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Books by the bag

PHOTOS BY SHELLY BOWERS/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER
Who says print is dead? The Los Altos Community Center was a frenzy of activity Sunday as
residents flocked to the Friends of the Los Altos Library Book Sale. Visitors, including young
families, took advantage of Sunday’s special deal: $10 for a grocery bag full of books, CDs and
other items for sale. Pictured above are scenes from the busy Sunday.

Council, PARC at odds
over work plan; joint
meeting scheduled

By Bruce Barton
Staff Writer/bruceb@latc.com

he Los Altos City Coun-
I cil has agreed to work
with members of the
Parks, Arts, Recreation and
Cultural (PARC) Commission
to improve communications
and initiate a plan for commis-
sioners working more in line
with achieving council direc-
tives.

Tentatively scheduled is
a Feb. 25 joint meeting with
PARC members and city coun-
cil members. Council members
at their Jan. 28 meeting also
called on PARC to hold a special
meeting beforehand to address
staff and council concerns, and
respond at the joint meeting.

The decision came following
tense discussion among some
council members, including
Mayor Pete Dailey. Dailey felt
there was already enough in-

formation before him to call for
dismantling the current PARC
commission and starting from
scratch.

Dailey acknowledged the
competency and commitment
of current commissioners.

“But the road to hell is paved
with good intentions,” the may-
or said.

The next day, Dailey told
the Town Crier: “The failure of
the commission to do the work
council and staff directed, jux-
taposed against seemingly de-
fiant efforts to do what council
and staff directed them not to
do, reflects a cultural issue on
that commission that, as I said
last night, I don’t think can be
fixed.”

A staff report cited commis-
sioners had completed a frac-
tion of its council directives

See PARC, Page 6

SCREEN GRAB FROM LAST WEEK’S LOS ALTOS CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Los Altos Mayor Pete Dailey makes a point at the Jan. 28 Los

Altos City Council meeting.

ALSO INSIDE - FEBRUARY 5, 2025

Business & Real Estate .. 27

Be My Valentine. .......
Comment ..............
Community.............

21

Datebook.............. 34
Obituaries ............. 35
OnTheRoad .......... 24
Other Voices............ 8

Public Notices ......... 33
Schools ............... 16
Sports........iiinnn, 18
Stepping Out........... 14




Campi Group

v n o e

Timeless Elegance
Exceptional Privacy

PR

o o e e L A
o Bt g p k¢

- . L = e
ot i T T | L

Golden
Gate

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

GARY CAMPI | CAMPI GROUP
gary@campi.com | 650.917.2433 | Campi.com
Connect with Us @CampiGroup (©) (®
Meet with Us @195 S. San Antonio Road, Los Altos, CA 94022

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated | Lic. # 00600311

Page 2 | Los Altos Town Crier | February 5, 2025




Around Town

Corrections

o Last week’s Alex Wang
real estate column included
a headline that mentioned
“voiding your home insur-
ance.” To clarify, the article
advises homeowners to ensure
the insured party on their poli-
cy matches the name on the ti-
tle — whether it’s an individual,
multiple owners, or a trust - to
avoid claim issues. Coverage
remains unaffected.

 Last week’s article about
Valley Water Director Re-
becca Eisenberg incorrectly
stated that she responded to
discrimination charges by the
water district. She, in fact, ini-
tiated charges about sexism in
the agency. Shortly after join-
ing the board in 2022, Eisen-
berg asked why the board was
not pursuing charges against
former director Gary Kremen
for violating policies in regards
to his “bullying” treatment of
district employees. Eisenberg
beat Kremen in the 2022 elec-

tion for the District 7 seat.
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COURTESY OF KERRY THEDE
Residents in Los Altos’ Toyon Farms neighborhood were ex-
cited about the return of the mallards in the creek of a property
at 2100 Woods Lane. The mallards historically fly in during the
rainy season, nest and paddle in the creek with their duckings,”
said Toyon Farms resident Agnes Derbin-Caulfield. “Residents
and visitors enjoy watching the mallards and their offspring
near the bridge.”

Jl

KENT

MANGOES |

SWEET & CREAMY

2:3p

'___,._nl-ﬁ.r

=

- Jmc%cnuucu
P HONEY

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
SERENO

HAMMERSCHMIDT
CONSTRUCTION

s =

Contact us to belp you
create a home you love.

(650) 948-4200

info@hammerschmidtinc.com

License #716400

Loyalty.
Integrity.
Local Knowledge.
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of the way.
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REALTORS®
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25+ years of award-winning Design + Build
remodeling

* Integrated team for design, drawings, finish

selections, permits, and building- speeds the
process and assures accountability

* Fixed price contracts for peace of mind

Whole house remodels, additions, kitchens,
bathrooms, exterior landscapes

Certified Green Builder

100s of local references
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News

Council upholds appeals of residents saddled with weed abatement fees

By Bruce Barton
Staff Writer/bruceb@latc.com

ary Powell said she
thought she was “do-
ing a good thing”

when she planted drought-tol-
erant native plants in her front
yard.

Then last month, the Santa
Clara County Consumer and
Environmental Protection
Agency sent Powell a notice
that she was among 140 parcels
requiring weed abatement. The
notice said that, for starters,
she was facing inspection fees
of $105 annually for three years.

Powell was one of nine par-
cel owners whose appeals were
upheld by the Los Altos City
Council at its Jan. 28 meeting.
In all the cases, council mem-
bers granted appeals for the
reason that residents were not
given advance notice before be-
ing issued fees.

Powell said the agency, in
paperwork sent to her, said,
“Our goal is voluntary compli-
ance. How can I voluntarily
comply with something if I
don’t know about it before I get
slapped with the ‘You are in the
program for three years?”” she
asked.

The county agency, with
which the city partnered last
year, issued notices based on
observations and photos taken
by personnel as they drove
around Los Altos neighbor-
hoods last August. The agency,

which handles weed abatement
on private properties, works to
prevent fires in the wake of a
dramatic increase in wildfires
in recent years.

However, residents ques-
tioned the county agency’s
communications and process.

Residents read from the
report that the fees would be-
gin with the notices. Garik
Tosilevsky, the agency’s weed
abatement manager, told the
council the weed abatement or-
ders did not infer that residents
must begin paying the $105 in-
spection fees. He said residents
were given until April 30 to ad-
dress weed issues before any
charges would be levied.

“I agree that there may have
not been enough education and
outreach to the property own-
ers before the inspections be-
gan,” losilevsky said. “Inspec-
tions took place in August and
September. The April 30 dead-
line is when we would start do-
ing inspections in Los Altos.”

Even those who acknowl-
edged they had a weed problem
found the county was unclear
on next steps in responding to
the notices.

Adding to the confusion,
council members were un-
sure how to handle the prop-
erty owners lining up to the
speaker’s podium for appeals.
Ultimately, Mayor Pete Dailey
ruled that they would take one
case at a time — hearing from

[ ™
BRUCE BARTON/TOWN CRIER

Residents line up last week to appeal their weed abatemenet notices. Pictured at the podium is
Garik Iosilevsky, weed abatement manager for the Santa Clara County Consumer and Environ-

mental Protection Agency.

the appellant, opening a public
hearing, deliberating and tak-
ing a vote.

There were also questions,
not only over what constitut-
ed weeds, but how high they
should be, and whether an
exception be made for native
plants.

“Technically any grasses
over six inches are considered
to be out of compliance, but
we're taking the approach that
if they’re decorative grasses, we
sort of give them a little bit of
leeway, but in general, that is
the standard we look for,” Iosi-
levsky said.

With residents acknowledg-

ing weed problems, council
members urged immediate
cleanup of properties. They in-
dicted that residents would not
be given leniency if their prop-
erties show up on the weed
abatement list next year.

Of the 140 parcel originally
tagged, city officials indicated
that number has since dropped
to approximately 50 properties.

Minimum standards involve
“complete abatement” around
properties less than an acre,
and 30-foot clearances around
structures on properties of 1-5
acres. Other standards include
roofs cleared of tree debris, veg-
etation removed from beneath

decks and a 10-foot clearance
of tree limbs around chimneys.

“Implementing fire safety
measures by removing fire haz-
ards from your parcel is a pro-
active way to reduce the risk
of injury, death and extensive
damage caused by fires,” the
original Dec. 10 notice read.

Homeowners have until
April 30 to comply with trim-
ming their weeds back or face a
$597 processing fee and anoth-
er $961 for county-contracted
abatement work. If the home-
owner refuses, the county will
issue a warrant and perform
the abatement at a $1,323 cost
to the property owner.

Twin Oaks development proposal in LAH remains uncertain

By Curtis Driscoll
Staff Writer/curtisd@latc.com

ousing development plans for
che Twin Oaks area of Los Al-

tos Hills stalled Thursday at the
Los Altos Hills City Council meeting.

The controversial proposal poten-
tially allowing for over 300 new homes
in the 15-acre area abutting Interstate
280 was set to be heard at the meet-
ing but was instead removed from the
agenda by the council at the meeting
after residents expressed opposition
throughout the week and during a Jan.
27 Planning Commission meeting on
the subject.

