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Montclaire Elementary School in Los Altos reopened last 
month, above. Its district faces sizable financial challenges.

By Eliza Ridgeway
Staff Writer/elizar@latc.com

New faces were hard to 
identify behind the masks 
that filled State Street for 

a second straight year of pandem-
ic marketing, but the new vendors 
were easier to pick out as Los Al-
tos’ Downtown Farmers’ Market 
debuted Thursday afternoon .

 The Los Altos Village Associ-
ation sponsors the seasonal event 
in partnership with a market oper-
ator, this year Pacific Coast Farm-
ers’ Market Association, a Con-
cord-based nonprofit that operates 
markets around the Bay Area, 
including in Cupertino and San 
Jose . California Farmers’ Markets 
Association, the Los Altos’ mar-
ket’s previous operator, continues 

to run the Sunday morning market 
in downtown Mountain View .
 LAVA executive director Scott 
Hunter said the market manager 
selection process this year in-
cluded a request for proposals, 
followed by interviews to explore 
what different associations could 
offer . In addition to providing food 
and entertainment downtown, 

New operator & vendors, fewer hot meals 
at this year’s Los Altos farmers’ market

By Zoe Morgan
Staff Writer/zoem@latc.com

The Cupertino Union 
School District will 
once again consider 

permanently closing schools, 
along with a host of other im-
pactful cuts, after voters re-
jected a parcel-tax proposal 
from the district last week .
 Measure A would have 
levied a $398 annual tax on 
each parcel of land within 
CUSD’s boundaries, raising 
an estimated $14 million an-
nually for the cash-strapped 
district . It needed two-thirds 
approval to pass but received 
only 59 .34% support, as of 
the ballots counted by the 
Town Crier’s Monday press 
deadline – more than 7 per-
centage points shy of the re-
quired margin .
 “I’m certainly disappoint-
ed and I’m also concerned 

about (CUSD’s) financial fu-
ture,” CUSD Board of Educa-
tion President Jerry Liu said . 
“I think we’re going to have 
to make some tough deci-
sions .”
 The CUSD Board of Edu-
cation placed the parcel tax 
before voters in an attempt to 
raise revenue to address long-
running financial challenges . 
The district has faced declin-
ing enrollment and repeated 
budget cuts in recent years, 
and last fall the board consid-
ered closing multiple schools 
to save money .
 That prospect met with 
strong opposition from par-
ents, who turned out to board 
meetings in large numbers, 
signed petitions and orga-
nized protests . Board mem-
bers ultimately decided to put 
the parcel tax on the ballot, 
saying that if it were approved,  

County warns BCS over enrollment disparities
By Zoe Morgan
Staff Writer/zoem@latc.com

Bullis Charter School is 
failing to adequately en-
roll certain underrepre-

sented student groups, the Santa 
Clara County Board of Education 

warned last week . If the imbal-
ance isn’t addressed, the school’s 
charter could be at stake, which it 
requires to operate .
 The board voted 6-1 at a May 
5 meeting to authorize issuing a 
notice of concern to BCS, laying 
out the alleged violations and giv-

ing the school a chance to remedy 
the situation . The school’s charter 
is due to come before the county 
board for renewal next school year .
 According to county offi-
cials, underrepresented groups 
at BCS include English learners, 
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The Los Altos Downtown Farmers’ Market debuted for the season last week.

School closures 
‘back on table’ after 
CUSD parcel tax fails

See MARKET, Page 11See CUSD, Page 24

See BCS, Page 23
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Exceptional Estate with Pool and Tennis Court  | 885 Dover Court, Los Altos
Just Listed | Over 1 Acre in Los Altos | Cul-de-sac | Wonderful Close-in Location | $6,200,000

Lic. #00600311  |  195 S. San Antonio Road, Los Altos  |  Each office is independently owned and operated.

GARY CAMPI | CAMPI GROUP
gary@campi.com | www.campi.com | 650 917 2433

#1 Team in Silicon Valley 2017, 2019, 2020
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Commercial Real Estate Services
www.cushmanwakefield.com

RON LABETICH | 650.941.5221
SCOTT O’BRIEN | 650.320.0296

OFFICE FOR LEASE
240 Third Street, Los Altos 
1,560 SF Class A Office Space; First floor space in shell condition; Design your new office 
space in the heart of downtown Los Altos.
4 Main Street, Los Altos 
1,419 SF with open office, conference room, and shared kitchen. Great location in downtown 
Los Altos.
167 S. San Antonio Road, Los Altos 
854 SF with 2 private offices plus open area. Private parking. Available now. 
20 First Street, Los Altos 
2,500 SF Class A offices with 4 privates, private parking and excellent signage. Available 
now.

LEASED

LEASED

DOWNTOWN LOS ALTOS BUILDING FOR SALE
395 First Street, Los Altos
1,500 SF building, 3,160 SF lot. Office, service and retail uses permitted. 
Great owner/user opportunity. Three parking spaces in rear of building. 
Front & rear entrances.

SCOTT O’BRIEN | 650.320.0296
Commercial Real Estate Services

scott.obrien@cushwake.com

OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE
495 S. San Antonio Road, Los Altos 
+/- 3,000 SF Completely Renovated! Free Standing Office Building; New modern space 
with a mix of private offices and open office; San Antonio signage. 
260 State Street, Los Altos 
+/- 1,800 SF; 2nd floor office over retail; private entrances from State Street and parking 
plaza; Good natural light throughout the space; between 2nd and 3rd Streets.
1134 El Camino Real, Mountain View 
+/- 2,996 SF; Great visibility on El Camino Real; Walking distance to down- town 
Mt. View and Caltrain; open office with a mix of privates; flexible terms.

RETAIL FOR LEASE
222 Main Street, Los Altos 
+/- 4,200 SF; Amazing frontage in the heart of downtown Los Altos between 2nd 
and 3rd Streets; Divisible to approx. +/- 1,800 SF.
169 State Street, Los Altos 
+/- 2,529 SF; Great visibility on State Street; Open retail area with high ceilings and large 
windows; patio space in front of the building; between 3rd and 4th Streets.
252 State Street, Los Altos 
+/- 4,000 SF Great frontage on State Street with entrances on State Street and the 
parking plaza; private patio; between 2nd and 3rd Streets.

SCOTT O’BRIEN | 650.320.0296
Commercial Real Estate Services

scott.obrien@cushwake.com

OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE
One First Street, Los Altos
+/- 1,448 to 3,090 SF; Various suites available with private offices, open area, kitchenettes, 
and natural light; dedicated HVAC to each suite. 
4 Main Street, Los Altos
+/- 200 SF to 1,675 SF; single offices with shared conference and kitchen area; nice profes-
sional service office suites with glass, natural light, and shared kitchen.
339 S. San Antonio Road, Los Altos
+/- 428 to 1,238 SF; Range of smaller suites available with private offices and open area; 
perfect for professional service businesses with flexible terms.
240 Third Street, Los Altos
+/- 1,560 SF; Modern high end office suite with 1 private, conference room, open area, 
kitchen, and storage; Perfect startup space with great identity and private covered parking

RETAIL FOR LEASE
222 Main Street, Los Altos 
+/- 4,200 SF; Amazing frontage in the heart of downtown Los Altos between 2nd 
and 3rd Streets; Divisible to approx. +/- 1,800 SF.
169 State Street, Los Altos 
+/- 2,529 SF; Great visibility on State Street; Open retail area with high ceilings and large 
windows; patio space in front of the building; between 3rd and 4th Streets.

LosAltosOnline.com

  • “Parking relief is on the 
horizon for Rancho San An-
tonio preserve,” an article in 
the Town Crier’s May 5 edi-
tion, misquoted a speaker at 
the Midpeninsula Regional 
Open Space District Board 
of Directors meeting April 28 
and introduced her comment 
out of context. The article 
text should have read:

 “Elizabeth Montgomery, 
an avid hiker, runner and cy-
clist in the area, wants board 
members to seriously consid-
er some of their consultant’s 
recommendations to address 
the parking challenges at 
Rancho, including the possi-
bility of constructing a park-
ing structure.
 ‘I certainly understand 
the desire to keep the open- 
space feeling like a nature 
preserve, but this is the 21st 
century, and I think land is 

so precious here in Silicon 
Valley,’ Montgomery said. 
‘We absolutely have to use 
what we’ve got as efficiently 
as possible.’”
 • Last week’s article on new 
administrators in the Moun-
tain View Los Altos Union 
High School District stated 
that Michelle Bissonnette did 
not reply to an interview re-
quest. Due to a technical er-
ror on the Town Crier’s part, 
Bissonnette never received 
the email seeking comment.
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ALICE & ALICIA NUZZO
Loyalty • Integrity • Local knowledge

650.947.2902

TeamNuzzo.com  |  anuzzo@sereno.com

467 First Street, Suite 200, Los Altos, CA 94022

We are here to help you fulfill your 
real estate dreams. Whether buying 
or selling a home, we will guide you 
every step of the way. 

Your Success Is Our Business!

DRE 70059392

Corrections

Online Comments
The back-and-forth between 

Los Altos City Council-
member Lynette Lee Eng and 
Los Altos resident and activist  
Kenan Moos continued to draw 
the most conversation online, but 
readers talked about how to help 
during the COVID-19 crisis in 
India and joyful subjects, too. 
 Los Altos Kiwanis is leading 
a fundraiser to directly buy the 

Oxygen Concentrators and oth-
er equipment from trusted ven-
dors and supplying them to the 
hospitals directly. We will make 
sure that every dollar donated 
is used to buy and install the 
equipment to combat the virus in 
small-town hospitals.
 Please do contact me for 
more details: sarojpathak@
losaltoskiwanis.org.

– Saroj Pathak
 Blach Intermediate School’s 
gain is Santa Rita’s fond loss, ac-
cording to families commenting 

on the move for principal Greg 
Land. He’s graduating up a few 
grades with the following rec-
ommendations.
 This gentleman is brilliant. 
May the force be with him for 
his next adventure!

– Cyrille Daujean
 Blach families, you are in 
fantastic hands!

– Andi Bloom Barnett
 Lucky, lucky Blach. The new 
principal at Santa Rita has big 
shoes to fill indeed.

– Eileen Tse
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News
By Bruce Barton
Staff Writer/bruceb@latc.com

The 196-unit, high-density 
housing project at 5150 El 
Camino Real, approved 

by the Los Altos City Council 
in 2019, can move ahead even if 
the original developer is no lon-
ger involved.
 The 3.8-acre, 76,500-square-
foot property is currently in re-
ceivership due to the ongoing 
financial struggles of Dutchints 
Development LLC. The Los 
Altos-based Dutchints and its 
managing director Vahe Tashji-

an face numerous legal chal-
lenges alleging mismanagement 
and misappropriation of investor 
funds. Dutchints is in default on 
its $41 million loan on the prop-
erty, secured in 2018.
 The problems have pre-
vented development from mov-
ing forward. However, a new 
property owner could choose 
to develop the site using the ap-
proved plans, according to Los 
Altos’ community development 
director Jon Biggs.
 “The entitlements run with 
the land, so a new owner could 
submit construction documents 

and the building permit appli-
cation and, once a building per-
mit is in hand, begin building 
what the city council has ap-
proved,” Biggs said last week. 
“No need to go back to the city 
council and get another approv-
al for the current project on the 
books.”
 The approved project calls 
for 172 condos and 24 town-
houses, with 28 of them afford-
able. Approvals also included 
plans to convert an adjacent 
24,000-square-foot lot at 745 
Distel Drive into a park. That 

Housing project can go forward without troubled developer

ZOE MORGAN/TOWN CRIER

A sign for Dutchints Development LLC is still on display outside 
5150 El Camino Real, site of a proposed housing complex.

By Megan V. Winslow
Staff Writer/meganw@latc.com

The North American 
Drought Monitor map di-
vides regions throughout 

the country into six color-coded 
categories ranging from white 
(no drought) to maroon (excep-
tional drought).
 Susan Cordone, a conserva-
tion coordinator with Califor-
nia Water Service, or Cal Wa-
ter, shared the California map’s 
April 27 iteration with registrants 
of a May 5 virtual presentation. 
At the time, the website swathed 
most of California in orange (se-
vere drought). By Thursday, red 
denoting extreme drought had 
overtaken much of the state, in-
cluding the Bay Area.
 “We all know that droughts 
cycle throughout the years, and 
we are now in our second dry 
year, which is why we’re talk-
ing again,” Cordone said during 
the presentation. “I would say 
there’s been a lot of interest in 
hearing information about wa-
ter conservation. We can look at 
this one visual and know why.”
 The Los Altos Chamber of 
Commerce hosted last week’s 
event, which attracted a modest 
audience that included Los Al-
tos city employees, City Coun-
cilmembers Sally Meadows 
and Jonathan Weinberg, and 
Gary Hedden, president of the  

Cal Water 
promotes 
conservation 
amid drought 

By Bruce Barton
Staff Writer/bruceb@latc.com

Mountain View is now 
offering housing – 
along with help – to 

the area’s homeless.
 Through a public-private 
partnership, 100 units of in-
terim, transitional housing are 
available in the northern end of 
the city to accommodate up to 
124 people. The prefabricated, 
modular units are private and 

include bathrooms. Completed 
in just six months, the project 
also includes a children’s play-
ground and a pet area.
 City officials celebrated 
the opening of the new hous-
ing community last week 
with members of the non-
profit homeless housing group 
LifeMoves, county and state 
officials, and a representative 
of Google.org. Google’s phil-
anthropic arm contributed a 
$1.5 million grant to the proj-

ect. At the virtual grand open-
ing, Gov. Gavin Newsom and 
Santa Clara County Supervi-
sor Joe Simitian were among 
those singing the praises of the 
project.
 “We now have a safe and 
secure site that will serve in-
dividuals experiencing home-
lessness and provide the care 
and services 24/7 to help them 
return to permanent housing,” 
said City Manager Kimbra 

Mtn. View interim housing project 
designed to support area’s homeless

COURTESY OF LIFEMOVES MOUNTAIN VIEW

Through a public-private partnership, Mountain View now offers 100 units of interim, transitional 
housing for unhoused people in the area.

Police Blotter
See DeVELOPER, Page 6

See HOUSING, Page 10 See DROUGHT, Page 10

Battery
 May 6, 1:49 p.m.: 0-100 
block of West El Camino Real, 
Mountain View
 May 6, 3:46 p.m.: 500 block 
of Castro Street, Mountain 
View

Residential burglary
 May 6, 3:09 a.m.: 500 block 
of Palo Alto Avenue, Mountain 
View
 May 7, 2:40 p.m.: 500 block 
of San Antonio Road, Mountain 
View
 May 7, 3:09 p.m.: 100 block 
of Infinity Way, Mountain View

Stolen vehicle
 May 8, 12:10 a.m.: 1500 
block of West El Camino Real, 
Mountain View

Theft
 May 5, 6:12 a.m.: 2200 
block of West Middlefield Road, 
Mountain View
 May 6, 11 a.m.: 1000 block 
of Oak Avenue, Los Altos
 May 7, 3:06 p.m.: 1900 
block of Montecito Avenue, 
Mountain View
 May 7, 5:31 p.m.: 1000 
block of McKenzie Avenue, Los 
Altos
 May 7, 9:53 p.m.: 600 block 
of Showers Drive, Mountain 
View
 May 8, 6:37 a.m.: 2500 
block of Fairbrook Drive, Moun-
tain View
 May 8, 2:33 p.m.: 600 block 
of Showers Drive, Mountain 
View

See BLOTTER, Page 10
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Read our reviews on Yelp to see how we can make a di�erence

Los Altos-based Home Care Agency for Elderly and Disabled

EVs - like your current car.

Cleaner. Quicker.
And more reliable.

Minus the gas station.
And the oil changes.
And the repair bills.

For over 23 years, Liz O’Brien has owned and operated 
MacSmart Computer Services. She helps Home 

Users, Small Businesses and Seniors with all 
computer and electronic help.

• All work done at your location!
• We Support Mac & PC’s & iPhones & iPads, 
• Apple TV (+) , Roku, etc.
• Internet and Wi-Fi issues, Routers, Printers,
• We explain and resolve iCloud, Passwords, Malware and 
 all computer questions!
• We’re also offering classes.

650-596-9787
408-393-0977

www.macsmart.com
liz@macsmart.com

AFF  Wood Preserving
Preserve & Restore All Exterior Wood Services

Deck Structures (Gazebo/Fences)
Power Wash Services: Exterior Home Power Washing, 

Driveway, Patios, Patio Furniture

1906 Plymouth St.
Mountain View, CA 94040

License #711787 Insured and Bonded

650-793-0361 
Cell Arsenio Ferreira
www.affwood.com

News

By Megan V. Winslow
Staff Writer/meganw@latc.com

There are several moments 
during the footage when 
she appears to look di-

rectly at the camera lens, a wary 
gaze within her mismatched 
eyes. Her teeth, so adept at 
puncturing the hide of rodents 
and rabbits, gently grasp Akdu, 
who lies limp in her mouth. She 
steps forward and backward be-
fore doubling back to complete 
a circle, and then she’s off, pass-
ing the camera with her pup and 
exiting the frame.
 Vivek Garud of Los Altos’ 
Highlands neighborhood cap-
tured the video of the coyote 
mother and her four pups – 
Akdu, Pakdu, Jakdu and Lakdu 
– departing their makeshift den 
beneath his deck May 3. He post-
ed the footage to social media 
networks, including Nextdoor 
and YouTube, later last week.
 “Nice names for the pups,” a 
Cupertino woman commented 
on Nextdoor. “Thank you for 
sharing the video. Always seen 
coyote as being harmful. So 
this video is different and shows 
their delicate side.”
 A follow-up video shows the 
mother coyote returning to re-
trieve three more members of 
her brood.

Coyote season
 Female coyotes give birth in 
April or May and produce litters 
of between four to eight pups, 
according to Project Coyote, a 
Northern California nonprofit 
that promotes wildlife conser-
vation. Up to 70% of young die 
within their first year.
 The canines are not uncom-
mon within parts of Los Altos 
near Rancho San Antonio Open 
Space Preserve, like the High-
lands, or within Los Altos Hills. 
Animal control officers with 
Palo Alto Animal Services, or 
PAAS, the contracted partner 
for those two towns, often re-
spond to calls about injured, 
sick or aggressive coyotes.
 In recent weeks, PAAS lead 
animal control officer Cody Ma-
cartney has attempted to trap a 
limping, mangy coyote known 

to frequent the Adobe Creek area 
around Los Altos Avenue and 
Alta Mesa Memorial Park on 
Arastradero Road. A Los Altos 
resident is assisting him.
 “I had brought out a trap and 
some bait, and she was monitor-
ing the trap daily in her yard,” 
Macartney wrote in an email to 
the Town Crier. “I even put the 
trap in the creek for a couple 
days with no luck. The coyote is 
obviously not interested in what 
we have planned, but I have al-
ready made arrangements with 
the Wildlife Center of Sili-
con Valley to take it if we can 
catch it.”
 Coyotes are generally active 
in the area through September, 
Macartney noted.
 On Thursday, a Los Altos 
resident who lives on Stagi 
Court near El Monte Avenue 
called Macartney to report the 
death of nine of his chickens 
courtesy of a female coyote 
that appeared to have recently 
given birth. Based on the loca-
tion, Macartney doesn’t think 

the Stagi Court coyote and the 
Highlands coyote are the same 
animal. 
 Macartney shared some tips 
to help the Stagi Court man 
safeguard his remaining birds: 
keep them inside later in the 
morning, ensure garbage cans 
and other potential food sources 
are secured and invest in deter-
rents such as automatic sprin-
klers, sprays and even fence roll-
ers, which dislodge four-legged 
marauders.
 As for Garud, his impromptu 
wildlife sanctuary didn’t remain 
vacant for long. On Thursday, he 
posted a video of a bobcat in-
specting the site.
 “Open House Today: Pro-
spective buyer checking out 
high end property in bay area,” 
he wrote on Nextdoor. “Housing 
market is indeed very hot.”
 To watch Garud’s coy-
ote videos, visit youtu.be/ 
FyddIxRAW6M and youtu.be/
tIf-bBIEBu4.
 To learn more about coy-
otes, visit projectcoyote.org.

Los Altos resident’s camera offers a 
peek into the secret lives of coyotes

S.M. LIEU/TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTO

A coyote patrols Byrne Preserve in Los Altos Hills. Several 
Peninsula residents have recently spotted coyotes in the area.

Have an idea for a local news story  
we should be covering?

Email the Town Crier’s reporters at newsroom@latc.com.
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News

Los Altos Hills seeks citizen scientists to save local oaks
By Megan V. Winslow
Staff Writer/meganw@latc.com

Los Altos Hills resident 
Sue Welch’s Edgerton 
Road property is sur-

rounded by dense foliage and 
perched above a steep ravine 
cradling a creek. It’s an idyllic 
spot, but the cool, shaded habi-
tat is prime territory for Sudden 
Oak Death, or SOD; in the past 
decade, the disease has claimed 
six of Welch’s majestic oak 
trees.
 “I call it ‘SOD central’ in the 
town,” she said.
 SOD can infect a number of 
plant species but is known to 
kill only four: coast live oaks, 
California black oaks, Shreve 
oaks and tanoaks. There is no 
treatment. Leaves turn brown 
and sap oozes from trunk bark. 
Eventually, the tree dies, leaving 
the decimated remains suscep-
tible to both falls and wildfire.
 “As soon as the leaves turn 
brown, it’s gone. You need to cut 
it down,” said George Clifford, 
a Hills resident who lives near-
Moody Road, another SOD hot 
spot.
 Both Welch and Clifford are 
members of the Los Altos Hills 
Open Space Committee (OSC), 
a group that has coordinated 
with the UC Berkeley Forest 
Pathology and Mycology Labo-
ratory each year since 2009 to 
bring the lab’s annual SOD Blitz 

to town. Between April and 
June, coastal California com-
munities from the Oregon bor-
der to the Santa Barbara County 
border are dispatching citizen 
scientists, volunteers who col-
lect suspicious tree leaves and 
record the suspected presence of 
SOD for the lab. The Bay Area 
Peninsula effort, which includes 
residents from Los Altos Hills, 
Portola Valley and Woodside, 
begins Friday and ends Tuesday.
 Most years, Blitz participa-
tion is limited to a handful of 
OSC members, but Welch and 
Clifford are hopeful about at-
tracting more volunteers in 2021, 
perhaps even parents intent on 
making the activity fun and edu-
cational for their pandemic-wea-
ry, cooped-up kids. The OSC is 
particularly interested in recruit-
ing anyone willing to survey the 
east side of Interstate 280, which 
has been underrepresented in 
past blitzes.

‘Plant destroyer’
 Sudden Oak Death is a dis-
ease caused by the Phytoph-
thora ramorum pathogen. The 
genus, Phytophthora, means 
“plant destroyer” in Greek, and 
it includes many other species of 
ecologically devastating species, 
like Phytophthora infestans, the 
same water mold that triggered 
the infamous Irish Potato Fam-
ine of the 19th century.
 Researchers believe SOD 

entered California in the 1980s 
through the importation of orna-
mentals such as rhododendrons 
and camellias to plant nurseries 
from Asia. Tanoaks and Califor-
nia bay laurels are the primary 
species known for spreading the 
disease, and they do so by shed-
ding spores carried by wind and 
rain. So far, these vectors and 
others have managed to transmit 
SOD to approximately 20% of 
coastal California forests.
 As SOD thrives in cool, wet 

environments with dense can-
opy cover, introduction along 
the Peninsula likely initiated 
within the forests around Sky-
line Boulevard, according to 
Matteo Garbelotto, leader of the 
UC Berkeley lab and of the SOD 
Blitzes. From there, the disease 
descended into the Santa Cruz 
Mountain canyons and gradu-
ally inched east.
 “It’s getting worse in that, 
inevitably, every time we have 
a Blitz, we identify new out-

breaks,” Garbelotto said.
 He pointed to the 2019 Blitz, 
during which volunteers detect-
ed SOD in Del Norte County for 
the first time, and to last year’s 
Blitz, when they helped uncover 
E1, a new, more aggressive vari-
ant of Phytophthora ramorum 
in the same area. Up until then, 
E1’s range was considered lim-
ited to Europe.
 Record rainfall in 2017 co-
incided with the infection of 

property – offered in exchange 
for paying park in-lieu fees – 
has gone through foreclosure, 
according to property records. 
Absent the park, the developer 
is on the hook for an estimated 
$9.5 million in park in-lieu fees.
 A Santa Clara County Supe-
rior Court judge April 28 grant-
ed a preliminary injunction pre-
venting Dutchints from selling 
the 5150 El Camino property 
until lawsuits are settled.
 “It is abundantly clear that 
defendant Vahe Tashjian has 
grossly mismanaged (the 5150 
property) despite having raised 
at least $21 million in invest-
ments and private loans, and re-
ceiving eight offers to purchase 
the property,” attorneys for nu-
merous investors said in April 
21 court documents.
 Plaintiffs fear they are “at 
risk of losing their entire in-
vestment,” according to court 

documents.
 Tashjian denied the allega-
tions, blaming the pandemic 
of the past year for financial 
troubles, which he vowed to 
rectify.
 “Defendants … argue that 
plaintiffs should wait and see 
whether Mr. Tashjian can some-
how negotiate a sale of the prop-
erty that will make everyone 
whole,” the plaintiffs said in 
court documents. “This argu-
ment is ludicrous and, frankly, 
delusional.”
 The 5150 investors are suing 
Dutchints for breach of contract 
and fiduciary duty, among other 
charges. Two of the investors 
have filed a complaint in inter-
vention, also granted in an April 
28 court decision, because their 
shares increased. Others are su-
ing over diluted profits.
 Tashjian and Dutchints are 
involved in at least 14 sepa-
rate lawsuits in the county per-
taining to misappropriation of 
funds.

DEVELOPER
From Page 4

COURTESY OF MATTEO GARBELOTTO

Citizen scientists jot down the GPS coordinates of a tree featuring signs of Sudden Oak Death. 
UC Berkeley’s annual SOD Blitz is underway through June in California.

See OAKS, Page 8
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Celebrate Summer, 
Dads & Grads!

Our Special Celebrate Box Pages Are Coming Soon!
In our May 26th and June 2nd issues, the Los Altos Town Crier 
will publish its special Celebrate Box Pages. These pages 
will consist of special box ads ~ single box size is 3” x 5.25”, 
including full color.

Want a larger ad space? You can take multiple boxes and group 
them together, ask for details as there’s lots of options.

The Los Altos Town Crier is Direct-Mailed every Wednesday to 
16,000 homes in Los Altos, Los Altos Hills & Mountain View, 
and surrounding communities.

That’s a readership of 40,000!

138 Main Street, Los Altos, CA 94022
losaltosonline.com

Wednesday, May 26th

Wednesday, June 2nd

Thursday, May 20th, 2pm
Thursday, May 27th, 2pm

PUBLICATION DATES:DEADLINE TO RESERVE SPACE:

For further information or to reserve a space, please contact:

Sales@latc.com (650) 948-9000

News

By Bruce Barton
Staff Writer/bruceb@latc.com

The time is right for the 
green town clock at Los 
Altos Veterans Commu-

nity Plaza.
 The city of Los Altos recent-
ly repaired the landmark clock, 
which was not keeping accurate 
time and made some odd noises.
 Public Works director Man-
uel Hernandez said he had been 
working on a fix since March 
2020.
 “I happened to notice the re-
ally bad-sounding chime,” he 
said. “Over the summer and 
fall, I started to receive calls 
about the time being incorrect, 
so I knew I had to seek out a 
public-clock repair company. I 
don’t think it is well-known, but 
finding someone to fix a public 
clock is not easy. Searching all 
over the West Coast, I was lucky 
to find someone in Oregon and 
worked up a scope of work in 
December. Ordering the parts at 
the beginning of the year, they 
came in several months later.”
 Workers fixed the clock April 
27.
 “We basically replaced all 
the internals: new chime, clock 
system, face lighting and pro-
gramming,” Hernandez said. 
“We should be all good for a 
while now. Sounds good, looks 
good and, above all, keeps the 
correct time.”

 The town clock was pur-
chased by Louise Spangler and 
dedicated in 1993. Spangler, who 
died in 2019, donated the clock 
in memory of her husband, for-
mer city council member Denny 

Spangler, who died in 1993.
 The clock was installed as 
part of a renovated downtown 
plaza, located at the intersec-
tion of Main and State streets in 
downtown Los Altos.

Downtown community plaza clock 
undergoes repairs, back on time

BRUCE BARTON/TOWN CRIER

The city of Los Altos recently fixed the green town clock at Los Altos Veterans Community Plaza.

Check out the online library 24/7: 
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News

several manzanita species with-
in Santa Cruz County, Garbe-
lotto said. Although manzanita 
was previously identified as a 
potential host of the pathogen, it 
typically grows in warmer, drier 
climates considered less hospi-
table to SOD.
 “This is kind of an unfore-
seeable consequence of the 
pathogen becoming a very good 
generalist, meaning that it can 
infect almost every plant that we 
know of,” Garbelotto said. “The 
limiting factor is not so much 
the plant. It’s really the environ-
ment: Is the environment favor-
able or not?”

Sentinel trees
 California bay laurel trees 
serve as both the most active 
spreaders of Phytophthora ramo-
rum and the most helpful indica-
tors of its presence. Although 
SOD doesn’t kill bay laurels, the 
trees are quick to reveal signs of 
infection on their leaves, includ-
ing brown lesions on the tips, 
irregular margins and yellow 
halos bordering blackish spots. 
Inspecting bay laurels for these 
telltale signs is much easier than 
detecting SOD in oaks, a pro-
cess that requires chipping away 
at tree bark.
 SOD Blitz volunteers are 
asked to designate 20 seconds 
per each of the four “sides” of 
bay laurel trees in their vicinity, 
examining leaves on the lower 
branches for necrotic tips. Sus-
pect leaves are collected within 
envelopes, and sampled trees 

are recorded by GPS coordi-
nates. The trunks are physically 
marked with colored tape or alu-
minum tags to alert other volun-
teers that a survey is complete.
 Leaf samples that test positive 
for SOD are used to populate 
the Berkeley lab’s ever-growing 
SODMAP app, a free guide for 
calculating an area’s risk for the 
disease. By consulting the app, 
California homeowners can de-
termine whether they should 
take action to protect their oaks 
like fortifying them with fun-
gicides, as Clifford does, or by 
sacrificing their bays, as Welch 
has done. (Garbelotto advises 
it’s time to start weighing op-
tions once SOD creeps within a 
kilometer or so of a property.)
 So far, more than 3 mil-
lion people have consulted the 
SODMAP app, and Garbelotto 
considers that a testament to the 
work of volunteers who donate 
their time each year to make UC 
Berkeley’s database richer. In 
2020, 267 participants surveyed 
21,943 trees and helped deter-
mine their average estimated 
true infection rate, 7.4%.
 “I’m very proud of Califor-
nians doing this,” Garbelotto 
said. “It warms my heart to see 
that people can collaborate on 
these important issues.” 
 Free SOD leaf collection kits 
are available Friday through 
Tuesday in front of the coun-
cil chambers at Los Altos Hills 
Town Hall, 26379 Fremont 
Road.
 To view UC Berkeley SOD 
Blitz training videos and 
for more information, visit  
sodblitz.org.

