. Watercolors are
transparent, so merging and fading certain elements creates
interesting layers. She used this idea in a downtown Los Altos
street scene, merging the old and new buildings.

“In my early work, I strived to be really realistic and tight,
and now I'm looser,” she said. “That’s just my nature. I get
tired of painting one way, and I want to keep growing as
an artist. Every year I paint, I grow a little bit more, so I'm
going to continue and see where it goes.” ®

For more information on McClintic and
to view her artwork, visit carolinesteiermcclintic.com.

If you want to keep an aging
loved one safe at home,
' Home Instead® can help.

- ;le

® Personal Care ®* Memory Care
~ - * Companionship * Arthritis Care
®* Meal Prep * Diabetes Care
* Transportation * Chronic Conditions

Hospice Support Support

Call for a free, no-obligation appointment: (650) 691-9671 Home

For more information, visit Homelnstead.com/losaltosca InSTeQd@

Each Home Instead® office is an independently owned and operated franchise of Home Instead, Inc., an Honor Company.
© 2023 Home Instead, Inc.
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650.941.8596
www.PazmanyBros.com

Complete Property Maintenance
& Yard Installation

+ Landscape Design & Installation
« Irrigation Installation & Repairs
+ Yard Demolition

« Hardscape Services

Lic. #992858

SHERRT S{:UTT INDOOR KITCHENS ~ OUTDOOR KITCHENS ~ BATHROOMS

et | LAUNDRY ROOMS ~ MEDIAWALLS ~ CLOSETS ~ APPLIANCES  LIGHTING

Countless options to elevate
your modern home and lifestyle

Serving the SF Peninsula Region | 169 Main Street, Los Altos, California | 650.946.2094 | sherryscottdesign.com

LIVING IN MAGAZINE | SEPTEMBER 27,2023 | PAGE 15



2

[ € ]

vinyt
MOMENTS

| colle
ps dee

BY CHRISTINA CASILLAS
STAFF WRITER | CHRISTINAC@LATC.COM
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ost of my childhood memories replay in

my mind with background music. It was

everywhere I went, an integral aspect of my

upbringing. I used to spend afternoons and
summers at my family’s business, sitting at a desk
adjacent to my grandpa’s as many of his favorite songs
by artists like The Beatles, the Rolling Stones, Roger
Miller and Marty Robbins softly danced from his
computer speakers.

"The walls of my grandma’s office just down the hall
were lined with Elvis Presley memorabilia, and taped
to the two top corners of her desktop was a small
photo of Elvis and, on the other side, my grandpa.

On rides home, I'd either hear someone
introducing a lineup of old music from a SiriusXM

radio station or listen to the whiplash-inducing
variety of songs my mom would play from her blue,

second-generation iPod Nano.

My musical taste — which for reasons unknown
includes a handful of singers who died in plane
crashes — was shaped by the people around me, and
much of my vinyl collection is the same.

I started collecting vinyl records after my parents
gave me a record player as a birthday gift in April
2020, and my appreciation for music, and the
old music I grew up with, deepened during the
pandemic. I couldn’t go anywhere because many
nonessential stores were closed, but I felt comforted
during a tumultuous time by a new way to explore
something that brought me a sense of joy.

My 78 records currently sit in a wicker basket I got
at Goodwill, and my 45s, all of which were given to
me by my grandpa, sit in a cloth basket to its side.

Music lovers looking to deepen their musical
passion can do it by collecting records. While my
record player has a Bluetooth connection and I've
listened to many Spotify playlists on it, it’s not the
same as putting a record on.




Have you heard?
The Fire District has gone digital!

Stay in the know

Scan the QR code to subscribe to our e-newsletter for
the latest information on emergency prep and wildfire
mitigation tips, District updates, event information, and
more delivered directly to your inbox!

The Fire District, at your fingertips

We have streamlined our website, so it’s easier to find the information
you need. Visit www.lahcfd.org to see what has changed.

* Register for your favorite programs, like Brush
Chipping and Home Ignition Zone Assessments

* Keep your family and community safe with
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)
and Firewise USA programs

* Join Fire District meetings and events

* Learn about past, current, and upcoming
projects that will make the community safer

Get answers to your questions

If you have questions about our Evacuation Route Projects or
other Fire District programs, check out our YouTube channel.
We have video responses to frequently asked questions about
Evacuation Route Projects, as well as informational videos
about how to create defensible space to keep your home and
your family safer from wildfire.