Los Altos Hills Vice Mayor Rajiv
Bhateja said the next steps haven’t been
defined yet or how and if Los Altos Hills
will move forward.

“I would say it’s not dead, but the
public feedback was quite negative,
and that gives both the owner and the
town reason to rethink what’s going on,
and that’s pretty much where we are,”
Bhateja said.

The development has received consis-
tent resident opposition due to its den-
sity and being beyond the 92-unit capac-
ity initially allocated for the area in Los
Altos Hills’ housing element, a blueprint
for how cities will address their hous-
ing needs. Critics say state housing den-
sity laws could allow for over 300 units
on the site instead of the 92 originally
planned.

While future discussions on the Twin
Oaks development are an option if the
council wishes, there are no current
plans to bring it back on a future agen-
da. A motion made by Councilmember
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Stan Mok at the meeting to consider
hearing about the subject again was not
seconded.

Mora Drive Development

A council discussion and any action
on a proposed development project at
10728 and 10758 Mora Drive of around
55 housing units has also been delayed
after the applicant submitted a new ap-
plication plan on the day of the council
meeting Tuesday, prompting the coun-
cil to wait on any decisions so city staff
could examine the application.

Public Safety Funding

The council agreed to extend its con-
tract with Flock Safety for its Automated
License Plate Readers (ALPRs) cameras
but also reduce the number of cameras
from 40 to 31 in Los Altos Hills.

The cameras have been analyzing the
license plates of cars passing throughout
the city to help solve and deter crimes.
The city staff noted that having 31 would
still allow the city to cover all exits from
Los Altos Hills. The contract was set to
expire March 31.

Cost played a role in the decision, as
Flock has increased the price per cam-
era, going from $2,500 per camera, or
$100,000 annually for 40 cameras, to
$3,000 per camera, around $120,000 for
40 cameras.

City staff noted the ALPR cameras
had twice assisted in solving residential
burglary cases, with one used to iden-
tify a suspect vehicle used in a Los Al-
tos Hills burglary and identified a stolen
pickup truck used in a residential con-
struction site burglary. The new cost
will be around $93,000.
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Los Altos library courtyard project
scheduled for review Thursday

IMAGES FROM A CITY OF LOS
ALTOS STAFF REPORT

New plans for a Los
Altos library court-
yard project show how
the project might look
from the exterior, top,
and interior, left.

By Bruce Barton
Staff Writer/bruceb@latc.com

embers of the Los Altos Planning and

| \ / I Historical Commissions are sched-

uled Thursday to discuss a proposed

8,265-square-foot courtyard project at the Los
Altos main library.

City officials project an unobtrusive “human-
scale building mass,” by including an 11.2-foot-
tall pergola, along with low seating and fencing.
The city also notes “generous setbacks” and min-
imal impacts on a neighboring Heritage apricot
orchard. The location is to the immediate left of
the library facing San Antonio Road.

Commissioners will review a proposed court-
yard with the new pergola, hardscape and pedes-
trian pathways, an outdoor multipurpose seating
area including an audio-visual system and land-
scaping using corten steel, wood and glass fenc-
ing ranging from 5 to 7 feet tall.

“The project is designed to preserve and
complement the architectural integrity of the
library with, ... improvements to the existing
library,” read a staff report before the commis-
sions. “The purpose of the courtyard is to host
and support existing (library) events, ... in con-
junction with allowing for expanded program
opportunities.”

The project is privately funded and is support-
ed by the Los Altos Library Endowment, which
provides funding for library projects.

“The courtyard will provide much-needed ad-
ditional space for children’s programming, read-
ing areas, classes and events,” LALE supporters
wrote in an email to supporters. “As a reminder,
the courtyard project will not impact the or-
chard or surrounding areas.”

A big stickler for some orchard proponents
has been project intrusion into the Heritage or-
chard.

The city anticipates three non-orchard trees
and seven additional tree holding spaces in the
orchard will be impacted by the project.

Orchard preservationists have claimed the
city is illegally impacting land that is protected
by prior agreements that made the orchard a his-
torical landmark.

City officials said, however, that they ar-
ranged for a third-party consultant, Treanor, in
December. The consultant conducted a histori-
cal review of the property, and determined no
violation of any past agreement.

The civic center orchard was designated as
a historical landmark in 1981, but a staff report
noted “the resolution did not define the exact
boundaries (of the orchard), leaving certain ar-
eas outside the historic designation unclear.” The
boundaries were defined in 1991, but staff noted,
“there is not a defined number of trees or plant-
ing sites established.”

Staff said the project complies with the city’s
Community Design and Historic Resources ele-
ment “that reflects the character of its surround-
ings.”

According to the city, all existing apricot
trees, designated as heritage trees, “will not be
impacted” by the project.

Recommended at the meeting is Historical
Commission approval of a historical alteration
permit and Planning Commission approval of a
design review permit.

The meeting is scheduled for a 6 p.m. start in
the city council chambers at City Hall, 1 N. San
Antonio Road.

The League Shop

OPEN:
10am — 1pm
Thu, Fri & Sat

Stop by during downtown events!
169 State Street, Los Altos

Assistance League of Los Altos

4 LOS ALTOS
| JOURNALISM
/>| FOUNDATION

OUR MISSION

Los Altos Journalism Foundation
is dedicated to educating and developing
the next generation of journalists.

SUPPORT THE

NEXT GENERATION

OFJOURNALISTS

Donate your tax-deductible contribution to
Los Altos Journalism Foundation

138 Main Street, Ste. B. Los Altos CA 94022
or call Dennis Young at (650) 948-9000

WITHOUT YOUR HELP, LOCAL JOURNALISM COULD DISAPPEAR

Local journalism is fundamental to democracy
and civil engagement, which only works with
an informed citizenry. Ethical and balanced
journalism creates transparency in government,
business, and the whole of society. A next
generation of journalists is critical to sustaining
and growing local news oriented on public service.
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FUNDRAISING EVENT FOR UNICEF

PRESENTING

REQUIEM

Composed and Directed by Benjamin Belew, Sakagch Akeala

Saturday, February 15", 2025

Doors open at 5:30PM | Performance begins at 6PM

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
231 Sunset Ave. Sunnyvale, CA 94086

Featuring the St. Thomas Episcopal Church Choir, joined by 4 (SATB) soloists,
a Boy Soprano & Bay Area Poet Veronica Kornberg

This event has been commissioned to both honor and ensure that each child’s
life, tragically lost in 2024, was not in vain. Here, by raising much-needed
emergency supportto allthose children whose lives continue to be at significant
risk around the world is your opportunity to leave a deeply appreciated legacy.

SUGGESTED DONATION: $40 | STUDENTS: $25
A light reception will follow the event in Cowans Hall
LIMITED SEATING

G2

2024 has been one of the most tragic years for children in recent times. Many individuals in
our community have been emotionally impacted by the graphic images of children who have
tragically lost their lives in various conflict zones, especially in the Middle East, Sub-Saharan
Africa and in Ukraine. This needless loss of life, beyond our immediate control, pulls us to
look for ways to ensure that each child’s life lost this past year was not in vain, and that those
still living at significant risk, can be saved.

In response to these on-going tragedies, St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Sunnyvale is
hosting on Saturday, February 15th, 2025, at 6 PM, a musical performance entitled ‘Requiem’,
featuring the St. Thomas Choir joined by members from other choirs, together with four
soloists and a young boy soprano. This performance is a major fund-raising event to support
UNICEF. This UN agency has become the gold-standard for helping children in over 190
countries whose lives are at significant risk.

The program begins with a brief interlude of stringed instruments
followed by a poem composed and read by our local poet
Veronica Kornberg, after which the formal Requiem begins.

Benjamin Belew, composer and conductor of the ‘Requiem’ has
set out to tell the tragic story of a child’s brief life in a conflict
zone. The eight movements progress from a time of sweetness
in early childhood to a time of bewilderment, questioning,
and growing foreboding. The following movements convey an
intense moment of life ending, followed by a haunting silence
that slowly yields to a re-awakening of a child’s persevering
hope that this was not the end.
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PARC

From Page 1

in 2024. Staff cited several in-
stances in which commission-
ers rejected potential partner-
ships with local nonprofits such
as Arts Los Altos and the Los
Altos History Museum. Com-
missioners spent several meet-
ings discussing a proposed art
project at City Hall that was
not prioritized by the council.
Commissioners also voted 4-1
last February not to schedule
an Iftar dinner in celebration of
Ramadan for Muslim residents,
as council directed under mul-
ticultural activities.

Current chairperson Janet
Corrigan said the event was de-
nied because the city is not al-
lowed to sponsor events consid-
ered religious. She also denied
staff report allegations that the
commission was not open to
partnerships.

“As a new chair, I wanted
to focus on where we are and
where we want to go,” she said.

She pointed to a recent “fan-
tastic” meeting with Manny
Hernandez, the city’s parks and
recreation director. “He and I
were totally on the same page
about making the commission
more productive and effective.
... So I was a little bit surprised
when I saw we popped up on
the agenda and we saw the re-
port.”