OAKS
From Page 6

COURTESY OF MATTEO GARBELOTTO 

Big Sur tanoaks show signs of Sudden Oak Death. Once the 
leaves turn brown, it’s time to cut down the tree, experts say.
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FRIENDS OF THE LOS ALTOS LIBRARY

USED BOOK SALES
Adult and Children’s Books

Sunday, May 16: 10am to 3pm
and

Sunday, May 23: 10am to 3pm
Fresh inventory each sale

All books: $2 hardbacks and trade paperbacks

$1 paperbacks & media

Los Altos History Museum Patio
51 S. San Antonio Road, Los Altos

Cash only. Masks and social distancing required.

For more info visit: http://losaltoslibraryfriends.org

PROCEEDS BENEFIT 
THE LOS ALTOS LIBRARIES

News

McCarthy, during the May 6 
event.
 LifeMoves CEO Aubrey 
Merriman said his organization 
provides “a safe, comfortable, 
private space” for homeless 
residents, but also “intensive 
case management and support 
services” that result in “proven 
outcomes.” He noted that most 
LifeMoves clients transition 
through the interim housing in 
90-120 days.
 The new community is part 
of the state’s Project Homekey 
program, which has provided 
more than 6,000 units statewide 
across 94 projects, Newsom 
said during his talk. He added 
that the project came in on time 
and under budget. 
 The Mountain View housing 
site, located off Leghorn Street, 
is one of 26 LifeMoves commu-
nities in the Bay Area, Merri-
man said.
 “This is an incredible day 
for our city,” said Mayor El-
len Kamei. “Here in Moun-
tain View, we continue to 
address homelessness in a car-
ing, supportive and responsive 
manner.”

Finding a solution
 The city has long tried to 
help its unstably housed resi-
dents, many of whom are living 
in their vehicles. A 2019 count 
found 606 homeless residents in 
the city.
 “The folks that this project 
is going to serve are folks who 
need more than just a roof over 
their heads,” Simitian said. 
“They are going to need case 
management, onsite help and 

housing support and classes … 
and all kinds of services that 
will help them stabilize into 
their next and better place.”
 Simitian called the new de-
velopment “a celebration of the 
kind of progress that partnership 
provides.”
 Merriman emphasized how 
interim housing provides imme-
diate solutions.
 “While permanent hous-
ing is ultimately the long-
term goal, it’s expensive and 
takes years to build,” he said. 
“LifeMoves Mountain View is 
a successful use case for how 
to build rapid, high-quality, 
flexible interim housing solu-
tions using state-of-the-art, 
prefabricated, modular con-
struction.”
 LifeMoves bills itself as Sili-
con Valley’s largest provider of 
interim housing and supportive 
services for those experienc-
ing homelessness. Other project 
partners include the California 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development, the 
County of Santa Clara, private 
philanthropies and private-sec-
tor donors including Google and 
LinkedIn.
 “Especially during the 
pandemic, we are proactively 
working to respond to the needs 
of all members of our commu-
nity,” Kamei said. “More than 
ever, we need to be flexible, 
be creative and be collabora-
tive. Thank you to all of our 
partners for believing in us and 
LifeMoves. We now have the 
Project Homekey interim hous-
ing community ready to serve 
our most vulnerable popula-
tions.”
 For more information, visit 
lifemoves.org/homekey.

HOUSING
From Page 4

GreenTown Los Altos Board of 
Directors.

State mandates 
loom
 The 2018 passage of two Cal-
ifornia State Legislature bills, 
Senate Bill 606 and Assembly 
Bill 1668, increase the pressure 
on urban water retailers like Cal 
Water to implement efficiency 
standards. By Nov. 1, 2023, and 
every Nov. 1 thereafter, they are 
required to submit annual reports 
on water use objectives as well as 
actual water use. Through Jan. 
1, 2025, the standard for indoor  
residential use is 55 gallons per 
capita daily, but it will continue 
to decrease over time. Standards 
for outdoor residential water use, 
water loss due to leaks and use 
for outdoor commercial, indus-
trial and institutional landscap-
ing are yet to be determined. A 
water retailer’s failure to report 
and to meet objectives could lead 
to penalties including conserva-
tion orders and civil liability.
 In 2020, California custom-
ers across 24 districts saved ap-
proximately 43 million gallons 
of water by taking advantage of 
conservation programs includ-
ing plumbing fixture replace-
ments and irrigation upgrades. 
Within Cal Water’s Los Altos 
District, which includes Los Al-
tos, Los Altos Hills and Moun-
tain View, residents conserved 5 
million gallons last year.
 Some district customers may 
be incentivized by rebates. The 
largest, $150, is earned through 
the purchase of high-efficiency 
clothes washers for residences 
and, for businesses, the purchase 
of a high-efficiency urinal.
 “Thank you residents and 

businesses in the Los Altos dis-
trict,” Cordone said.

Conservation efforts
 Cal Water’s 2020 conservation 
stats lag behind those of the year 
before, when customers across 22 
districts saved approximately 204 
million gallons of water, includ-
ing 10 million gallons attributed 
to the Los Altos District.
 But because annual water 
savings vary from year to year 
for various reasons, it’s impor-
tant to keep a district’s lifetime 
savings in mind, said Robert 
Seeley, a Cal Water outreach 
specialist, in an email sent to the 
Town Crier after the meeting.
 When considering the cumula-
tive effects of water conservation 
programs Los Altos Hills District 
customers participated in be-
tween 2011 and 2020, for exam-
ple, the programs are expected to 
save 750 million gallons in their 
lifetime, according to Seeley.
 “California Water Service 
has and continues to emphasize 
conservation as part of our daily 
lives and in taking that holistic 
approach, longevity and duration 
become the number which indi-
cate true conservation,” he wrote.
 Water use within the district 
is on the rise.
 State Water Resources Con-
trol Board data from 2015, at the 
height of the 2011-2017 Califor-
nia drought, reveals Los Altos 
District residents used 122 gal-
lons of water daily per capita, an 
average calculated for the sum-
mer months of June, July and 
August. Over the course of sum-
mer 2020, residents used 180 
gallons daily per capita on aver-
age during those three months. 
Compare that to statewide stats 
of 117 gallons during summer 
2015 and 137 gallons during 
summer 2020.

 A few participants at the May 
5 meeting, including Los Altos 
resident Joe Maleti, past chair-
person of the Los Altos Chamber 
of Commerce board, surmised 
the COVID-19 pandemic might 
have led to increased water con-
sumption because remote work 
means more people are home 
during the day.
 “With the COVID situation 
kicking in and now they’re tell-
ing us to wash our hands all 
the time – it’s like everything’s 
against water conservation,” 
Maleti said.
 Cal Water reps did not ad-
dress that theory during the 
meeting, but Seeley later re-
sponded to a Town Crier query 
about it.
 “I wouldn’t rule out poten-
tial impacts the pandemic may 
have had on water usage,” Seeley 
wrote in an email. “COVID-19 
has affected so many aspects 
of daily life. … With that being 
said, likely no singular factor is 
responsible for water usage and 
we remain dedicated to helping 
our customers conserve water 
and integrate conservation into 
their daily lives.”
 Seeley noted Cal Water has 
taken measures to limit disrup-
tions from maintenance and in-
frastructure upgrades during the 
pandemic and voluntarily placed 
a moratorium on service shut-
offs before an April 2020 execu-
tive order signed by Gov. Gavin 
Newsom mandated doing so.
 “At the onset of the pandemic 
California Water Service recog-
nized how important access to 
clean, safe, reliable water was in 
fighting this virus,” he wrote.
 To obtain a free Cal Water 
conservation kit, visit calwater.
com/kit. To learn about Cal 
Water rebates, visit calwater.
com/rebate.

DROUGHT
From Page 4

A 29-year-old Pleasanton 
man is in custody, held 
under suspicion of at-

tempted murder, after a stab-
bing that took place Sunday at 
the Sports Page Bar and Grill.
 The victim of the incident, 
a 19-year-old East Palo Alto 
man, suffered a single stab 
wound to his upper body, but he 

is expected to survive, accord-
ing to a Mountain View Police 
Department press release.
 MVPD police officers re-
sponded to the Shoreline Bou-
levard restaurant at approxi-
mately 1:30 a.m. Sunday, the 
release stated. They arrested 
Ronald Ferrari after Sports 
Page security officers identified 

him as the suspected attacker.
 MVPD K9 Thor helped locate 
the discarded knife used in the in-
cident, the press release noted.
 Police request that anyone 
with additional information on 
the incident email Det. Mat-
thew Hom at matthew.hom@ 
mountainview.gov.

– Megan V. Winslow

EPA resident stabbed at Mountain View bar

Trespassing
 May 6, 2:03 a.m.: 800 block 
of East El Camino Real, Moun-
tain View
 May 7, 12:03 p.m.: 800 

block of Leong Drive, Mountain 
View
 May 7, 12:19 p.m.: 800 
block of East El Camino Real, 
Mountain View
 May 7, 4:55 p.m.: 200 block 
of Main Street, Los Altos
 May 7, 8:56 p.m.: 0-100 

block of West El Camino Real, 
Mountain View
 May 7, 9:53 p.m.: 500 
block of East Middlefield Road, 
Mountain View
 May 8, 7:51 a.m.: 1200 
block of Grant Road, Mountain 
View

BLOTTER
From Page 4
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Award-winning home remodeling and design + build since 1985. 
Talk with a designer today or join one of our free educational workshops: 

SIGN UP TO ATTEND! Harrell-Remodeling.com/Workshops

Bathroom Remodel:  
From Brainstorm to Build
        Tues., May 18 at 7:00p.m.

Aging / Living in Place: 
Designing Your Home Today 
for All Your Tomorrows
        Thurs., May 20 at 7:00p.m.

100% EMPLOYEE-OWNED.  WOMAN FOUNDED.

News

the event generates revenue for 
LAVA used for other business-
boosting activities in the down-
town area.
 Downtown business inter-
ests also drove another change 
this year – fewer ready-to-eat 
hot food vendors along State 
Street. The extremely long 
line for baked potatoes and 
roast corn from Chava’s indi-
cated an enthusiastic interest, 
and the crepe vendor and Roli 
Roti roast chicken trucks had 
returned. But the Indian, Mexi-
can and barbecue from previ-
ous years were gone, at least for 
now.
 Hunter said LAVA wanted 
to focus on selecting vendors 
that offered totally differ-
ent food from the options in 
downtown restaurants, in a 
move to bolster attendance at 
brick-and-mortar restaurants 
even on market nights. He said 
the policy was likely to evolve 
over time based on feedback 
and the experiences of local 
merchants.
 “We want to make sure that 

our businesses are supported 
first, and provide the market for 
our community second,” Hunt-
er said, noting that disappoint-
ed diners looking for their fa-
vorites from last year said they 
understood the rationale – even 
if they didn’t totally agree.
 The market is not currently 
running at full capacity to en-
sure spacing between stalls 
that allows for distanced lines 

as people queue up for food. 
In weeks to come, as market 
operators can study the crowd 
and California potentially fur-
ther lightens COVID-19 re-
quirements, more booths may 
be added, according to Hunter. 
Pandemic-related rules for lo-
cal events are changing rap-
idly across multiple regulatory 
agencies, but Hunter said he 
anticipated they would local-

ly continue to require masks 
throughout the summer based 
on their own preference and 
their understanding of what 
Los Altos residents find most 
comfortable. Samples and wine 
may return to the market later 
this summer, again depending 
on how pandemic restrictions 
shift over time.
 “You’re still going to want 
to be safe – you can still re-

quire masks if you want to; 
it’s not going to be a free-for-
all,” Hunter said of what local 
businesses anticipate in the 
summer.
 The Downtown Los Altos 
Farmers’ Market is scheduled 
4-8 p.m. Thursdays through 
Sept. 30 on State and Third 
streets.
 For more information, visit 
downtownlosaltos.org.

PHOTOS BY ZOE MORGAN/TOWN CRIER

A sizable crowd, above, turned out to the Downtown 
Los Altos Farmers’ Market Thursday to peruse the of-
ferings, right.

MARKET
From Page 1
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Peek into the Past

COURTESY OF LOS ALTOS HISTORY MUSEUM

Los Altos City Council members prepare breakfast for city staff in 1984. Pictured, from left, are 
Harry Kallshian, Roger S.C. Eng, Frank Verlot, Jane Reed, Penny Lave and Bob Grimm.

Letters to the editor

The Town Crier welcomes let-
ters to the editor on current 

events pertinent to Los Altos, Los 
Altos Hills and Mountain View. 
Drop us a line at 138 Main St., 
Los Altos 94022, Attn: Editor, or 
email letters to bruceb@latc.com. 
Because editorial space is limited, 
please confine letters to no more 
than 200 words. Anonymous let-
ters will not be published.

Letters to the Editor

What’s all this about RHNA?
By Anne Paulson

You may have heard that Los Altos is 
required to build approximately 2,000 new 
homes in the next 10 years. You may have 

been hearing about the state-mandated Regional 
Housing Needs Allocation, or RHNA. What the 
heck is all this? It sounds like a lot.
 Let’s start with the housing element. Every eight 
years, each city in California is required to make 
a housing element, the part of a city’s general plan 
that deals with housing. In the housing element, 
we have to, among other things, say where new 
housing can be built. It is now time for Los Altos 
to make its new housing element for 2023-2030. 
We have to make a housing element, or face severe 
consequences.
 The first reaction a lot of Los Altans have is, 
“We should say we’re not going to build any new 
housing.” But we can’t do that. Every time a hous-
ing element cycle occurs, the state tells regions how 
many new housing units (that is, homes for people) 
they have to plan for in the next eight years, and 
the regions tell each city how many homes it has 
to plan for. Because we’re in a housing crisis this 
cycle, the California State Legislature has intro-
duced new laws, and the numbers are dramatically 
higher than in past cycles. These numbers are the 
RHNA. For 2023-2030, the agreed-upon method 
assigned 1,958 homes to Los Altos.
 That part is done. Now the city needs to figure 
out how to plan for 1,958 new homes over eight 
years. Nearly half of these have to be market-
rate homes, and the rest must be affordable for 
moderate-income residents (up to $169,900/year 
for a family of four) or low-income residents (up to 
$112,150/year for a family of four).
 It’s important to note that the city of Los Altos 
is not required, itself, to build any buildings. We’re 
required to set the table for housing, to provide 
places for housing to be built and get rid of impedi-
ments to home building. Nobody is going to force 
any property owner to build anything.
 Accessory dwelling units are one way we’ll chip 
away at our RHNA. Under the recently liberalized 

housing laws, Los Altans are building many more 
ADUs (backyard cottages or in-law units), each of 
which counts as one home toward our RHNA. 
 For the rest of our required low-income housing, 
we’ll have to zone for some higher-density low-
income homes. According to Jon Biggs, Los Altos’ 
community development director, the city expects 
to plan for this higher-density low-income housing 
along El Camino Real and San Antonio Road. We 
can use a zoning overlay, so builders are allowed 
additional density only for all-affordable buildings, 
making the lots more attractive to affordable-hous-
ing developers.
 And then we’ll have to figure out how to zone 
for the rest of the market-rate and moderate-income 
homes. We have a lot of choices. Some can go 
downtown, where we’re already seeing new hous-
ing; maybe some in Loyola Corners; maybe some 
down south near the Lucky supermarket.
 Individual citizens will have many avenues to be 
involved in these choices, including public forums, 
workshops and other ways to make our voices 
heard. 
 We shouldn’t underestimate the consequences 
of attempting to evade our legal responsibilities. 
If we don’t get a housing element approved by the 
state, then the state can and will impose draconian 
punishments. The city can be sued by the state’s 
attorney general, or outside groups, potentially 
eliminating Los Altos’ ability to issue building per-
mits and make land-use decisions. Any city without 
a housing element also loses access to state housing 
and  transportation funds. These consequences 
would be catastrophic for our city.
 We have the opportunity to work together as a 
community, move forward with our legal respon-
sibilities and ensure Los Altos is an affordable and 
beautiful city for generations to come.
 Anne Paulson is a member of the Los Altos 
Affordable Housing Alliance.

Other Voices

Group offers to help 
with council conflict
 On behalf of Los Altos Com-
munity Voices, the statements of 
the Los Altos City Council mem-
bers at the April 27 meeting con-
vince us that it is past time for the 
council to accept responsibility 
and act with a sense of urgency to 
take concrete steps to resolve the 
divisive and untenable situation 
between Councilmember Ly-
nette Lee Eng and activist Kenan 
Moos.
 We are ready and able to assist 
you, as needed and desired, in de-
veloping a solution.

Los Altos Community Voices 
Steering Committee: Robin 
Abrams, Curtis Cole, Kim 

Cranston, Cathy Lazarus, Bill 
Sheppard and Marie Young 

Accelerate transition 
to renewable energy
 Following is a response to the 
article “Flying cars? New Los Al-
tos business looking to make it a 
reality” (Town Crier, April 28).
 “The future belongs to those 
who believe in the beauty of their 
dreams,” said Eleanor Roosevelt.
 I believe the future will belong 
to Los Altos company ASKA for 
manifesting their beautiful dream 
of electric vertical takeoff and 
landing vehicles. As a diehard 
fan of the movie “Back to the 
Future,” I know that flying cars 

were supposed to be here in the 
year 2015. We seem to be at least 
a decade behind where we should 
be in transportation and energy 
innovation due in part to our ad-
diction to fossil fuels.
 To usher in this better future 
we dream of, we need to break 
our addiction and accelerate the 
transition to renewable energy. 
The very best way to do this is 
to support Carbon Fee and Divi-
dend climate legislation, as pro-
posed in H.R.2307. Economists 
estimate H.R.2307 will cut car-
bon emissions by 30% in the first 
five years, help us achieve net-ze-
ro carbon emission by 2050 and 
create clean energy jobs in the 
process.
 Reduced carbon emissions, a 
healthier planet and flying cars – 
what’s not to love?!

Carlos Rodriguez Santiago
Mountain View
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Community
Community Briefs

Garden Club meeting 
spotlights succulents
 The Garden Club of Los Al-
tos has scheduled Debra Lee 
Baldwin to discuss succulents at 
its monthly meeting, slated 1-3 
p.m. May 25 via Zoom.
 Members can learn how suc-
culents enhance the beauty and 
practicality of the garden and 
outdoor living areas. Whether a 
garden is large and established 
or on a small balcony, Baldwin 
will offer simple tips for tend-
ing to the easy-care, low-water 
plants. Known as the “Queen of 
Succulents,” she will introduce 
readily available varieties, ex-
plain their care and show how 
to combine them in fresh and 
appealing ways – both in land-
scapes and creative container 
gardens.
  An award-winning garden 
photojournalist and author, 
Baldwin launched global inter-
est in succulents in 2007 with 
her first book, “Designing with 
Succulents.” She also wrote 
two other best-sellers, “Suc-
culents Simplified” and “Suc-
culent Container Gardens.” She 
contributed to Sunset magazine 
for more than a decade and ap-
plies the “Sunset aesthetic” to 
everything she does: books, 
photos, presentations, newslet-
ters, articles, social media, and 
more. Her YouTube videos have 
accumulated more than 6 mil-
lion views.
 In 2017, the San Diego Horti-
cultural Society presented Bald-
win its lifetime achievement 
award.
 To access the Zoom link and 
for membership details, visit 
thegardencluboflosaltos.org.

Museum to review 
Mills Act Thursday
 The Los Altos History Muse-
um is scheduled to host a panel 
discussion, “Historic Preserva-
tion Through the Mills Act,” 
featuring the owners of land-
mark properties, 7 p.m. Thurs-
day via Zoom.
 In an effort to preserve the 
history of Los Altos, the city 
adopted the Mills Act in 1987, 
state legislation that provides 
an economic incentive program 
that lowers property taxes for 

Input needed for Los Altos’ Climate Action and Adaptation Plan
Town Crier Report

Los Altos kicks off virtual opportu-
nities this week for residents to of-
fer their input on potential actions 

the city can implement to fight climate 
change.
 The call for feedback, which supports 
the development of Los Altos’ Climate Ac-
tion and Adaptation Plan (CAAP), follows a 
charge to re-evaluate the existing plan’s out-
dated measures to better address the signifi-
cant impacts of greenhouse gas emissions on 
the community.
 The former Climate Action Plan, imple-
mented in 2013, aimed to deliver a 17% 
reduction in emissions by 2020. The latest 

roadmap will evaluate the city’s current 
progress, determine new targets on emis-
sions reduction and create a plan that miti-
gates other possible climate hazards.
 “The impact of greenhouse gases poses 
a risk to the Los Altos community, espe-
cially to our most vulnerable populations,” 
said Emiko Ancheta, the city’s sustainabil-
ity coordinator. “Updating the Climate Ac-
tion and Adaptation Plan will strengthen our 
community’s resilience by creating a frame-
work the city can strive toward to become 
more environmentally sustainable.”
 Local residents are urged to share their 
thoughts in an online survey; the survey will 
remain open through June 6.

 The community engagement process also 
will include a workshop in June featuring 
an informational presentation and interac-
tive activities to help facilitate input from 
participants. A second survey will follow to 
gain insight on the developed  recommend- 
ations.
 To submit questions or comments, email 
environment@losaltosca.gov. The feedback 
provided will assist the Environmental 
Commission and city staff as they craft a 
CAAP that serves all segments of the com-
munity.
 For more information on the survey 
or the development of the CAAP, visit 
losaltosca.gov/caap.

Pets featured in drive-by parade

TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTO

The annual Los Altos Kiwanis Club Pet Parade is scheduled 10 a.m. Saturday in the downtown 
area. Above is a photo from the 2018 event. This year’s event is a car parade. Participants will 
be asked to remain in their vehicles to ensure a COVID-safe experience. The theme of this 
year’s parade is “The Healing Power of Pets,” and those who adopted a pet during the COVID 
crisis are encouraged to drive their animals in the parade. Mel and Maddy Kahn, longtime El 
Camino Hospital benefactors, will serve as grand marshals. The parade route is abbreviated 
this year, running along State Street from First to Fourth streets. The parade will be broadcast 
on KMTV and livestreamed on the internet. For more information, visit losaltoskiwanis.org.

Museum 
offers 
educational 
resources 
online
Town Crier Report

As part of their third- and 
fourth-grade curricu-
lum, every spring lo-

cal public and private schools 
and home-schooled students 
take field trips to the Los Al-
tos History Museum to experi-
ence California history. Due 
to the pandemic, last year the 
museum was forced to halt in-
person tours, and many students 
missed the educational opportu-
nity. To make the lessons avail-
able while tours remain on hold, 
the museum’s Education Com-
mittee developed three online 
versions of some of the key in-
formation offered in person.
 The Education Committee, 
chaired by Anne Roberts, com-
prises former teachers respon-
sible for writing the content and 
leading the educational tours 
focused on local history for 
third-graders in April, and on 
California history for fourth-
graders in May. The committee 
also partners with the Los Altos 
Historical Commission to spon-
sor the Margaret Thompson Es-
say Contest, which has run for 
38 years.
 “The school tours have been 
held since before the current 
museum opened, when it was 
still the History House,” Rob-
erts said. “Since we were unable 

AAUW speaker set to discuss sustainability
Town Crier Report

The Los Altos/Mountain View American 
Association of University Women has 
scheduled Jasneet Sharma, director of the 

Office of Sustainability for Santa Clara County, 
to serve as keynote speaker for its Zoom meeting 
2-3 p.m. May 27.
 Sharma provides leadership for implementing 
sustainability goals, policies and projects for the 
county. The Office of Sustainability emphasizes 
coordination with nonprofit organizations and 
other community groups to minimize the effects of 
climate change, eliminate historical environmental 
injustice and educate residents on sustainability 
strategies.

 The AAUW prioritizes issues affecting women, 
including environmental justice, sustainability and 
equity in opportunities, especially in STEM profes-
sions. The program will focus on individual actions 
in support of sustainability in housing, education, 
employment and the environment.
 The meeting will be interactive, with Sharma 
presenting several slides at a time and then asking 
for comments, questions and other feedback.
 Local AAUW branch members will receive an 
evite to the meeting in advance of the date. Non-
members who wish to join the event can email 
Claire Noonan at c.noonan@yahoo.com. Include 
full name and email to be added to the evite list.
 For more information, visit lamv-ca.aauw.net. See MUSEUM, Page 17See BRIEFS, Page 17



Page 14 / Los Altos Town Crier / May 12, 2021

Modern concierge dentistry accepting
MEDICARE for dental implants & oral
surgery.

We are offering complimentary
consultations for a limited time. Call
(408) 547-2542 before offer expires.

MEDICARE may pay up to $20,000 for
oral health related procedures! 

SOOTHING DENTAL

DR. LADAN SAHABI

DR. SIAVASH DEHGHANI

500 E. Remington Drive, Suite 23
Sunnyvale, CA 94087

www.soothing.dental

DR. GARY SEVELY

Community

First Friday moves Los Altos

BRUCE BARTON/TOWN CRIER

The monthly First Friday event last week featured a “Dancing in the Streets” theme. Members 
of the Spartan Dance Club from Mountain View High School perform a jazz dance, above. They 
also offered spectators an impromptu dance lesson at Veterans Community Plaza in downtown 
Los Altos. First Fridays feature special hours for restaurants and shops, live entertainment, 
promotions and themed games and activities. For more information, email Jamie Lucia at 
drjamie@sbcglobal.net or visit losaltosfirstfriday.org.

CHAC events designed to 
‘Unlock Inner Strengths,’ 
address mental health
Special to the Town Crier

The nonprofit Community 
Health Awareness Coun-
cil has scheduled a series 

of free online weekly events in 
May, Mental Health Awareness 
Month, aimed at informing, in-
spiring and helping individuals 
and families begin to heal after 
a difficult year.
 Collectively titled “Unlock-
ing Our Inner Strengths with 
CHAC,” and presented in part-
nership with LinkedIn Corp., 
the events are held weekly 
through May 26.
 Topics are designed to appeal 
to a wide range of audiences 
and include ways to build last-
ing connections virtually and 
in person, the role that mental 
wellness plays in motivating lo-
cal teens, self-care and support 
across diverse communities, 
and tips for parents to help their 
teens navigate and succeed in a 

complicated world.
 Registration is open for both 
remaining events, slated 6:30-
7:30 p.m. After each program, 
presented in the form of a panel 
discussion, participants may re-
main online for an additional 
half-hour for an optional ques-
tion-and-answer session.
 The two remaining events:
 • May 19: “Parenting Teens 
Doesn’t Have to be Painful”
 • May 26: “Self-Care and 
Support Across Diverse Com-
munities”
 The Mountain View-based 
CHAC provides affordable 
mental health care.
 Co-sponsors of the series 
include Google Inc. and Santa 
Clara Family Health Plan. Addi-
tional sponsorships are available.
 To register and for more 
information on the events or 
sponsorships, visit chacmv.
org.
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Special to the Town Crier

Asian Americans for Com-
munity Involvement and 
Santa Clara County Su-

pervisor Joe Simitian have sched-
uled a series of virtual panel dis-
cussions in May under the theme 
“Understanding the Asian Amer-
ican and Pacific Islander (AAPI) 
Experience,” featuring a group 
of AAPI leaders and community 
members.
 The three discussions aim to 
provide a foundation for under-
standing the AAPI community, 
including its culture and his-
tory, origins of prejudice and 
violence, and notions of identity 
within the AAPI community.
 The panels are slated 6:30-8 
p.m. Thursday, May 20 and May 
27. According to organizers, the 
panelists’ titles are for identifica-
tion purposes only and are not in-
tended to suggest organizational 
endorsement.
 The lineup:
 • Thursday: “Our Diverse 
AAPI Community.” Who’s 
who in the AAPI community? 
What are their histories, stories 
and experiences? What are their 
similarities and differences? Pan-
elists include Pawan Dinghra, 
author and professor at Amherst 
College; Michele Lew, CEO of 
The Health Trust; and Natalie 
Masuoka, author and associate 
professor and chairperson and 
of Asian American studies at 
UCLA.
 • May 20: “Prejudice and 
Violence.” Where does the prej-
udice come from? What causes 
the violence? What can people 
do about it? Panelists include 
California Attorney General Rob 
Bonta; Santa Clara County Supe-
rior Court Judge Johnny Gogo; 
and Helen Hsu, lead outreach 
specialist, staff psychologist, 
Asian-American specialist and 
lecturer at Stanford University.
 • May 27: “Notions of Iden-
tity.” How does the AAPI com-
munity see and describe itself? 
How is it seen and described 
by others? Panelists include Foot-
hill College president Thuy Thi 
Nguyen; Phillip Yun, CEO of the 
World Affairs Council; and a re-
peat appearance by Dinghra.
 To register for a panel and for 
more information, visit tinyurl.
com/understandingaapi or aaci.
org.