COUNTY FIRE
DISTRICT

For more fire safety and emergency preparedness information, visit and bookmark
Los Altos Hills County Fire District www.lahcfd.org or call (650) 949-1044.




STERLING

CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY

Reduce, Reuse & Redecorate
REUPHOLSTERY RECYCLES!

$92 50 LABOR SPECIAL

Total Price For Labor On
: Standard Couch or Chair i
i Plusthe cost of any fabric you select from our complete line of fabrics. Labor price of $92.50
¢ includes frame, spring and webbing repair. Additional charge for cushion filler, tuftingand ~ :
channeling. Customer supplied fabric charged at standard labor rate of $70 per yard. :

650.961.8700
1243 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View

SterlingCustomUpholstery.com

From indie rock group Wet Leg’s debut 2022 studio
album, “Wet Leg,” to a first pressing of Fleetwood Mac’s
(best) studio album “Rumours,” Joni Mitchell’s “Clouds,”
Carole King’s “Tapestry” and some compilations of the
Beach Boys, Glen Campbell and Jim Croce, my collection

is vast.

'The first record I got to play on my record player was
side A of the first disc of Creedence Clearwater Revival’s
Greatest Hits. The second album I got was Orville Peck’s
“Pony,” and from there I don’t remember the order in
which I got records, or even how many records I have in
my collection.

GRIMES NATURAL LANDSCAPE

~ Serving Los Altos Hills, CA & Beyond Since 1949~

RENOVATE YOUR YARD TO A FAMILY FUN ZONE
| A

Design Services * Hardscape ¢ Softscape ¢ Pool ¢ Spas * Ponds *Waterfalls
Outdoor Kitchens ¢ Carpentry - Irrigation < LV Lighting ¢ Planting Schemes
Fire Features « Water Management ¢ Bobcat * Underground ¢ Special Services

650.948.6326

Visit our website at grimesnaturallandscape.com to see more.

LIC# 1073046

Grmes ‘-Ial::.r*n' Landsca;
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Distinctive Agent

DISTINCTIVE PROPERTIES*

Let me show you how | can
help achieve your personal
real estate goals.

I'm a real estate professional who
offers an alternative to the status
quo real estate experience, where
negotiation and sales skills matter,
marketing prowess matters and

integrity comes first.

My results speak for themselves as
a proven professional continuing to
break records and receive national
recognition and sell Silicon Valley

properties like no other.

*Proving luxury isn't a price point, but an experience.

| CONSISTENTLY SELL MY LISTINGS AT A HIGHER PRICE PER SQUARE FOOT THAN

OTHER TOP AGENTS. I'D LOVE TO HELP

YOU WITH ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.

Golden

Barbara Telesco Curley

Gate 195 S. San Antonio Road, Los Altos 650.861.2488

Each office is independently

SOtheby’S owned and operated.

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

b.curley@ggsir.com
Lic. #01837664



I knew nothing of vinyl before
getting my record player, and much
of the information I learned was from
my mom. She taught me the difference
between 78s and 45s and showed me
how to lower the needle into the
record’s grooves correctly.

'The entire ritual of playing a record
is sacred to me, the record I choose
to play hinging completely on how
I'm feeling and what sort of music
fits my mood.

From browsing my collection to
choosing the record, gently removing
it from its sleeve, placing it on the
turntable and waiting for the music to
start as some slight crackling surface
sounds are heard, it’s all intentional.

Even looking for albums — whether
it’'s The Beatles’” “Yesterday and
Today” album released in 1966 with
the notorious butcher cover or what
I'm currently looking for, Dolly
Parton’s 1974 album “Love Is Like a
Butterfly” —is an intentional endeavor.
Sometimes a record shop visit can be
a hunt, and though it’s hard to find

certain albums, the feeling
of finding what you've been
looking for for such a long
time is unforgettable.
Although there aren’t any
record stores in Los Altos or
Mountain View, checking
out Goodwill, antique and thrift
stores can result in some great finds.
While the Friends of the Library of
Los Altos doesn’t currently accept
vinyl (most of the records the group
was getting included classical music
and full operas that weren’t selling, a

out across a table. The record player, pictured

below, was gifted to Christina Casillas by

Christmas 2021. PHOTO BY CHRISTINA

her sister Mallory Barrera-Casillas during
CASILLAS \ TOWN CRIER

Carole King’s “Tapestry” album cover is laid

Friends spokesperson told me), some
people have mentioned online that
they found records at Friends of the
Library of Palo Alto events.