As an example of recent pro-
ductivity, Corrigan cited the
recent completion of an annual
inventory update of 40 sculp-
tures in the city.

Council members did ac-
knowledge that PARC com-
missioners have a heavy work-
load and there was a period of
adjustment after the council
moved in 2023 to combine the
Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion and the Public Art Com-
mission into the current PARC
commission.

“It’sveryfrustrating because,
we commissioners weren’t giv-
en the opportunity to wrap up
our 2024 plan,” said Jeanine Va-
ladez. Valadez chaired the com-
mission for 2024.

“We weren’t given the op-
portunity to weigh in on a staff
report, and we weren’t given
the opportunity to to even re-
ally discuss things at the city
council meeting,” she said.

Former planning commis-
sioner Jon Baer felt the process
problem lay clearly with the
city council. Baer and commis-
sioners at the meeting pointed
to inaccuracies in the staff re-

port.

“In my 25 years in Los Altos
and involvement in city politics,
I've never seen where the issue
of commission or commission-
er performance is first brought
up in a public city council meet-
ing. It’s simply wrong and an in-
appropriate venue,” Baer said.

He noted the council com-
bined two commissions, “but
history teaches us that past at-
tempts (at mergers) have failed.”

As an example, previous
councils tried to combine the
Planning Commission with the
Transportation Commission,
only to later separate them.

Clearly irked, Dailey inter-
rupted Baer, challenging him to
specify inaccuracies in the staff
report. When Baer said others
had already pointed them out,
Dailey repeatedly said, “Thank
you, thank you,” to get Baer to
sit down.

Commissioner Teresa Mor-
ris noted a “rocky” transition
for the new PARC commission
in the wake of the 2023 merger
- she noted commission resig-
nations - that hampered activ-
ity.

Ultimately, Morris felt the
allegations against the commis-
sion were “unfair.”

In addition, one commis-
sioner was frequently absent
last year and the question of
his termination was before the
council. Council members ta-
bled the decision.

The council majority indi-
cated they needed more time to
work with the commission be-
fore considering disbandment.

Councilmember Sally
Meadows said the council bears
part of the blame for commu-
nication issues with the com-
mission. She cited the lack of
followup after joint meetings
where priorities are set.

“We need to put more teeth
in our process,” Meadows said.
“If we have commissions that
have too much (work), we
have to say, ‘Please show us the
(work plan) prioritization - so
that’s on us.”

Meadows later added, “To-
night’s meeting is not sufficient.
They have to have a chance to
respond.”

Added Councilmember
Jonathan Weinberg: “If the
response is, the staff report is
wrong, it’s biased, it’s full of
half-truths, as someone who
wasn’t there likes to call it, I am
going to have a really difficult
time finding a way to move for-
ward with the commission as
is.
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MVLA hosts flrst public hearmg on by-district boundary maps

By Brandon Roth
Staff Writer/brandonr@latc.com

ountain View-Los
Altos Union School
District Board of

Trustee members presented
three by-district boundary
trustee maps on Monday for
public review.

MVLA officials are chan-
ing their 2026 election voting
system in September from at-
large to by-district to satisfy
the California Voting Rights
Act (CVRA). The legislation is
intended to protect minority
voters in elections and to allow
residents to vote for a trustee
based in their designated dis-
trict.

Kenneth R. Reynolds, a de-
mographer from SchoolWorks,
Inc., presented three district
map options.

He said each district must
include boundaries that are
contiguous with an equal popu-
lation, share community inter-
est, natural barriers and geo-
graphical compactness.

Reynolds said the barriers

COURTESY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW LOS ALTOS HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MVLA board members looked over three by-district boundary map examples at their Monday meeting. These maps will be adjusted
according to public opinion based on demographics, community interest or physical barriers.

were created based on the 2020
census data. The five districts
would satisfiy legal require-
ments of the CVRA.

As with the city of Los Al-
tos last year, an attorney’s let-
ter triggered the by-districting
process. Cities have fought, but
lost legal battles in challenging
the CVRA.

Reynolds said that many of
the adjustments that could be

made, before public feedback,
would change the border, cre-
ating a better balance between
citizen age and demograph-
ics, and that he would conduct
more research on areas of simi-
lar interest.

Thida Cornes, an MVLA
board member, said future
maps will need to consider
the neighborhood association
groups and community events

of the area to see what streets
have things in common. She
believes the maps need to in-
clude which neighborhoods lie
within each district and that
the borders need to be adjusted
based on community interest.
Alex Levich, a new MVLA
board member, also added that
it is important to see how many
students are in each area and to
see if a district can be balanced

with an equal student popula-
tion.

The second public hearing
will be in March, allowing time
for the demographer to adjust
the maps to the board mem-
bers’ critiques.

For more information on
the by-district maps, visit mvla.
net/About-MVLA/Board-of-
Trustees/Trustee-Area-Elec-
tion-Information/index.html.

Our Cutting-Edge Therapies:
o EMTT: Deep cellular repair.

Pick a time to talk!
Or, Call for Details: 650-947-8500 for a
Complimentary Pain Assessment

Ready to Heal?

Special Offer for New Patients Who
Have Tried Everything Else.

If chronic pain in your hands or wrists is holding you back, now is the time to act. At
PhysioFit Physical Therapy & Wellness, we offer advanced regenerative therapy that’s
proven to relieve pain naturally — without surgery or medication.

« Radial Shockwave Therapy: Improved blood flow and mobility.
« Focused Shockwave Therapy: Precision healing for deep or stubborn injuries.

Patients often feel relief from chronic pain in just a few sessions — with no downtime!

Special Offer: $50 Off Your First Session

Book your consultation before February 15, 2025 to claim this limited-time offer.

PHYSICAL THERAPY

and

Kim Gladfelter, mprt, ocs, FAAOMPT

Executive Director | Physical Therapist | Pilates Instructor

Fit

WELLNESS

Author:
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Let’s take a neighborly
path to public safety

By Brian Jones

’ve been thinking a lot about

the Public Safety Town

Hall meeting held here in
Los Altos last December. It
was jointly hosted by the Los
Altos Police Department and
Resilient Los Altos, a volunteer
citizen group focused on emer-
gency preparedness. I continue
to be struck by the difference in
focus and tone between the two
groups, and the way their mes-
sages resonated.

“People only act out of fear
or greed,” goes the common
Silicon Valley aphorism. Fear
is clearly the national mood
right now. Depending on your
political persuasion, you prob-
ably think that some fears are
imagined while others are real
- but either way, it’s fear driving
us these days.

Art Whipple of Resilient
Los Altos provided not just a
comprehensive list of practi-
cal resources for emergency
preparedness, but also an
empowering, community-based
attitude we can take. Based on
things Mr. Rogers used to tell
us (“look for the helpers!”), Mr.
Whipple told us the #1 thing to
do in an emergency: don’t look
at social media. They have a
business model, he said, based
on stoking outrage and panic.
Those are the worst things to

Other Voices

have in an emergency. He em-
phasized ways we can be neigh-
bors helping neighbors, people
acting in real community.

In contrast, Sgt. Steven
Spillman of the LAPD told us
that while Los Altos is a safe
community, we are too “com-
placent.” The department raved
about the high-tech tools they
are acquiring to stop crime, and
urged us to lock all our gates
all the time. The unequivocal
message: Los Altans need to be
more worried about crime.

The public Q&A session was
fascinating. In over halfan hour,
not a single question was asked
of Mr. Whipple. Clearly Sgt.
Spillman’s message was the one
people wanted to hear. Every-
one wanted to talk about crime.
Private patrols, decoy safes filled
with rocks, online spreadsheets
for neighbors to track “suspi-
cious persons” — everyone had
ideas and strong concerns about
crime. The Town Crier article
reflected that citizen interest:
Mr. Whipple’s presentation was
only described in the last para-
graph of the article.

In our city, the risk of earth-
quake, fire or flood is certainly
not just theoretical - nearly the
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Peek
into the
Past

Elevated water storage tanks
known as “water towers”
once played a vital role in

storing water from wells and
providing a way to supply

water under pressure to
rural buildings in the early
1900s. The Howard water
tower and tank house was
located just off Robleda
Road on the Bergener/How-
ard property. The enclosure
below the tank was used for
storage and other functions.

COURTESY OF THE LOS ALTOS HISTORY
MUSEUM

entire room had lived through
the Loma Prieta quake. So why
do we respond so much more
actively to a message of fear
than to a message of neighborly
empowerment? I can think of
two possibilities.

First, the fear of crime is
hammered into us by the media
every day. The evening news
generally spends about half the
show talking about local crime
events. As Mr. Whipple points
out, there’s money in that: clicks
for the media, funding for police
departments, votes for politi-
cians. Given the messages we
are swimming in, it’s no wonder

we worry a lot about crime.
Second, Mr. Whipple asks us
to act outside our own interest,
for our neighbors. Prepare for
a disaster, he says, even though
you personally will probably be
fine. Rather, if you are prepared,
then after a disaster you will
be equipped to go out on your
street and help your neighbor.
Resilient Los Altos gave us
ways to help our neighbors in a
crisis; law enforcement pro-
vides people and technology to
defend our castles against the
scary barbarians at the gate.
Being the victim of a crime
is a horrific experience. Even

if you don’t suffer violence, the
violation of your home makes
it very difficult to feel safe
again. But “feeling safe again” is
what we long for after such an
experience. Which vision feels
like a way to experience that
safety once more: obsessing
over every incident, or coming
together with our neighbors to
build true community? Which
one feels like a way to live more
fulfilling lives? I know which
one sounds like a place I'd like
to live. Would you be, could you
be, won’t you be my neighbor?
Brian Jones is a Los Altos
resident.