Taking a stand
 Simitian said the program has 
been in the works for months and 
predates the most recent surge 

in anti-Asian incidents. May is 
Asian American and Pacific Is-
lander Heritage Month, which 
seemed a “particularly appropri-
ate time for the series,” he noted.
 “Over the last year, and in re-
cent months, our communities 
– our friends, family, colleagues 
and neighbors – have experienced 
a resurgence in harassment and 
violence,” Simitian said. “It’s ap-

palling and unacceptable.”
 Like other elected officials, he 
said he has been able to partici-
pate in public rallies.
 “But a rally is not enough to 
break down long-standing preju-
dice, violence and exclusionary 
practices,” Simitian added. “Real 
change requires understanding 
– a willingness to listen, engage 
and do the necessary work. I hope 

that people will join AACI and 
me to better understand our coun-
ty’s diverse Asian-American and 
Pacific Islander communities.”
 Sarita Kohli, president & CEO 
of AACI, said she is “deeply out-
raged” by the racially motived 
attacks and crimes against Asian 
Americans.
 “We need to come together as 
a community and stand against 

xenophobia, hate and violence,” 
Kohl said. “AACI is honored to 
join Supervisor Simitian and pro-
vide an opportunity for discus-
sion and understanding about the 
diversity of experiences that exist 
within the AAPI community. We 
hope that knowledge and empa-
thy will empower our communi-
ties to support each other and heal 
together.”
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AACI, Simitian schedule panel series on Asian-American experience
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El Camino Women’s 
Medical Group
Obstetrics, Gynecology, Infertility  Minimally Invasive Surgery

Visut our Brand New Office

You deserve to 
feel like 

yourself again 

FIRST YEAR’S TREATMENT 
FOR NEW MONA LISA PATIENTS GET 

45% off

2495 Hospital Drive Suite 670
MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 94040

650-396-8110 • Shar@ElCaminoWomen.com

MonaLisaMountainView.com

Offer expires on May 31st.

Community
SVOS virtual art show supports homeless children
Town Crier Report

Silicon Valley Open Studios has for more 
than 30 years connected artists with art 
enthusiasts by offering tours of the art-

ists’ studios. The annual showcase is virtual this 
year, with an online art show and sale scheduled 
through the end of May.
 The virtual event will enable art lovers to view 
and buy local art online. Buyers will be support-
ing a charitable cause, with 15% of sales donated 

to DrawBridge, a nonprofit organization that pro-
vides free arts programming for underserved and 
homeless children.
 More than 100 artists are displaying 600-plus 
pieces of art, including paintings, fiber arts, mixed 
media, jewelry, sculptures and ceramics. Except 
for photographs and prints, the art is one-of-a-kind.
 To see the art, visit svos.org and click “Mem-
ber Artists.” Visitors can search by artists’ 
names or by type of art.

 Social Scenes

Former Los Altos Hills Mayor Cour-
tenay C. Corrigan, above left, hosted 

a virtual Hawaiian Happy Hour 
fundraiser for WomenSV, a 

local organization that serves survi-
vors of domestic abuse, April 29 at her 
home, with Damon Casatico, right, as 
auctioneer. Corrigan taught attendees 

how to mix three summer cocktails. 
WomenSV founder Ruthven Dar-

lene, above right, discussed coercive 
control and the services her nonprofit 

provides. To donate, visit womensv.org/
donations.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF EMMA EVANS AND RUTHVEN DARLENE

Pet of the Week

COURTESY OF PETS IN NEED

Thor is a 2-year-old, 80-pound Labrador retriever available 
for adoption through Pets In Need, the contract provider 
of animal services for Los Altos and Los Altos Hills. His 
favorite activities are zoomies, sunbathing and pets. “This 
guy soaks up any and all affection,” PIN reps told the Town 
Crier. “Chin scritches, belly rubs, ear scratches – he is just a 
total snuggle-bunny!” Thor is best suited for a home with a 
yard, and his new parents should be prepared to work with 
a trainer to manage some behaviors, including barking with 
enthusiasm and leash pulling. For an adoption application and 
more information, visit petsinneed.org/dogs/thor.
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Religious Directory

Religious Directory
First Church of Christ, 

Scientist
401 University Ave.  (650) 948-3602 
www.ChristianScienceLosAltos.org

Reading Room at 60 Main Street
Open Thursdays 10 - 1

Join us ONLINE for 
Sunday worship 10 - 11 am 

Wednesday testimony meeting 7:30 pm
See our website for how to connect

UNION CHURCH
A Community of Christ Followers  

Loving, Learning and  
Serving Together

Worship 10 am
Join us online

Livestream.com/upclosaltos
858 University Ave.
www.unionpc.org
(650) 948-4361

Connecting our diverse community to God...

www.ConnectBCC.org
650.948.5698 - 625 Magdalena Ave, Los Altos 92024

Home of: Los Altos Christian Schools
(www.lacs.com)

Service Online: 
www.connectbcc.org/online/

Every Sunday morning

Foothills Congregational Church, UCC
461 Orange Ave. 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP: Sunday, 10:00 a.m.

Services are online. Visit our website 
for information and details. 

650-282-7718  www.foothills-church.org

 St. Simon Catholic 
Church & School

Please check our website for Outdoor and 
LiveStream Mass schedule during shelter in place.

www.stsimon.org

Weekday: 6:30 am & 8:30 am
Saturday: 8:30 am & 5:00 pm

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 11:15, 5:00 pm

Fr. Brendan McGuire, Pastor
1860 Grant Road, Los Altos

4024650-967-8311

Mass Schedule

Sunday Services - Online Via Zoom
10:00 a.m.   Children's Service
10:15 a.m.   Morning Prayer Service 
     Holy Eucharist Service
     (alternating Sundays) 

To list your  

Religious  

Organization 

email Taylor 

(Classified) at 

 taylorb@latc.com

LLOOSS  AALLTTOOSS  LLUUTTHHEERRAANN  
LOS ALTOS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Rejoice in the Word + Sent in the Spirit 

1100::0000  AAMM  WWOORRSSHHIIPP  OONNLLIINNEE  
Visit the website for details 
www.LosAltosLutheran.org 

YYoouutthh  &&  FFaammiillyy,,  DDeevvoottiioonnaallss,,  OOnnlliinnee  
CCoommmmuunniittyy,,  IInntteerrggeenneerraattiioonnaall  CCaarree  

460 S. El Monte Ave. (at Cuesta) 
650.948.3012 / office@losaltoslutheran.org 

Pastor David Bonde & LaVinnia Pierson 
 

 

LOS ALTOS LUTHERAN CHURCH

9:00 Contemporary Service
and Sunday School

11:00 Traditional Service & Choir

1715 Grant Road • Los Altos
BETWEEN FOOTHILL BLVD. & FREMONT AVE.

650-967-4906 • www.ilclosaltos.com

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN LOS ALTOS

Come Share the Spirit

Join us online for worship, 
inspirational messages, 

and great music every 
Sunday at 10 AM. Please 

visit ourfwebsite or 
Facebook page for more 

information.

1715 Grant Road • Los Altos
650-967-4906 • www.ilclosaltos.com

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 
CHRUCH IN LOS ALTOS
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH LOS ALTOS
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“So powerful is the light of unity that 
it can illuminate the whole earth.” 

. 
Join Mountain View Bahá’ís 

on Zoom for Soul Food: 
Meetup.com/Soul-Food-SV 

. 
650-450-9171 . www.mvbahais.org 

. 
“In the garden of thy heart plant 

naught but the rose of love.” 
 
 

The Bahá’í Faith 
 

Community
BRIEFS
From Page 13

to meet in person the past two 
springs, we wanted to find a way 
to reach out to the students.”
 VirtualEyes Media recently 
produced a 3D tour of the muse-
um’s historical J. Gilbert Smith 
House for the general public. 
The committee then approached 
the company about creating 
one geared to third- and fourth-
graders. The virtual lesson 
includes interactive elements, 
such as clicking an apricot icon 
to ring a doorbell or trigger 
text boxes of information. Sha-
ron Barkoff narrates the tour, 
which progresses through the 
parlor, dining room, kitchen, 
pantry, laundry porch and up-
stairs bedrooms, including the 
kids’ room.
 In the “California Agricul-
ture” lesson, or “Cal Aggies” for 
short, docent Kaye Loughmiller 
teaches about the farming of 

apricots on a tour of the apricot 
cutting shed and sulphur drying 
shed, and Anne MacPherson 
gives an overview of the equip-
ment used in local agriculture, 
including the walnut huller and 
tractor.
 A downloadable PDF lesson 
titled “Stepping into the Won-
drous World of Anna Knapp 
Fitz” provides an introduction to 
the paintings of the local artist 
and a view of Los Altos in the 
early days. The lesson includes 
questions for students to think 
about and ends with suggested 
activities inspired by the painter.
 “We hope students and their 
families will participate in these 
online lessons,” Roberts said. 
“They can be used by teachers 
in classrooms or by families at 
home, and are now available 
to students who don’t normally 
visit the museum.”
 To access the free educa-
tional resources, visit losal-
toshistory.org/StudentTours.

MUSEUM
From Page 13

homeowners who maintain 
the historical and architectur-
al character of their qualified 
properties.
 In Los Altos, 14 structures 
have been designated Mills Act 
properties, the first of which was 
the Winchester-Merriman House 
on Edgewood Lane, built in the 
1800s and the oldest residential 
home in the city. Another des-
ignated property is the Adams 
House on Pepper Avenue, built in 
1906. The owner, Jon Baer, will 
join the panel of homeowners at 
the museum’s program.
 To attend the free program, 
sign up at losaltoshistory.org/
MillsAct.

SV@Home marks 
housing month
 Silicon Valley at Home 
(SV@Home) has scheduled a 
series of events in May to mark 
Affordable Housing Month.
 The events – all free and 
online – will answer questions 
such as why housing costs so 
much, where to start if inter-
ested in building an accessory 
dwelling unit and how people 
are attempting to solve home-
lessness.
 Scheduled events include:
 • Thursday: “Virtual Af-
fordable Housing Tour,” pre-
sented by the Santa Clara 
County Office of Supportive 
Housing, which is leading the 
process for 330 Distel Drive, 

an all-affordable project in Los 
Altos
 • Friday: “The Future of 
Housing in Silicon Valley: The 
Cost of Housing,” presented by 
SV@Home
 • May 19: “Safe Parking 
Best Practices,” presented by 
Palo Alto Forward
 • May 21: “The Future of 
Housing: Innovative Govern-
ment Action,” presented by 
SV@Home
 • May 25: “Affordably Hous-
ing California’s Essential ‘Miss-
ing Middle,” hosted by Catalyst 
Housing Group
 To register, for a list of 
events and for more informa-
tion, visit siliconvalleyathome.
org/events/#affordable-housing-
month.

‘Beyond the Canvas’ 
display comes to library
 “Beyond the Canvas,” an 
art exhibition sponsored by the 
Zhaoyu Cultural Foundation, is 
on display at the Los Altos main 
library through June 1.
 The exhibition features the 
work of five students of master 
painter Yuming Tseng:  Cleo 
Chen, Ariel Hong, Ashley Qiu, 
Richard Shi and April Wu.
 The Los Altos main library 
is located at 13 S. San Antonio 
Road. Library hours, reduced 
during  the pandemic, are 1-6 
p.m. daily. 
 For more information on 
the exhibition, visit sccld.org/ 
los-altos-library or booksandme.
org.

Read both print and online editions of the Town Crier

Did you know that some features on losaltosonline.com do not appear in the print edition and 
some items in print do not appear online? That’s why you need to read both. Don’t miss out on 

all the news about your community.



Page 18 / Los Altos Town Crier / May 12, 2021

hausnerschool.org
Learn Actively  |  Question Deeply  |  Give Back

GIDEON HAUSNER JEWISH DAY SCHOOL 
TK–8 | Palo Alto 

SStt..  NNiicchhoollaass  CCaatthhoolliicc  SScchhooooll  
1122881166  EEll  MMoonnttee  RRooaadd,,  LLooss  AAllttooss  HHiillllss  

665500--994411--44005566        wwwwww..ssttnniicchhoollaassLLAAHH..ccoomm  

Our Transitional Kindergarten program provides the first year of an optional  
two-year Kindergarten curriculum giving space and time for your youngest 

Celtics to grow confidently into their abilities.  This first year sets the foundation 
for learning in a safe and age appropriate setting, introducing base concepts and  
social skills needed for success.  The curriculum is aligned with the Kindergarten  

California Common Core Standards which includes; Language Arts, Math,  
Science, Religion, Art, Music, P.E. and Library Time. 

We invite you to check out our outstanding Transitional Kindergarten! 

 

All rights reserved. Nike and the Swoosh design are registered trademarks of Nike, Inc. and its affiliates, and are used under license. 
Nike is the title sponsor of the camps and has no control over the operation of the camps or the acts or omissions of US Sports Camps.

NIKE TENNIS CAMPS 
AT STANFORD UNIVERSITY
Full and Half Day Camps  |  June-August
Directed by: Paul Goldstein, Lele Forood, 
Brandon Coupe and Frankie Brennan

www.USSportsCamps.com

SCAN TO SECURE 
YOUR SPOT 

Questions? Call us! 1-800-NIKE-CAMP

All camps or clinics shall be open to any and all entrants (limited only by number, age, grade level and/or gender).

210510_Stanford_Tennis_Ad.indd   1210510_Stanford_Tennis_Ad.indd   1 5/10/21   10:47 AM5/10/21   10:47 AM

Grades K-12
• Reading • Writing • Math 
• Algebra I  • Algebra II 
• Geometry 
• Study Skills 
• Enrichment 
• Pre-SAT Prep 

1350 Grant Road, Suite 11 B, 
Mountain View, CA, 94040 

FREE Diagnostic 
Assessment 

SUMMER SPECIALSUMMER SPECIAL

50% off 
your first month! 

Offer ends
 June 30th

(650) 396-7680

ONE-to-ONE INSTRUCTION

www.tutoringcenter.com
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COMMUNITY • HOSPITALITY • INTEGRITY • INDIVIDUALITY • SPIRITUALITY

Woodside Priory School is a Catholic 

Benedictine, independent college 

preparatory school serving grades 6-12.

At Priory, our mission is to assist all 

students in creating meaningful and 

balanced lives, developing as lifelong 

learners and stewards, and productivity 

serving a world in need of their gifts.

Woodside Priory School
302 Portola Road Portola Valley CA 94028

(650) 851-8221 www.prioryca.org

Miramonte Christian School
Teaching Students to Find Opportunities in Setbacks

1175 Altamead Drive
Los Altos, CA 94024

To Schedule a Tour & Private Consult, 
call 650.605.7109 

or Contact Online info@miramonteschool.org

miramonteschool.org

NURTURE •  EMPOWER •  INSPIRE

Open and In-Person
1ST DAY OF SCHOOL 

August 18, 2021

K-8 Christian School In Your Backyard

Miramonte 
Christian School
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Located just west of 280 at Alpine Rd, Woodland is an independent day school that 
offers a balanced approach to learning in a diverse and inclusive environment.
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CALL FOR A PRIVATE TOUR (650) 424-1267

www.EmersonMontessori.com

Emerson                    
                                SchoolMontess

ori

1982

• Individualized, self-paced, Montessori curriculum 
• Emphasis on personal goal setting and time management 
• Foreign languages, art, and music included for all students 
• Cultivation of thinking skills and personal values 
• Year-round, full-day, program for grades 1-8
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Cupertino Union School District offers a high-quality, fee-based 
preschool program serving children between the ages of 

three and five. Children within and outside of Cupertino Union School 
District may apply!

CuperDoodle Preschool follows all state and local health safety guidelines. 

CuperDoodle Preschool

CUPERTINO UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT

Summer program available now  
www.cuperdoodle.org. Enrollment is limited!

PRESCHOOL LOCATIONS:  
• Montclaire Elementary School 

• Muir Elementary School 
(English & Mandarin Bilingual Programs) 

For more information or to 
register online go to

www.cuperdoodle.org
or call (408) 252-3000.

WITH CSMA THIS SUMMER!
GET CREATIVE

• Onsite and virtual arts camps, classes and workshops 
starting 6/14 through 8/6.

• Expert teaching artists and personal attention make our 
programs shine! 

• Convenient Mountain View location.

arts4all.org
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By Zoe Morgan
Staff Writer/zoem@latc.com

Los Altos High School 
students and staff have 
long worked to make the 

campus more environmentally 
friendly, and last month the fed-
eral government recognized the 
school for its efforts.
 The U.S. Department of Edu-
cation named Los Altos High 
a 2021 Green Ribbon School, 
making it one of five only Cali-
fornia schools to earn the award 
this year. The Green Ribbon 
Schools program honors schools 
for their sustainability practices.
 Students from the school’s 
Green Team club spearheaded 
the application process, in col-
laboration with teachers, admin-
istrators and other adult advisers.
 “(The award) sets us up to 
recognize our role as a leader 
in terms of sustainability and 
then almost gives us respon-
sibility to promote and foster 
our culture of sustainability,” 
Green Team co-president Audrey  
Chang said.
 The Green Ribbon Schools 
award takes into account a 
school’s work across a range of 
areas, including the steps en-
acted to reduce environmental 
impact, how environmental edu-

cation is incorporated into the 
curriculum and how the school 
is improving the health and 
wellness of its students and staff.
 Los Altos High received 
a state-level Green Ribbon 
Schools award in 2019, but this 
is the first time the school has 
been recognized at the national 
level.

 When Los Altos High applied 
for the 2019 award, the timeline 
was tight and the application 
had to be completed quickly, 
said Margaret Capetz, Green 
Team’s other co-president. This 
time around, the team was able 
to use its previous application as 
a starting point, reviewing and 
fine-tuning it to reapply.

 That involved interviewing 
teachers, students and staff to 
gather more information about 
sustainability on campus, Chang 
said, as well as improving how 
the application described the 
school’s efforts.
 “Los Altos High School is 
an awesome school – we’re an 
amazing school in terms of sus-

tainability,” she said. “The first 
time we documented it, we just 
caught a glimpse of how we per-
formed in terms of sustainabil-
ity, and this time it was a more 
holistic picture.”

Team effort
 Chang stressed that though 
students in Green Team worked 
to complete the application, the 
sustainability efforts themselves 
are far broader and involve the 
work of people throughout the 
district.
 Assistant principal Galen 
Rosenberg said the school’s 
push to be more sustainable has 
been a long-term commitment 
over roughly the past decade 
that has required support from 
the Mountain View Los Altos 
Union High School District’s 
board and administration, as 
well as from students and vari-
ous community groups.
 Steps the school has taken 
include erecting solar panels 
and onsite battery storage, in-
stalling electric-vehicle charg-
ing stations and construct-
ing environmentally friendly 
buildings.
 Although some decisions 
were made at the district-level, 
Rosenberg said students also 

Schools
Los Altos High earns national Green Ribbon for sustainability

See GREEN, Page 23

ZOE MORGAN/TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTO

A student parks his bike at Los Altos High last month, a sustainable practice Green Team encourages.

By Karuna Chandran
Town Crier Editorial Intern 

Three local boys recently 
participated in the mid-
dle school VEX IQ Ro-

botics competition in Dublin 
and emerged victorious, earn-
ing a Create Award at the state 
championships and a ticket to 
the world championships.
 “So when we qualified for 
states, I was just really proud, 
and I was quite surprised that 
our team was able to beat most of 
the other teams in California be-
cause we had only come together 
for about a few months, and this 
was our first time doing VEX,” 
team member Philip Oberhart 
said of the March event.
 The partnership between 
Mountain View resident Phil-
ip, who attends Bullis Char-
ter School, and fellow middle 
schoolers Ben Sandland (Ocean 

Grove Charter School) and 
Aaron Kang (Cupertino Mid-
dle School) of Los Altos began 
when Ben – taking classes from 
home – decided to form his own 
team because he could not form 
one at school.
 As the trio began the build 
process, they had a lot of logis-
tics to consider.
 “One challenge was find-
ing an available time where all 
three of us could come together 
and work on the robot together, 
because in the first few months 
when we started building this 
robot, the schedule was kind of 
scattered,” Philip said. “It was 
taken very casually, but then 
as time moved on, we became 
more serious about it and then 
we started actually trying to 
plan out times when we could 
come together as one group.”
 In an effort to facilitate their 
meetings, Ben’s father, Nathan 

Sandland, acted as the team’s 
coach. He and the other par-
ents worked together to arrange 
team meetings and help the 
boys stay on course amid the 
pandemic.
 “Probably almost any eighth-
grade (and seventh-grade) boy 
is, especially when you get mul-
tiple of them together, pretty 
rambunctious,” Nathan said. “I 
think setting clear goals for not 
necessarily focusing on long-
term goals but the short-term 
goals, and what is it that we 
need to do before that competi-
tion and helping them see that 
there were things they needed 
to do immediately in order to 
make it to those goals, was a 
good solution to that.”

Budding engineers
 Each boy had his own moti-
vation for completing the robot. 

Three local middle schoolers qualify for robotics world championships

COURTESY OF NATHAN SANDLAND

Ben Sandland, from left, Aaron Kang and Philip Oberhart 
recently qualified for the VEX IQ Robotics world championships.See ROBOTICS, Page 24
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FFrreemmoonntt  HHiillllss    
Country Club 
Los Altos Hills, CA  

 

 
 
 

 
      

Don't miss out on the fun! 
Camp Fremont is a fun-filled day camp for 
campers ages 5 to 12.   
Each day campers participate in tennis, 
swimming, art & crafts, and classic field 
games & activities. Yoga and horseback riding 
are on alternating days – all led by our 
outstanding Camp Fremont Counselors & 
the Tennis, Yoga, Stables, and Swim 
Instructors.   
Delicious & nutritious camp lunch is prepared 
daily at Fremont Hills’ own Barracuda Grill 
and packed to-go. Campers refuel with a 
morning afternoon snack – the perfect way to 
cap off a busy day! 
 
Registration is available only through our website: 
 www.campfremont.com  
*Masking and social distancing are required 
For questions regarding camp contact  
Camp Director, Ana Klara Aguilar at 
camp@fremonthills.com 

    2021 Camp Sessions 
 

      8:45am – 3:30pm 
   

Session 1:   June 7 – 11 
Session 2:   June 14 – 18  
Session 3:   June 21 – 25 
Session 4:   July 5 – 9 
Session 5:   July 12 – 16 
Session 6:   July 19 – 23 
Session 7:   July 26 – 30  
Session 8:  August 2 – 6 

 
• Special 2- and 3-Day enrollments  

are available. 
• Extended care is available: 

              8:15-8:45am & 3:30-5:00pm  
Photos taken pre-pandemic 

* 
 

Schools

have played an important role 
in green initiatives on campus, 
including spearheading a ban 
on the sale of single-use plastic 
bottles, changing the school’s 
parking permit system and en-
couraging more students to walk 
or bike to campus.
 “They really do that work – 
the students really do,” Rosen-
berg said. “I do not think we 
would have made the progress 
we’ve made without the stu-
dent group over the years doing 
these things and supporting the 
larger effort – and we definitely 
wouldn’t have gotten the award 
without them.”
 Sybil Cramer, Green Team’s 
parent liaison, said receiving na-
tional recognition may mean the 
school can help other schools 
interested in taking similar en-
vironmental actions.
 “If they can have a voice on 
the national level, any way that 
we can be helpful, we are glad to 
be helpful,” Cramer said.

Next steps
 Now that Los Altos High has 
received the national Green Rib-
bon Schools award, Green Team 
members hope to take further 
actions as a club, school and dis-
trict. Possible next steps include 
continuing to work toward being 
zero waste.
 According to Capetz, Green 
Team also wants to broaden the 
diversity of its members and in-
crease involvement across the 
student body. That may include 
collaborating with groups such 
as the Latino Student Union and 
Black Student Union, Capetz 
said.
 “There’s so many green-mind-
ed students on campus, but not all 
of them are in Green Team or in-
volved with us,” she said.
 Chang said Green Team wants 
to focus on issues of environ-
mental justice, recognizing that 
underrepresented groups are the 
most impacted by climate issues.
 On the local level, one ex-
ample is that Los Altos High 
students who live in less affluent 
parts of Mountain View often 

have a more difficult commute 
to school, having to cross ma-
jor roads like El Camino Real, 
Rosenberg said.
 “There’s no doubt that kids 
coming from Mountain View 
elementary schools to Los Altos 
High School are taking a more 
precarious commute to get here,” 
he said. “I think that encourag-
es parents to drop their student 
off, rather than let them bike or 
walk.”
 According to Rosenberg, 
the school is working with the 
city of Los Altos to improve 
bicycle and pedestrian safety 
for students. Green Team also 
wants to reach out to Graham 
and Crittenden middle schools 
in Mountain View to work with 
them on implementing green 
initiatives.
 “Los Altos is in a very privi-
leged area, and I think we’ve 
used this privilege and been re-
ally able to make Los Altos a 
shining star for sustainability,” 
Capetz said. “But the next step 
is to reach out and really help 
others and lift them.”

GREEN
From Page 22

Hispanic students, those who are 
socioeconomically disadvantaged 
and students with disabilities.
 County board member Peter 
Ortiz supported sending BCS 
the notice of concern, saying he 
believes as the school’s authoriz-
ing body, the board is responsible 
for oversight and that BCS has an 
obligation to serve a population 
of students reflective of the local 
school district, which it is failing 
to do. Ortiz added that the notice 
of concern isn’t a final judgment, 
but is meant to inform BCS that 
“there are inclusivity issues that 
we are watching very closely and 
we would like them to rectify.”
 “As elected leaders, it’s our 
job to govern in the public’s best 
interest, and we cannot stand idle 
when we’re having these concerns 
raised,” Ortiz said.
 According to Mefula Fairley, 
director of the county’s charter 
schools department, the pupil 
balance at BCS has “long been a 
concern” to the county.
 Thomas Yih, a BCS parent 
and member of the school’s board, 
spoke at the county’s meeting, 
urging that board not to approve 
sending the notice. He called the 
suggested justification for poten-
tially not renewing the school’s 
charter “especially troubling.” 
Because more students apply than 
BCS can admit, the school con-
ducts a lottery with preferences 
approved by the county, Yih said. 
He added that the proportion of 
most student groups at BCS has 
stayed relatively steady, with the 
only large decrease in the number 
of white students.
 “We ask that you refrain from 
authorizing or delegating author-
ity for a notice of violation un-
less and until the staff presents 
substantial, factual evidence that 
BCS is not complying with the 
law,” Yih said. “Otherwise, the 
county board is tainting what 
should be a fair renewal process, 
in violation of BCS’ right to due 
process.”
 The one board member who 
voted against sending the notice 
of concern was Joseph Di Salvo, 
who said that though he believes 
BCS should be enrolling a more 
diverse student body, he couldn’t 
support the motion without see-
ing specific enrollment data and a 
copy of the letter the county will 
send BCS.
 “I will not be supporting this 
motion, but I strongly support and 
will not be able to vote for renew-
al unless Bullis has a population 
serving lots more underserved 

kids than they currently serve – 
however they have to get there,” 
Di Salvo said.
 He added that there are ways 
to make that happen, even with 
the school’s lottery process.

Comparative numbers
 At last week’s board meeting, 
county staff did not present specif-
ic numbers to back up the enroll-
ment disparities it alleged. Grace 
Mah, the board member whose 
territory encompasses the Los Al-
tos School District, asked county 
staff for more information about 
the data it is basing its assessment 
on, but she still voted in favor of 
sending the notice of concern.
 In an interview, BCS Superin-
tendent Maureen Israel said the 
school is proud of its diversity 
and wants to serve all students, 
but doesn’t have the enrollment 
capacity to admit everyone who 
applies. She added that the school 
wants to review and understand 
the data the county is using.
 “We definitely are a school 
that is open to any and all fami-
lies, and we encourage all fami-
lies to join us,” Israel said.
 Although no enrollment num-
bers were shared at last week’s 
meeting, publicly available data 
from the California Department 
of Education shows that in 2020, 
the charter school enrolled lower 
proportions of the four student 
groups the county identified, 
compared to LASD.
 At BCS, 1.4% of students were 
socioeconomically disadvantaged, 
per the state’s data, compared with 
6% for LASD. English learners 
make up 5.7% of BCS students, 
compared to 11.1% in LASD. Stu-
dents with disabilities account for 
6.7% of BCS’ population versus 
9.5% of LASD’s. At BCS, His-
panic students total 3.9% of the 
student body, whereas they make 
up 8% of LASD’s students.
 At last week’s meeting, some 
local residents spoke during the 
public comment portion, support-
ing sending BCS the notice of 
concern. Among the commenters 
was Vaishali Sirkay, LASD’s 
board president, who called the 
move a “critical step in the right 
direction.”
 “Especially now that BCS has 
grown to almost 1,100 kids, the 
staggering inequity in their en-
rollment becomes truly intoler-
able and of a magnitude that we 
cannot ignore,” Sirkay said. “I 
personally find it inconceivable 
and irresponsible that an organi-
zation receiving public funds can 
continue practices that have only 
proven to sustain and exacerbate 
its exclusivity.”

BCS
From Page 1
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Schools

schools wouldn’t be shut down 
to save money, though they left 
the door open to closures for 
other reasons, such as declining 
enrollment.
 Now that voters have shot 
down the tax, the board is go-
ing to once again consider a 
whole host of budget cuts, in-
cluding school closures, Liu 
said. The district already has 
a list of potential cost-cutting 
measures. Beyond shutting 
down schools, options include 
increasing class sizes, having 

one principal cover multiple 
schools, furlough days and 
eliminating librarians.
 “I know that the question on 
everybody’s mind is: Are we go-
ing to close schools? It’s back on 
the table – and nothing is off the 
table right now,” Liu said.
 As for the likelihood that 
schools are closed permanently, 
he said the board will first need 
to take a close look at the dis-
trict’s current financial situation 
in the coming weeks. The board 
plans to review its options at a 
May 20 meeting, and Superin-
tendent Stacy Yao said it’s also 
possible a special meeting could 

be called earlier.
 Yao called Measure A’s 
failure a “setback” for CUSD, 
but added the district will re-
group and find a path forward. 
Although the focus will be on 
providing the best possible edu-
cation, she acknowledged the 
likely cuts will impact students.
 “It’s going to (have an) effect 
throughout the entire district,” 
Yao said. “It’s not going to be 
an impact on one or two schools 
– it really is a districtwide im-
pact.”
 According to Liu, it’s going 
to be about making tradeoffs 
and choosing the least bad op-
tion from a series of unpalatable 
choices. At the same time, he 
said the district has an obligation 
to follow the will of the voters.
 “The voters have told us what 
they’d like to see – and it’s our 
job to work within the param-
eters of what the voters tell us, 
which is at this point no new rev-
enue,” he said.