I found “The Best of Bread” at a now-

shuttered consignment shop in San
Jose, and Joni Mitchell’s “Clouds”

PAGE 20 |
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Our Family Takes Care of Your Family...
with Home Recovery

1t doesn’t get better than that and we have the awards to prove i.

2o, O
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% 2015, 2019 %

PROVIDER
-

2023 2023

When transitioning from hospital care to
home, our one-on-one care improves

recovery every step of the way.

Family Matters

IN-HOME CARE

Call for a free in-home consultation
(650) 285-2373

www.fmihc.com

HCO #434700005 Family owned since 2002. Serving Santa Clara,
San Mateo and Santa Cruz Counties

EMPLOYER
.4
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Discover
yourself

at Harker

Harker is a community of dedicated, passionate learners committed

to celebrating a diverse community of students, and fostering an
inspiring space for all. Our goal (and greatest joy) is to help all students
uncover their unique gifts through our deep and varied offerings and
inspiring faculty. With more than 125 years of experience in bringing
out the best in children, we are dedicated to continuing that legacy of
excellence.

Kindness, respect, honesty, integrity and personal accountability

have been in the school’s DNA since its founding. Community service,
character development curriculum, and our honor code all encourage,
develop and reinforce these important qualities.

Many things make Harker special, however small class sizes and our
attention to each child’s journey is especially unique. Beginning in
the lower school, and continuing throughout each student’s Harker
journey, we carefully evaluate the course placement that best meets

a student’s talents and interests to ensure that each is challenged,
encouraged, engaged and inspired to be their personal and academic
best. A vital part of that process involves the offering of extensive
curricular and extracurricular offerings to help students discover and
nurture talents they may not otherwise have known they have. We do
this through our deep and varied offerings and through our incredible
and inspiring faculty, for whom we search nationwide. Many hold
advanced degrees, and all are passionate about teaching and focused
on individual student success.

Harker is a supportive, safe, fun and nurturing place where parents,
faculty, staff, students and alumni form a close-knit community
through events, traditions and our common mission. Our students
leave Harker uncommonly prepared for college and ready to make a
difference in the world.

Educating more than 1,975 students K-12, Harker is the largest independent
school of its kind in California, serving families of elementary, middle and
high school-aged children, with each division on its own San Jose campus.

Z HARKER.

The Harker School | San Jose, CA | K-12 College Prep | www.harker.org ﬁ I'T:._J m 2 YouTube



What do yo

wonder?

At Ventana School, we believe in the
infinite potential of the confident,
curious child. Our Reggio-inspired
preschool and elementary program
nurtures children’s wonder, creativity,
and collaboration, while fostering
critical thinking skills and building
strong academic foundations.

Admissions for Fall 2024

« Group tours start October 2023

» Open Houses on November 4 and
December 9, 2023

« Applications for priority pool due
January 24, 2024

1 Ventana
School

Serving Students from Preschool to 5th Grade

[m] 51 [u] 1040 Border Road
y Los Altos, CA 94024

(650) 948-2121

E | admissions@ventanaschool.org

at an antique store near Cannery Row in Monterey. I've
expanded my collection during serotonin-inducing vinyl
hauls at San Jose shops including Needle to the Groove,
424 E. Santa Clara St., and Streetlight Records, 980 S.
Bascom Ave., as well as Campbell’s Rasputin Music,
1820 S. Bascom Ave.

'The locations are all within a drive of my family’s
business. I don’t go there that often anymore, but when
I do, the music continues to play from my grandpa’s
speakers and the Elvis pictures are still hanging on
the walls. And when I get home, I know I can always
pop open my turntable, drop the needle and listen to
the music.

i‘+

signature orthodontics

Setareh Mozafari, DDS

Diplomate,
American Board of Orthodontics

ORTHODONTIC CARE

In an environment of

+Excellence & Technology
+

2 imvisalign

o

826 Altos Oaks Dr, Suite 3, Los Altos CA 94024

(650) 946-2367 « www.SigOrtho.com
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We look at
real eState differently.