Letters to the
Editor

LAH zoning changes
increase fire dangers

The current action by the
Town of Los Altos Hills to
change the zoning ordinance in
nothing short of irresponsible!

As the former chairman of
the planning commission that
wrote both the General Plan
and the Zoning Ordinance, we
considered the holding capac-
ity of this geographic area.

The town is criss-crossed

with earthquake fault lines
where the earth had moved
fracturing the crust. These frac-
tured hills contain aquifers for
mudslides. Our hills are steep
and fragile. Our roads are nar-
row and tree lined.

We live adjacent to a massive
fire fuel area called Midpen-
insula Open Space. We have
very limited water. We have no
sidewalks or street lighting like
larger cities.

The city, for the benefit of
some builders, will create high-
density dwellings that will,
by their sheer numbers, block
escape by their resident neigh-
bors.

The only purpose of the
city government is the health,
safety and welfare of its citi-
zens. Yet our elected officials
wish to kowtow to the dictate
of the Sacramento bureaucracy
that thinks all 400-plus cities in
this state are identical in geolo-
gy, resources and can have their
town changed by the Marxist
Sacramento legislature.

If this city cannot increase
the safety, not decrease it, in
our town, we DON’T need a
city government. They are cre-
ating another “Paradise” situa-
tion.

Tom McReynolds
Mayor 1979-80, Los Altos Hills



community

New biography of Woodrow Wilson reappraises former president

By Robin Chapman

women play key roles on

Inauguration Day 2025 in
Washington, D.C. with Sen.
Amy Klobuchar (D-Minnesota)
and Sen. Deb Fischer (R-Ne-
braska), ranking members of the
Joint Congressional Committee
on Inaugural Ceremonies, serv-
ing as hosts on Capitol Hill.

It will be difficult for young
people to believe; but, when
both of my grandmothers were
born, women had not yet been
guaranteed the right to vote in
America and no woman had
served in either house of Con-
gress.

A new biography of Wood-
row Wilson, America’s 28th
president and the man in office
in 1920 when the 19th Amend-
ment - giving women the right
to vote — was finally approved,
is a reminder of this. “Wood-
row Wilson: The Light With-
drawn” by Christopher Cox, is
arevelation in many ways.

Wilson was a Democrat,
born in Virginia, the son of
a Confederate officer. And
though he had earlier served as
president of progressive Princ-

It was interesting to see two

e
WOODROW
WILSON /

Christopher Cox

IMAGES © 2024 CHRISTOPHER COX

A new biography of Woodrow Wilson features courageous
contemporaries including Ida B. Wells-Barnett, one of the
founders of the NAACP, who pleaded with Wilson in the White
House to support votes for women.

eton University, one of the first
things he did as president of the
United States was to segregate
the offices of the federal govern-
ment in Washington. Cox draws
a direct line from the struggle
for civil rights in America a cen-
tury ago to the proposed Susan
B. Anthony Amendment grant-
ing the vote to women. The
author’s research makes it clear
that those who were working to
suppress the votes of Black men

DIANA’S PROFESSIONAL
HOUSECLEANING

Family business with experienced, reliable
and dependable professionals.
Low rates with great Los Altos references.

CALL CRISTINA TODAY!
(408) 806-1415 or (408) 578-5489

License# 447435

ZANOTTO'S

~-- PRESENT THIS AD FOR: ---

(408) 212 492

SUNNYVALE MARKET
~ Famlly owned since 1976 ~

13568 Mary Avenue SUNNYVALE

when purchase
$50 or more.

= DOORDASH # Instacart

in the Jim Crow South did not
want to face the votes of Black
women as well. Wilson told
one woman who lobbied for his
support in the White House for
women’s suffrage that he could
not give it. “It is the negro ques-
tion Mrs. Blatch, that keeps my
party from doing as you wish,”
she recorded later.

I met the future author of this
book when we were both on the
first civilian flight into Kuwait

Santa Clara Valley Lives

at the end of Operation Desert
Storm. I was a reporter and Cox
was a California congressman.
He is a Harvard-educated law-
yer who worked in the Reagan
White House, served 17 years in
the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and is the former chair of
the Securities and Exchange
Commission. He is now a Senior
Scholar in Residence at U.C.
Irvine.

His book involved 14 years
of research and tells the stories
of dozens of people whose lives
intersected with Wilson’s. It fills
nearly 500 pages and includes
at least a hundred more of notes
and sources. There is a real
bonus at the center of the book,
which features more than 40
meticulously restored color pho-
tographs that bring to life some
of the book’s key protagonists.

It sounds shocking today
to read that in Wilson’s early
writings he called universal
suffrage “the foundation of
every evil in this country.” Yet
this is also the American who
dreamed of a League of Nations.
The book avoids being an anti-

Wilson broadside and focuses
on the many in America who
worked to hold democracy to
its promises. “No one pretends
that democracy is perfect or all-
wise,” as Winston Churchill put
it: “Indeed, it has been said that
democracy is the worst form of
Government except for all those
other forms that have been tried
from time to time.” California,
by the way, approved votes

for women in 1911, nine years
before the federal guarantee.

“Woodrow Wilson: The
Light Withdrawn” demon-
strates why it is so important for
Americans to continue to evalu-
ate those we look to as heroes
and elect as leaders in our de-
mocracy. This book is a fascinat-
ing read and an impressive work
of scholarship that will certainly
change the way history views
our 28th president.

Robin Chapmanis a long-
time journalist, a Los Altos
native, and the author of three
books about California. You
canlearn more about the
Wilson biography at lightwith-
drawn.com.

You can’'t predict the
future, so plan for it.

Suite 1B

Cynthia A Wemyss, CFP®, ChFC®
Financial Advisor

339 S San Antonio Road
Los Altos, CA 94021

650-948-4886
cynthia.wemyss@edwardjones.com

Forbes Top Best-in-State Wealth Advisors

Named to the 2024 Forbes Top Best-in-State Wealth Advisors in California, Ranked #152
(Published 4/2024, research by SHOOK Research LLC, data as of 6/2023. Compensation

provided for using, not obtaining, the rating.)

edwardjones.com

Edward Jones
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community

Town Crier Report

n the first day of the
Lunar New Year, the
Kiwanis Club of Moun-

tain View Foundation awarded
grants to 29 community orga-
nizations, totaling $152,152,
during a festive luncheon held
at Ristorante Don Giovanni in
Mountain View. In honor of
the occasion, each recipient
received their grant check in a
traditional lucky red envelope,
symbolizing good fortune and
prosperity for their ongoing
service to the Mountain View
and Los Altos communities.
Among the guests in atten-
dance were Mayor Ellen Ka-
mei, Vice Mayor Emily Ann
Ramos, Councilmember Lucas
Ramirez and Councilmember
Alison Hicks. Each organiza-

cityof LOS ALTOS

COURTESY OF THE KIWANIS CLUB OF MOUNTAIN VIEW

Representatives of local nonprofits benefiting from Kiwanis Club of Mountain View grants, display their grant awards.

tion had the opportunity to
introduce their programs and
share how the grant funding
will support their efforts in the
community.

One of the highlights of the
event came from Chiung-Chi
Chen, director of the Commu-
nity School of Music and Arts,
who, upon receiving her red
envelope, expressed her grati-

tude by saying, “Thank you so
much - this is my first red en-
velope for today!” The room
erupted in applause, marking a
joyous start to the Lunar New
Year.

Adding to the celebratory
atmosphere, attendees par-
ticipated in a special bingo
game with prizes, where the
squares featured the names

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
February 11, 2025 - 7:00p.m.

In Person

Note- This is not the Final Agenda

4. City Council Strategic Goals:
modifications as needed

Members of the public are invited to participate in person at the Los Altos Council
Chamber at Los Altos City Hall located at 1 N. San Antonio Rd, Los Altos, CA. To
attend virtually, please view the final agenda for details.

Public testimony will be taken at the direction of the Mayor, and members of the public
may only comment during times allotted for public comments. Public comment will
be received in person during the meeting or by written public comment submitted to
publiccomment@losaltosca.gov

1. Adopt a Resolution approving the Downtown Parking Strategy and find the project
exempt from environmental review pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

2. Adopt resolution to award contract to Watry Design, Inc. for Community Engagement
and Design Services for Downtown Park with Underground Parking

3. Adopt a Resolution approving the Downtown Parking Strategy and find the project
exempt from environmental review pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

5. City Council Accountability Policy: Review the City Council Accountability Policy
and provide direction on modifications as needed

6. City Council Term Limits: Provide direction on City Council Term Limits

7. Direct staff to adopt and implement a childcare subsidy program in support of the
Santa Clara County initiative for affordable childcare

Agendas, Reports and associated documents for City Council
items may be viewed at losaltosca.gov/citycouncil/meetings

Review the City’s Strategic Goals and provide
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of the awarded organizations,
making for a fun and engag-
ing way to honor the impact of
each group.