Weighing options
 Some of the cuts could hap-
pen as early as next school year. 
Options such as furlough days, 
not filling vacant positions and 
having a district-level admin-
istrator also work part-time as 
a principal could all be imple-

mented this fall, Yao said. A 
school could even theoretically 
be closed for next school year, 
she said, with the staff and 
teachers shifting to other cam-
puses.
 Measure A’s failure comes 
just over a year after the district 
tried unsuccessfully to pass a 
different parcel tax. Measure O, 
which voters rejected in March 
2020, would have levied a $125 
tax per parcel. It failed by a 
virtually identical margin to 
Measure A last week, receiving 
59.71% support, below the re-
quired two-thirds.
 The district knew putting 
another measure on the bal-
lot would be costly, estimating 
it could total approximately $1 
million, and some board mem-
bers publicly questioned wheth-
er it was likely to pass. The cost 
of running an election is gener-
ally split among the measures on 
the ballot, and Measure A was 
the only item up for a vote last 
week.
 Despite the cost and risk of 
failure, the board voted unani-
mously in January to place the 
parcel tax before voters, saying 
they wanted to give the com-
munity a final chance to support 
the district before moving ahead 
with school closures. Liu said 

last week he personally feels 
school closures are a “monu-
mental enough decision” to jus-
tify going back to voters.
 “It’s serious enough that in 
my mind, it’s worth checking 
with the voters on this, because 
once you close a campus, it’s go-
ing to be hard to bring it back,” 
he said.
 As for why Measure A 
failed, both Liu and Yao said 
it would take time to analyze 
the causes. However, Liu said 
one factor may be dissatisfac-
tion with the district’s school 
reopening plan.
 Some parents have criticized 
CUSD for keeping schools 
closed for over a year – cam-
puses reopened last month – and 
there is an active recall effort 
against Lori Cunningham, who 
was board president last year.
 Despite Measure A’s failure, 
Liu said he believes there’s in-
creased recognition of the dis-
trict’s financial situation, and 
one of the takeaways is the need 
for “better communication and 
engagement” on the district’s 
part.
 “We shouldn’t be talking to 
the community only when we 
need help,” he said. “It’s some-
thing that should be a regular 
part of what we do.”

CUSD
From Page 1

Philip and Aaron, for example, 
wanted to have a place to chan-
nel their creative energy and 
compete with other like-minded 
individuals.
 “I’ve been in the robotics 
(world) since the summertime 
of last year,” Philip said, “and 
I just enjoy robotics because I 
like all the different types of 
things that robots can do, and 
all the different types of things 
that we can try and make robots 
do, such as make certain things 
or pick up different types of 
items.”
 The VEX parts used for the 
state competition are similar to 
LEGO bricks, but with more 
long, conjoining pieces. Trying 
to accomplish their goals with 
such a robotics setup proved to 
be a lesson in trial and error, 
Ben said.
 “At first, we decided maybe 
we should go with a scissor lift 
and so we built it,” he said. “It 
was very big and it was very 
heavy. ... And so we moved 
on to our second idea and that 
was a forklift, a multi-stage 
forklift. We saw the idea in an 
older group of robotics. And we 

thought that was a great idea. 
And then we implemented it 
into plastic VEX parts. It took a 
while, but we were finally able 
to make a stable forklift, which 
was quite hard.”
 Other than the construction 
itself, the budding engineers had 
to work on the programming 
side of the event, as one of the 
competition modes was autono-
mous, with the team relying en-
tirely on code.
 “Our programming is very, 
very long lines of code; espe-
cially for autonomous, it has 
to say every single command 
that it’s going to do,” Ben said. 
“And one special thing that we 
used in our programming was 
called ‘functions,’ and they 
would do a list of tasks – like, 
say ‘lift riser’ a certain amount, 
and we could use that multiple 
times, but it was a lot. And so 
we just put in a function and 
that function becomes a little 
block and then you can put it in 
there and the code looks much 
cleaner.”

Problem solving
 While the team ultimately 
decided not to go to the world 
championships after discover-
ing that the format was altered 

to accommodate the pandemic, 
the boys said they still got a 
lot out of the experience. They 
learned how to handle setbacks 
and keep moving forward de-
spite them.
 “After (a step in) the com-
petition where we completely 
failed, we started to think 
about what happened and we 
tried to identify a problem,” 
Philip said. “We felt pretty bad 
about it, but then after that, we 
decided, well, OK, this is just 
one fail, and we’ll have a sec-
ond chance in a few months. 
So, from in between that time 
and the next competition, every 
once a week we would meet to-
gether as a group, and then we 
would try and fix that bug (hav-
ing to do with) the autonomous 
program.”
 Aaron added that robotics is 
something he plans to pursue in 
the future.
 “I think I’ll definitely pro-
ceed (with robotics) in high 
school because I don’t want to 
be stuck with math, doing math 
all day,” he said. “It’s definitely 
better to code, make robots; 
definitely helps more than just 
doing that.”
 For more information, visit 
vexrobotics.com.

ROBOTICS
From Page 22
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MV Sports Boosters 
offer scholarships
 The Mountain View High 
School Sports Boosters are 
accepting applications for a 
pair of $1,500 scholarships 
they will award to a male and 
female athlete next month. To 
be eligible, an applicant must 
be a Mountain View High se-
nior who has participated in 
two or more seasons of a sport 
(including at least one on 
varsity) and has a minimum 
GPA of 2.5. The application 
requires a recommendation 
from a coach and writing an 
essay. Scholarships may go 
toward a four-year or two-
year college, a trade school 
or a qualifying continuing 
education program. The 
deadline to apply is 6 p.m. 
May 28. For an application 
and more information, visit  
mvhsspor tsboosters.org /
scholarships. 

Mountain View High 
seeks coaches
 Mountain View High 
needs a head coach for var-
sity girls water polo and a 
defensive coordinator for 
frosh-soph football. To ap-
ply and for more information, 
contact athletic director Shel-
ley Smith at 940-4600, ext. 
1421, or shelley.smith@mvla.
net.

Free online courses  
help parents, coaches
 The National Federation 
for State High School As-
sociations offers several free 
online courses for parents 
and coaches. Positive Sport 
Parenting provides informa-
tion on the importance of 
proper behavior by parents 
in school sports and the role 
they should play to ensure 
their children have a positive 
sports experience. NCAA 
Eligibility is designed to ed-
ucate high school coaches, 
administrators and parents 
about the NCAA’s initial-el-
igibility requirements. Social 
Media aims to assist parents 
and coaches in setting clear 
boundaries and guidelines for 
their students’ responsible so-
cial media use. The courses 

By Pete Borello
Staff Writer/peteb@latc.com

The Los Altos High girls 
basketball team is off to 
its best start of the millen-

nium. With three wins last week, 
the Eagles improved to 7-0.
 “They work hard, play as a 
team and play good defense,” 
first-year head coach Erik Stuart 
said in explaining his team’s suc-
cess.
 The defensive effort has been 
especially apparent in recent 
games; Los Altos held its last 
four opponents under 30 points.
 “We pride ourselves on de-
fense,” Stuart said. “We’ve been 
playing solid team defense.”
 The host Eagles crushed 
Fremont 48-12 Saturday in 
non-league action, limiting the 
Firebirds to just five points in 
the second half. Earlier in the 
week, Los Altos swept Saratoga 
by scores of 30-20 and 53-28 in 
SCVAL De Anza Division play. 
 Senior guard Jamie Baum 
– averaging a team-best 16.3 
points per game – didn’t make 
a field goal in the first game 
against Saratoga, but Stuart said 
she played an integral role in the 

May 4 home win.
 “With no field goals, it may 
have looked like she had a bad 
game, but in reality, she had a 
pretty darn good game,” he said. 
“She was 5-for-6 from the line, 
had eight rebounds, two steals, 
two assists and no turnovers. And 
she defended their best guard and 

held her to two points.”
 Fellow senior Mone Seki-
guchi scored a team-high eight 
points in the contest and contrib-
uted 10 in Friday’s win at Sara-
toga. Baum tallied 14 points in 
that game, while freshman Macy 
Watson added 11 points and a 
season-best 17 rebounds.
 In Saturday’s rout of Fremont, 
Baum paced the Eagles with 15 

By Pete Borello
Staff Writer/peteb@latc.com

The Central Coast Section playoffs are 
on, but not for Los Altos and Moun-
tain View highs.

 Encouraged by recent changes in the Cal-
ifornia Department of Public Health guid-
ance regarding youth sports, the CCS Ex-
ecutive Committee recently voted to move 
forward with section playoffs in all team 
sports for CCS Season 2. 
 Just days later, the Santa Clara Valley 
Athletic League Board of Managers – which 
includes the principals of Los Altos, Moun-
tain View and 12 other public schools in the 
county – unanimously voted against allow-
ing SCVAL athletes to participate.
 SCVAL Commissioner Brad Metheany 
declined to comment on the decision – made 
at a special meeting held April 29 – when 
contacted by the Town Crier last week.
 The board had tabled the playoff discus-
sion at its previous three meetings. Some 

members wanted to wait and see what the 
CCS decided – the section approved team 
playoffs April 26 – and a few expressed con-
cerns about having their schools compete 
beyond graduation.
 “It’s disappointing, but it’s out of our con-
trol,” Mountain View High baseball coach 
Kris Mims said. “We’re disappointed, but 
we have to move on.”
 Mountain View High athletic director 
Shelley Smith acknowledged that he has 
received emails from parents unhappy with 
the league’s decision, but not that many.
 “It’s been limited,” he said Thursday, 
“and I think that’s because we did a pretty 
good job of being proactive – we commu-
nicated with our coaches, and they com-
municated with the parents about what was 
going on.”
 As soon as the SCVAL chose to go its own 
way early this year – forgoing the section’s 
two-season schedule for a three-season slate 
that granted each sport six weeks of compe-
tition – Smith said it was fairly clear that the 

playoffs were off the table.
 “We knew we were probably not going to 
be able to that,” he said. “But at the time, we 
made the decision for the right reasons, and 
we’re getting the right results. It’s an oppor-
tunity to get everyone on the field and play.”
 SCVAL Season 3 sports will finish right 
around the time CCS Season 2 concludes at 
the end of the month, but sports played in the 
league’s previous seasons don’t sync up with 
the playoffs.
 “The timing is awkward for a sport like 
soccer that ended in April,” Smith said. “The 
playoffs don’t start until May 22 – that’s a 
whole month delay.”
 The SCVAL’s decision leaves only two 
local schools eligible for postseason play: 
St. Francis and Pinewood. The Lancers and 
Panthers play in the West Catholic Athletic 
League and West Bay Athletic League, re-
spectively.
 The CCS plans to have team-sport play-
offs for basketball, soccer, baseball, softball, 

Los Altos, Mountain View teams won’t participate in CCS playoffs

SAM PLAYER/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

Los Altos High guard Jamie Baum averages 16.3 points per game.

Eagles get 
defensive
Undefeated LA girls 
limit last four foes 
to under 30 points

See PLAYOFFS, Page 27

By Pete Borello
Staff Writer/peteb@latc.com

Last week marked the re-
turn of sports at Foothill 
College. There won’t be 

any games this spring, but the 
Owls are at least training again 
after more than 13 months off.
 “We’re super excited,” said 
Foothill women’s soccer coach 
Owen Flannery, who noted prior 
to last week’s return that he had 
not been on campus since Febru-
ary of 2020. “I’ve been talking to 
the kids every week about how 
they’re feeling, and they are over 
the moon about training again.”
 Foothill and the district’s oth-
er community college, De Anza 
in Cupertino, are the last of the 
17 schools in the Coast Confer-
ence to allow their athletic teams 
to gather on campus for train-
ing. Fourteen of the schools are 
already doing more than that, 
competing in actual games as 
part of the California Communi-
ty College Athletic Association’s 
Spring Season 2.
 While Foothill spokesperson 
Simon Pennington said, “We re-
spect the decisions made by our 
fellow schools,” he stands be-
hind the district’s more cautious 
approach amid the COVID-19 

Foothill athletes 
get OK to train 
after long layoff 
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pandemic.
 “We understand it was dif-
ficult, but we felt we made the 
right decision,” said Pennington, 
Foothill’s interim associate vice 
president of college and com-
munity relations, marketing and 
communications. “We are sorry 
we couldn’t do it earlier, but on 
one level, we’re not. Safety is at a 
premium.”
 Pennington added that Foot-
hill’s top priority is “the health 
and safety of students, faculty, 
staff and their families.” By 
keeping the campus closed to 
students since the start of the 
pandemic – except for those in 
the allied health programs – “We 
had no COVID cases related to 
things happening on campus,” 
he said.
 The decision didn’t sit well 
with everyone, however. Pen-
nington confirmed that several 
student-athletes transferred out 
of Foothill and De Anza, enroll-
ing at nearby community colleg-
es so they could at least continue 
training.
 Flannery said three of his 
players transferred, though they 
may return in the fall to play for 
the Owls.
 “Two of our best players went 
to West Valley – I actually told 
them they should go there and 
train – but it looks like they’re 
coming back,” he said. “The 
other went to Cañada. She’s a 
great player, and a good kid, 
who’s thinking of transferring 
to a four-year (college). I’m still 
hopeful she’ll come back.”
 Most of the student-athletes 
who left Foothill weren’t able 
to do more than train this year, 
because “a limited number of 
schools are participating (in 

Spring Season 2),” according 
to Pennington. “It’s very piece-
meal.”
 Foothill, for example, of-
fers only two sports included in 
Spring Season 2: softball and 
tennis.
 According to statistics pro-
vided by the CCCAA, 60% per-
cent of the state’s community 
colleges opted in for Spring Sea-
son 2. 
 Pennington said Foothill is 
“planning to have a full season 
in the fall.” Teams were allowed 
to start training – outdoors in 
cohorts – May 3. Workouts were 
limited to one 90-minute session 
in each of the first two weeks, 
“then we get to meet two times 
a week,” Flannery said. “After a 
month, we can practice as much 
as we want, as long as no one 
gets sick (with COVID-19).”
 Flannery noted that his team 
last played a game in Novem-
ber 2019. Although he currently 
has only 18 players and is seek-
ing more recruits, he expects the 
Owls to be a contender come 
September.
 “We usually start practicing 
Aug. 15, so I’m jazzed that we 
can get an early start,” he said. 
“We will be very good by Sep-
tember 1. I think we can be bet-
ter than ever.”

are available at nfhslearn.com/
courses.

Women’s golf group 
welcomes members
 Tuesday Toppers, a women’s 
nine-hole golf group with lo-
cal members, tees off 8:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays at Pruneridge Golf 
Club in Santa Clara. Cost is $5, 
plus $22-$27 per round. To join 
and for more information, visit 
pruneridgegolfclub.com/clinics.

Special Olympics 
needs coaches
 Special Olympics North-

ern California is in need of 
head coaches and assistant 
coaches to train, mentor and 
support its athletes in an array 
of sports. No coaching experi-
ence is necessary. For direc-
tions to the San Jose office 
and more information, call 
(408) 392-0170 or visit sonc.org/ 
becomeacoach.

TC invites readers  
to submit story ideas
 If you have a suggestion for a 
local sports story or would like 
to comment on the section, con-
tact sports editor Pete Borello. 
He can be reached by email at  
peteb@latc.com and by phone at 
948-9000, ext. 315.

SIDE
From Page 25

FOOTHILL
From Page 25

Pennington

By Pete Borello
Staff Writer/peteb@latc.com

The Mountain View High 
boys basketball team 
overcame a seven-point 

deficit in the fourth quarter to 
beat host Cupertino 38-33 Fri-
day night.
 After making just one 
3-pointer over the first three 
quarters of the SCVAL De Anza 
Division game, the Spartans 
hit three of them in the final 
stanza – two courtesy of Ryan 
Bahar. The senior’s top-of-the-
key 3 with 2:18 left put Moun-
tain View up 33-30, its first lead 
since the opening quarter. 
 The Pioneers cut their deficit 
to one on Erik Chu’s drive, but 
Bahar soon swished another trey 
– this time from the right corner 
– to make it 36-32 with 38 sec-
onds to go.
 “Ryan’s shots were huge,” 
coach Kevin Mack said of his 
6-foot-2 forward, who finished 
with a team-high 15 points. “He 
stepped up and hit some big 3s 
for us.”
 Jake Ellegood split free 
throws on Cupertino’s next pos-
session, closing the gap to 36-33 
with 23 seconds remaining, and 
his team intentionally fouled 
the Spartans until they were in 
the bonus. The strategy nearly 
worked – Mountain View went 
to the foul line twice and missed 
the front end of a 1-and-1 – but 

the Pioneers weren’t able to get 
off another shot. The Spartans 
corralled the rebound after their 
first errant free throw, and An-
drew Lau stole Cupertino’s half-
court pass after the second.
 The Pioneers quickly fouled 
Lau to stop the clock, and the se-
nior guard calmly sank both free 
throws to seal the win with 2.3 
seconds on the clock.
 “Those were huge free 
throws,” Mack said. “Andrew 
has been so solid for us. Defen-
sively, he’s a smart player.”

 Yuval Hod made some key 
defensive plays as well. The 
senior guard scored Mountain 
View’s first points of the fourth 
by turning a backcourt steal into 
a layup.
 “I think that turned the game 
for us,” Mack said. “It shifted 
the momentum.”
 Hod also made two steals in 
the third, converting the first 
into a layin. He totaled 12 points.
 Joe Brown added five points, 
including a fourth-quarter 3 that 
Mack called “huge.” The junior’s 
right-corner trey narrowed the 
Pioneers’ lead to 30-28, prompt-
ing them to call a timeout with 
4:03 left.
 Mack described the win as 
“a mirror image of Wednesday’s 
game,” in which the Spartans 
rallied in the second half to pre-
vail 49-39. Down five at inter-
mission, host Mountain View 
outscored Cupertino 26-11 the 
rest of the way.
 “In the first half (of both 
games), we were average on the 
defensive end and picked it up in 
the second half,” Mack said. “I 
feel like we’ve turned the corner 
defensively; now we have to do it 
for a full game.”
 The Spartans entered this 
week on a five-game winning 
streak that includes a 56-52 vic-
tory over rival Los Altos May 
3. Mountain View (3-0 league, 
5-2 overall) is scheduled to visit 
Homestead 7:30 p.m. today.

points and Aliyah McPherson 
scored 12.
 Los Altos faces defending 
league champ Lynbrook this 
week. The Eagles were set to 
visit the Vikings (7-1) Tuesday, 

after the Town Crier’s deadline, 
and host them 6:15 p.m. Friday.
 “We’ll have our hands full,” 
Stuart said.

Pinewood rolls on
 The area’s other undefeated 
girls team, Pinewood, blew out 
host Half Moon Bay 84-38 Fri-

day in a non-league game.
 The Panthers, who earlier in 
the week whipped Woodside Pri-
ory 66-25, improved to 5-0.
 Four Panthers scored double-
digit points Friday: Una Jova-
novic (21), Annika Decker (16), 
Chance Bucher (13) and Courtni 
Thompson (12).

BASKETBALL
From Page 25

Spartans rally late to edge Pioneers in boys hoops

MEGAN V. WINSLOW/TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTO

Mountain View’s Ryan Bahar, 
shooting against Los Altos in a 
game last year, scored 15 points 
in Friday’s win at Cupertino.
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Sports

Boys basketball
Today
Los Altos at Cupertino, 7:30 p.m.
Mountain View at Homestead, 
7:30 p.m.
St. Francis at Bellarmine, 7:30 p.m.
Friday
Bellarmine at St. Francis, 7:30 p.m.
Cupertino at Los Altos, 7:45 p.m.
Homestead at Mountain View, 7:45 p.m.
Saturday
St. Francis at Christopher, 4 p.m.
Los Altos at Fremont-Sunnyvale,  
4:30 p.m.
Santa Clara at Mountain View,  
5:30 p.m.
Monday
Pinewood at Harker, 6 p.m.

Girls basketball
Today
Menlo at Pinewood, 5:30 p.m.
St. Francis at Presentation, 7:30 p.m.
Friday
Pinewood at Sacred Hear Prep, 6 p.m.
Lynbrook at Los Altos, 6:15 p.m.
Monta Vista at Mountain View,  
6:15 p.m.
Presentation at St. Francis, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday
Pinewood at Palo Alto, 5 p.m.

Tuesday
Pinewood at Woodside Priory,  
5:30 p.m.
Homestead at Los Altos, 7:30 p.m.
Milpitas at Mountain View, 7:30 p.m.

Baseball
Today
Cupertino at Los Altos, 4 p.m.
Palo Alto at Mountain View, 4 p.m.
Thursday
Bellarmine at St. Francis, 4 p.m.
Friday
Los Altos at Cupertino, 4 p.m.
Mountain View at Palo Alto, 4 p.m.
Saturday
St. Francis at Bellarmine, 11 a.m.
Los Altos at Leland, noon
Monday
Los Altos at Los Gatos, 4 p.m.
Mountain View at Santa Clara, 4 p.m.
Tuesday
Mitty at St. Francis, 4 p.m.

Softball
Today
Valley Christian at St. Francis,  
4 p.m.
Thursday
Los Altos at Fremont-Sunnyvale,  
4 p.m.
Mountain View at Wilcox, 4 p.m.
Friday
St. Francis at Mitty, 4 p.m.
Saturday
Fremont at Mountain View, 11 a.m.
Milpitas at Los Altos, 4 p.m.
Tuesday
Los Altos at Homestead, 4 p.m.

Mountain View at Milpitas, 
4 p.m.

Boys soccer
Thursday
St. Francis at Bellarmine, 7:15 p.m.

Girls soccer
Tuesday
Presentation at St. Francis, 3:15 p.m.

Wrestling
Saturday
Los Altos at Mountain View, 11 a.m.

Track & field
Today
St. Francis at Mitty, 3:30 p.m.
Thursday
Cupertino at Mountain View, 3:30 p.m.
Friday
Palo Alto at Los Altos, 3:30 p.m.

Boys tennis
Thursday
Santa Clara at Mountain View, 3:30 p.m.
Tuesday
Mountain View at Milpitas, 3:30 p.m.

Swimming & diving
Thursday
St. Francis vs. Bellarmine and Presenta-
tion at Bellarmine, 3:30 p.m.

Boys lacrosse
Friday
Burlingame at Mountain View, 5 p.m.

Girls lacrosse
Today
Los Altos at Mountain View, 4 p.m.

Prep Sports Schedule 
for May 12-18

lacrosse, team tennis and boys 
volleyball. According to the sec-
tion’s website, playoffs would 
start as early as May 22 (soccer) 
and run as late as June 19 (base-
ball).
 The CCS also announced in a 
press release that it has received 
permission at the county level 
to move forward with the boys 

and girls golf championships at 
Laguna Seca Golf Ranch. Those 
events are scheduled June 1 and 
8 for the boys and June 9 for the 
girls.
 A few more sports may soon 
be added to the playoff docket. 
According to the release, section 
officials “are actively working 
with the six counties that com-
pose the CCS regarding indi-
vidual sports that are outdoors. 
Their approval is required prior 

to these events occurring.” 
 These sports include swim-
ming and diving, and track and 
field. If approved, the swim meet 
would be May 27-29 at Indepen-
dence High; the track semifinals 
and finals would be June 12 and 
19, respectively, at a site to be 
determined.
 Due to the CDPH guidance, 
the CCS Executive Committee 
determined that individual ten-
nis, wrestling, badminton and 

gymnastics championships will 
not happen this spring.
 “While it was the intention of 
the CCS to hold these events this 
year, the myriad of obstacles has 
presented itself to be too great 
for these events to occur,” the 
release stated.
 Those participating in sports 
with playoffs will not advance 
beyond CCS. The California In-
terscholastic Federation, which 
governs the state’s high school 

sports, announced April 28 that 
only Southern California teams 
will have regional champion-
ships.
 “With only two of the six 
Northern California region sec-
tions offering championships 
at this time (Central Coast Sec-
tion and Oakland Section), it is 
not feasible for the State CIF to 
conduct Northern California Re-
gional Championships,” CIF offi-
cials explained in a press release.

PLAYOFFS
From Page 25

Town Crier Staff Report

The Los Altos High base-
ball team capped what 
coach Gabe Stewart 

called “a rough week” by edg-
ing Pioneer 4-3 Saturday in 
nine innings. The non-league 
win snapped a three-game los-
ing streak for the Eagles, who 
opened the week with a 15-2 
loss to Los Gatos and then lost 
twice to rival Mountain View in 
De Anza Division play.
 Los Altos (6-7 overall) won 
Saturday’s game in walk-off fash-
ion, with James Flynn driving in 
Cole Rafferty with a single in the 
bottom of the ninth. Aaron Park-
er, who homered in the eighth, 
earned the win in relief.
 A day earlier, host Mountain 
View (8-2) blanked Los Altos 
3-0 behind the pitching of Gabe 
Barrett. The senior, who threw 
a no-hitter a week earlier, struck 
out 14 batters and walked none 

in a complete-game effort. His 
younger brother Liam drove in 
what proved to be the winning 
run with a single in the second.
 The Spartans beat the host 
Eagles 10-3 in the series opener 
May 5. Mountain View jumped 
to a 10-0 lead in the second. Liam 
Barrett totaled three RBIs. Start-
er Chase Yocum earned the win.
 Nick Teng went 3-for-4 for the 
Eagles.
 St. Francis split its two-game  
league series with Valley Chris-
tian last week. The Lancers beat 
the Warriors 4-2 Thursday be-
hind the bat of Ryan Lee (three 
RBIs) and fell to them 10-0 Sat-
urday. St. Francis is 10-5 overall.

Softball
 Jessica Oakland belted two 
homers as St. Francis improved to 
15-0 with Friday’s 10-1 shellack-

ing of Mitty. The junior drove in 
five runs in the home win. Syd-
ney Stewart also homered.

Boys tennis
 Mountain View beat Lynbrook 
and Wilcox last week to raise its 
record to 5-2 in the SCVAL El 
Camino Division.
 The Spartans took care of the 
Vikings 5-2 May 4, with top sin-
gles player Tyler Wong winning 
in straight sets to remain unde-
feated. Mountain View cruised 
to a 6-1 victory over the Chargers 
Thursday, helped by a straight-set 
win by Josh Agupugo, who was 
filling in at No. 4 singles, accord-
ing to coach Frank Smyth.

Boys lacrosse
 Despite five goals and an as-
sist from Bailey Lunn, Mountain 
View fell 10-7 to Burlingame 
May 5. Joey Davancaze and No-
lan Neagu added a goal each for 
the host Spartans.

Swept by Spartans, Eagles bounce back in baseball

Prep Sports Summary
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NEW PRICE
38 Los Altos Square, Los Altos
Luxurious townhouse with 3 bedrooms (including  
2 suites) and 2.5 baths + wine room; 1440 +/- sf

Light, bright, remodeled

Bamboo flooring throughout

Peaceful outdoor living with three outdoor spaces

Complex has three pools and a clubhouse

HOA Fees $640 per month*

Close to Whole Foods, and The Village at  
San Antonio Center

Los Altos schools (buyer to verify enrollment)

Offered at a tremendous value of $1,798,000

38LosAltosSquare.com

THE BOGARD-TANIGAMI TEAM
Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended 
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Judy Bogard-Tanigami 
DRE# 00298975

650.207.2111
judy.bogard@compass.com

Cindy Bogard-O’Gorman 
DRE# 01918407

650.924.8365
cindy.ogorman@compass.com

www.ConsultantsInRealEstate.com
RANKED AMONG TOP AGENTS  
BY THE WALL STREET JOURNAL  
FOR 9 CONSECUTIVE YEARS.

*Buyer to verify

NEW LISTING
829 Echo Drive, Los Altos
Single-level home beautifully rebuilt in 2009 

4 bedrooms, 3 baths + office or 2nd family room

3,163 sf +/- of living space on a 12,325 sf +/- lot

One of the first GreenPoint Rated homes in Los Altos 

Fabulous living areas with American walnut floors 
plus high vaulted or tray ceilings

Formal living room with marble fireplace

Large kitchen with quartz countertops and island

Light-filled family room with French doors to rear yard

Spacious office or 2nd family room with wall of 
cabinetry, wet bar, and refrigerator

Primary suite with spa-like bath

Ideal backyard with entertainer’s patio, barbecue, 
lawn, raised garden beds, chicken coop, and  
bocce ball court

Los Altos schools (buyer to verify enrollment)

829EchoDrive.com

Offered at $4,798,000

Both homes available to  
show by appointment  
following all county mandates.

Fabulous Opportunity for Los Altos Living!

Gorgeous Home for Contemporary Lifestyle



May 12, 2021 / Los Altos Town Crier / Page 29

Cheers!

2
Stepping Out

Puzzles
Business & Real Estate

Obituaries
Classified

INSIDEMay 12, 2021

Food & Wine
Food & Wine is published once a month. For advertising information, email sales@latc.com. For editorial information and to offer story ideas, email elizar@latc.com.

SECTION

Nutrient-rich dandelion greens  
hark back to grandmother’s kitchen

COURTESY OF DEREK WOLFGRAM

San Jose-based Clandestine 
Brewing’s Agent Provocateur 
Doppelbock offers a hint of 
toasted bread and toffee.