We inspire agents and provide them with unparalleled
support, so they can care for their clients in the best
way possible.

Se re no CHRISTIE’S And, our hyperlocal focus on the communities where we

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

serve, live, work, and contribute creates a unique level of
expertise anda competitive advantage that we use to benefit
each and every one of our clients.

Follow our stride at sereno.com

SF PENINSULA - SILICON VALLEY < EAST BAY - SANTA CRUZ - TAHOE - SIERRA FOOTHILLS - CENTRAL COAST
DRE 02101181



SUSTAINABILITY

LOW-WASTE
LIVING

AN

PRACTICING
THE 8 R’S
HELPS REDUCE
HOUSEHOLD

-‘-.‘downtown
g WASTE

A Bible teaching church small enough
that the pastor knows your name
and large enough to make a difference.

Join us Sunday mornings
at 10 am in-person or on

livestream.com/upclosaltos

Dedicated to service and missions.

Pastor Dave Moore and family Image by Zara Tahir

858 University Avenue
Los Altos, CA 94024
PRESBYTERIAN unionpc.org
CHURCH 650-948-4361

OF LO5 ALTOS
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BY EMILY TING
SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

e all have goals. Diet- or nutrition-

related goals, time management

goals, exercise goals, career goals RIGHT ON o

— it can be exhausting. Most of us  §

would count reducing our household waste

as an important goal. But how? It can be

overwhelming when faced with the amount

of single-use plastics involved in every facet
of our lives.

WASTELIVI NG

I have some advice that may help when
taken one step at a time. One product swap
to a plastic-free alternative or one adjustment
that allows you to reuse something you had
been throwing away will make a difference
and help reduce your overall household
waste. Included below is some information
and ideas aimed at helping you on your
journey to achieving a low-waste lifestyle.

To get started, let’s dig in to the 8 R’s
behind low waste living. >

Epicurean Group:
Elevating Food Service Management with fresh. honest. local. Food Since 2003!

Experience excellence with Epicurean Group, a leading Contract Food Service Management Compary.
Serving diverse clients across California, the Pacific Northwest, Colorado, and Minnesota,

we deliver exceptional dining experiences with fresh. honest. local. food. E]:i:‘&-.t E]
Join us in creating a healthier future through delicious and sustainable dining! ﬁ“{&

111 Main St. Suite 3, Los Altos, CA 94022 | www.epicurean-group.com | 415-895
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RETHINK
No one is perfect, but we can each take time to think

about small (or big) ways we can adjust our lifestyles to be

more sustainable. When considering purchasing choices,
try using the following guide.

* Necessity. Is this item an essential, or is it just nice to
have? If it’s nice to have, is there a more sustainable
alternative?

* Shop yourvalues. Consider the brand youre purchasing
and what you know about its production process, labor
practices and environmental standards.

* Location. Buy local! There are so many reasons to
support local businesses, and sustainability is top of the
list. Purchasing things that do not require shipping is
always a preferred alternative.

* Packaging. Select items with the least amount of
packaging possible. Even recyclable packaging adds
to our overall household waste, and remember that
less than 5% of plastic labeled as recyclable is actually
recycled.

REFUSE

Just say no! Consider sustainability when making daily
decisions. Maybe decline the plastic straw, say no to the
extra plastic bag or, when shopping, select items with the
least amount of plastic packaging possible.

(71]

Over

90%

of Pam'’s business is
Seniors &
their families

\ — |

N

----% Ask me for a digital link to
my 2023 Seller’s Guide with
everything I do for my sellers.

650.823.0308
PAM.BLACKMAN@THEAGENCYRE.COM
WWW.PAMBLACKMAN.COM

License #00584333

THEAGENCY

REDUCE

Buy less, especially less plastic. Look for alternatives to
high-waste items that are currently part of your household
routine. Try making things yourself, such as homemade
snacks and breads, instead of purchasing packaged options. >

BY THE NUMBERS...