The Kiwanis Club of Moun-
tain View supports local non-
profits and community pro-
grams dedicated to education,
youth development and social
services. By integrating cultur-
al traditions with philanthropy,

the club continues its mission
of fostering growth, prosperity
and positive change within the
community.

For more information on
the Kiwanis Club of Mountain
View and its community ini-
tiatives, visit kiwanismounta-
inview.org or email service@
kiwanismountainview.org.

Los Altos-Mtn. View foundation
offers new grant for wildfire relief

Town Crier Report

he Los Altos Moun-
tain View Community
Foundation (LAM-

VCF) has announced their lat-
est grant for wildfire relief, to
EmergencyRV.org.

“Currently there are over
100 on the waiting list and
that number grows each day
as more learn about us,” said
Woody Faircloth, founder of
EmergencyRV. “We couldn’t
do this without the support of
good people like you and those
in your community.”

LAMVCF’s Greater Los An-
geles Wildfires Fund was es-
tablished to address the urgent
needs of wildfire-impacted
communities, enabling organi-
zations like EmergencyRV.org
to offer creative and effective
solutions. The aim is to build
resilience and restore hope for
those most affected.

EmergencyRV.org has al-
ready deployed three RVs to
the wildfire-affected com-
munity of Altadena, offering
critical housing to families
displaced by the devastation.
These efforts are amplified by
the generosity and collabora-
tion of local organizations and
community leaders. Notably,
the Dream Center, a resource
center focused on providing
support to those affected by
homelessness and hunger, has
granted permission to use their
property as a future staging
area, a pivotal resource for ex-
panding the reach of Emergen-

cyRV.org’s work.

EmergencyRV.org is prepar-
ing to deliver four more RVs
during the weekend of Feb. 7,
2025. These RVs will be placed
on private properties with
written consent from property
owners, ensuring a respectful
and seamless integration for
those displaced to return into
the community.

“EmergencyRV.org is a shin-
ing example of how grassroots
innovation can meet immedi-
ate needs and provide stabil-
ity during a crisis,” said Kathy
Lera, philanthropy partner for
LAMVCF. “We are proud to
support their work and look
forward to seeing the contin-
ued impact of their efforts.”

EmergencyRV.org is a non-
profit organization dedicated
to providing immediate shelter
solutions for disaster survivors.
By repurposing and delivering
RVs to those in need, they offer
families a safe place to heal, re-
build and recover.

The Los Altos Mountain
View Community Foundation
connects donors to causes that
matter, building a stronger,
more equitable community.
Through strategic grantmak-
ing and collaborative partner-
ships, they aim to create last-
ing, positive change in the lives
of those they serve.

For more information on
the LAMVCF Greater Los An-
geles Wildfires Fund, and to
donate, visit lamvcf.org.
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Local AAUW branch commemorates Roe v. Wade anniversary

By Allyson Johnson

Special to the Town Crier

The Silicon Valley branch of AAUW
(American Association of Univer-
sity Women) recently honored
the 52nd anniversary of the 1973 Roe v.
Wade Supreme Court decision which
gave women the right to choose whether
to continue a pregnancy. This precedent
was overturned by the current Supreme
Court’s Dobbs decision in June 2022.

The AAUW program was held on
Jan. 22 via Zoom. More than 160 viewers
tuned in from all over California.

Speaker Emily Bazelon, staff writer
for the New York Times Magazine, se-
nior research fellow at Yale Law School
and co-host of the Slate podcast “Political
Gabfest,” was the featured speaker.

“Dobbs in some ways was shocking,
in others, not a surprise,” Bazelon said.
“One expected abortion to become more
restricted, and the number of abortions

to go down. But though 22 states enacted
severe restrictions, the actual number of
abortions went up. How could this be?”

First, Bazelon said a number of abor-
tion clinics moved across state lines,
avoiding restrictions. More important
was the widespread availability of abor-
tion pills. Before Dobbs, 50% of abortions
were pill-induced; since Dobbs, pills ac-
counted for 63% of abortion.

There are a few risks associated with
self-managed abortion, but the more ur-
gent consequence of Dobbs is the lack of
care for problem pregnancies.

In many states a doctor must judge
that the mother’s life is at risk before per-
forming a D&C, while a septic infection
or loss of future fertility are deemed in-
adequate reasons. As a result of doctors’
fear of prosecution there have been some
well-publicized deaths, which have led to
a shift in point of view on abortion rights.
The passing of state ballot measures in

Concert to benefit LightHouse
for the Blind’s Enchanted Hills

Town Crier Report

he 23rd Annual Gill

I Family Benefit Concert

for LightHouse for the

Blind’s Enchanted Hills Camp

is scheduled 7:30 p.m. Feb. 22 at

Martin Family Hall, 50 Valpara-
iso Ave., Atherton.

The concert will feature Mol-
lie and The Sweet Shop Boys
(Stephen Gill, Mollie Hudner
Thompson, Steve Beitler and
Bob Feiner) in a program titled
“On The Road Again, Willie
Nelson’s Letters to America.”
Anne Gill will make a special ap-
pearance.

A $20 donation is suggested.
To attend, email Nancy Gill at
gillnancyg@gmail.com  with
number of attendees and con-
tact information.

To make a donation without
attending, send a check to Light-
House for the Blind, Re: Gill
Family Benefit, 1155 Market St.,
10th Floor, San Francisco, CA
94103.

How it began

In 1997, shortly after she
graduated from Los Altos High
School, Steve and Nancy Gill’s

18-year-old daughter Anne was
in a near-fatal car accident that
left her blind and brain injured.

When Anne returned home
in the spring of 1998, the Gills
were frustrated to discover that
while many programs serve
those with traumatic brain in-
juries and others help the blind
and visually impaired, very few
resources are designed to help
people who have multiple dis-
abilities.

The Gills discovered that the
LightHouse for the Blind of-
fers a session at its Enchanted
Hills Camp (EHC) for visually
impaired adults who have other
disabilities as well. Anne and
other campers spend five days
in the Napa hills enjoying activi-
ties like horseback riding, swim-
ming and hiking with a remark-
able staff.

The camp inspired Steve, a
veteran Bay Area actor/sing-
er and the founder of Menlo
School’s Fine Arts Program, to
organize the first benefit concert
for the LightHouse in 1999.

The LightHouse has used the
proceeds from these concerts to
provide scholarships to those at-
tending the camp.

Tickets still available for Feb. 27
Los Altans of the Year reception

winners Tom and Karen Smith is scheduled 5-7 p.m.

3 Town Crier reception for 2024 Los Altans of the Year

Feb. 27 at the Rustic House Oyster Bar and Grill’s Rustic
Room, 295 Main St., Los Altos. The ticket price is $75 per person.
For information, contact Maria Crowder at mariac@latc.com.

support of abortion rights reflects this
shift.

But why did voters who supported
abortion rights vote for Trump, who had
been prominently against them?

Bazelon said Trump backed off from
his extreme position and instead advocat-
ed, “Leave the issue to the states,” which
defused opposition. Second, abortion
rights were not the top-of-mind issue for
many voters.

“What happens next is up to Trump,”
Bazelon said.

She said Trump could announce strict
enforcement of the Comstock Act of
1892, which outlawed shipment of con-
traceptives and abortion-related items or
providing information about them.

If the Comstock Act were to be strictly
enforced, it could have a huge impact on
abortion availability, Bazelon said.

In a Q&A period following her talk,
Bazelon was asked about the effective-

ness of “shield laws” which some states
have passed to protect doctors who pro-
vide abortion assistance to out-of-state
patients from lawsuits. She was not op-
timistic, saying that long-standing “full
faith and credit” precedents require states
to cooperate in enforcing each other’s
judgments.

Bazelon was also asked whether rati-
fication of the Equal Rights Amendment
would override the effects of Dobbs. She
said application of the amendment would
be up to the Supreme Court. “The coun-
try has never clarified women’s constitu-
tional rights,” she said.

The AAUW Silicon Valley branch was
formed from the merger of the Los Altos-
Mountain View and Palo Alto branches.
For more information about the branch,
visit siliconvalley-ca.aauw.net, or for
membership information, contact Susan
Ware, membership chair, at swarel223@
gmail.com.

GET INFORMED

Do we want
THIS?

www.losaltosneighbors.com
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Stepping Out

Memory at front and center of “Glass Menagerie”

By Lara Leon

Town Crier Editorial Intern

os Altos Stage Com-
pany’s production of
“The Glass Menagerie”

- running through Feb. 16 at
Bus Barn Theater - is a “mem-
ory play,” according to director
Gary Landis.