Review: Medal-winning selections help California 
stand out at annual Great American Beer Festival

Feast in the  
Middle East

See BEER, Page 30

See DANDELION, Page 31

By Derek Wolfgram

While 2020 may not 
have been anyone’s 
favorite year for a 

host of reasons, it was a great 
year for California breweries 
at the Great American Beer 
Festival, with 63 of 272 medals 
being awarded to California 
breweries.
 Following are a variety of 
medal-winning Golden State-
brewed beers I’ve had the op-
portunity to enjoy over the past 
few months.
 • Clandestine Brewing, 
San Jose: Agent Provocateur, 
Gold Medal, German-Style 
Doppelbock. Deep brown with 
a creamy, persistent beige head 
and ruby highlights, the aroma 
showcases rich malt complex-
ity, with intense toasted bread 

and toffee character, as well as 
light perfumy yeast esters and 
subtle herbal noble hops. Simi-
larly, the flavor is dominated by 
intense dark bready maltiness, 
while simultaneously coming 
across as well-attenuated and 
not particularly sweet. With 
just enough hop bitterness to 
provide a pleasant balance, the 
beer is moderately full-bodied 
with medium carbonation, a 
smooth, creamy mouthfeel and 
no alcohol heat from the 8.2% 
alcohol by volume (ABV). The 
finish is clean and semi-dry, 
with toasted malt character 
remaining the star of the show.
 • Firestone Walker Brew-

ing Co., Marina del Rey: 
Propagator Series’ Wookey 
Jack, Gold Medal, American-
Style Black Ale. Regularly 
produced from 2012 to 2016, 
but only occasionally brewed 
in small batches since then, 
Wookey Jack took home its 
third Great American Beer 
Fest gold medal in 2020. The 
beer appears black in color, 
with ruby highlights and a 
rich, thick, creamy tan head. 
Citra and Amarillo hops supply 
bright peach and orange citrus 
notes in the aroma. While light 
delicate roast and spicy rye add 
complexity to the flavor, citrusy 
hop bitterness (65 International 
Bitterness Units) and flavor 
dominate, providing an overall 
impression that emphasizes IPA 
characteristics over typical dark 

beer elements. Bright carbon-
ation and medium body provide 
a surprising lightness that 
completely disguises the beer’s 
8.3% ABV. The dry, complex 
finish highlights substantial 
bitterness that combines hoppy 
character with subtle hints of 
coffee-like roast.
 • GameCraft Brewing, 
Laguna Hills: Umbeereon 
Schwarzbier, Bronze Medal, 
German Dark Lager. With 
a light fluffy tan head atop a 
black liquid, the beer features 
a roasted malt aroma similar 
to a stout, with herbal noble 
hop notes present as well. On 
the palate, it has an interesting 
combination of medium body 
with definite dryness. Based on 

By Blanche Shaheen

While health food 
enthusiasts sing 
the praises of kale, 

transforming the plant into 
smoothies and chips or adding 
the greens to casseroles and 
burgers, there is one medicinal 
plant that deserves at least as 
much attention: the dandelion 
green. As dandelion greens 
grow anywhere from front 
lawns to parking lots, many 
dismiss them as pesky weeds, 
but in fact they are medicinal 
herbs that are edible from the 
flowers to the leaves and roots.
 Dandelions should not be 
seen as an invasive weed, but 
rather as a source of super-
nutritious green vegetables. 
Dandelion greens are rich in 
vitamins A, C, E and K, as well 
as antioxidants. They make a 
great substitute for spinach, 
kale or Swiss chard, as they 
have an earthy, nutty and pleas-
ingly bitter taste, similar to 
endive or radicchio. They are 

known to fight inflammation, 
aid in digestion and detoxify 
the body.
 Dandelion leaves can be 
harvested any time of the year, 
but they are most tender and 
less bitter during the springtime. 
Currently you can find them at 
farmers’ markets, with their large 
leaves and firm pinkish stems.
 If you are feeling adventur-
ous and want to pick dandelion 
greens in the wild, they are one 
of the best beginner plants for 
those who are new to foraging. 
Dandelion greens grow all over 
the world and thrive in many 
different types of climates. 
They prefer to grow in the cool-
ness of the shade but can still 
grow in hotter climates with 
direct sunlight. Ideally, dande-
lion flowers should be picked 

later in the morning when the 
blooms are completely open 
and dry – just make sure they 
are not doused with pesticides.
 Unlike dandelion greens, 
dandelion flowers have a 
delicate and sweet flavor. They 
can be used to make dandelion 
tea or even jelly, and make a 
unique addition to sweet and 
savory baked goods. Dande-
lion roots are boiled as a tea 
to reduce water retention and 
improve liver function.

Balancing out  
the bitterness
 To prepare the greens for 
eating, try the technique of 
parboiling. While some might 
think boiling vegetables leaches 
out the nutrition, in reality this 
cooking method can increase 

Parboil dandelion greens, or 
other local alternatives, before 
sautéing with onions.

COURTESY OF BLANCHE SHAHEEN
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OPEN 11 AM - 9 PM
Indoor & Outdoor Dining & Takeout

Open for dinner 7 days a week 
& lunch on weekends.

235 Castro Street, Mountain View
(650) 961-9749

www.dongiovannis.com

FAMILY MEAL FOR 4 - $85

Meatballs, Mixed Green Salad, Penne Pomodoro 
Melenzane, Linguine Pescatore, Chicken Marsala 

and Fish of the Day 
+2 Desserts: Chocolate Mousse and Tiramisu.

BENVENUTO & BUON APPETITO: OPEN DAILY

See our full menu at www.cafevitale.com
Call us to place your order! 

650-559-1500 | 987 Fremont Avenue, Los Altos

Lunch 

Mon - Fri 11a - 2p 
Sat & Sun 12p - 3p

Dinner

Mon - Fri 5p - 9p 
Sat & Sun 3p - 9p

Saluti a tutti! Did you know Vitale Restaurant has a full bar? That’s right! 
Cocktails, wine and beer are available (must be 21+ to order). Join us for a relax-

ing beverage as the days get longer and the weather gets warmer. 
Ci vediamo! See you soon!

Reservations are encouraged. Limited seating for indoor and outdoor capacity 
adhering to COVID guidelines and restrictions. 

Thank you for your continued patience and unconditional support.

Tuesday-Saturday 
5:00pm–8:00pm

House made bread included 
with each order

WE ARE HAPPY TO 
WELCOME YOU BACK!

Indoor Dining Open Now
TAKE-OUT STILL AVAILABLE

Ph: 650-964-3321
French Restaurant since 1989

1405 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View, CA 94040

Food & Wine

BEER
From Page 29

the mouthfeel, I expected more 
sweetness, but it is refresh-
ingly dry while highlighting 
maltiness at the same time. 
The coffee-like roasted malt 
dominates the palate, though a 
sturdy hop bitterness (25 IBU) 
from Pahto hops is also present, 
and the finish is a smooth, clean 
balance of roast and traditional 
Tettnanger hops. The 6% ABV 
is somewhat stronger than a 
traditional Schwarzbier, which 
does not at all detract from the 
quality of the brew.
 • Hop Dogma Brewing 
Co., Half Moon Bay: Venti Is 
Large, Bronze Medal, Cof-
fee Stout or Porter. Deep dark 
brown in color with a dense, 
persistent tan head, Venti Is 

Large has an unmistakable 
coffee aroma, but it is a mildly 
sweet, creamy milk chocolate 
mocha coffee without a hint 
of burnt or acidic dark roast 
notes. Similarly, on the palate 
it is ridiculously smooth, with 
distinctive light coffee and 
chocolate character and abso-
lutely no harshness whatsoever. 
Brewed with Catahoula Coffee 
and vanilla, the beer has a mild 
smoothness that suggests the 
presence of lactose, but none is 
used in the brew. The finish is 
also lightly smooth and slightly 
sweet, with long-lasting pleas-
ant coffee character. Despite the 
substantial 7.2% ABV, no harsh 
alcohols are present.
 • Alvarado Street Brewery, 
Salinas: Mai Tai PA, Bronze 
Medal, American-Style 
Strong Pale Ale. Pouring a 

crystal-clear pale yellow color 
with a frothy white head, the 
brew’s tropical hop aromas 
of pineapple, grapefruit and 
papaya leap from the glass. 
Very light malt is simply a 
vehicle to deliver bracing piney 
hop bitterness (45 IBU) and 
pungent, resiny hop flavors to 
the tongue. At 6.5% ABV, Mai 
Tai is light-bodied with bright, 
prickly carbonation, and the 
beer’s incredibly dry, crisp, bit-
ter finish abides long after the 
last sip. For a SMASH (Single 
Malt And Single Hop) beer 
made with only two-row malt 
and Mosaic hops, the complex-
ity is striking.
 Derek Wolfgram is a Certi-
fied Beer Judge and an officer 
of the Silicon Valley Sudzers 
homebrew club. For more 
information, visit sudzers.org.

By Rita Held

The cooking method for 
my asparagus risotto 
recipe is not traditional, 

but even without constant stir-
ring, the result is excellent. Tra-
ditional risotto is very creamy, 
and the rice is firm to the bite. 
You’ll find the rice continues 
to absorb liquid as it sits after 
cooking.

 The flavors of grated cheeses 
vary – start with 1/3 cup, then 
add more if desired. Many of 
the other ingredients also can 
be varied to taste or conve-
nience – in place of asparagus, 
use 2 cups fresh peas or thawed 

frozen peas. If you have mild 
white wine on hand, use that 
with a pinch of salt in lieu of 
the cooking wine.
 Serve risotto as a main dish 
(four servings) or as a side dish 
(approximately eight servings), 
and you can halve the following 
recipe using a 4-quart saucepan.
 Rita Held is a Los Altos 
resident.

Springtime asparagus risotto, the easy way

Asparagus Risotto
 • 1 pound asparagus spears
 • 1 cup diced ham (optional)
 • 4 cups reduced-sodium 
chicken broth
 • 1 cup white cooking wine*
 • 2 tablespoons butter
 • 2 tablespoons olive oil
 • 1 small onion, chopped
 • 2 cloves garlic, minced
 • 2 cups Arborio rice
 • 1 tablespoon grated lemon 
peel (optional)
 • 1/2 teaspoon dried marjo-
ram or sage
 • 1/3 cup grated Parmigiano 
Reggiano or Pecorino Romano 
cheese

 Wash asparagus and break 
off tough ends. Cut spears into 
1- or 2-inch pieces; set aside. 
Measure ham; set aside. Com-
bine chicken broth and cooking 
wine; warm up in microwave.
 In 6-quart pot, melt but-
ter with olive oil. Add onion, 
garlic and rice. Over medium-
high heat, cook and stir 3-4 
minutes; do not brown. Stir in 
warm broth and cooking wine. 
Increase heat to high and bring 
to boil. Immediately reduce 

COURTESY OF RITA HELD

Asparagus and lemon peel make this risotto a bright spring meal.

Cooking Simply

heat to low, cover and cook 10 
minutes. No need to stir.
 Stir in asparagus, ham, lem-
on peel and marjoram or sage. 
Continue to cook, covered, on 
medium heat, 3-4 minutes. 
Taste rice to ensure it does not 

overcook. Rice should be al 
dente and rather soupy. Stir in 
cheese. Remove from heat and 
serve immediately.
 If desired, sprinkle with ad-
ditional cheese and serve with a 
side salad.
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DANDELION
From Page 29

nutrient bioavailability for the 
dark, leafy greens that contain 
oxalates, organic compounds 
that reduce the body’s ability 
to absorb nutrients. Oxalates 
bind to minerals and block their 
absorption, preventing the body 
from absorbing them from the 
plant. Boiling the greens for just 
five to 10 minutes will remove a 
good amount of oxalates.
 My grandmother, who is still 
alive at age 99, eats dandelion 
greens regularly, and intuitively 
knows how to prepare them for 
maximum nutrient absorption. 
One of her favorite preparations 
is the popular Lebanese/Pales-
tinian dish of braised dandelion 
greens called Hindbeh. In this 
dish, the bitter greens, a rich 
source of iron, are parboiled, 
then paired with lemon juice, 
olive oil and aromatics such as 
onions and garlic. The vitamin 
C in the lemon juice assists 
with iron absorption while mel-
lowing out the bitterness of the 
greens. The fat from the olive 

Hindbeh
 • 1 pound dandelion greens, trimmed, washed and chopped 
(you can substitute other greens such as collard or mustard 
greens, kale, spinach or Swiss chard)
 • 1 large onion, finely chopped
 • 2-3 cloves of garlic, minced
 • Salt and pepper to taste
 • 2 teaspoons sumac
 • 3 tablespoons fruity extra-virgin olive oil
 • Juice of one large lemon

 Remove any yellow leaves from dandelions. Wash well, 
then finely chop. Bring water to boil in pot, then add dandelion 
greens and boil over medium heat for approximately 10 min-
utes. Drain and rinse in cold water, then squeeze until dry.
 Heat olive oil in large skillet, then add onions. Sauté for ap-
proximately 4 minutes, until translucent. Add garlic and sauté 
1 minute longer. Add greens and sauté for approximately 2 
minutes. Add lemon juice, sumac and salt and pepper to taste. 
Drizzle with more olive oil if desired, and serve warm or cold.

oil helps the body absorb vita-
mins A, C and K, so not only 
does this ingredient combina-
tion make bitter greens more 
palatable, but nutritionally
more bioavailable. Sweet cara-
melized onions and garlic add 
depth of flavor to balance out 
any bitterness.
 As a child, I didn’t think 

twice about eating these 
lemony greens, as they were 
buttery, sweet and tangy all 
at once. You can eat these 
greens plain or as a side dish. 
I preferred tucking them into 
pita bread with Middle Eastern 
spreads such as Labneh kefir 
cheese or hummus. You also 
can mix these greens with qui-

noa and feta cheese for a main 
course.
 Los Altos resident Blanche 
Shaheen is a journalist, host 
of the YouTube cooking show 
“Feast in the Middle East” 
and cookbook author. For a 
video tutorial of her Hindbeh 
recipe, visit this story at 
losaltosonline.com.

COURTESY OF ARYA PINO

Find dandelion greens at farmers’ and produce markets, or take 
a page from your ancestors and forage for the greens.

Have an idea  
for a story about 

food, drinks  
or cooking? 
Email Eliza 
Ridgeway at 

elizar@latc.com.
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Food & Wine

Eats on State Street By Eliza Ridgeway
Staff Writer/elizar@latc.com

When the Downtown Los 
Altos Farmers’ Market re-

turned Thursday, familiar vendors 
reappeared, a few were missed in 
their absence and a few new faces 
debuted.
 Menlo Park-based newcomer 
Little Sky Bakery’s reputation 
clearly preceded it – the enor-
mous cookies, pull-apart chal-
lah rolls and whole-grain breads 
proved a sought-after prize. Seller 
Leah Shanson said they’re hoping 
to double the supply they bring 

next week after completely sell-
ing out by 5:30 p.m., a feat given 
that the market had only opened 
at 4 p.m. 
 Because the pandemic shut 
down Hidden Villa’s typical plant 
sale, farm intern Alyssa Lang 
brought $3 tomato starts in va-
rieties such as Sungold, Lemon 
Boy and Early Girl. Skeins of the 
organic farm’s spun sheep’s wool 
($25) seemed particularly timely, 
as the annual shearing had oc-
curred earlier that day.
 The Finest-Edge knife-sharp-
ening enterprise returned in a 
shiny new form this year with 

a purpose-built van for onsite 
knife sharpening. Co-owner 
Liana Uno accepted knives for 
work and wrapped the finished 
jobs in newspaper under the 
watchful eye of canine assis-
tant Coco Beanz, noting that 
someone had, indeed, paid for 
a sharpening with kibble (as of-
fered on the sign denoting means 
of payment).
 Albany-based Ocean View 
Brew Works’ co-owner Vonnie 
Davidson enjoyed the novelty of 
pulling pints for market-goers as 
well as selling cans of primarily 
beer but also a raspberry hard 
seltzer. Los Altos is unusual lo-
cally as an “open container” city, 
with no explicit ban on drinking 
alcohol on downtown streets. 
That allows for beer walks, wine 
strolls and market pints.

PHOTOS BY ELIZA RIDGEWAY/TOWN CRIER

Scenes from the market: Hid-
den Villa farm intern Alyssa 
Lang, top far left, brought 
tomato seedlings to the market 
and reported more were en 
route throughout the month. 
Ocean View Brew Works co-
owner Vonnie Davidson, top 
center, poured pints, while 
knife-sharpening entrepreneur 
Liana Uno, middle center, took 
and returned blades. Newcom-
er Ventana Organic Produce, 
bottom center, stocked beets of 
various colors. Wool from Hid-
den Villa’s sheep, top right, and 
honey from Campbell’s Honey 
Ladies, above right, joined 
fresh produce on offer. 

DELI & 
CATERING

Fresh sourdough bread 
baked onsite daily! 

35 years & counting!  
The best is yet to come.

NOW OPEN at 8am 
for Breakfast! 

Omlettes, Egg Scrambles, 
Eggs done your way, 
Fresh potatoes, 
Breakfast Burritos

MON - SAT | Breakfast 8:00 am - 10:00 am 

Deli 10:00 am - 3:00 pm

2249 Grant Road, Los Altos • wwww.alottasdeli.com
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What do you get from advertising with the 

LOS ALTOS TOWN CRIER? 
And, what makes us different?

• Our demographics are one of the top in the US for income 
and education levels of our readers.

• Only local news source delivered via the US Postal Service, 
directly to 16,000 homes and businesses in Los Altos, Los 
Altos Hills, Mountain View and surrounding communities. 
We have more coverage of the local area than any other 
publication.

• Industry studies say that means readership of 40,000.

• We are subscriber based, so our readers are paying to 
receive our publications - and studies show that those who 
pay for a publication, typically read it.

• We’re the only newspaper serving Los Altos, Los Altos Hills  
and Mountain View, CA and continuously publishing every 
Wednesday since 1947, we've never missed a Wednesday.

• The Los Altos Town Crier is the areas trusted news 
source and our advertisers see results!

UPCOMING SPECIAL 

SECTION PUBLICATIONS

May 19 ........ Senior Lifestyles

May 26 ........ Your Health, Your Home, Celebrate Summer 
Box Pages

June 2 ......... On the Road, Celebrate Summer 
Box Pages

June 9 ......... Food & Wine

June 16 ....... Your Health

June 23 ....... Travel

June 30 ....... Your Home

We deadline every Thursday @ 2pm for the following 
Wednesday’s issue. 

Contact us for details 

650-948-9000  | sales@latc.com

Our website is continuously updated with breaking news. 
www.losaltosonline.com

Stepping Out
Town Crier Report

TheatreWorks Silicon Valley will 
offer viewers the world premiere 
livestream of Hershey Felder as Ser-

gei Rachmaninoff in “Anna & Sergei” this 
weekend.
 A new work by and starring virtuoso pia-
nist/performer Felder, the show will be per-
formed live from Florence, Italy, 5 p.m. Sun-
day. It will be streamed on-demand through 
May 23.
 “Anna & Sergei” explores the little-
known story of a strange meeting of Russian 
piano virtuoso Rachmaninoff and Anna An-

derson, a woman who claimed to be Prin-
cess Anastasia, the sole surviving member 
of the Romanov Dynasty. Set in the Beverly 
Hills house in which Rachmaninoff died in 
1943, the show features the composer’s most 
famous music.
 The production also will include guest 
stars soprano and actor Ekaterina Siurina 
as Natalia Alexandrovna Rachmaninoff and 
Igor Polesitsky as Dr. Golitzin.
 Tickets are $55 per household; proceeds 
benefit TheatreWorks.
 For tickets and more information, visit 
TheatreWorks.org.

Town Crier Report

Palo Alto Players returns 
to in-person theater for 
the first time since being 

shuttered in March 2020 with 
an outdoor staged production of 
“Tea for Three: Lady Bird, Pat 
& Betty,” scheduled to run to-
day through May 23.
 The play offers a look at life 
in the White House for three 

first ladies: Lady Bird Johnson, 
Pat Nixon and Betty Ford. 
 Staged outdoors in the Lu-
cie Stern Community Center’s 
patio, the production combines 
in-person performances with 
online video access.
 Palo Alto Players’ artistic 
director Patrick Klein directs 
three Bay Area actresses mak-
ing their return to the company: 
Gwendolyne Wagner (as Lady 
Bird Johnson), Gabriella Gold-
stein (Pat Nixon) and Patricia 

Tyler (Betty Ford). 
 In-person performances 
are slated 7 p.m. Wednesdays 
through Fridays, 2 and 7 p.m. 
Saturdays, and 2 p.m. Sundays. 
On-demand streaming runs 9 
a.m. May 19 through 11:59 May 
23.
 Limited in-person tickets are 
$40; on-demand streaming ac-
cess is $20.
 For tickets and more infor-
mation, call 329-0891 or visit 
paplayers.org.

Town Crier Report

TheatreWorks Silicon Valley 
streams an advance look at future 
productions in New Works Fes-

tival Online, scheduled to run through 
Saturday.
 Transforming the annual festival into 
a virtual experience, New Works Festi-
val Online offers digital audiences the 
opportunity to view new plays and selec-
tions from new musicals and learn more 
about the development process in con-
versations with the playwrights. 
 Among the musical highlights: a 
sneak peek at the indie folk-rock musical 
“Lizard Boy,” being revisited with updat-
ed material before it launches Theatre-
Works’ 51st season this fall, and a digital 
theater/rap piece inspired by the themes 
from “The Merchant of Venice” by the 
group Bay Area Theatre Cypher. Plays 
include two works examining the impact 
and ramifications of the Muslim travel 
ban – one a comedy exploring friendship 
in the time of war and the other a drama 
celebrating the human spirit during cri-
ses that divide – as well as a semi-auto-
biographical dance theater piece about 
memory, grief, forgiveness and freedom.
 Streaming access is available at pay-
what-you-can pricing ($10 minimum).
 For tickets and more information, 
visit theatreworks.org.

Town Crier Report

The Pear Theatre in 
Mountain View pres-
ents “Pear Slices 

2021” through May 23.
 The short-play show-
case features original works 
from Pear Playwrights Guild 
members. Co-directed by 
Troy Johnson and Melinda 
Marks, the vignettes are pre-
sented as a filmed-live video 
performed by a single cast of 
actors. The plays range from 
dramatic to comical, adver-
sarial to romantic. 
 Matthew Fyffe’s comedy 
“A Stable Family” is about 
Joseph, a new dad struggling 
with the responsibilities of 
raising his first son, born in a 
stable in Bethlehem in 0 A.D. 
 Leah Halper offers two 
shorts. “Yes Yes Maybe” is 
the dramatic story of a not-so-
young man in Buenos Aires 
asking his family tough ques-
tions. “Hello Heriberto” cen-
ters on a woman in labor and 
her partner as they rush to the 
hospital while struggling with 
other challenges.
 Carol Wolf presents 
“Don’t Let Go,” in which a 

community of blind primi-
tives help one another 
through a fearful landscape 
of dangers.
 Bridgette Dutta Portman’s 
“Wheel of Fortuna” follows a 
riotous game show set in an-
cient Rome (sort of).
 Meghan Maugeri’s  
“Power(less) Pete” is about a 
man who sinks into an exis-
tential crisis during the sum-
mer of 2020.
 In Barbara Anderson’s 
“Sequestered,” a couple 
struggles to find time to-
gether after their online, 
lockdown schedules become 
jam-packed. 
 Peggy Powell offers two 
short plays. “Roadside At-
traction” is about two visitors 
to a Museum of Oddities in 
the middle of nowhere who 
undergo an odd experience. 
“Keepsake” follows Keira as 
a lab prepares to bring back 
her husband, who has been 
cryogenically frozen for de-
cades. 
 Streaming-access tickets 
are $30-$34.
 For tickets and for more 
information, call 254-1148 
or visit thepear.org. 

Theatre-
Works is 
offering 
streaming 
access to 
the world 
premiere 
of Hershey 
Felder’s 
“Anna and 
Sergei” this 
weekend.

COURTESY OF 
EIGHTY EIGHT 
ENTERTAINMENT 

TheatreWorks livestreams Felder’s ‘Anna & Sergei’ Sunday from Italy

PA Players presents first in-person show of year
‘Tea for Three’ opens 
today at Lucie Stern

New Works Festival 
wraps up Saturday

‘Pear Slices’ continues run
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Puzzles Page

Answers 
on Page 51

Town Crier Crossword 

Find A Word

Across
1. Masterpiece
4. It’s higher on the hwy.
7. Bull markets
10. “All over the world” 
singers, for short
11. Cat-like sound
13. Naught
14. Summer at a ski 
resort, e.g., 2 words
16. ____ gow poker
17. Airport authority, abbr.
18. Leftover piece of cloth
20. Bumbling
22. Good, in Guadalajara
23. Fortitude
24. Mural legend Jan
26. Can. province
27. Diamonds, slangily
28. 601, in old Rome
31. Pines
33. Honker
34. Hot casino destination 
in China
36. Doesn’t own
37. Results in, 2 words
39. Caribou kin
40. Corn serving
41. Octogenarian’s birthday

45. “Brokeback Mountain” 
director Lee
46. Indian classical 
musical instrument
47. Drapers’ meas.
48. ____ degree
49. Alpha rhythm readout, 
for short
50. Concorde or Tupolev 
plane, abbr.

Down
1. GM’s Prizm, once
2. “The Lord of the Rings” 
figure
3. Mtn. View boulevard
4. “Alice in Wonderland” 
(2010) star Wasikowska
5. El ___, Tex.
6. Farewells
7. Let loose
8. Baby grand, e.g.
9. Buttonhole, e.g.
11. Beef, e.g.
12. Not acceptable
15. Depletes, as strength
19. Debussy’s “La ___”
20. “Here ___ Again” 
(1987 Whitesnake hit), 2 

words
21. Convent dweller
24. Little details
25. Cardiology chart, for 
short
28. Braying beasts
29. PC component, abbr.
30. Electees
31. Digital readout, for 
short
32. Refuges
33. Prefix with pad
34. Destined
35. Disgusted pirate 
outburst
36. Back home for good, 
abbr.
37. Economical
38. Shrek, for one
42. “Easy Rider” bike
43. Six-pointers, for short
44. D.D.E.’s predecessor
– Los Altos clues 
bolded.

Fifteen words related to 
oceans and seas are 
listed by this puzzle. They 
may go across, up and 
down or diagonally in the 
puzzle. Circle each one 
when you find it.

Sudoku 

By Myles Mellor and Susan Flanagan
Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9X9 grid that has been subdivided into nine smaller 
grids of 3X3 squares. To solve the puzzle each row, column and box must contain each 
of the numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles come in three grades: easy, medium and difficult. Level: 
Medium

By Myles Mellor

Aegean
Arctic
Atlantic
Baltic
Bering
Caribbean

Caspian
Greenland
Indian
Java
Mediterra-
nean

Pacific
Redsea
Southchina
Yellow
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339 S San Antonio Road
Suite 1B
Los Altos, CA 94021
650-948-4886
cynthia.wemyss@edwardjones.com

Business & Real Estate
A new face for an old building downtown

By Owen Halliday

As COVID-19 restric-
tions begin to ease, 
many people are 

turning their thoughts to a 
long-awaited trip away from 
home, where they have been 
sheltering, Zooming, studying, 
working and playing for more 
than a year now. 
 If you are considering a trip 
away from home, here are some 
answers to questions you should 
think about before you depart.

Q: We plan to be away from 
home for at least two weeks. 
What should we do to get our 
house ready?
 A: Making your house look 
lived-in is very important. Con-
sider investing in some simple 
timers you can plug a light into. 
Set the timers to go off at dif-
ferent times during the day.
 Contact the post office and 

arrange to have your mail held 
until after you return. Make sure 
you don’t have any packages due 
to arrive after you depart. 
 If possible, ask a trusted 
neighbor or friend to stop by – a 
great job for a neighborhood 
teenager – every day to check 
on your house to make sure no 
mail, packages or newspapers 
have arrived, or that a sprinkler 
hasn’t sprung a leak. 
 Tell your immediate neigh-
bors that you’ll be gone so they 
can let you know if a moving 
van shows up. (Don’t laugh, it 
has happened!) 
 If you employ a gardener, 
keep the service up while you’re 
out of town to ensure your 
house looks as tidy and lived in 
as possible.

An old downtown 
Los Altos building 
has a new look after a 
recent face-lift. Built 
in 1962 at 199 First 
St., the 27,000-square-
foot, three-story office 
and retail building – a 
rarity in Los Altos  – 
underwent extensive 
interior and exterior 
renovation with a 
modernized building 
system. “A complete 
remodel from A to Z,” 
said Anthony Kamm 
of Redwood City-
based Sequoia Re-
alty Services. Sequoia 
represents the owner, 
an affiliate of Dostart 
Development Co. LLC 
in Palo Alto, which 
is leasing retail space 
on the bottom floor. 
Dostart, a commercial 
real estate develop-
ment firm, purchased 
the property in 2019. 
It was once owned 
by Kentucky Fried 
Chicken executive Pete 
Harman. The remodel 
began early last year 
and wrapped up in 
March.

BRUCE BARTON/TOWN CRIER

Before going on vacation,
be sure to protect your home

On the Market

See MARKET, Page 37
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Business & Real Estate

DAVID TROYER  Lic. #01234450

650.440.5076  |  DAVID@DAVIDTROYER.COM  |  DAVIDTROYER.COM

Your home is where our heart is

TROYER
GROUP

THE

VISIT 610MAGDALENA.COM FOR VIDEO & 3D TOUR! | Available to Show within County Mandate

FRESHLY UPDATED    STEPS TO RANCHO SHOPPING CENTER AND THE VILLAGE    4 BEDS    2.5 BATHS    REMODELED KITCHEN 

FAMILY ROOM    PALATIAL MASTER SUITE    FABULOUS REAR YARD    DECKS, PATIOS & LAWN    POOL & SPA    LOS ALTOS SCHOOLS

610MAGDALENA.COM      CALL FOR PRICE

610 MAGDALENA RD 
LOS ALTOS

Special to the Town Crier

The California Franchise Tax 
Board has pushed the extension 
to Monday for individual state 

taxpayers to claim a refund for tax year 
2016.
 State Controller and FTB Chairper-
son Betty T. Yee said this gives individu-
al taxpayers extra time to collect money 
owed to them on their 2016 tax returns.
 “Many people who were not required 
to file do not realize they could have 
years’ worth of tax credits due to them, 
which could have a big impact on their 
finances in these challenging times,” she 
said.
 Taxpayers normally have four years 
to file a claim for a state tax refund in 
California. Tax year 2016 state income 
tax returns were due in 2017, so the stan-
dard four-year statute of limitations for 
claiming a refund would have expired 
April 15 of this year. With the postpone-
ment, individual taxpayers who are due a 
refund may now file their return for the 
2016 tax year no later than Monday to 
claim their money.
 Similarly, the IRS recently announced 
an extension to Monday for individual 

taxpayers who are due a refund on their 
tax year 2017 federal income tax returns. 
The IRS normally has a three-year stat-
ute of limitations to file a claim for a fed-
eral tax refund.
 Taxpayers claiming a state refund for 
previous tax years can find Form 540 
on the FTB’s forms locator (ftb.ca.gov/
forms/search) for the applicable tax year.
  In addition, the FTB has begun con-
tacting more than 448,000 taxpayers 
who have California income but did not 
file a 2019 state income tax return. For 
most taxpayers, the deadline to file a 
2019 state tax return was Oct. 15.
  Taxpayers will have 30 days to file a 
state tax return or show why one is not 
due. For people who do not respond, 
FTB issues a tax assessment, which in-
cludes interest and penalties, using in-
come records to estimate the amount of 
state tax due.
  Some taxpayers may have earned too 
little income to require them to file a tax 
return. However, if they had wage with-
holding or they made estimated tax pay-
ments, they must file a tax return to get 
any tax credits or refund they are due.
 For more information, visit ftb.
ca.gov.