Most recent 5 years

Over Over
0, o
85% 85%
of Pam's business is of Pam'’s transactions
repeat and are listings
by referral representing sellers

100%

of Pam’s clients get
her one-on-one
personalized service
plus a personally
selected team of
resources

100%

of Pam'’s listings sell
(no matter what

the market
conditions)

Pam Blackman

REALTOR®
CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL SPECIALIST®
SENIORS REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST®
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ertmo

Retirement Residence

S Quality o
YOUR LIFE IS OUR FOCUS

Chateau Cupertino is a senior, independent living community
located in the Heart of Silicon Valley

AMENITIES INCLUDE:

e 3 restaurant-style meals by our
chefs. Dinner served with wine

e Weekly housekeeping & laundry
service

e All utilities except phone & cable

e Emergency call system in bedroom
& bathroom, 24/7 monitor

e 7-day concierge service, 24 hours
staff

e Chauffeured van and bus to all
medical needs, personal errands,
shopping, outings, and excursions
to bay area landmarks

e And much more!

CONTACT
Marie Louise Cates, SALES MANAGER

OFFICE 408.446.4300 | CELL 408.210.7425

EMAIL MarieLouise@chateau-cupertino.com

10150 Torre Avenue, Cupertino, CA 95014

Cross street: Stevens Creek Boulevard

408.446.4300 | www.chateau-cupertino.com
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REUSEAND REFILL

Get in the habit of carrying your stainless-steel water bottle, travel coftee

mug and reusable produce bags when you go out. Visit your local refill or low-
waste living store to stock up on items in bulk instead of buying individually

packaged items, and bring your own refillable containers and bags. Remember,
plastic is not “single use” if you use it more than once. The same concept applies

to glass bottles — your empty pasta sauce jar is perfect for a refill of dish soap

or laundry detergent from your local refill shop.

Some local bulk refill shops on the Peninsula and in the South Bay: Right
On! Refillery in Los Altos; Rainbow Grocery in Palo Alto; Byrds Filling
Station in San Mateo; Ethos in Los Gatos; Source Zero in San Jose; and
FillerUp in Morgan Hill.

REPAIR

Before discarding, consider repairing. Some items can be fixed quickly with
online tutorials, and you’ll feel proud when you finish that do-it-yourself
project. If you’re not interested in repairing an item yourself, you can always
post it on Nextdoor.com or the Buy Nothing website for your city. Someone
is sure to want to take it off your hands.

(rarden
and

s
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REPURPOSE

So many household items that are
typically thrown away can be upcycled
and used in other ways. Old clothing
can be used for rags, different plastic
containers can be used for paint or art
supply sorting, toilet paper tubes can
be used to start seeds for planting later
outdoors. Before you throw it away,
think about whether you can give
the item a second life with another
creative use. Just google it — for sure
someone has come up with a fun
project using exactly the thing you
were going to toss out.



RECYCLE

If you cannot find another use for an item and it
is recyclable, follow your local city regulations to
recycle it. Just remember, many items that are listed
as recyclable typically do not actually get recycled
into anything because of associated costs or lack of
demand for products made from that material. For
hard-to-recycle items, consider using a service like

TerraCyle or Ridwell.

ROT

Composting is cool! And we are so lucky to live in a
place where, for the most part, our public services provide
us with a food waste pickup service. For that to be effective,
be sure you are sorting your waste correctly among trash,
food waste and recycle, and teaching your kids the basics
as well. If everyone in the U.S. composted all of their food
waste, the impact would be the equivalent of removing 7.8
million cars from the road. If you have a garden, you can
also invest in your own outdoor composter or worm bin.
And if that is too ambitious, you can always just save your
eggshells and put the crushed-up pieces directly into your
vegetable garden soil.

Remember, every sustainable choice makes a difference.
A goal is something we work toward, and the learning and
growing part of the process is as valuable as the final result.

Emily Ting is the owner and founder of Right On!
Refillery, 300 State St., Los Altos.

For more information, visit rightonrefillery.com.

O

ALTOS OAKS

FLa ST

www.altosoaksplasticsurgery.com
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715 Altos Oaks Dr, Los Altos CA 94024

650-934-7020

As board-certified plastic surgeons, we are dedicated to helping you look and feel your best.
We offer a full range of cosmetic treatments and surgical services. Call 650-934-7020 or
visit us at altosoaksplasticsurgery.com for your free consultation.
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Jump Into Fall
With A Fresh Start

Warmest wishes to you and yours as the
leaves begin to change. We hope it is
filled with exciting new adventures and
bright celebrations.