It’s a theatrical style in
which the lead character nar-
rates past events. In this case,
lead character Tom presents

St. Simon Catholic
Church & School

Please check our website for
links to Live Stream Mass
www.stsimon.church

Mass Schedule
Weekday: 6:30 am & 8:30 am
Saturday: 8:30 am & 5:00 pm

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 11:15, 5:00 pm

Fr. Brendan McGuire, Pastor
1860 Grant Road, Los Altos 94024
650-880-1401

his recollections as a way to
justify his decision to abandon
his family.

“The play is presented as
Tom’s memory,” Landis said.
“He’s presenting this story to
the audience, kind of in a con-
fessional way, to try to make
his case about why his memory
of the past justified his actions,
justified him doing that, and
how he’s been tormented by
that decision.”

Written by Tennessee Wil-

*‘@G*W
UNION CHURCH

A Community of Christ Followers Loving,
Learning & Serving Together

Worship 10am
~ Join us in person or online ~

www.youtube.com/
@unionpreshyterianchurchlos437

858 University Ave.
www.unionpc.org

(650) 948-4361

liams, the semi-autobiographi-
cal play explores not only mem-
ory, but also family and regret.
It follows the Wingfield fam-
ily: Amanda, a mother trapped
in nostalgia; Tom, a restless
son yearning for freedom; and
Laura, his painfully shy sister
who finds solace in her collec-
tion of glass figurines.

As Amanda reminisces
about her Southern upbring-
ing, longing for a past filled
with charm and suitors, Laura

t%@é
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First Church of Christ, Scientist

~ striving to live what Jesus taught us ~

401 University Ave,

LOS ALTOS
Sunday Service | Sunday School
10AM-11AM  10AM-11AM

Wed. Testimony Meeting 7:30Pm
~ Call-in Available for Services ~
— READING ROOM 60 Main Street —
Wed 10AM - 1PM - Thur 2PM - 4PM
See website for details and updates
ChristianScienceLosAltos.org

NN\

Posplo Maile. Trh Mailars:
P Gl Ot oty e

Service

10:45am on Sundays

i 11 625 Magdalena Ave
1 il Los Altos 92024
650.948.5698

Howe of les Alfes Chrisfiew Sohools + wiviwrJacs.com,
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Saint Nicholas and Saint William
Catholic Parish

Rev. Matthew D.

St. Nicholas Church
473 Lincoln Ave., Los Altos
Mass Schedule

Sat: 8am
Sun: 8am, 10 am, 12 pm, 5 pm (French)
M-F: 8 am, 12:10 pm

650-948-2158 www.snswparish.org

Stanley, Pastor

St. William Church
611 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos
Mass Schedule

Sat: 4 pm
Sun: 9 am, 11 am*, 5 pm
*in-person & livestream

Los Altos Lutheran Church

Rejoice in the Word + Sent in the Spirit

10AM In-Person & Online

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.LosAltosLutheran.org

460 S. El Monte Ave. (at Cuesta)
650.948.3012
office@losaltoslutheran.org
Email the office for the Worship Zoom Link

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, LOS ALTOS

Join us online or in person
for worship at 10 am!

Inspirational messages and

great music! Please
\ visit our website
' ﬂj at ilclosaltos.com
———e~_ for more information!

1715 Grant Road, Los Altos

1
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Christ Episcopal Church

Inshived Worship. Relenant Preaching. Transcendent Music.
Sundaoy Services In Person

8:00 a.m. Hpoken Fucharis

10:15 a.m. lloly Lucharist Service (alio via Jean?

Chiddeure _f.llusil.!w.flm Suruﬁlj miar
1240 Border Rosd Loz Altas

www.christchurchlosaltes.org

iy qurulg UV H arreive

BRo-gq B-2151
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please ema

il Janice at

janicef@latc.com
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remains consumed by her own
insecurities. Meanwhile, Tom
wrestles with his role as both a
participant and observer in his
family’s struggles.

“The memory in this play
is also about how a layer of it
is asking the audiences to ex-
plore like, how truthful are our
memories?” Landis said.

For actress Kristin Walter,
who plays Amanda, embody-
ing the character has been both
demanding and rewarding.

“She is a force of nature,”
Walter said. “She never stops
moving, never stops talking
- she’s exhausted. But under-
neath all that, she just wants
what’s best for her children.
She just doesn’t know what
that is.”

Walter’s real-life son, Max
Mabhle, plays Tom in the play.
It’s not the first time they've
performed together.

“We’re very close, and we
like each other a lot, but these
characters are at odds, and
they clash all the way through
the show,” Walter said, “but we
were able to find moments just
between Max and me where
you can see that these charac-
ters truly do love each other.”

For Walter, the emotion-
al weight of the play is what
makes it so timeless.

“This is a tragically beauti-
ful story about family, expec-
tations and lost dreams,” she
said. “Anyone who has strug-
gled with the weight of their
past or the pressures of fam-
ily will see themselves in these
characters.”

Landis noted that the pro-
duction stays true to the play’s
period setting, with dim light-
ing and carefully selected mu-
sic to reinforce the themes of
memory and nostalgia.

“The lighting shifts as char-
acters recall their past, reflect-
ing how memories can be in-
complete or distorted,” Landis
said. “And music plays a huge
role - it underscores the emo-
tional weight of the scenes,
shaping how we experience the
characters’ recollections.”

Performances are scheduled
8 p.m. Wednesdays through
Saturdays and 3 p.m. Sundays
at Bus Barn, 97 Hillview Ave.
Tickets are $28-$51.

For tickets and more infor-
mation, visit losaltosstage.
org.

PHOTO BY SCOTT LASKY PHOTOGRAHY
“The Glass Menagerie” is a
production that shows the life
oflead character Tom, who
leaves his family including his
mother Amanda, portrayed
by Kristin Walter (above), and
older sister Laura, portrayed
by April Culver (below).




Los Altos ‘Town Crier Holiday Fund 2024

Grants from the Town Crier Holiday Fund support agencies in Silicon Valley

that touch the real needs of people.

“At this time of year, we are inundated with requests for donations. Giving to the Town Crier Holiday Fund assures us that 100%
of our money goes directly to groups that are doing the most good for the most people without any added overhead costs.

This is among my favorite charities.” ~ Dick Henning, Founder, Celebrity Forum

WHERE THE MONEY WILL GO:

Child Advocates of Silicon Valley. Matching neglected children with adult advocates.
Community Services Agency’s Keep Low Income Seniors Housed. Provides housing

financial assistance to seniors

Community School of Music and Arts Artistic Intelligence Program. Brings music, art

and dance to special needs students through partnerships.

Day Worker Center of Mountain View. Connects day workers with jobs offered by

homeowners and businesses.

Help One Child. Performs foster parent recruitment, support, training.
Hidden Villa. Provides summer camperships for underprivileged families.

Hope’s Corner. Provides meals and shower facilities for the underserved and unhoused.

Los Altos Youth Theatre Los Altos Stage Company. Making theater a safe and
great place for children to be.

Mentor Tutor Connection. Matches at-risk youths with adult mentors, tutors in
local schools.

KCI Makerspace Program. Provides teachers with tech tools at the Krause Center
for Innovation at Foothill College.

Music for Minors. Provides music education to schools through docent training.

MVLA Scholars. Serves low-income first-generation college students from
Mountain View and Los Altos.

Veterans Resource Center at Foothill College. Helps veterans transition to
schooling and employment.

DONORS AS OF JANUARY 7, 2025

LEAD DONORS:

Pamela and Edward Taft $25,000.00
Ellen S. Jamieson $25,000.00
The David & Lucile Packard Foundation ................... $20,000.00
Bill and Gay Krause $15,000.00
Ann Wojcicki Foundation $10,000.00
The Geschke Foundation $10,000.00
Dinesh and Joy Desai $10,000.00
Lisa Auerbach $10,000.00

BUSINESS AND ORGANIZATIONS

Bleibler Properties LLC ............. $500.00
Cornelius E. Dempsey III CPA.............. *
Kiwanis Club of Los Altos...... $1,000.00
KQR Charitable Fund.............. $2,000.00
Los Altos Sunset Rotary Club
Endowment Fund .. $1,000.00
Pine Cone Lumber Co .. $1,000.00
Resonance Philanthropies....... $5,000.00
Starlight Caregivers.................... $100.00
INDIVIDUALS

Anonymous (13) .. $8,215.00
Amount Left Blank. . $9,250.00
Vivien Abad and

Maurice Hamilton .. $1,000.00
Nikhil Abraham...... .. $500.00

Michael M Abrams. .. $2,000.00
Gerri ACers....ovueunene . $250.00
Felicia and Gary Albright......... $500.00

. $200.00
. $500.00
. $500.00
. $100.00
$1,000.00
$350.00

Roger and Donna Anderson
Robert Armistead.......
Shirley E. Bailey ..
Ellen Jo Baron......
Anne & Buz Battle..
Sue and John Becker ......
Pam Blackman and

Ed Cazalet.......ccooeevuvrvuvnrinnnnn. $1,000.00
Judy Bogard-Tanigami and

Hide Tanigami ... .
Mary Ann and John Bogar
Marie Borin
Marilyn Brannon
Kristen and Dennis Brown........
Margaret Bruno ..
Betty Byrne
Carolle Carter and
Jess Kitchens

$200.00

Sally and Mario Chaves . . $250.00
Anne and Jerry Chester. . $500.00
Steve and Diane Ciesinski....... $2,500.00

Charles Clark and Toni Wrenn .. $200.00
Fran Codispoti.....c.ccewuevueevennce $250.00
Colette and Kim Cranston . $206.28

George CrOW ......oceeemceenncerenenns $5 000.00
Eddy and Paula Cue...