FTB pushes the extension to claim 
refund for tax year 2016 to MondayTransactions

See TRANSACTIONS, Page 38

Los Altos
939 Altos Oaks Drive, B. Cabrera to S. & 
K. Bondalapati for $3,875,000
1650 Austin Avenue, Armstrong Trust to 
S. & S. Nazirudeen for $2,871,000
1310 Bright Oaks Court, Mujica Living 
Trust to B. & P. Berenberg for $3,600,000
1413 Brookmill Road, Dea Trust to Bhar-
gava Family Trust for $2,720,000
120 Coronado Avenue, Benjamin 2000 
Trust to Los Altos 2021 LLC for $3,950,000
737 Filip Road, RK Survivors Trust to 
Chaghajerdi Trust for $3,725,000
360 Fontainbleau Terrace, D. & L. Landi 
to N. & T. Bhanse for $4,100,000
121 Merritt Court, S. & G. Ballabio to 
Kirpalani Family Trust for $4,818,000
1410 Redwood Drive, H. & W. Belton to 
N. & B. Srinivasan for $3,150,000
1051 Via Del Pozo, Hollinger Family 
Trust to J. & X. Wang for $3,881,500

Mountain View
181 Ada Avenue No. 17, S. Church to X. 
Xie for $1,242,000
528 Anza Street, Catamount Properties
 2018 LLC to M. & J. Switkes for $2,540,000
1623 Bonita Avenue, P. Laligand to T. & 
P. Adiddam for $3,058,000
108 Bryant Street No. 37, S. Hegg to 

Narayanan-Gopalakrishnan Trust for 
$1,140,000
160 Calderon Avenue, Wang Trust to 
Dowell Trust for $2,330,000
1121 Castro Street, D & U Developments 
LLC to N. & S. Mantri for $3,975,000
406 Chagall Street, Whiteley-Rivas Fam- 
ily Trust to K. & G. Belknap for $1,640,000
938 Clark Avenue No. 2, S. Huang to 
Starns Family Trust for $888,000
280 Easy Street No. 424, D. Fezzadeh to 
E. Keating for $587,000
1085 Karen Way, Dobko Trust to N. & 
M. Wagner for $2,440,000
652 Leona Lane, Boben Trust to Z. & B. 
Yang for $2,451,500
900 Madison Drive, D. Kim to E. & P. 
Lee for $3,060,000
151 Margo Drive No. 2, S. Burek to B. 
Hoy for $875,000
345 Marquetta Circle, Summerhill 
Montecito Ave LLC to J. & Y. Chen for 
$1,725,000
2530 W. Middlefield Road, T. Stefanov-
Wagner to J. & P. Holla for $930,000
500 W. Middlefield Road No. 68, Lee 
Trust to H. Dai for $625,000
2047 Montecito Avenue No. 3, Mountain 
View Retirement LLC to Flyhomes Invest-
ments Ca LLC for $912,000
271 Pine Way, Koelling Family Trust to 
Y. & M. Maas for $1,940,000
2035 San Luis Avenue, D. Chu to M. & J. 
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Don’t just get it 
on the market, 
get it the attention 
it deserves.

Nothing compares
S O T H E BYS R E A LT Y. C O M

Recent Sales

LOS ALTOS HILL S ·  $ 4 , 4 10,0 0 0

PALO ALTO ·  $ 3 ,6 0 0,0 0 0

P ORTOL A VALLE Y ·  $ 3 , 1 4 5 ,0 0 0

Business & Real Estate

Q: What about security?
 A: Motion-sensing lights can be a big 
deterrent for burglars. You can buy them 
online or at a local home-improvement 
store. Many are solar-powered and can be 
mounted most anywhere. 
 Security cameras also can be very 
helpful, both as a deterrent and as evi-
dence if a break-in occurs. They are a bit 
more work to install, but they certainly 
will give you peace of mind. There are 
many doorbell options – including Ring, 
which allows you to “answer” your door 
even when you’re not home. 
 Many police departments will do an 
occasional drive-by of your house if you 
notify them in advance.

Q: What about insurance?
 A: If you are planning to be away for 
more than a month, it’s a good idea to 
check with your insurance company to 
make sure they don’t have a policy about 
“vacant” homes. Often you would need to 
be gone for more than 60 days for this to 
kick in, but it’s a good idea to check.

Q: What should I do to protect the 
physical house itself?
 A: Keep your thermostat set at a 
reasonable “away” temperature, but don’t 

turn it off completely. It’s good to not let 
your house get too cold or too hot. Turn 
off the valves to your washer just in case 
they spring a leak while you’re gone.
 Check all your window locks, and con-
sider putting a rod in the slider tracks of 
any sliding doors. Move your cars into the 
garage if at all possible. It not possible, 
remove any valuables, especially garage 
door remote controls. Unplug your toaster, 
coffee pot, computers (not the modems), 
TVs, etc., in case there is a power surge. 
Adding a small padlock on any gates will 
help keep people out of your backyard.
 Remember that many crimes are ones 
of opportunity, where a burglar spots a 
door, window or gate left unlocked, or 
newspapers piling up. Make sure your 
neighbors or house sitter know how to 
get in touch with you should something 
happen to your house while you are off 
enjoying some much-needed rest and 
relaxation. 
 Owen Halliday is 
a longtime Los Altos 
resident and manager 
of the Sereno office 
in downtown Los Al-
tos. Email comments, 
questions and poten-
tial column topics to 
Owen@Sereno.com. 
For more informa-
tion, call 492-0062.

Please call me for all your real estate needs.

Soli Saatchi
650.996.9364
solisaatchi@compass.com
www.solisaatchi.com

Your greatest asset deserves 
the greatest expertise 

and service.

Dedicated to excellence

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the 
State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009.

MARKET
From Page 35
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1062 Castleton Way, Sunnyvale  OFFERED AT 
$2,100,000 

This exceptional 4 bed, 2 bath home is bright and airy. 
Granite and stainless kitchen include walk in pantry and 
adjacent family room. Vaulted ceiling living room, separate 
dining room, spacious bedroom and bath with garden entry 
complete the first floor. Upstairs offers 3 bedrooms and 1 
bath. The sunny garden has outdoor dining and a 12’ x 14’ 
garden shed. Enjoy homegrown produce from raised beds & 
fruit trees. It’s an ideal Silicon Valley location with convenient 
access to highways, great schools & Apple Spaceship.

No neighbors overlooking your garden!

•  Laurelwood Elementary 
•  Peterson Middle 

•  Wilcox High 

Video Tour: 1062castleton.com 
For more details visit: ellenbarton.com 

Beautiful Remodeled Home

Back to Greenspace

Photovoltaic Panels 

Great Schools

•  Energy Generating System 
•  And Thermal Panels 
•  Lower Energy Bills

AmAzing View of the SAntA Cruz mountAinS

Ellen Barton 
Associate Broker 

BRE# 00640629

(650) 619-2756
ebarton@cbnorcal.com 
www.EllenBarton.com

Business & Real Estate

Jiang for $2,095,000
509 Sierra Vista Avenue No. 3, P. & A. 
Patel to X. Cai for $950,000
1017 Tulane Drive, Baird Trust to Du 
Family Trust for $3,801,000
460 Wyeth Street, Z. Shi to N. Zhai for 
$1,470,000

Cupertino
10067 Byrne Avenue, Singh Trust to S. 
& Q. Zhou for $3,930,000
11097 Flowering Pear Drive, Y. He to 
Y. & C. Nge for $1,500,000
10440 Johnson Avenue, Yang Family 
Trust to V. & S. Jain for $2,416,000
10204 Judy Avenue, T & J Trust to 
Thakkar Trust for $4,300,500
20187 Las Ondas Way, L. & D. Lee to 
H. & T. Zheng for $2,940,000
10250 Lockwood Drive, A. Kuo to M. & 
P. Inbarajan for $2,780,000
18645 Ralya Court, Pan Jungsying Trust 
to SF21A LLC for $1,775,000
10173 Riedel Place, Morley Family Trust 
to M. & G. Batra for $3,000,000

10645 Santa Lucia Road, W. Adzich to 
1999 Yugal Trust for $2,125,000
20488 Stevens Creek Boulevard 
No. 2303, K. Jia to S. & C. Cheng for 
$1,510,000
20500 Town Center Lane No. 197, Y. & 
A. Ehrlich to Q. Weng for $1,220,000

Overall

Los Altos

Total sales: 10
Lowest sale: $2,720,000
Highest sale: $4,818,000
Average sale: $3,669,100

Mountain View
Total sales: 22
Lowest sale: $587,000
Highest sale: $3,975,000
Average sale: $1,848,800

Cupertino
Total sales: 11
Lowest sale: $1,220,000
Highest sale: $4,300,500
Average sale: $2,499,700

– CalREsource

TRANSACTIONS
From Page 36

Have an idea for a local business 
or real estate story?

Email newsroom@latc.com.
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DAVID TROYER  Lic. #01234450

650.440.5076  |  DAVID@DAVIDTROYER.COM  |  DAVIDTROYER.COM

Co-list with Cathy Martina

Your home is where our heart is

TROYER
GROUP

THE

Your home is where our heart is

TROYER
GROUP

THE

VISIT 467CUESTA.COM FOR VIDEO & 3D TOUR! | Available to Show within County Mandate

ENTIRELY TURNKEY HOME    PERFECTLY MANICURED GARDENS & GROUNDS    4 BEDS    3 BATHS    OPEN-CONCEPT FLOOR PLAN 

LUXURY STONE    GORGEOUS HARDWOOD FLOORS    CHEF’S KITCHEN WITH ISLAND    PATIO, LAWN & DECK    LOS ALTOS SCHOOLS

467CUESTA.COM      $3,498,000

467 CUESTA DRIVE
LOS ALTOS

VISIT 4388ELCAMINO129.COM FOR VIDEO & 3D TOUR! | Available to Show within County Mandate

SPACIOUS & UPDATED    GROUND-FLOOR LUXURY CONDO    ONE BLOCK TO SAN ANTONIO CENTER    3 BEDS    2 BATHS 

9-FOOT CEILINGS    WOOD FLOORS    GOURMET KITCHEN    PATIO & YARD    COMMUNITY  POOL & SPA    LOS ALTOS SCHOOLS

4388ELCAMINO129.COM      $1,598,000

4388 EL CAMINO 
REAL #129

LOS ALTOS



Page 40 / Los Altos Town Crier / May 12, 2021

French Country Villa in a Resort-Like Setting

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more 
of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real 
estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal 
Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material 
presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is 
compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. 
Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without 
notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All 
measurements and square footage are approximate.

Kathy 
Bridgman’s
NEW LISTING  
OF THE WEEK

650.868.7677   
kathy@kathybridgman.com
License #01189798

kathybridgman.com

#1 Individual Agent in Los Altos & 
Los Altos Hills 2014 – 2020 
Based on $ volume per 2014 – 2020 Multiple Listing Service

#60 Individual Agent in the US 
Wall Street Journal, 2020

Showing Appointments Available
Please call 24 hours in advance: 
650.868.7677

26307 Esperanza Drive, Los Altos Hills
• Extensively remodeled French country villa 

built in 2003
• 5 bedrooms, office, 4 full baths, and 

2 half-baths
• Approx. 5,713 sq. ft. (not verified by Compass)
• Masterfully appointed with hand-hewn 

walnut floors, arched French doors and 
windows, and refined millwork

• Library/office, customized office nook, plus 
distance learning center

• Attached 2-car garage with significant 
built-ins

• Fireplace loggia and sun-swept entertainment 
terrace

• Beautiful formal grounds with vast level lawn, 
pool with canopy jets, and elevated spa

• Approx. 1.19 acres (51,836 sq. ft.; not verified 
by Compass); ample room for an Accessory 
Dwelling Unit

• Excellent close-in location just over one mile 
to the Village for shopping and dining

• Top-rated Palo Alto schools: Nixon 
Elementary, Fletcher Middle, and Gunn High 
(buyer to confirm enrollment)

Offered at $9,495,000  |  26307Esperanza.com
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The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verifi cation. Real estate agents affi liated with Coldwell 
Banker Realty and Coldwell Banker Devonshire are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2021 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offi ces which are owned by a subsidiary 
of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offi ces which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.  

ColdwellBankerHomes.com guiding you home since 1906

MONTEREY | $1,288,888
This remodeled home is a seamless fl ow between open concept living and enchanting gardens. Enjoy 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, an upgraded chef’s kitchen with high-end appliances and breathtaking views. Enjoy 
the sauna and soak in the hot tub. Select a bottle from your temperature-controlled wine storage and raise a glass to the good life as you enjoy the sunset and city lights from your expansive rooftop deck.

Angelica Blatt 831.206.8070
CalRE #01248430
Kimberly Cutino 831.601.0104
CalRE #01972539

PLACERVILLE | $1,100,000
Beautiful custom home nestled on 6+ peaceful park-like acres with pond. Upon driving past the electronic gate, you have arrived at your very own private staycation with a one-quarter acre swimming/pond. Passing the Zen-like 
rose garden to the front porch, you will enter to a spacious open fl oorplan. Enjoy the good life in your own staycation away from the hustle and bustle!

Kathy Brill Burk
919.768.4288
kathy.brill@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #01415628

CARMEL VALLEY | $2,445,000
335 El Caminito Road. Great estate value, 4/3.5 + offi ce and guest studio. Walking through the front door and being greeted with magnifi cent views of the oak covered mountains across Carmel Valley never gets 
old. The plentiful and large windows not only create a beautiful sense of space and light but also exposes the many views this house has to offer. Sited on 2.2 private acres.

The Heinrich Team
831.915.7415
Team@TheHeinrichTeam.com
CalRE #00584641
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Own a “trophy” 6-unit apartment building in famed Crescent Park, just 3 blocks 

from the University Avenue/Palo Alto commercial corridor. Access to top-rated 

Palo Alto schools. Close to parks and Community Center, less than one mile to 

the University Avenue Caltrain station, one mile to Stanford University, two miles 

to world-renowned Stanford Hospital, and approximately five miles to multiple 

Fortune 500 company headquarters including Facebook, Google, and Tesla.  

An excellent long-term hold for consistent revenues and growth.

CONNIE MILLER 
Broker AssociAte
License # 01275848

650.279.7074
conniemiller.com 
connie.miller@compass.com
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“Trophy” Investment Opportunity
6-Unit Apartment Building in Crescent Park

For more information on this extraordinary opportunity, please visit www.conniemiller.com/featured  
or contact me at:

759 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto
Offered at $5,998,000     JUST LISTED

UNCOMPROMISING SERVICE 
I N  L U X U RY  R E A L  E S TAT E

OFFERING HIGHLIGHTS {1}:

• Unit Mix: Five 2-bed/2-bath;  
One 3-bed/2-bath

• Building size of 6,212 sq. ft. on 
a 10,000 sq. ft. lot [1]

• CAP Rate 3.13

• GIM 21

Limited showings due to Covid-19, 
with strict protocols followed.

1. Stated building square footage based on Floor 
Plan Visuals measurement. Lot square footage 
based on county records, CAP rate of 3.13, and 
GIM of 21, based on full occupancy at current 
market rents and using property tax rate of  
1.1% at offer price.
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S I L I C O N  VA L L E Y  H O M E S

OTHER OFFICES   BELVEDERE-TIBURON  ·  BERKELEY  ·  DANVILLE  ·  LAFAYETTE  ·  MILL VALLEY  ·  MONTCLAIR  ·  NAPA  ·  NOVATO  ·  OAKLAND  ·  ROSS VALLEY  ·  SAN RAFAEL  ·  SAUSALITO  ·  STINSON BEACH

Los Altos Office
195 S. San Antonio Rd

Woodside Office
2989 Woodside Rd

Redwood City Office
555 Middlefield Rd

San Carlos Office
1250 San Carlos Ave 101

Burlingame Office
360 Primrose Rd

Menlo Park Office
640 Oak Grove Ave

Palo Alto Office
728 Emerson St

Los Gatos Office
663 Blossom Hill Rd

Each office is independently owned and operatedMore Listings at GoldenGateSIR.com

3 Redberry Ridge, Portola Valley
Offered at $15,995,000

The Campi Group  ·  650.917.2433
Lic #00600311

27360 Elena Road, Los Altos Hills
Offered at $1,485,000

Tom Martin  ·  408.314.2830
Lic. #01272381

27447 Edgerton Road, Los Altos Hills
Offered at $16,000,000

The Campi Group  ·  650.917.2433
Lic #00600311

885 Dover Court, Los Altos
Offered at $6,200,000

The Campi Group  ·  650.917.2433
Lic #00600311

682 N. San Antonio Road, Los Altos
Offered at $2,548,000

Omar Kinaan  ·  650.776.2828
Lic. #01723115

26140 Rancho Manuella Lane,  
Los Altos Hills

Offered at $11,800,000
The Campi Group  ·  650.917.2433

Lic #00600311

26 4th Street #1, Los Altos
Offered at $1,585,000

The Campi Group  ·  650.917.2433
Lic #00600311

12160 Kate Drive, Los Altos Hills
Offered at $16,800,000

Michael Dreyfus  ·  650.485.3476
Lic. #01121795

Noelle Queen  ·  650.427.9211
Lic. #01917593

1 West Edith Avenue #C119, Los Altos
Offered at $1,239,000

Norine Higgins  ·  650.740.5372
Lic. #00761310

Orchard Park, Palo Alto
From $4,530,900

Michael Dreyfus  ·  650.485.3476
Lic. #01121795

Noelle Queen  ·  650.427.9211
Lic. #01917593

26301 Silent Hills Lane, Los Altos Hills
Offered at $15,800,000

The Campi Group  ·  650.917.2433
Lic #00600311

25 Preston Road, Woodside
Offered at $7,700,000

Shena Hurley  ·  650.575.0991
Lic. #01152002

27500 Sherlock Road, Los Altos Hills
Offered at $2,688,000

The Campi Group  ·  650.917.2433
Lic #00600311

17659 Skyline Boulevard, Woodside
Offered at $998,000

Jean Isaacson  ·  650.387.8427
Lic. #00542342

30 Firethorn Way, Portola Valley
Offered at $6,850,000

Michael Dreyfus  ·  650.485.3476
Lic. #01121795

Noelle Queen  ·  650.427.9211
Lic. #01917593

1941 Farndon Avenue, Los Altos
Offered at $4,800,000 (Coming Soon)

Dulcy Freeman  ·  650.804.8884
Lic. #01342352
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Jeff Stricker

Broker & Attorney
President’s Club
650.823.8057
jeff.stricker@compass.com
jstricker.com
DRE 00948847

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009 and 01272467. All material 
presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or 
withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate. 

828 Nash Road, Los Altos

Offered at $3,500,000  |  828Nash.com

A wonderfully tranquil location adjacent to dedicated open space feels miles away from it all, yet is conveniently near the 
Village. Enchanting valley and hillside views compliment the spacious four-bedroom floor plan, which offers great flexibility for 
work from home, guests, or au pair. A bedroom, full bath, and family room on one level combine to allow a variety of uses.

4 BD  |  3 BA  |  2,440 ± Sq Ft  |  16,276 ± Sq Ft Lot  
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954 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, LOS ALTOS

Sophistication and Resort Grounds 
in the Heart of Los Altos

JUST LISTED

Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.  

JEN PAULSON 
650.996.7147
jen@sereno.com
License# 01221390

CALL FOR A PRIVATE APPOINTMENT  
to View this Gorgeous Home

For a Virtual Tour go to: 954Riverside.com

Offered at $4,995,000

954Riverside.com

· Built in 2002 with exceptional quality by Lencioni Construction 

· 3 bedrooms, customized office, and 3.5 bathrooms 

· Approximately 4,101 square feet of living space

· Chef’s kitchen with dumbwaiter to amazing lower-level wine cellar 
& tasting room 

· Main-level primary suite with fireplace and rear yard access

· Exceptional rear yard with dark-bottom pool, spa, waterfalls, 
barbecue, and fireplace

· Large lot of approximately 12,601 square feet

· Excellent Los Altos schools

www.jenpaulson.com
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authority to administer the estate 
under the Independent Adminis-
tration of Estates Act with full au-
thority . (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining 
court approval. Before taking cer-
tain very important actions, how-
ever, the personal representative 
will be required to give notice to 
interested persons unless they have 
waived notice or consented to the 
proposed action.) The independent 
administration authority will be 
granted unless an interested per-
son files an objection to the petition 
and shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the authority. 
A HEARING on the petition will 
be held on 05/24/2021 at 9:01 am 
in Dept. 5 located at 191 NORTH 
FIRST ST. SAN JOSE CA 95113 
DOWNTOWN SUPERIOR COURT.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting 
of the petition, you should ap-
pear at the hearing and state your 
objections or file written objec-
tions with the court before the 
hearing. Your appearance may 
be in person or by your attorney. 
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a con-
tingent creditor of the decedent, 
you must file your claim with the 
court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal representative appointed by 
the court within the later of either 
(1) four months from the date of 
first issuance of letters to a gen-
eral personal representative, as 
defined in section 58(b) of the 
California Probate Code, or (2) 
60 days from the date of mail-
ing or personal delivery to you 
of a notice under section 9052 
of the California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and 
legal authority may affect your 
rights as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an attorney 
knowledgeable in California law. 
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept 
by the court. If you are a person 
interested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (DE-154) of the fil-
ing of an inventory and appraisal 
of estate assets or of any peti-
tion or account as provided in 
Probate Code section 1250. A 
Request for Special Notice form 
is available from the court clerk. 
Attorney for Petitioner: 
Frank H. Russow 
State Bar No. 64550
Law Offices of Frank H. Russow
1195 Main Street
Santa Clara, CA 95050 Telephone: 
(408) 892-6140 
5/5, 5/12, 5/19/21
CNS-3465008#
LOS ALTOS TOWN CRIER
(05-05,12,19-21)

059-T

YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A 
DEED OF TRUST, SECURITY 
AGREEMENT, ASSIGNMENT OF 
LEASES AND FIXTURE FILING 
DATED 4/17/2014. UNLESS YOU 
TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR 
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A 
PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN 
EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE 
OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST 
YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A 
LAWYER. NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE Trustee’s Sale No. 2020-
100511 On 05/26/2021, at 10:00 
AM, the Gated North Market Street 
entrance of the Superior Court-
house located at 191 North 1st 
Street, San Jose, CA 95113, Bea-
con Default Management, Inc., a 
California corporation (“Trustee”), 
as duly appointed trustee under 
that certain Deed of Trust, Security 
Agreement, Assignment of Leases 
and Fixture Filing (the “Deed of 
Trust”) dated 04/17/2014 executed 

ment can be filed. Does not apply 
because the principal place of busi-
ness is in Santa Clara County. The 
business is owned by: an individual, 
Ngoc Hoai Nguyen, 1135 Peid-
mont Road, San Jose, CA, 95132. 
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
(05-12,19,26,06-02-21)

068-T

Legal Notice of Annual Report 
Availability

Notice is hereby given that the 2020 
Annual Report for the Johnson Tri-
Dom Foundation (JTD) (Empl#77-
0145481) is available on or after 
April 15, 2021 at its principal of-
fice located at 1635 Candace Way, 
Los Altos, CA 94024 during regu-
lar business hours by any citizen 
who requests inspection within 180 
days after the date this notice is 
published.  JTD is a private foun-
dation within the meaning of Sec-
tion 509(a) of the IRS Code, and 
is tax exempt under 501(c)(3).  To 
request an inspection contact Ce-
cilie Vaughters-Johnson, Chief Fi-
nancial Officer at (650) 961-3312.
(05-12-21)

067-T

Title Order No.: 95524625 Trust-
ee Sale No. 85324 Loan No. 
G19079272 APN: 182-28-049 NO-
TICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE YOU 
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED 
OF TRUST DATED 8/21/2019. UN-
LESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO 
PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT 
MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC 
SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLA-
NATION OF THE NATURE OF 
THE PROCEEDINGS AGAINST 
YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT 
A LAWYER. On 6/2/2021 at 10:00 
AM, CALIFORNIA TD SPECIAL-
ISTS, AS TRUSTEE as the duly 
appointed Trustee under and pur-
suant to Deed of Trust Recorded 
on 9/3/2019 as Instrument No. 
24269965 in book N/A, page N/A of 
official records in the Office of the 
Recorder of Santa Clara County, 
California, executed by: CENTRAL 
LAH, LLC, A CALIFORNIA LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY , as Trus-
tor GOLDMAN SACHS BANK USA, 
A NEW YORK CHARTERED BANK 
, as Beneficiary WILL SELL AT 
PUBLIC AUCTION TO THE HIGH-
EST BIDDER FOR CASH (payable 
at time of sale in lawful money of 
the United States, by cash, a ca-
shier’s check drawn by a state or 
national bank, a check drawn by a 
state or federal credit union, or a 
check drawn by a state or federal 
savings and loan association, sav-
ings association, or savings bank 
specified in section 5102 of the Fi-
nancial Code and authorized to do 
business in this state). At: At the 
Gated North Market Street entrance 
of the Superior Courthouse located 
at 191 North 1st Street San Jose, 
CA 95113, NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE – continued all right, title and 
interest conveyed to and now held 
by it under said Deed of Trust in the 
property situated in said County, 
California described the land there-
in: PARCEL B, OF THAT CERTAIN 
PARCEL MAP FILED AUGUST 16, 
2011, IN BOOK 846 OF PARCEL 
MAPS, PAGES 30 THROUGH 33, 
INCLUSIVE, SANTA CLARA COUN-
TY RECORDS. The property here-
tofore described is being sold “as 
is”. The street address and other 
common designation, if any, of the 
real property described above is 
purported to be: 27983 CENTRAL 
DRIVE LOS ALTOS HILLS, CA 
94022. The undersigned Trustee 

disclaims any liability for any in-
correctness of the street address 
and other common designation, if 
any, shown herein. Said sale will 
be made, but without covenant or 
warranty, expressed or implied, 
regarding title, possession, or en-
cumbrances, to pay the remaining 
principal sum of the note(s) se-
cured by said Deed of Trust, with 
interest thereon, as provided in said 
note(s), advances, if any, under the 
terms of the Deed of Trust, esti-
mated fees, charges and expenses 
of the Trustee and of trusts cre-
ated by said Deed of Trust, to-wit 
$4,195,557.25 (Estimated). Accrued 
interest and additional advances, 
if any, will increase this figure prior 
to sale. The beneficiary under said 
Deed of Trust heretofore executed 
and delivered to the undersigned a 
written Declaration of Default and 
Demand for Sale, and a written 
Notice of Default and Election to 
Sell. The undersigned caused said 
Notice of Default and Election of 
Sell to be recorded in the county 
where the real property is locat-
ed and more than three months 
have elapsed since such recorda-
tion. DATE: 5/4/2021 CALIFORNIA 
TD SPECIALISTS, AS TRUSTEE, 
as Trustee 8190 EAST KAISER 
BLVD.,  ANAHEIM HILLS, CA 
92808 PHONE: 714-283-2180 FOR 
TRUSTEE SALE INFORMATION 
LOG ON TO: www.stoxposting.com 
CALL: 844-477-7869 PATRICIO S. 
INCE’, VICE PRESIDENT CALIFOR-
NIA TD SPECIALIST IS A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMA-
TION OBTAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE. “NOTICE TO 
POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are 
considering bidding on this proper-
ty lien, you should understand that 
there are risks involved in bidding 
at a trustee auction. You will be bid-
ding on a lien, not on the property 
itself. Placing the highest bid at a 
trustee auction does not automati-
cally entitle you to free and clear 
ownership of the property. You 
should also be aware that the lien 
being auctioned off may be a junior 
lien. If you are the highest bidder at 
the auction, you are or may be re-
sponsible for paying off all liens se-
nior to the lien being auctioned off, 
before you can receive clear title to 
the property. You are encouraged to 
investigate the existence, priority, 
and size of outstanding liens that 
may exist on this property by con-
tacting the county recorder’s office 
or a title insurance company, either 
of which may charge you a fee for 
this information. If you consult ei-
ther of these resources, you should 
be aware that the same lender may 
hold more than one mortgage or 
deed of trust on the property. NO-
TICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The 
sale date shown on this notice 
of sale may be postponed one 
or more times by the mortgagee, 
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, 
pursuant to Section 2924g of the 
California Civil Code. The law re-
quires that information about trust-
ee sale postponements be made 
available to you and to the public, 
as a courtesy to those not pres-
ent at the sale. If you wish to learn 
whether your sale date has been 
postponed, and, if applicable, the 
rescheduled time and date for the 
sale of this property, you may call 
844-477-7869, or visit this internet 
Web site www.stoxposting.com, 
using the file number assigned to 
this case T.S.# 85324. Information 
about postponements that are very 
short in duration or that occur close 
in time to the scheduled sale may 
not immediately be reflected in the 
telephone information or on the In-

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSAL (RFP #2010-100)

Notice is hereby given that the 
Board of Trustees for the LOS 
ALTOS SCHOOL DISTRICT, Los 
Altos, CA, Santa Clara County 
(“District”), will receive propos-
als up to but not later than 5:00 
p.m. PT May 24, 2021 (“Dead-
line”) for the District’s Request 
for Proposals for HVAC Con-
trols for the procurement and 
instal lat ion of  the fol lowing:

H V A C  C o n t r o l s  S y s -
tem across  th ree  (3 )  s i tes

Persons or companies interested 
in submitting a proposal may ob-
tain a copy of the complete RFP 
by contacting the District’s Pro-
gram Manager: Laura Fudge, Ter-
raVerde Energy, LLC, laura@ter-
raverde.energy, (415) 314-7505. 

Proposals must be submitted as 
described in the RFP.  It is the sole 
responsibility of the person sub-
mitting a proposal to ensure that 
the proposal is delivered on time.  
The District will not be responsi-
ble for, nor accept as a valid ex-
cuse for a late proposal delivery, 
any delay in mail service or other 
method of delivery.  Any propos-
al submitted after the Deadline 
may be rejected by the District.  

Please refer to the complete 
RFP for  addi t iona l  in forma-
t ion,  terms, and condit ions. 