The Sangsters wish you a cozy and
joyful Fall.

y & \

Sangster Team

650.224.5295

teamsangster@compass.com

DRE 01856274 | DRE 01898271 | DRE 02074481

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws, License Number 01527235, All material presented herein is
intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made ( @ M P A S S
without notice. No statement is madle as to aceuracy of any description. Al measurements and square footage are approXIMOLE:
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BY JANAVI RAMDE
TOWN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN

o prevent good fruit from going to waste,
nonprofit Village Harvest comes to people’s
homes to help pick their fruit and then
donates it to food agencies such as Community
Services Agency of Mountain View, Los Altos
and Los Altos Hills. Many of those who share
their bounty — and volunteer to harvest the fruit
— live locally.
It all began in 2001, when the Foundation for
Global Community hosted a volunteer project in
Palo Alto that brought friends together to pick fruit

to produce jam. After realizing their positive impact,
the group formed Village Harvest, according to
those working for the nonprofit. The volunteer-based
organization quickly established itself throughout
Silicon Valley, relying on donations and new
technology to collect fruit more efficiently.

“For me, hearing people get fruit is outstanding,”
Village Harvest executive director Craig Diserens
said. “The homeless are just a fraction of the
people who need fruit, so our little help is much
appreciated.”

Immanuel Lutheran Church

Looking for a great place to worship with a strong youth and Sunday School Program?

Your kids will tell you they can't wait to come back after visiting one time!

7 1Y

Join us online by getting the links via www.ilclosaltos.com

Worship online and in person at 10AM

G\Q:\%g/‘b

Immanuel Lutheran Church

1715 Grant Road, Los Altos, CA |

650.967.4906 |

www.ilclosaltos.com
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Veterinary Flospital

= punoseJln

Comprehensive examinations

Aydeiboipes jeubip aH

Rapid in-house diagnostics including
ultrasound within 2-4 hours

Timely & early effective treatment

@ 650-962-8338 m

On Miramonte Ave btwn El Camlno & Foothill Expwy

Adeisayjowaysn

Soft tissue & Orthopedic Surgery « Dentistry

Village Harvest executive director Craig Diserens explains where fruit will be going to volunteers
during an August picking event. PHOTO BY JANAVI RAMDE | SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

According to Diserens, roughly one in five Silicon
Valley residents in need receives food from the system,
and more than 3 million pounds of fresh fruit has been
donated to the cause.

Running year-round, Diserens said Village Harvest
aims to have 10-20 harvests per month. In 2021, with
the pandemic waning, the organization saw a spike in
volunteers looking for positive ways to pass their time. >

Call me to begin!

NISHA SHARMA

650.492.9263
nisha.s@theagencyre.com
License #01746077

NishaSharmaHomes.com

Want a New Home for the Holidays? Then I'T’S TIME TO BEGIN now!

| can help you sell your current home and get you into a new one long before the
festivities begin! I love to help my clients make their next exciting move.
My business philosophy? Treat all clients like family and open doors to their future!

These are just a few of the many homes where Nisha has celebrated sales with her Sellers & Buyers!

Top 1.5% of Agents Nationwide, RealTrends, 2023

IN REAL ESTATE

THEAGENCY

150+

REAL ESTATE
TRANSACTIONS

=

AMERICAS BEST

YEARS

17+ ‘
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MEETING EVERY STUDENT’S NEEDS

EVERY DAY

Los Altos School District

California’s Best Schools ¢« California’s Best Teachers
In Your Neighborhood

Experienced, highly-qualified teachers

Personalized learning for all students

Safe, welcoming and inclusive schools

Teachers and principals build strong relationships with all students
Innovative science, technology, engineering and math curriculum

Well-rounded music, arts and after-school enrichment programs,
including Mandarin immersion

All LASD neighborhood schools are California Distinguished Schools

We welcome new families to get to know our schools,
curriculum, teachers and principals.
Please visit www.lasdschools.org/District/5312-Registration.html
for more information on our schools and to register for our schools.

»>www.lasdschools.org [F3/LASDK8 " @LASDKS



Last month, volunteers from
throughout the Bay Area picked
oranges in Los Altos Hills and
Mountain View. The group included
couples, families and senior citizens.