Michele Culberson $250 00
Dr. Vivien and

Stephen D’Andrea.........ccccveeuenne $250.00

Stephanie and Chris Dauer ....... $500.00
James Davidson .........c.cccevueveeeee. $400.00
Peter and Barbara Dehlinger.. $2,500.00
Annelle Delfs... .$

$1,000.00
Margie and Leonard Edwards... $1,030.18

Alan Eagle..........ccocovrinrinrinnn.

Shari and Frank Elmer............... $300.00
Robert and Eileen Eng............. $1,000.00
Mr. and Mrs. Roy T. Evilsizer.... $100.00
Teri and Joe Eyre........cocovcvurevunce $500.00

Dianne Fishwild and

Ric Hulett... $1,000.00

Kathy and Bruce Fitzgerald....... $500.00
Kacey Fitzpatrick &

Deb Kilpatrick. ... $250.00
Pam & Bob Galen $250.00
Lonnie Gary..... $200.00

Tracy Gibbons $500.00
Don and Suzanne Gladstone..... $300.00
Scott and Suzanne Graeser...... $1,500.00
Ken and Sue Greathouse......... $2,000.00
Mike and Hue Green... .. $500.00
Olivia and Dan Haley.. $400.00
Anne Hambly... ..$2,000.00
Kirk and Kathryn Hanson. $500.00
Janet and Sam Harding... $500.00
Kirsten and Kevin Hayes .$500.00
Pat and Gary Hedden.. $300.00
Susan Heintzelman......... .. $200.00

Robert and Marilyn Henderson.... $200.00
Dick Henning.........ccccovecueene $1,540.18
Bruce and Cheryl Herrmann..... $200.00

Norma and Vic Hesterman......... $200.00
Wayne and Judith Hooper. $350.00
Lawrence HOOSET .......ocevuuererrenennes $50.00
Marilyn Hornor ...
Carol Hoskins ......
Dr Annette Hulse D.O
Elizabeth Hunt
Duanni Hurd......ccocveuvencreirennns
Matthew and Connie Ives..
Robert E. Jacobsen...........
Karen and David Jessen .
James and Annie Lin Johnson..... $250.00
Jill and Brian Kasser . $1,000.00
Wayne and Sandy Kelly ............. $200.00
Mr. Armond T. King .. $100.00

Abby King and Steven Lovett.... $300.00 Dave and Sally Ricci..... ....$300.00 In Memory of George Antypas
Janet and Ray Klinke... $250.00  Susan and Douglas Roberts.... $1,000.00 A mara and Bala Balakrishnan ... $100.00
Paul Kuckein ................ $500.00 Duane and Anne Roberts ... $200.00

In Memory of Achi Noorani

Alfred and Maureen Lane........... $100.00  Steven Rockhold... $250.00 K .

Sue and Peter LaTourette 1,000.00 Mark Rogge..... ... $200.00 ?h?\l/}l and Tomlv? lals'%ell ld """" $500.00
Betty Latta $200.00 Dennis and Linda Ronberg....... $200.00 " V€mory of Margi Gou

The Lawrence Family .. $100.00 David Roode .. ... $150.00 Jane Bryan-Jones..............ccc..... $1,000.00
Nancy and Chilton Lee $250.00 David Roos..... ... $200.00 In Memory of Hardy Jones

Jennifer Lezin.... $750.00 Janet and Steve Runyan - $500.00  Bue FAMilY ....oovvvrrersrveeeerrnrrns $1,000.00
Dick and Chrisy Liewer.. $150.00 Dave and Sue Russell.... $1,000.00 [ Memory of Boo and Gretchen Bue
g?tt}el?crl\yal;:g];/[attmwell $200.00 gal;elilasna?z‘;nna Sacchefi....... $5,000.00 Carole Cameron...........ecveeeenne $250.00
Michael Madda........ccoeeuvevvcnnnee Dean Samos [n Memory Of Don Cameron

Kirk and Kathy Mahncke Lynda Sanders . Arthur Carmichael... $250.00
Fumiko and Walker Mannes......... Carl and Stephanie Schachter.... $250.00 In Memory of Jean Carmichael

Judith Manton...........ccceveevevernnees Isabel Schreier.........ccccvvevrrerennne $250.00 Dee Cunningham........ccccceevuuueee $275.00
Rich and Beverly Marconi......... Gerri and Robert Schultz........... $200.00  In Memory of Jim Cunningham

Mr and Mrs Donovan Martin Ellen and Marvin Schwartz Patricia Foerster and

D.on Mattson St.eve and Bev SheRherd... . Barbara Coates . $250.00
Tim McClenahan.. Rich and Sally Slavin............... $1,000.00 Memory of Helen Foerster

John McDonnell ... . Deborah Sloss ... $100.00 N
Allan McLeod ... $400.00 Karen and Tom Smith.. ... $250.00 Judy Doty

Sally Meadows and Ian Massey ... $250.00  Barry and Julie Smith .$1,000.00 [nMemory of Dale S. Doty and Noel L.

Barnes

Rani Menon and GaeAnn M. Spence $250.00

Keith Amidon .......oocceceeeeeeeeeeens $2,000.00 Mary Jo Spring.. ....$100.00  Stefanie and Richard Feldman..... $200.00

Rachel Michelberg and Sue Stephan ... .. $312.27 In Memory of Elizabeth Milrod and

Richard Partridge .... ... $500.00 Sande Stuart ... $250.00 Julie Cummer

Judy Miner..... 1,141.88 Christine Talbott and Patricia Foerster and

Sandy Mingia an John Galli $500.00  Barbara COates .....o..eeveeeerrreeeeee $250.00

Gary Maggard.... .. $200.00 Laura Teksler.. $1,000.00 Memory of Helen Foerster

The er.kms $100.00 Penny and Buzz Thayer. $1,000.00 1 = thea and Charles Gordon... $520.00

Scott Mitchell $100.00 Charles Thompson ... - $500.00 Memory of Judge Charles Gordon

David and Sandy Morgans......... $250.00  Janet Torow and Tom Rogers.... $500.00 . R

Mark and JoAnne Morris 1,600.00 Nomi and Fritz Trapnell......... $1,000.00 Patricia Grimm............. o $1’900‘00

Terry A. Morrison............ $100.00 Deanne Tucker and In Memory of Bob and Marion Grimm

Laura and Todd Mozer $200.00  Eric Lutkin $500.00 Claudia Hevel & Stan Doty ........ $100.00

Lisa Munro .......cc.cceuee.. .$500.00 Paul and Karen Van Buren........ $150.00 In Memory of Jim McLennan

Ron and Anne Murphy........... $3,000.00 Joyce C Van Reis $2,000.00 Rory and Dan Kaplan .............. $250.00

Bruce Nakao and Mark and Karen Vasser. ... $250.00 p, Memory of Lisabeth Kaplan and Dan

Marilynn Occhipinti ... $400.00 Marian and Frank Verlot.......... $200.00  gaslan (son)

Paul and Antje Newhagen...... $1,000.00 Donna J. Verna $1,000.00 Deb 4 Dana Krei $200.00

Diane and Flemming Nielsen ... $100.00 Nilufer and Sarosh Vesuna..... $1,200.00  ¢>rédandiana Teitter ......... ’

Nanette Nutt-Brown and Donna and Edward Vocke......... $250.00 11 Memory of Dan Kreitter

Peter Brown $100.00 Pietie and Henk Vreman ........ $1,000.00 Carol KUiper.........ccccceveeeeerevececns $500.00

Ann Oliver..... $500.00 Gary and Cathy Walz.........ccoeeessssseeceeeees % In Memory of Ralph Kuiper

Carl and Myra Orta. $100.00 Harriet Weiss * Bente LarseN.....oweeeeeereerseseenn. $100.00

Charlene Ott $300.00 Ted Wertheimer.........cccoceovrueeee $200.00 Memory of Stephen Elrick

Molly Paaso .... $200.00 Patti and Ed White ... $300.00

Joan Pampeyar . - $150.00 Marcia and Randy White....... $104.30 112,°A’:16L;21}r°g;};&'1:;i;&;; """" $100.00

Pilar Parducci and Elizabeth Wilson........... ... $250.00 Y . P

Tony Richmond ........cc..oooe. $1,000.00 Clay and Nancy Woods ......... $1,000.00 Susan and Clinton Nagy .....ccvevsersee *

ROb Parker........ooeveeemereeemnreene $103.30 Roy and Patty Woolsey ............ $250.00 1 Memory of Alison Nagy Hoffmann

Bill Parkhurst and Carole Wunderlich * Liz Nyberg ... $1,000.00

Amy Wright......ccocooverncriincnnens $150.00 John Zeisler and In Memory of Paul Nyberg

Sharon and John Patterson....... $500.00 Jennifer Bailey.......c..ccccoeccuucee. $1,000.00  ponna and Darwin Poulos.........o..... *

Jan Pepper : In Memory of Roy Lave

Marianne Poblenz. $500.00 IN MEMORY OF: Margaret Sentous $200.00

Mr & Mrs Jan Prahm . $100.00  Anonymous.... . $1,00000 T, Mi mory of Ray Piomiok .