Randy Kenyon
Assistant Superintendent
Los Altos School District, Santa 
Clara County, State of California
(05-12,19-21)

070-T

Be Merry LLC
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN673272

The following person(persons) 
is(are) doing business as: Be Merry 
LLC, 221 Hope Street #156, Moun-
tain View, CA 94040, Santa Clara 
County. If the principal place of 
business identified above is not in 
Santa Clara County, a current fic-
titious business name statement 
for the fictitious business name(s) 
being filed at this time must be on 
file in the above-identified County 
that is the principal place of busi-
ness before the statement can 
be filed. Does not apply because 
the principal place of business is 
in Santa Clara County. The busi-
ness is owned by: a Limited Liabil-
ity Company, Be Merry, 1182 Nilda 
Avenue, Mountain View, CA  94040.  
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
(05-12,19,26-21, 06-02-21)

069-T

Q CLEANER AND ALTERATIONS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN674298

The following person(persons) 
is(are) doing business as: Q 
CLEANER AND ALTERATIONS, 
2061 Grant Road, Los Altos, CA, 
Santa Clara County. If the princi-
pal place of business identified 
above is not in Santa Clara County, 
a current fictitious business name 
statement for the fictitious busi-
ness name(s) being filed at this time 
must be on file in the above-iden-
tified County that is the principal 
place of business before the state-

ternet Web site. The best way to 
verify postponement information is 
to attend the scheduled sale.” For 
sales conducted after January 1, 
2021: NOTICE TO TENANT: You 
may have a right to purchase this 
property after the trustee auction 
pursuant to Section 2924m of the 
California Civil Code. If you are an 
“eligible tenant buyer,” you can pur-
chase the property if you match 
the last and highest bid placed at 
the trustee auction. If you are an 
“eligible bidder,” you may be able 
to purchase the property if you 
exceed the last and highest bid 
placed at the trustee auction. There 
are three steps to exercising this 
right of purchase. First, 48 hours 
after the date of the trustee sale, 
you can call (844) 477-7869, or visit 
this internet website www.STOX-
POSTING.com, using the file num-
ber assigned to this case 85324 to 
find the date on which the trustee’s 
sale was held, the amount of the 
last and highest bid, and the ad-
dress of the trustee. Second, you 
must send a written notice of intent 
to place a bid so that the trustee 
receives it no more than 15 days 
after the trustee’s sale. Third, you 
must submit a bid; by remitting 
the funds and affidavit described 
in Section 2924m(c) of the Civil 
Code; so that the trustee receives 
it no more than 45 days after the 
trustee’s sale. If you think you may 
qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer” 
or “eligible bidder,” you should con-
sider contacting an attorney or ap-
propriate real estate professional 
immediately for advice regarding 
this potential right to purchase.
(05-12,19,26-21)

066-T

LOS ALTOS CITY COUNCIL

NOTICE OF FILING OF RE-
PORT OF SEWER CHARGES TO 
BE COLLECTED ON THE TAX 
ROLL FOR TAX YEAR 2021-22 
A N D 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
 WITH RESPECT TO SAID REPORT
Notice is hereby given that a report 
of sewer charges to be collected on 
the Santa Clara County Tax Roll for 
Tax Year 2021-22 was filed with the 
City Clerk of the City of Los Altos 
pursuant to Section 5473 of the 
California Health & Safety Code on 
May 7, 2021.   The report is avail-
able for public inspection during 
normal business hours at the office 
of the City Clerk located at 1 North 
San Antonio Road, Los Altos, Cali-
fornia. For an appointment to view 
the report or additional information 
please call 650-947-2610 or email 
achelemengos@losaltosca.gov . 
On June 8, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. the 
City Council of the City of Los Altos 
will hold a public hearing at which it 
will hear and consider all objections 
and protests, if any, to the report.
The City Council public hearing will 
be held via tele/videoconference
 a t  7 : 0 0  p . m . ,  Tu e s -
d a y ,  J u n e  8 ,  2 0 2 1 .
Members of  the publ ic may 
par t ic ipate  v ia  computer  a t 
h t t p s : / / w e b i n a r . r i n g c e n -
t r a l . c o m / j / 1 4 8 0 3 1 8 3 8 0
Agenda,  repor ts ,  and addi-
tional public participation details 
will be posted May 27, 2021, 
please visit https://www.losal-
t o s c a . g o v / c i t y c o u n c i l / p a g e /
regular-city-council-meeting-34
Andrea  Che lemengos,  MMC
L o s  A l t o s  C i t y  C l e r k
Publication Twice:  
Town Crier
May 12, 2021
May 19, 2021
(05-12,19-21)

065-T

File No.: 18-10088 APN: 160-69-
048 NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER 
CALIFORNIA STATION HOME-
OWNERS ASSOCIATION (ASSO-
CIATION) COVENANTS, CONDI-
TIONS AND RESTRICTIONS AND 
A NOTICE OF DELINQUENT AS-
SESSMENT (LIEN) DATED 05-18-
2018. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION 
TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, 
IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC 
SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLA-
NATION OF THE NATURE OF THE 
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST YOU, 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAW-
YER. On 06-09-2021 at 10:00 AM, 
At the Gated North Market Street 
entrance of the Superior Court-
house located at 191 North 1st 
Street, San Jose, CA 95113, AL-
LIED TRUSTEE SERVICES (Trust-
ee), 990 Reserve Drive, Suite 208, 
Roseville, CA 95678, (877) 282-
4991, under and pursuant to Lien, 
recorded 05-24-2018 as Instrument 
23940524 Book - - Page - - of Of-
ficial Records in the Office of the 
Recorder of SANTA CLARA County, 
CA, WILL CAUSE TO BE SOLD AT 
PUBLIC AUCTION to the highest 
bidder for cash, cashier’s check/
cash equivalent or other form of 
payment authorized by 2924h(b), 
(payable at time of sale) the prop-
erty owned by PAK-SHUN LEI, 
situated in said County, describ-
ing the land therein: APN: 160-69-
048  The street address and other 
common designation, if any, of the 
real property described above is 
purported to be: 167 CHETWOOD 
DRIVE , MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 
94043 The undersigned Trustee 
disclaims any liability for any in-
correctness of the street address 
and other common designation, if 
any, shown herein. Said sale will 
be made, but without covenant or 
warranty, expressed or implied, re-
garding title, possession, or encum-
brances, to satisfy the sums due 
under the Lien. The estimated total 
unpaid balance at the time of the 
initial publication of this Notice of 
Trustee’s Sale is $13,501.26. THE 
PROPERTY WILL BE SOLD SUB-
JECT TO THE 90-DAY POST-SALE 
RIGHT OF REDEMPTION AS SET 
FORTH IN CALIFORNIA CIVIL 
CODE SECTION 5715(B). Associa-
tion heretofore executed and deliv-
ered to the undersigned a written 
Declaration of Default. The under-
signed caused a Notice of Default 
and Election to Sell to be recorded 
in the county where the real prop-
erty is located and more than three 
months have elapsed since such 
recordation. NOTICE TO POTEN-
TIAL BIDDERS: If you are consider-
ing bidding on this property lien, 
you should understand that there 
are risks involved in bidding at a 
trustee auction. You will be bidding 
on a lien, not on the property itself. 
Placing the highest bid at a trustee 
auction does not automatically en-
title you to free and clear owner-
ship of the property. You should 
also be aware that the lien being 
auctioned off may be a junior lien. 
If you are the highest bidder at the 
auction, you are or may be respon-
sible for paying off all liens senior 
to the lien being auctioned off, be-
fore you can receive clear title to 
the property. You are encouraged 
to investigate the existence, prior-
ity, and size of outstanding liens 
that may exist on this property by 
contacting the county recorder's 
office or a title insurance company, 
either of which may charge you a 
fee for this information. If you con-
sult either of these resources, you 
should be aware that the same 
lender may hold more than one 
mortgage or deed of trust on the 

Public Notices
property. NOTICE TO PROPERTY 
OWNER: The sale date shown on 
this notice of sale may be post-
poned one or more times by the 
Association, trustee, or a court, 
pursuant to Section 2924g of the 
California Civil Code. The law re-
quires that information about trust-
ee sale postponements be made 
available to you and to the public, 
as a courtesy to those not pres-
ent at the sale. If you wish to learn 
whether your sale date has been 
postponed, and, if applicable, the 
rescheduled time and date for the 
sale of this property, you may call 
(844) 477-7869, or visit this Inter-
net Web site WWW.STOXPOST-
ING.COM for information, using the 
file number assigned to this case: 
18-10088. Information about post-
ponements that are very short in 
duration or that occur close in time 
to the scheduled sale may not im-
mediately be reflected in the tele-
phone information or on the Inter-
net Web site. The best way to verify 
postponement information is to at-
tend the scheduled sale. NOTICE 
TO TENANT: You may have a right 
to purchase this property after the 
trustee auction pursuant to Section 
2924m of the California Civil Code. 
If you are an 'eligible tenant buyer,' 
you can purchase the property if 
you match the last and highest bid 
placed at the trustee auction. If you 
are an 'eligible bidder,' you may 
be able to purchase the property 
if you exceed the last and highest 
bid placed at the trustee auction. 
There are three steps to exercis-
ing this right of purchase. First, 48 
hours after the date of the trustee 
sale, you can call (844) 477-7869, 
or visit this Internet Web site WWW.
STOXPOSTING.COMfor informa-
tion, using the file number assigned 
to this case: 18-10088 to find the 
date on which the trustee’s sale 
was held, the amount of the last 
and highest bid, and the address of 
the trustee. Second, you must send 
a written notice of intent to place a 
bid so that the trustee receives it no 
more than 15 days after the trust-
ee’s sale. Third, you must submit 
a bid so that the trustee receives 
it no more than 45 days after the 
trustee’s sale. If you think you may 
qualify as an 'eligible tenant buyer' 
or 'eligible bidder,' you should con-
sider contacting an attorney or ap-
propriate real estate professional 
immediately for advice regarding 
this potential right to purchase.  
DATE: Apri l  28, 2021 ALLIED 
TRUSTEE SERVICES, Trustee AN-
DREA FISK, Authorized Signature
(05-12,19,26-21))

063-T

NOTICE OF AMENDED PETITION 
TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF

MARY LOUISE PALOMO
CASE NO. 21PR189806 

To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and 
persons who may otherwise be 
interested in the will or estate, 
or both, of: Mary Louise Palomo 
AN AMENDED PETITION FOR 
PROBATE has been f i led by 
Sara Palomo Wilder in the Su-
pe r io r  Cou r t  o f  Ca l i f o r n i a , 
C o u n t y  o f  S A N TA  C L A R A .
THE AMENDED PETITION FOR 
PROBATE requests that Sara 
Palomo Wilder be appointed as 
personal representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent.
THE AMENDED PETITION re-
quests the decedent's WILL 
and codicils, if any, be admit-
ted to probate. The will and any 
codicils are available for examina-
tion in the file kept by the court. 
THE AMENDED PETITION requests 



May 12, 2021 / Los Altos Town Crier / Page 49

spect to the Property and to com-
mence any action or proceeding to 
protect the interest of beneficiary in 
the Property; (n) Agreements. All 
agreements, contracts, certificates, 
instruments, franchises, permits, li-
censes, plans, specifications and 
other documents, now or hereafter 
entered into, and all rights therein 
and thereto, respecting or pertain-
ing to the use, occupation, con-
struction, management or operation 
of the Land and any part thereof 
and any Improvements or any busi-
ness or activity conducted on the 
Land and any part thereof and all 
right, title and interest of grantor 
therein and thereunder, including, 
without limitation, the right, upon 
the happening of any default here-
under, to receive and collect any 
sums payable to grantor thereun-
der; (o) Trademarks. All trade-
names, trademarks, servicemarks, 
logos, copyrights, goodwill, books 
and records and all other general 
intangibles relating to or used in 
connection with the operation of 
the Property; (p) Accounts. All re-
serves, escrows and deposit ac-
counts maintained by grantor with 
respect to the Property, including, 
without limitation, all accounts es-
tablished or maintained pursuant to 
the Loan Agreement, the Clearing 
Account Agreement or the Cash 
Management Agreement; together 
with all deposits or wire transfers 
made to such accounts and all 
cash, checks, drafts, certificates, 
securities, investment property, fi-
nancial assets, instruments and 
other property held therein from 
time to time and all proceeds, prod-
ucts, distributions or dividends or 
substitutions thereon and thereof; 
and (q) Other Rights. Any and all 
other rights of grantor in and to the 
items set forth in Subsections (a) 
through (p) above. 152176983.1
(05-05,12,19-21)

058-T

HOPTONIC
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN674260

The following person(persons) 
is(are) doing business as: HOP-
TONIC, 1627 S 7th St., San Jose, 
CA 95112,  Santa Clara County. 
If the principal place of business 
identified above is not in Santa 
Clara County, a current fictitious 
business name statement for the 
fictitious business name(s) being 
filed at this time must be on file 
in the above-identified County 
that is the principal place of busi-
ness before the statement can be 
filed. Does not apply because the 
principal place of business is in 
Santa Clara County. The business 
is owned by: a Corporation, Her-
mitage Brewing Corporation, 1627 
S 7th St., San Jose, CA 95112.  
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
(04-28-21,05-05,12,19-21)

057-T

Daya Design
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN673982

The following person(persons) 
is(are) doing business as: Daya 
Design, 2245 Sierra Ventura Drive, 
Los Altos, CA 94024, Santa Clara 
County. If the principal place of 
business identified above is not in 
Santa Clara County, a current fic-
titious business name statement 
for the fictitious business name(s) 
being filed at this time must be on 

Public Notices
by Mountain View Holdings, LP, a 
Delaware limited partnership and 
Sunnyvale Holdings, LP, a Delaware 
limited partnership (“Trustor”), re-
corded on 04/21/2014, as Instru-
ment No. 22572815, of Official Re-
cords in the office of the Recorder 
of Santa Clara County, State of Cal-
ifornia, under the power of sale 
therein contained, WILL SELL AT 
PUBLIC AUCTION TO THE HIGH-
EST BIDDER, for cash, or cashier’s 
check made payable to Beacon De-
fault Management, Inc. (payable at 
the time of sale in lawful money of 
the United States) without warranty 
express or implied as to title, use, 
possession or encumbrances, all 
right, title and interest conveyed to 
and now held by it as such Trustee, 
in and to the following described 
property situated in the aforesaid 
County and State, to-wit: LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION: See Exhibit “A” at-
tached hereto and made a part of. 
PERSONAL PROPERTY: See Ex-
hibit “B” attached hereto and made 
a part of. TAX PARCEL NO: 161-11-
012 and 313-01-054 From informa-
tion which the Trustee deems reli-
able, but for which Trustee makes 
no representation or warranty, the 
street address or other common 
designation of the above-described 
property is purported to be 860 E. 
El Camino Real, Mountain View, CA 
94040 and 910 E. Fremont Avenue, 
Sunnyvale, CA 94087. Directions to 
the property may be obtained pur-
suant to a written request submit-
ted within ten (10) days from the 
first publication of this Notice of 
Trustee’s Sale to U.S. Bank National 
Association, as Trustee, for the 
benefit of the Holders of COMM 
2014-CCRE17 Mortgage Trust 
Commercia l  Mortgage Pass-
Through Certificates, the present 
beneficiary under the Deed of Trust, 
in care of the Trustee at the address 
listed below. Said property is being 
sold for the purpose of paying the 
obligations secured by said Deed of 
Trust, including, without limitation, 
fees and expenses of sale. The total 
amount of the unpaid principal bal-
ance, interest and default interest 
thereon, together with reasonably 
estimated costs, charges, fees and 
advances at the time of the initial 
publication of the Notice of Trust-
ee’s Sale is $43,687,372.17. The 
''Beneficiary'' has elected to con-
duct a unified foreclosure sale pur-
suant to the provisions of California 
Commercial Code Section 9604(a)
(1)(B) and to include in the non-judi-
cial foreclosure of the estate de-
scribed in this Notice of Trustee's 
Sale all of the personal property 
and fixtures described in the Deed 
of Trust. The Beneficiary reserves 
the right to revoke its election as to 
some or all of said personal proper-
ty and/or fixtures, or to add addi-
tional personal property and/or fix-
tures to the election herein ex-
pressed, at the Beneficiary's sole 
election, from time to time and at 
any time until the consummation of 
the trustee's sale to be conducted 
pursuant to the Deed of Trust and 
this Notice of Trustee's Sale. The 
name, street address and telephone 
number of the Trustee are: Beacon 
Default Management, Inc. 30101 
Agoura Court, Suite 203 Agoura 
Hills California 91301 Trustee’s Sale 
No. 2020-100511 FOR TRUSTEE 
SALE INFORMATION PLEASE 
CALL: Stox Posting & Publishing, 
LLC Phone: (714) 929-1034 Sale 
Line: (844) 477-7869 Website: www.
stoxposting.com NOTICE TO PO-
TENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are con-
sidering bidding on this property 
lien, you should understand that 
there are risks involved in bidding at 

a trustee auction. You will be bid-
ding on a lien, not on the property 
itself. Placing the highest bid at a 
trustee auction does not automati-
cally entitle you to free and clear 
ownership of the property. You 
should also be aware that the lien 
being auctioned off may be a junior 
lien. If you are the highest bidder at 
the auction, you are or may be re-
sponsible for paying off all liens se-
nior to the lien being auctioned off, 
before you can receive clear title to 
the property. You are encouraged to 
investigate the existence, priority, 
and size of outstanding liens that 
may exist on this property by con-
tacting the county recorder's office 
or a title insurance company, either 
of which may charge you a fee for 
this information. If you consult ei-
ther of these resources, you should 
be aware that the same lender may 
hold more than one mortgage or 
deed of trust on the property. NO-
TICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The 
sale date shown on this notice of 
sale may be postponed one or 
more times by the mortgagee, ben-
eficiary, trustee, or a court, pursu-
ant to Section 2924g of the Califor-
nia Civil Code. The law requires that 
information about trustee sale post-
ponements be made available to 
you and to the public, as a courtesy 
to those not present at the sale. If 
you wish to learn whether your sale 
date has been postponed, and, if 
applicable, the rescheduled time 
and date for the sale of this proper-
ty, you may call (844) 477-7869 or 
visit this Internet Web site www.
stoxposting.com, using the file 
number assigned to this case 2020-
100511. Information about post-
ponements that are very short in 
duration or that occur close in time 
to the scheduled sale may not im-
mediately be reflected in the tele-
phone information or on the Inter-
net Web site. The best way to verify 
postponement information is to at-
t e n d  t h e  s c h e d u l e d 
sale. Dated: April 16, 2021 BEA-
CON DEFAULT MANAGEMENT, 
INC a California corporation, as 
Successor Trustee Selina I. Parel-
skin, Authorized Signatory EXHIBIT 
“A” LEGAL DESCRIPTION PROP-
ERTY ONE: 860 E EL CAMINO 
REAL, MOUNTAIN VIEW, CALIFOR-
NIA The land referred to is situated 
in the County of Santa Clara, City of 
Mountain View, State of California, 
and is described as follows: PAR-
CEL ONE: All of Parcel A, as shown 
on that certain Map entitled “Re-
cord of Survey being a portion of 
Lot 1 of the Arques Subdivision No. 
1 (Book I, Page 25) and lying within 
the City of Mountain View, Califor-
nia” which Map was filed for record 
in the Office of the Recorder of the 
County of Santa Clara, State of Cal-
ifornia on May 29, 1964 in Book 
179 of Maps, Page 25. PARCEL 
TWO: A non-exclusive easement for 
ingress and egress and for the in-
stallation and maintenance of pub-
lic utilities, over a strip of land 16.00 
feet in width, the Northwesterly line 
of which is described as fol-
lows: Beginning at a point in the 
Northeasterly line of El Camino Real 
(100.00 feet in width) at the South-
westerly common corner for Par-
cels A and B, as said road and par-
cels are show upon that certain 
Map entitled “Record of Survey of a 
portion of Lot 1 of the Arques Sub-
division No. 1 (Book I, Page 25) and 
lying within the City of Mountain 
View, California” which Map was 
filed for record in the Office of the 
Recorder of the County of Santa 
Clara, State of California, on May 
29, 1964 in Book 179 of Maps, 
Page 25; thence from said point of 

beginning North 14° 52’ 00” East 
along the dividing line between said 
Parcels A and B, for a distance of 
300.00 feet and the terminus of 
said easement. APN: 161-11-
012 PROPERTY TWO: 910 E FRE-
MONT AVENUE, MOUNTAIN VIEW, 
CALIFORNIA The land referred to is 
situated in the County of Santa 
Clara, City of Sunnyvale, State of 
California, and is described as fol-
lows: All that portion of the Quito 
Rancho being more particularly de-
scribed as follows: Beginning at the 
point of intersection of the center 
line of the old San Francisco-San 
Jose Road with the Easterly line of 
Wolfe Road (extended Northerly) 
and running thence along the East-
erly line of Wolfe Road, and the ex-
tension thereof Northerly South 0° 
25’ East a distance of 520.25 feet 
to a point in the Westerly extension 
of the Northerly line of Lot 11, 
Block 6, Tract No. 360 Ray-Nor 
Park Map No. 1, recorded Septem-
ber 3, 1946 in Book 11 at Pages 42 
and 43 records of Santa Clara 
County, California; thence North 
89° 43’ 00” East along said Wester-
ly extension and the Northerly line 
of Lots 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11, Block 6 
of said Tract No. 360 a distance of 
329.69 feet to the Northeast corner 
of said Lot 7, Block 6; thence North 
0° 23’ West along the West line of 
said Tract No. 360 and the Norther-
ly extension thereof a distance of 
520.25 feet to the center line of said 
Old San Francisco-San Jose Road; 
thence South 89° 43’ West along 
said center line a distance of 330 
feet to the point of the begin-
ning. EXCEPTING THERFROM all 
that portion thereof as conveyed to 
the County of Santa Clara, by Deed 
recorded July 31, 1963 in Book 
6128 at Page 4 of Official Records 
being described as follows: Being a 
portion of that certain 4.00 acre 
parcel of land described in Deed re-
corded in Book 1270 of Official Re-
cords, at Page 296 in the Office of 
the Recorder of said County, and 
being more particularly described 
as follows: Beginning at the point of 
intersection of the center line of Old 
San Francisco-San Jose Road with 
the Easterly line of Wolfe Road (ex-
tending Northerly) said point of be-
ginning being the Northwest corner 
of said 4.00 acre parcel; thence 
South 0° 5’ East along said exten-
sion and Easterly line of Wolfe 
Road, 135.19 feet; thence North 9° 
02’ 44” East 30.41 feet to the be-
ginning of a curve to the right; 
thence Northerly and Easterly along 
the arc of said tangent curve, to the 
right, having a radius of 80.00 feet 
and a central angle of 90° 08’ for a 
distance of 125.85 feet to the point 
of tangency with the Southerly line 
of said Old San Francisco Road; 
thence North 0° 17’ West at right 
angles to said Southerly line 25.00 
feet to the point of intersection with 
the center line of the Old San Fran-
cisco Road; thence South 89° 43’ 
West along said centerline 85.25 
feet to the point of beginning. APN: 
313-01-054 EXHIBIT “B” PERSON-
AL PROPERTY The following prop-
erty, rights, interests and estates of 
grantor shall hereinafter be collec-
tively referred to as the “Proper-
ty.” All terms not defined herein 
shall have the meanings ascribed to 
them in the Deed of Trust and the 
Loan Agreement (hereinafter de-
fined). (a) Land. The real property 
described in Exhibit “A” attached 
hereto and made a part hereof (the 
“Land”); (b) Additional Land. All ad-
ditional lands, estates and develop-
ment rights hereafter acquired by 
grantor for use in connection with 
the Land and the development of 

the Land and all additional lands 
and estates therein which may, 
from time to time, by supplemental 
mortgage or otherwise be expressly 
made subject to the lien of the 
Deed of Trust (the “Security Instru-
ment”); (c) Improvements. The 
buildings, structures, fixtures, addi-
tions, enlargements, extensions, 
modifications, repairs, replace-
ments and improvements now or 
hereafter erected or located on the 
Land (collectively, the “Improve-
ments”), provided, that notwith-
standing the foregoing, the “Im-
provements” shall not include any 
such property owned by tenants 
under the terms of their respective 
Leases (as hereinafter defined), ex-
cept to the extent grantor has a 
right or interest therein; (d) Ease-
ments. All easements, rights-of-way 
or use, rights, strips and gores of 
land, streets, ways, alleys, passag-
es, sewer rights, water, water 
courses, water rights and powers, 
air rights and development rights, 
permits, licenses, rights of way and 
all estates, rights, titles, interests, 
privileges, liberties, servitudes, ten-
ements, hereditaments and appur-
tenances of any nature whatsoever, 
in any way now or hereafter belong-
ing, relating or pertaining to the 
Land and the Improvements and 
the reversions and remainders, and 
all land lying in the bed of any 
street, road or avenue, opened or 
proposed, in front of or adjoining 
the Land, to the center line thereof 
and all the estates, rights, titles, in-
terests, dower and rights of dower, 
curtesy and rights of curtesy, prop-
erty, possession, claim and demand 
whatsoever, both at law and in eq-
uity, of grantor of, in and to the 
Land and the Improvements and 
every part and parcel thereof, with 
the  appur tenances  the re to ; 
(e) Equipment. All “equipment,” as 
such term is defined in Article 9 of 
the Uniform Commercial Code (as 
hereinafter defined), now owned or 
hereafter acquired by grantor, which 
is used at or in connection with the 
Improvements or the Land or is lo-
cated thereon or therein (including, 
but not limited to, all machinery, 
equipment, heating, ventilation or 
air conditioning equipment, gar-
bage equipment and apparatus, in-
cinerators, boilers, furnaces, mo-
tors, furnishings, and electronic da-
ta-processing and other office 
equipment now owned or hereafter 
acquired by grantor and any and all 
additions, substitutions and re-
placements of any of the foregoing), 
together with all attachments, com-
ponents, parts, equipment and ac-
cessories installed thereon or af-
fixed thereto (collectively, the 
“Equipment”). Notwithstanding the 
foregoing, Equipment shall not in-
clude any property belonging to 
tenants under Leases except to the 
extent that grantor shall have any 
right or interest therein; (f) Fix-
tures. All Equipment now owned, or 
the ownership of which is hereafter 
acquired, by grantor which is so re-
lated to the Land and Improve-
ments forming part of the Property 
that it is deemed fixtures or real 
property under the law of the par-
ticular state in which the Equipment 
is located, including, without limita-
tion, for the avoidance of doubt, all 
Fixtures and Personalty (as defined 
in that certain Loan Agreement 
made between grantor and benefi-
ciary (as the same may be amend-
ed, restated, replaced, supplement-
ed or otherwise modified from time 
to time, the “Loan Agreement”)) all 
building or construction materials 
intended for construction, recon-
struction, alteration or repair of or 

installation on the Property, con-
struction equipment, appliances, 
machinery, plant equipment, fit-
tings, apparatuses, fixtures and 
other items now or hereafter at-
tached to, installed in or used in 
connection with (temporarily or per-
manently) any of the Improvements 
or the Land, including, but not limit-
ed to, engines, devices for the op-
eration of pumps, pipes, plumbing, 
cleaning, call and sprinkler sys-
tems, fire extinguishing apparatus-
es and equipment, heating, ventilat-
ing, plumbing, laundry incinerating, 
electrical, air conditioning and air 
cooling equipment and systems, 
gas and electric machinery, appur-
tenances and equipment, pollution 
control equipment, security sys-
tems, disposals, dishwashers, re-
frigerators and ranges, recreational 
equipment and facilities of all kinds, 
and water, gas, electrical, storm 
and sanitary sewer facilities, utility 
lines, and equipment, (whether 
owned individually or jointly with 
others, and, if owned jointly, to the 
extent of grantor’s interest therein) 
and all other utilities whether or not 
situated in easements, all water 
tanks, water supply, water power 
sites, fuel stations, fuel tanks, fuel 
supply, and all other structures, to-
gether with all accessions, appurte-
nances, additions, replacements, 
betterments and substitutions for 
any of the foregoing and the pro-
ceeds thereof (collectively, the “Fix-
tures”). Notwithstanding the forego-
ing, “Fixtures” shall not include any 
property which (i) tenants are enti-
tled to remove pursuant to leases 
except to the extent that grantor 
shall have any right or interest 
therein and/or (ii) belongs to tenants 
under the terms of their respective 
Leases; (g) Personal Property. All 
furniture, furnishings, and Inventory 
(as defined in the Loan Agreement) 
objects of art, machinery, goods, 
tools, supplies, appliances, general 
intangibles, contract rights, ac-
counts, accounts receivable, fran-
chises, licenses, certificates and 
permits, and all other personal 
property of any kind or character 
whatsoever as defined in and sub-
ject to the provisions of the Uniform 
Commercial Code, whether tangible 
or intangible, other than Fixtures, 
which are now or hereafter owned 
by grantor, together with all acces-
sories, replacements and substitu-
tions thereto or therefor and the 
proceeds thereof (collectively, the 
“Personal Property”), and the right, 
title and interest of grantor in and to 
any of the Personal Property which 
may be subject to any security in-
terests, as defined in the Uniform 
Commercial Code, as adopted and 
enacted by the state or states 
where the Property is located (as 
amended from time to time, the 
“Uniform Commercial Code”), su-
perior in lien to the lien of the Secu-
rity Instrument and all proceeds and 
products of the above; (h) Leases 
and Rents. Subject to Section 1.2 
of the Security Instrument and the 
Loan Agreement, all leases (includ-
ing, without limitation, ground leas-
es, subleases or subsubleases), let-
tings, licenses, concessions or 
other agreements (whether written 
or oral) pursuant to which any Per-
son is granted a possessory inter-
est in, or right to use or occupy all 
or any portion of the Land and the 
Improvements, and every modifica-
tion, amendment or other agree-
ment relating to such leases, sub-
leases, subsubleases, or other 
agreements entered into in connec-
tion with such leases, subleases, 
subsubleases, or other agreements 
and every guarantee of the perfor-
mance and observance of the cov-

enants, conditions and agreements 
to be performed and observed by 
the other party thereto, heretofore 
or hereafter entered into (collective-
ly, the “Leases”), whether before or 
after the filing by or against grantor 
of any petition for relief under 11 
U.S.C. §101 et seq., as the same 
may be amended from time to time 
(the “Bankruptcy Code”) and all 
right, title and interest of grantor, its 
successors and assigns therein and 
thereunder, including, without limi-
tation, cash or securities deposited 
thereunder to secure the perfor-
mance by the lessees of their obli-
gations thereunder and all rents, 
rent equivalents, moneys payable 
as damages or in lieu of rent or rent 
equivalents, additional rents, reve-
nues, issues and profits (including 
all oil and gas or other mineral roy-
alties and bonuses), income, fees, 
receivables, deposits (including, 
without limitation, security, utility 
and other deposits) accounts and 
receipts from the Land and the Im-
provements whether paid or accru-
ing before or after the filing by or 
against grantor of any petition for 
relief under the Bankruptcy Code 
(collectively, the “Rents”) and all 
proceeds from the sale or other dis-
position of the Leases and the right 
to receive and apply the Rents to 
the payment of the Debt and the 
performance of the Other Obliga-
t i o n s ;  ( i )  C o n d e m n a t i o n 
Awards. Subject to the terms of 
Section 6.4 of the Loan Agreement 
regarding grantor’s right to and/or 
the application of such amounts, all 
Awards or payments, including in-
terest thereon, which may hereto-
fore and hereafter be made with re-
spect to all or any portion of the 
Property, whether from the exercise 
of the right of eminent domain (in-
cluding, but not limited to, any 
transfer made in lieu of or in antici-
pation of the exercise of such right), 
or for a change of grade, or for any 
other injury to or decrease in the 
value of the Property including, 
without limitation, any award or 
awards, or settlements or pay-
ments, hereafter made resulting 
from (i) condemnation proceedings 
or the taking of all or any portion of 
the Improvements, the Equipment, 
the Fixtures, the Leases or the Per-
sonal Property, or any part thereof, 
under the power of eminent do-
main; or (ii) the alteration of grade 
or the location or the discontinu-
ance of any street adjoining the 
Property or any portion thereof; 
(j) Insurance Proceeds. Subject to 
the terms of Section 6.4 of the Loan 
Agreement regarding grantor’s right 
to and/or the application of such 
amounts, all Insurance Proceeds in 
respect of the Property under any 
Policies covering the Property, in-
cluding, without limitation, the right 
to receive and apply the proceeds 
of any Policies, judgments, or set-
tlements made in lieu thereof, in 
connection with a Casualty to the 
Property; (k) Tax Certiorari. All re-
funds, rebates or credits in connec-
tion with any reduction in Taxes or 
Other Charges charged against the 
Property; (l) Conversion. All pro-
ceeds of the conversion, voluntary 
or involuntary, of any of the forego-
ing including, without limitation, In-
surance Proceeds and Awards, 
subject to the terms of Section 6.4 
of the Loan Agreement regarding 
grantor’s right to and/or the appli-
cation of such amounts, into cash 
o r  l i q u i d a t i o n  c l a i m s ; 
(m) Rights. The right, during the 
continuance of an Event of Default, 
in the name and on behalf of grant-
or, to appear in and defend any ac-
tion or proceeding brought with re-
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file in the above-identified County 
that is the principal place of busi-
ness before the statement can be 
filed. Does not apply because the 
principal place of business is in 
Santa Clara County. The business 
is owned by: an individual, Azita 
Firouzi, 2245 Sierra Ventura Drive, 
Los Altos, CA 94024.  Registrant 
began transacting business under 
the fictitious business name(s) 
l isted above on: 06/10/2003.
(04-21,28-21, 05-05,12-21)

054-T

Native Vista Gardening
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN673903

The following person(persons) 
is(are) doing business as: Na-
tive Vista Gardening, 781 Vista 
Grande Avenue, Los Altos, CA 
94024,  Santa Clara County. If the 
principal place of business iden-
tified above is not in Santa Clara 
County, a current fictitious busi-
ness name statement for the ficti-
tious business name(s) being filed 
at this time must be on file in the 
above-identified County that is the 
principal place of business before 
the statement can be filed. Does 
not apply because the principal 
place of business is in Santa Clara 
County. The business is owned 
by: an individual, Sandra S. Mor-
gans, 781 Vista Grande Avenue, 
Los Altos, CA 94024.  Registrant 
began transacting business under 
the fictitious business name(s) 
l isted above on: 03/11/2021.
(04-21,28-21, 05-05,12-21)

053-T$35
is usually all 

it costs to 

publish your  

Fictitious 

Business 

Name  

in the  

Los Altos 

Town Crier

We can also 

publish all 

other legal 

notices.