“It all started because of COVID,”
said Alan Chye, a volunteer from
Redwood City. “I never did this
before the pandemic, and once you
do something you like, you go all in.”

While Village Harvest offers its
volunteers the opportunity to get
outside and make a difference, the
organization also prioritizes educating
them and the homeowners who donate
the fruit. Tulika Tyagi, a retired nurse
from San Mateo, not only enjoyed
participating in last month’s local
event, but also appreciated what
Village Harvest taught her.

“Learning about the fruit and where
to give it was very cool,” Tyagi said.
“The (organization) really opened the
world to fruit around us to the people
who need it.”

For local homeowner and fruit
donor Eric Lemons, Village Harvest
has been great to work with.

“I rely on them because they are
picking 100 pounds in 10 minutes,”
he said.

MAKING CONNECTIONS
Earlier in the summer, 240
volunteers and five farm family

PAGE 34 | LIVING IN MAGAZINE

members came together for Village
Harvest’s 2023 Giant Orange Orchid
Harvest. They picked from nine fields,
donating 44,282 pounds of oranges
to Second Harvest of Silicon Valley
and aiding more than 44,000 local
residents. Despite the pandemic’s
setbacks and ongoing weather
changes, Village Harvest collected
more than 255,000 pounds, completed
123 harvests and visited 240 homes
and orchards in 2022 alone.

“Our volunteer base is diverse in
many ways,” said Tracy Mitchell,
Village Harvest’s office administrator.
“Local parent-teen organizations (have
us) listed as one of their philanthropies,
but we really like a mix of regular,
family and teenager volunteers. It’s nice
because it represents the connection of
the Bay Area.”

Because Village Harvest relies
on volunteers, Mitchell said the
organization works closely with
CSA. Mountain View-based CSA
helps support Village Harvest by
providing additional volunteers and
vans to transport fruit. Some of the
fruit is donated to CSA,; its Food and
Nutrition Center distributes the food
to low-income families and individuals.
CSA CEO Tom Myers appreciates
Village Harvest’s work and is dedicated
to their longtime partnership.

“We have had a great relationship

| SEPTEMBER 27, 2023

with the organization for the past
20-25 years,” the longtime Los Altos
resident said. “I would be walking
in town and (notice) CSA vans
throughout Los Altos transporting
goods. It’s cool to see.”

Today, Village Harvest prioritizes
harvesting fruit at the homes of
seniors, some of whom require more
assistance because they can’t pick fruit
from their own trees. As a result, most
physically able owners will have to
harvest and donate their own fruit,
according to Mitchell. Multiple fruit
pickup and drop stations are located
throughout the Bay Area.

“We want to make sure that other
people can get in and have a chance to
harvest with us,” Mitchell said. “So,
we are conscious of giving everyone an
equal opportunity to harvest.”

Thanks to the organization’s online
database, workers can identify which
homes would have the ripest fruit
during certain times of the year.
Tree owners can apply on Village
Harvest’s website, notifying the
nonprofit that they need assistance
picking fruit. Once in contact, they
gather volunteers and send them to
the owner’s home. &

Tojoin Village Harvest or apply for

assistance, visit villageharvest.org.
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view

each home sale
or purchase as
a stepping stone

in your life.

DEDICATION

EXPERIENCE

INTEGRITY

IfEﬂBi‘_,'" ydllLl

650.402.0302

DRE 01724993 EI:JEE]
r )

www.lreneYang.com
167 S San Antonio Road, Los Altos, CA 94022 E =

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented
herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or
withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.



COMPILED BY PRISHA MOHAPATRA | TOWN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN

Fallis filled with local events - plays, musicals, a wine stroll and an outdoor market. Details on a variety of the events follow.

Small-to-Medium
Business Rebates

FutureFit Homes Rebates

Residents can upgrade to new Businesses can receive up to
electric home appliances and $20,000 to upgrade their
receive up to $8,000 in rebates! gas equipment to electric!

O CLEAN ENERGY

SVCleanEnergy.org/Home-Rebates SVCleanEnergy.org/Business-Rebates
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Through
OCT.
1

‘Significant Other’
Bus Barn Theater, Los Altos |  Through Oct. 1

Los Altos Stage Company performs “Significant Other” at Bus Barn, 97 Hillview
Ave. Written by Joshua Harmon, the drama follows Jordan and explores the paradox
of the loneliness that sometimes comes with growing up. Shows are scheduled 8 p.m.
Thursday through Saturday and 3 p.m. Sunday.

Tickets are $20-$45.

For tickets and more information, visit losaltosstage.org.

OCT.
4

through

29

‘Mrs. Christie’
Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts | Oct. 4-29

TheatreWorks Silicon Valley launches its 53rd season with the West Coast premiere of

Heidi Armbruster’s “Mrs. Christie,” a madcap mystery investigating the unsolved 1926
disappearance of the queen of mystery novels, Agatha Christie. Performances are slated 7:30
p-m. Tuesdays, 2 and 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays, 8 p.m. Thursdays and Fridays, 2 and 8 p.m.
Saturdays, and 2 and 7 p.m. Sundays at MVCPA, 500 Castro St.

Tickets start at $30.

For tickets and more information, visit theatreworks.org.

OCT.
13

Downtown Wine Stroll
Downtown Los Altos | Oct.13 6-9 p.m.

Participants can taste wines from several Bay Area wineries, which will
be poured at stores throughout the downtown area. Sponsored by the
Los Altos Village Association.

Tickets are $40-$50.

For tickets and more information, visit downtownlosaltos.org.

OCT.

26

through

NOV.

)

‘The Addams Family’
Bus Barn Theater, Los Altos | Oct. 26 through Nov. 5

Just in time for Halloween, Los Altos Stage Company stages “The Addams Family
at Bus Barn, 97 Hillview Ave. The musical is a comical and quirky tale centered on

»

Wednesday Addams, who has now grown up and fallen in love with a seemingly normal
young man from a respectable family. Tensions rise as her father, Gomez Addams, tries
to keep the secret from her mother, Morticia, leading to a fateful dinner that promises
to shake the foundations of their unconventional household. Shows are scheduled 8 p.m.
Thursdays through Saturdays and 3 p.m. Sundays.

Tickets are $20-$45.

For tickets and more information, visit losaltosstage.org.

OCT.
29

Head West
Downtown Los Altos | Oct. 29 11a.m.to5 p.m.

The downtown area hosts the Head West pop-up craft show for the second
time this year. The outdoor market includes live music and wine. Co-
sponsored by the Los Altos Village Association and State Street Market.

For more information, visit headwestmarketplace.com.
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NOV.
3

through

19

‘The Wizard of O7’

Lucie Stern Theatre, Palo Alto | Nov. 3-19
Palo Alto Players produces “The Wizard of Oz,” the classic tale written by L. Frank Baum, which

was made into a hit movie. Follow the Scarecrow, the Tin Man, the Cowardly Lion and Dorothy
as they journey through the magical land of Oz to meet the Wizard and find their true hearts’
desires. The production - staged at Lucie Stern, 1305 Middlefield Road - contains Oscar-
winning songs from the movie, including “Somewhere Over the Rainbow” and “We’re Off to See
the Wizard.” Performances are set for 7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, and 2 p.m. Sundays.
Tickets are $30-$54.

For tickets and more information, visit paplayers.org.

NOV. ‘Elf The Musical’
11 Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts |  Nov. 11-19
through Peninsula Youth Theatre kicks off the holiday season with a production of “Elf The Musical”

at MVCPA, 500 Castro St. Based on the popular 2003 movie, the comedic musical follows
Buddy, a human raised as an elf, who discovers his true identity as he embarks on a quest to
reconnect with his biological father in New York City. Through his infectious charm, Buddy
manages to ignite the Christmas spirit in those around him, while also finding love and
rekindling family bonds. Shows are scheduled 2 and 7:30 p.m. Saturdays and T p.m. Sundays.
Tickets are $25.

e For tickets and more information, visit pytnet.org.
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Edward Jones

Supporting tHE

can’t predict the future,
so plan forit.

community since 1999

Yo

CYNTHIA A. WEMYSS, CFP®, ChFC®
FINANCIAL ADVISOR

339 S. San Antonio Road, Suite 1B, Los Altos, CA 94022
(650) 948-4886 + cynthiawemyss@edwardjones.com ¢ edwardjones.com
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