Call Chris  
at 

(650) 948-9000

ex 304

$40
is usually 

all it costs to 

publish 

your 

Fictitious 

Business 

Name in the 

Los Altos 

Town Crier

Email

legals@latc.com

CLEOPHA 
SHARON ZAUNER

Cleopha Sharon Zauner passed 
away on April 2nd, 2021 in Los 
Altos, CA with her loving family by 
her side.  Cleo was born in 1942 to 
Jack and Catherine Pelton in Cass 
City, Michigan. She had dreams to 
see more of the world and a desire 
to help people, so she decided to 
become a nurse and enrolled in St. 
Mary’s Nursing School.  

While at nursing school, she 
met and ultimately married the love 
of her life, John Zauner, and they 
enjoyed 60 wonderful years together.  
She loved what she did and enjoyed a 
full, long career in healthcare - retir-
ing just a few years ago.  She spent 
the last part of her career at the Palo 
Alto Veterans Hospital as a Critical 
Care nurse bringing much peace, 
comfort and compassion to the 
countless patients and family mem-
bers that she cared for and interact-
ed with.  Over the years, Cleo also 
found time to volunteer at many 
organizations close to her heart.

Cleo loved many things includ-
ing spoiling her grandkids, spend-
ing time at the Delta, traveling the 
world, working on crosswords, cook-
ing and most of all spending time 
with her family.  

She was strong willed, deter-
mined, passionate, accomplished 
and open minded.  She loved travel-
ing as it allowed her to spend time 
with those she loved and see the 
world!  Despite spending the major-
ity of her adult life in California, 
Michigan always held an incredibly 
special place in her heart. 

Cleo was a loving mother, grand-
mother, sister and spouse.  She is 
survived by her husband, John Zaun-
er; her son, Mike and his wife Mitzi 
and children Monet and Max; her 
daughter, Jennifer and children Tra-
vis and Makayla; her sister Jacque-
line and her husband Bill and chil-
dren Aimee and Chris; her brother 
in law Fran and her late sister in law 
Joy and children, Ben and Tiffany - 
each of whom she loved and touched 
deeply.  

Cleo will be missed and her 
memory will forever live in our 
hearts. In lieu of flowers, please con-
sider donating to a charity of your 
choice.  

NORA EVANS
 BUYS

Nora Evans Buys left ‘this veil 
of tears’, as she used to say, on April 
11, 2021. She spent her final months 
in the Sequoias Health 

Center in Portola Valley. After 
almost 10 years at the Sequoias, 
making friends, hosting family 
visitors, and serving as the Vespers 
coordinator, 

Nora re-married and lived with 
her 2nd husband, Dr. Frank Berry of 
Los Altos, who died on Feb. 7. 

Many people carry her forever in 
their hearts. These include her four 
children, Richard, Robert, Barbara, 
and Kathryn Buys; her 5

grand-children, her 6 great 
grand-children, and countless 
friends and cousins. Nora and her 
first husband, Norman Buys, 

fostered a life-long very close 
friendship with 3 other families 
(Weiss, Besson, Alexander) and was 
a 2nd Mom to many of those kids. 
Together, those 4 families created 
love, joy, and fun. Nora is the last 
of those elders to grace us with her 
presence here on Earth. 

Nora was born in 1926 in Tien-
stin, China to missionary parents 
who met in Tienstin but were from 
the same small town, Turner, Maine.

She often told stories of China, 
particularly of times spent in Beid-
aihe, swimming in the ocean, and 
reading book after book. She trea-
sured her 

time at school in Tongzhou and 
talked about all the people whose 
lives her parents touched.  

Nora came to the United States 
in 1941 and lived in Montclair, New 
Jersey where she later married Nor-
man Buys. They had their first three 

children in New York and then 
moved to Sunnyvale, CA in 1956 
and had their 4th child in California. 

Nora loved her children, grand-
children, and great grandchildren 
fiercely and with steadfast dedi-
cation. She fostered friendships 
through Bible Study Fellowship, 
two different churches, writing 
seminars, Torah study at Beth Am, 
and through her kids. A friend of 
someone she loved was an imme-
diate friend of hers. Nora held the 
equality of all close to her heart and 
aligned her actions with her values 
in everything she did. Her favorite 
moments included playing with a 
child, laughing with a friend, sing-
ing in the choir, or listening to the 
Mozart f lute and harp concerto, 
or swimming in a lake or ocean. 
There’s a new rose garden blooming 
beyond the veil!   

DONALD “DUANE” 
ELLISON 

Donald “Duane” Ellison, 90, 
passed away on April 27, 2021 at 
Sunrise Senior Living in Burlingame, 
a Loving & Caring community.

Born in San Francisco, beloved 
son of Earl Ellison Sr. (deceased) & 
Maxine Ellison (deceased), broth-
er of Earl Ellison Jr. (deceased) & 
Pauline Peck (deceased).  Duane 
lived most of his life in Palo Alto 
where his father Earl Ellison Sr. had 
opened a family business in 1929 
that later came to be known as Elli-
son’s Body Shop. Duane worked as 
a car detailer at the family business 
before becoming a full time Artist. 
He also worked briefly for the City 
of Palo Alto as a commercial artist.

He attended Jordan Junior High 
School, Palo Alto High School and 
San Jose State University and later 
completed more studies at Choui-
nard Art Institute in Los Angeles. He 
also was a member of AMICA due 
to his extensive collection of musical 
instruments. Duane formerly enter-
tained his AMICA friends in his 
home. He had wonderful parties with 
live music. Duane was especially 
fond of Ragtime music, music of the 
twenties, thirties & forties & the old 
classic movies.  He also had a won-
derful sense of humor & an eye for 
details. He was an excellent Artist.

When Duane was living in his 
home in Palo Alto, he lived with 
his roommate, Dan Stof le, for 
over 40 years along with his full-
time caregiver, Steve Fargie, who 
moved from Australia to take care 
of Duane. He loved dogs and always 
had dogs in his life.  Dan & Steve 
bought Duane a miniature Austra-
lian Shephard puppy named Matil-
da. She was a significant faithful 
comfort for Duane always sitting on 
his lap or laying on his bed.

Duane was very fond of his 
cousin Beverly Price (deceased) & 
her husband Carl (deceased).  He 
was frequently visited by his niece 
Cheri-Ellison Carroll & his Great 
Nephew Michael Beer & Michael’s 
two sons, Aaron & Allen.

Special thanks to the Staff @ 
Sunrise of Burlingame for their end-
less hours of love & care for Duane. 
We are also grateful for the Staff 
@ VITAS Hospice for their care.  
A very special thanks to Duane’s 
caregiver, Steve Fargie, who spent 
immeasurable years caring for his 
friend Duane.

Services will be held at Alta 
Mesa Memorial Park on Friday, 
May 7th @ 11:30am..

Obituary Notice EVENTS
Friends of the Los Altos Library Used 
Book Sales. Adult and children’s books, 
hardbacks and trade paperbacks $2; 
small paperbacks and media $1. 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Sunday and May 23. Fresh in-
ventory each sale. Cash only. Masks and 
social distancing required. Proceeds 
benefit the Los Altos libraries. Los Altos 
History Museum Patio, 51 S. San An-
tonio Road, Los Altos. losaltoslibrary-
friends.org.

CLASSES/WORKSHOPS
Jazzercise Dance Mixx and Body 
Sculpting. Live on Zoom seven days a 
week. Free trial class. First 10 consecu-
tive classes $39. Full-time members also 
have free access to Jazzercise Live on-
demand. (408) 505-2048; Nisaleone@
sbcglobal.net.

Adult Ballet Class. Led by Leslie Fried-
man over Zoom. 4 p.m. Tuesdays. $48 for 
four classes; $15 drop-in. livelyfounda-
tion@sbcglobal.net.

Gym Ventures. Parent-child classes. Of-
ferings include youth sports, swim les-
sons and more. El Camino YMCA, 2400 
Grant Road, Mountain View. 969-9622. 

Fitness Boot Camp. Sixty sessions of 
exercise. 6-7 a.m. weekdays or just Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays. Shower 
facilities available. Foothill College, 
12345 S. El Monte Road, Los Altos Hills. 
Less than $4 per class. Registration:  
foothill.augusoft.net.

CLUBS/GROUPS
Meditation group. Meditations 
drawn from Buddhist teachers, includ-
ing Thich Nhat Hanh and Jack Ko-
rnfield. Susan Murphy at somurphy 
@earthlink.net for Zoom login. Free.

Sons in Retirement (SIR) Los Altos 
Branch 35. Active mature men who 
meet for lunch to socialize, enjoy food 
and listen to speakers. Third Wednesday 
of each month. Palo Alto Elks Lodge, 
4249 El Camino Real. (408) 313-6852;  
pschutz3@comcast.net; sirinc2.org/
branch35.

Los Altos & Los Altos Hills New-
comers Club. Helps new residents 
become better acquainted with their 
neighbors and new community. Activi-
ties include programs, luncheons, hik-
ing, bridge and book clubs. 948-3421;  
losaltosnewcomers.com. 

Duplicate Bridge Club. All levels of 
play. Classes and lectures available; 
lunch included. Bring a partner or be 
placed with one. 11:30 a.m. Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday; 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday and Friday; noon Saturday. 
432 Stierlin Road, Mountain View. First 
time free; $15 afterward. 940-1824;  
paloaltobridge.org.

Datebook
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Make 
LATC 

Classifieds
WORK 

FOR 
YOU!

Call 
650-948-9000 

today 
to place 
your ad. 

Ask for
Taylor

or email 
your ad to 
taylorb@
latc.com

Professional 
Services
HOUSECLEANING - by Diana. 
Prof. exp, low rates, family bus, 
reliable/depend. Great L.A. refs. 
Lic.# 447435. (408) 806-1415 or 
(408) 578-5489 Cristina

ROTOTILLING- Weed cutting, 
yard cleanup, dependable. FREE 
estimates (408)707-8470

Freebies
FIREWOOD & MULCH - FREE 
mulch, 6 cubic yard minimum. 
Will deliver. (650) 966-6537

Merchandise
4 drawer beige file cabinet. no 
lock. FREE (650) 815-9101

Like new Samsung 4K HD TV 
44” by 24” $150 OBO Peggy 
(650)906-2503

G A R A G E  S A L E  -  
Artist's garage sale: 5/7,8 and 
5/15,16.9 am-12 noon Everything 
from $.50 to $35 : books, papers, 
frames, ceramics, a desk, 2 tables, 
hutch/armour and misc. house-
holds. Call for address: (650) 965-
1007

3 level computer desk 51" X 
26" $30.,  Hutch/armour 33' X 
18" X 70" H, $35. White paint-
ed metal table 31" x 21" x 27" 
H, $30.  OBO  (650) 965-1007 

Classic Girls Schwinn Stingray 
Bike with original white banana 
seat.Great condition with white 
basket matched to a pink frame. 
Vintage/Collectible - Asking $299 
408-931-2772

ELECTRTICIAN SUPPLIES: 
Misc. boxes, connectors, cou-
plings, and elbows for residen-
tial installation $45. Call Robert 
(650)245-7517

Merchandise 
Wanted
OLD F ISH I NG TACK LE -  
Los Altos senior citizen likes to 
restore. Will buy old rods, reels, 
lures, creels, literature. Greg, 
(650) 961-3581

OLD TUBE EQUIPMENT -  
radios, hi-fi tuners/amps, speak-
ers, ham gear, tubes, parts, litera-
ture. (650) 279-9931

O L D  W R I S T WAT C H E S  -  
Los Altos horologist likes to col-
lect, trade and restore.  Will buy 
watches, bands, parts, boxes, etc.  
Tom (408) 712-3430

TREE SERVICE

Online 

Advertising! 

Link to  

YOUR SITE & 

get noticed!

Email your 
ad to: 

taylorb@ 
latc.com

Professional 
Services
HOUSECLEANING - by Diana. 
Prof. exp, low rates, family bus, 
reliable/depend. Great L.A. refs. 
Lic.# 447435. (408) 806-1415 or 
(408) 578-5489 Cristina

ROTOTILLING- Weed cutting, 
yard cleanup, dependable. FREE 
estimates (408)707-8470

Freebies
FIREWOOD & MULCH - FREE 
mulch, 6 cubic yard minimum. 
Will deliver. (650) 966-6537

FREE ENCYCLOPEDIAS 3 sets 
1935-1953 1-20VOL, 1-15VOL, 
1-10VOL  Call John (650) 948- 
4895

Merchandise
4 drawer beige file cabinet. no 
lock. FREE (650) 815-9101

2 BICYCLES 1 men’s 1 women’s, 
21 speed, $50 each. Contact John 
(650)948-4895

Like new Samsung 4K HD TV 
44” by 24” $150 OBO Peggy 
(650)906-2503

Merchandise 
Wanted
OLD F ISH I NG TACK LE -  
Los Altos senior citizen likes to 
restore. Will buy old rods, reels, 
lures, creels, literature. Greg, 
(650) 961-3581

OLD TUBE EQUIPMENT -  
radios, hi-fi tuners/amps, speak-
ers, ham gear, tubes, parts, litera-
ture. (650) 279-9931

O L D  W R I S T WAT C H E S  -  
Los Altos horologist likes to col-
lect, trade and restore.  Will buy 
watches, bands, parts, boxes, etc.  
Tom (408) 712-3430

Employment
H E L P  WA N T E D !  -  L ig h t 
Gardening $25 an hour (650)948-
9362

TREE SERVICE

Call 
today 

to place 
your

Classified 
Ad!

Ask for 
Taylor at 

650-948-9000

or email it to:

taylorb@latc.com

Professional 
Services
HOUSECLEANING - by Diana. 
Prof. exp, low rates, family bus, 
reliable/depend. Great L.A. refs. 
Lic.# 447435. (408) 806-1415 or 
(408) 578-5489 Cristina

ROTOTILLING- Weed cutting, 
yard cleanup, dependable. FREE 
estimates (408)707-8470

Freebies
FIREWOOD & MULCH - FREE 
mulch, 6 cubic yard minimum. 
Will deliver. (650) 966-6537

FREE ENCYCLOPEDIAS 3 sets 
1935-1953 1-20VOL, 1-15VOL, 
1-10VOL  Call John (650) 948- 
4895

Merchandise
MICROFICHE READER - work-
ing condition. Made by Northwest 
Microfilm. Model 75. (650) 625-
1796 Marilyn

4 drawer beige file cabinet. no 
lock. FREE (650) 815-9101

2 BICYCLES 1 men's 1 women's, 
21 speed, $50 each. Contact John 

(650)948-4895

Merchandise 
Wanted
OLD FISHING TACKLE - Los 
Altos senior cit izen l ikes to 
restore. Will buy old rods, reels, 
lures, creels, literature. Greg, 
(650) 961-3581

OLD TUBE EQUIPMENT - radi-
os, hi-fi tuners/amps, speakers, 
ham gear, tubes, parts, literature. 
(650) 279-9931

OLD WRISTWATCHES - Los 
Altos horologist likes to collect, 
trade and restore.  Will buy watch-
es, bands, parts, boxes, etc.  Tom 
(408) 712-3430

Service Directory Classified
650-948-9000 ext. 300  •  Classified FAX 650-948-9213  •  email: taylorb@

TREE SERVICE

Catch us Online
www.losaltosonline.com

Professional 
Services
HOUSECLEANING - by Diana. 
Prof. exp, low rates, family bus, 
reliable/depend. Great L.A. refs. 
Lic.# 447435. (408) 806-1415 or 
(408) 578-5489 Cristina

Freebies
FIREWOOD & MULCH - FREE 
mulch, 6 cubic yard minimum. 
Will deliver. (650) 966-6537
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1935-1953 1-20VOL, 1-15VOL, 
1-10VOL  Call John (650) 948- 
4895

FREE NordicTrack Ell ipt ical 
Trainer Call Dee (650) 962-1109

Merchandise
MICROFICHE READER - work-
ing condition. Made by Northwest 
Microfilm. Model 75. (650) 625-
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2 BICYCLES 1 men's 1 women's, 
21 speed, $75 each. Contact John 
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restore. Will buy old rods, reels, 
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OLD TUBE EQUIPMENT - radi-
os, hi-fi tuners/amps, speakers, 
ham gear, tubes, parts, literature. 
(650) 279-9931

OLD WRISTWATCHES - Los 
Altos horologist likes to collect, 
trade and restore.  Will buy watch-
es, bands, parts, boxes, etc.  Tom 
(408) 712-3430

Domestic Services 
Needed
FULL-TIME NANNY NEEDED! 
6 days a week, 8 hours a day for 
$20/hour. A local family in Old 
Town Los Altos with a sweet 
1-year-old boy and a small dog. 
Light household help needed as 
well. Please come work with us! 
Email taywhit@gmail.com

Service Directory Classified
650-948-9000 ext. 300  •  Classified FAX 650-948-9213  •  email: taylorb@latc.com

CALL US TODAY!

(650) 444-1399
ca1cleaning@yahoo.com

Window Washing
Steam Carpet Cleaning
Pressure Washing
Gutter Cleaning

WOOD FLOORINGWOOD FLOORING

HARDWOODHARDWOOD
REFINISHREFINISH
WATER DAMAGEWATER DAMAGE
REPAIRS REPAIRS 
MAINTENANCEMAINTENANCE
RESTAINING RESTAINING 
Lic. 898719Lic. 898719

Insured & BondedInsured & Bonded
FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATESS
408-712-3532408-712-3532

EXPERTSEXPERTS

Molina’s Landscaping
Lawns, plants, clean-up, 

fences, irrigation systems, 
new lawns, lights.

650-279-3748

WALTER FINNERTY
GENRAL CONTRACTOR

Interior/Exterior
Home Improvement

Finish Carpentry
Crown Molding

Doors & Trim
Decks & Arbours

www.walterfinnert-homeimprovement.com
650-265-8315

Lic. 897206

JOBS OF ANY SIZE!!
Remodels, Carpentry, 

Plumbing, Painting, Electrical, 
Drywall, Tape & Texture.

35 years exp. Lic. B #494977
Tom 650-248-4434

HANDYMAN

GARDENING

FLOORING

CLEANING

Personal Castles
Cleaning is what we do best. 

Specializing in marble and 
hardwood floors. Looking for 

long term arrangements. 
Insured and Licensed.

Contact Sophia (408) 777-8546

TREE SERVICE

CLEANING

CALL US TODAY!
(650) 444-1399
ca1cleaning@yahoo.com
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• Steam Carpet Cleaning
• Pressure Washing
• Gutter Cleaning
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os, hi-fi tuners/amps, speakers, 
ham gear, tubes, parts, literature. 
(650) 279-9931
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Employement
SOFTWARE ENGINEER (MTS) 
Pure Storage, Inc. has job opp. in 
Los Altos, CA: Software Engineer 
(MTS). Dsgn & dvlp highly scal-
able distributed SW. Mail resumes 
refrnc’g Req. #ENG21 to: S. 
Reid, 650 Castro St, Suite 400, 
Mountain View, CA 94041.
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FULL-TIME NANNY NEEDED! 
6 days a week, 8 hours a day for 
$20/hour. A local family in Old 
Town Los Altos with a sweet 
1-year-old boy and a small dog. 
Light household help needed as 
well. Please come work with us! 
Email taywhit@gmail.com
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Online 

Advertising! 

Link to  

YOUR SITE & 

get noticed!

Professional 
Services
HOUSECLEANING - by Diana. 
Prof. exp, low rates, family bus, 
reliable/depend. Great L.A. refs. 
Lic.# 447435. (408) 806-1415 or 
(408) 578-5489 Cristina

ROTOTILLING- Weed cutting, 
yard cleanup, dependable. FREE 
estimates (408)707-8470

Freebies
FIREWOOD & MULCH - FREE 
mulch, 6 cubic yard minimum. 
Will deliver. (650) 966-6537

Merchandise
4 drawer beige file cabinet. no 
lock. FREE (650) 815-9101

Like new Samsung 4K HD TV 
44” by 24” $150 OBO Peggy 
(650)906-2503

Merchandise 
Wanted
OLD F ISH I NG TACK LE -  
Los Altos senior citizen likes to 
restore. Will buy old rods, reels, 
lures, creels, literature. Greg, 
(650) 961-3581

OLD TUBE EQUIPMENT -  
radios, hi-fi tuners/amps, speak-
ers, ham gear, tubes, parts, litera-
ture. (650) 279-9931

O L D  W R I S T WAT C H E S  -  
Los Altos horologist likes to col-
lect, trade and restore.  Will buy 
watches, bands, parts, boxes, etc.  
Tom (408) 712-3430

Employment
H E L P  WA N T E D !  -  L ig h t 
Gardening $25 an hour (650)948-
9362

TREE SERVICE
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Lic.# 447435. (408) 806-1415 or 
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1-10VOL  Call John (650) 948- 
4895
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lock. FREE (650) 815-9101
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21 speed, $50 each. Contact John 
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es, bands, parts, boxes, etc.  Tom 
(408) 712-3430

Service Directory Classified
650-948-9000 ext. 300  •  Classified FAX 650-948-9213  •  email: taylorb@

TREE SERVICE

Catch us Online
www.losaltosonline.com

Professional 
Services
HOUSECLEANING - by Diana. 
Prof. exp, low rates, family bus, 
reliable/depend. Great L.A. refs. 
Lic.# 447435. (408) 806-1415 or 
(408) 578-5489 Cristina

Freebies
FIREWOOD & MULCH - FREE 
mulch, 6 cubic yard minimum. 
Will deliver. (650) 966-6537

FREE ENCYCLOPEDIAS 3 sets 
1935-1953 1-20VOL, 1-15VOL, 
1-10VOL  Call John (650) 948- 
4895

FREE NordicTrack Ell ipt ical 
Trainer Call Dee (650) 962-1109

Merchandise
MICROFICHE READER - work-
ing condition. Made by Northwest 
Microfilm. Model 75. (650) 625-
1796 Marilyn

4 drawer beige file cabinet. no 
lock. FREE (650) 815-9101

2 BICYCLES 1 men's 1 women's, 
21 speed, $75 each. Contact John 

(650)948-4895

Merchandise 
Wanted
OLD FISHING TACKLE - Los 
Altos senior cit izen l ikes to 
restore. Will buy old rods, reels, 
lures, creels, literature. Greg, 
(650) 961-3581

OLD TUBE EQUIPMENT - radi-
os, hi-fi tuners/amps, speakers, 
ham gear, tubes, parts, literature. 
(650) 279-9931

OLD WRISTWATCHES - Los 
Altos horologist likes to collect, 
trade and restore.  Will buy watch-
es, bands, parts, boxes, etc.  Tom 
(408) 712-3430

Domestic Services 
Needed
FULL-TIME NANNY NEEDED! 
6 days a week, 8 hours a day for 
$20/hour. A local family in Old 
Town Los Altos with a sweet 
1-year-old boy and a small dog. 
Light household help needed as 
well. Please come work with us! 
Email taywhit@gmail.com

Service Directory Classified
650-948-9000 ext. 300  •  Classified FAX 650-948-9213  •  email: taylorb@latc.com

CALL US TODAY!

(650) 444-1399
ca1cleaning@yahoo.com

Window Washing
Steam Carpet Cleaning
Pressure Washing
Gutter Cleaning

WOOD FLOORINGWOOD FLOORING

HARDWOODHARDWOOD
REFINISHREFINISH
WATER DAMAGEWATER DAMAGE
REPAIRS REPAIRS 
MAINTENANCEMAINTENANCE
RESTAINING RESTAINING 
Lic. 898719Lic. 898719

Insured & BondedInsured & Bonded
FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATESS
408-712-3532408-712-3532

EXPERTSEXPERTS

Molina’s Landscaping
Lawns, plants, clean-up, 

fences, irrigation systems, 
new lawns, lights.

650-279-3748

WALTER FINNERTY
GENRAL CONTRACTOR

Interior/Exterior
Home Improvement

Finish Carpentry
Crown Molding

Doors & Trim
Decks & Arbours

www.walterfinnert-homeimprovement.com
650-265-8315

Lic. 897206

JOBS OF ANY SIZE!!
Remodels, Carpentry, 

Plumbing, Painting, Electrical, 
Drywall, Tape & Texture.

35 years exp. Lic. B #494977
Tom 650-248-4434

HANDYMAN

GARDENING

FLOORING

CLEANING

Personal Castles
Cleaning is what we do best. 

Specializing in marble and 
hardwood floors. Looking for 

long term arrangements. 
Insured and Licensed.

Contact Sophia (408) 777-8546

TREE SERVICE

CLEANING

CALL US TODAY!
(650) 444-1399
ca1cleaning@yahoo.com

• Window Washing
• Steam Carpet Cleaning
• Pressure Washing
• Gutter Cleaning

Service Directory Classified
650-948-9000 ext. 300  •  Classified FAX 650-948-9213  •  email: taylorb@latc.com

HANDYMAN

GARDENING

Molina’s Landscaping
Lawns, plants, clean-up, 

fences, irrigation systems, 
new lawns, lights.

650-279-3748
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650-265-8315
Lic #897206

To Place Your 
Classified Ad email 

Chris at taylorb@latc.com
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Lic #1029971
Free Estimates

MAURICIO FELIX
(408) 292-2095
(408) 723-1810

Cell: (408) 806-4474

Professional 
Services
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reliable/depend. Great L.A. refs. 
Lic.# 447435. (408) 806-1415 or 
(408) 578-5489 Cristina
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1923 A N D EA R LI ER. J I M  
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Wanted
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Altos senior cit izen l ikes to 
restore. Will buy old rods, reels, 
lures, creels, literature. Greg, 
(650) 961-3581

OLD TUBE EQUIPMENT - radi-
os, hi-fi tuners/amps, speakers, 
ham gear, tubes, parts, literature. 
(650) 279-9931

Email 
Your
Ad 
to: 

taylorb@latc.com
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Catch us 
Online

www.losaltosonline.com

Employement
SOFTWARE ENGINEER (MTS) 
Pure Storage, Inc. has job opp. in 
Los Altos, CA: Software Engineer 
(MTS). Dsgn & dvlp highly scal-
able distributed SW. Mail resumes 
refrnc’g Req. #ENG21 to: S. 
Reid, 650 Castro St, Suite 400, 
Mountain View, CA 94041.

Domestic Services 
Needed
FULL-TIME NANNY NEEDED! 
6 days a week, 8 hours a day for 
$20/hour. A local family in Old 
Town Los Altos with a sweet 
1-year-old boy and a small dog. 
Light household help needed as 
well. Please come work with us! 
Email taywhit@gmail.com
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HANDYMAN

Apartment for Rent
Los Altos Charming,unique, 1 
bdrm, 1 bath,beautiful building 
and location,walk to town,avail.
May 7 $2300/Mo Call (650) 796 
7079
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