Price-Harpootlian X In Memory of Roy Lave Y 4

John and Kathy Radford. $100.00 . M

Ann Rando........... Marcia and Ted Adams.........ccovuevvvevnnnees Total D 240
In memory DfHelen Foerster otal L) 8 10 ) 5 RN

Pat and Bob Reed.. ) Total $ to dat $270,773.39

Vicki Reeder Jeannine C. Antypas............ccccee. $300.00 ORI IO A e 12
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Schools

FHDA board affirms undocumented students
are protected from immigration enforcement

By Brandon Roth
Staff Writer/brandonr@latc.com

It is unclear how far immigra-
tion enforcement officers
will go to deport undocument-
ed students. Still, Foothill-De
Anza Community College
District is prepared to provide
resources and support to those
directly impacted by President
Donald Trump’s immigration
executive order.

Lee Lambert, the chancellor
of Foothill-De Anza Commu-
nity College District, recom-
mended to the Board of Trust-
ees on Jan. 13, before Trump’s
inauguration ceremony, to re-
affirm a resolution to support
undocumented students. The
Board of Trustees in a unani-
mous vote passed the resolu-
tion which involves protecting
student records from being
released to ICE agents, provid-
ing safe and secure campuses
and pledging students with an
education regardless of their
citizenship.

Adriana Garcia, a program
coordinator with the Office
of Equity Social Justice and
Multicultural Education at De-
Anza College, attended the last

board meeting and said there
that the continued support the
district provides undocument-
ed students will help them
thrive in their academics and
ensure they gain intergenera-
tional wealth.

“We believe that having the
right infrastructure and sup-
port, not just in words, prac-
tices or symbols, helps our
students thrive,” Garcia said.
“Being able to distribute mon-
ies to the programs that best
serve our students helps us un-
derstand them.”

Other staff members also ex-
pressed that evening the anxi-
eties and fears that they wit-
nessed in 2018 when working
with students during Trump’s
first term and hopes to ensure
students’ well-being will be at
the forefront in the next few
years.

Kristina Whalen, president
of Foothill College, said her
school is a “hub of resources”
for AB 540 students or Dream-
ers who attended school and
grew up in the United States
but do not have permanent
citizenship. Whalen said the
demand for immigration legal
services has risen on campus in

Helping students with
disabilities pay for college

Statepoint

very student deserves a
Efair shot. Fortunately,
opportunities exist to
help people with disabilities
pursue the education and
training they need to succeed
in their chosen career path.
Since 2017, Wells Fargo
has partnered with Scholar-
ship America to award 253
renewable scholarships to
students with disabilities.
Recently renamed “The Sta-
cey Milbern Scholarship”
after the pioneering activist,
the scholarships open doors
to new opportunities and
foster greater accessibility
for all.
Stacey Milbern was a Ko-
rean American activist who
helped create the disability

justice movement and advo-
cated for fair treatment of all
disabled people. Born with
congenital muscular dystro-
phy, a genetic degenerative
disease, Milbern eventually
became reliant on a scooter,
a tracheostomy tube and a
ventilator.

Despite living  with
challenges, she found the
strength to dedicate herself
to disability justice from a
young age. While she was
still a student, she worked to
have disability history added
to the school curriculum and
raised awareness of disability
rights through her blog and
other outreach efforts.

In adulthood, she found-
ed the Disability Justice

See SCHOLARS, Page 17
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Foothill-De Anza Community College School District plans to provide undocumented students
an equal right to an education as well as resources such as legal services, financial resources or
mental health services.

the last decade and in anticipa-
tion of the election, the school

had increased their message of dents who don’t feel welcome
support for international stu- See DREAMERS, Page 17
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Students with disabilities should be aware of scholarships such as the “The Stacey Milbern
Scholarship” that can give opportunities for one to choose to their own path
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DREAMERS

From Page 16

in the country.

“AB 540 is still law, which
means that our campus
police will not use resources or
cooperate with immigration
enforcement activities on our
campus,” Whalen said. “We
will do everything that we can
to promote this campus as a
safe space, a place where peo-
ple can come here without fear
but be greeted with support.”

She said to ensure a wel-
coming atmosphere on the
campus, Foothill is offering
rapid response training for
staff members and community
members to be up to date with
current state and federal laws
regarding immigration en-
forcement and to learn how to
protect students if their rights

are being violated. According
to the Foothill College web-
site, the next rapid response
training session is on Feb. 6 at
11 a.m. for about an hour and
on Feb. 7 at 6 p.m. for Spanish
speakers.

“The rapid response train-
ing fosters a compassionate
allyship with students,” Wha-
len said. “It allows us to know
how we can work to make sure
that misinformation is not rul-
ing the day. We have a broad
knowledge base about what is
permissible and not permis-
sible under law and what this
college will do and will not do
to comply with ICE.”

Whalen said she is in awe of
the local community that sur-
rounds the college and the
compassion they have for all
people. She said many people
don’t understand Dreamers are

Americans and that they spent
most of their lives in the U.S.
She said it would be inhumane
to force students to leave their
homes and be sent away to a
foreign country on their own.

“I'think certainly this campus
community, aswell asthe larger
community, believes that these
Dreamers deserve a right to be-
come a citizen,” Whalen said.
“They’re part of our economic
prosperity and more than 85%
of undocumented employees
are our employees. They work
feeding our nation, working
in healthcare as well with the
construction that we will need
for the California wildfires and
other natural disasters.”

To learn more about Foothill
and De Anza’s undocumented
student resources, visit foothill.
edu/dreamers and deanza.
edu/students/undocumented.

SCHOLARS

From Page 16

Culture Club, helped orga-
nize protests, and worked to
meet the needs of disabled
and unhoused people dur-
ing the early days of the pan-
demic. She also brought her
unique perspective to corpo-
rate America, serving as Wells
Fargo’s accommodations
management consultant,
and was an impact producer
for the Netflix documentary
“Crip Camp: A Disability
Revolution,” which centers
on the lives and voices of dis-
abled Americans. In 2025,
Milbern’s legacy will be cele-
brated by the U.S. Mint along
with Ida B. Wells, Dr. Vera
Rubin, and other honorees as
part of the American Women

~: Bullis

Quarters Program.

“Milbern passed away in
2020, but her achievements
are honored in many ways,
including in the Wells Fargo
Stacey Milbern Scholarship.
Wells Fargo was honored to
receive an Irving Innova-
tion Award from Scholarship
America for its decision to
rename our scholarship after
her, and it serves as a testa-
ment to her legacy in advanc-
ing accessibility to education
for students with disabili-
ties,” said Andrew Holbrook,
chief accessibility officer for
Diverse Segments, Repre-
sentation and Inclusion at
Wells Fargo.

This year, the program
will award renewable schol-
arships of up to $2,500 for

Open

full-time students and re-
newable scholarships of up to
$1,250 for part-time students
who plan to enroll at an ac-
credited two- or four-year
college or university in the
United States for the upcom-
ing academic year.

For more information
about the scholarship and to
register to be notified when it
is available in February 2025,
visit scholarshipamerica.org.
For more information about
paying for college, visit col-
legesteps.wf.com.

“At a time when a college
degree in the United States
has never been more expen-
sive, it is essential to create
more pathways to success for
students of all backgrounds,”
said Holbrook.

CHARTER SCHOOL
Family-Founded - Free - Public

Enroliment

FOR 2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR
November 4, 2024 - March 7, 2025

FELIX TREE

SPECIALIST, INC.
FREE ESTIMATES
.......................... MAURICIO FELIX

License #1029971
Cell: (408) 806-4474
(408) 292-2095 - (408) 723-1810

STARLIGHT

CAREGIVERS

Los Altos-based Home Care Agency for Elderly and Disabled

Our mission is to enhance the living quality
of seniors as well as their family members

Read our reviews on Yelp to see how we can make a difference

(650) 600-8108 www.starlightcaregivers.com

ﬁ%sﬁmﬂm

Our Services: * Fence installation
* Lawn maintenance  * Irrigation systems
* Landscaping * New lawns

* Clean up * Lights installation

CALL 650-279-3748 FOR INQUIRIES

mac smart

Macintosh Computer Support

For over 23 years, Liz O’Brien has owned and operated
MacSmart Computer Services. She helps Home
Users, Small Businesses and Seniors with all
computer and electronic help.

« All work done at your location!

* We Support Mac & PC’s & iPhones & iPads,

* Apple TV (+), Roku, etc.

* Internet and Wi-Fi issues, Routers, Printers,

* We explain and resolve iCloud, Passwords, Malware and
all computer questions!

* We're also offering classes.

650-596-9787
408-393-0977

www.macsmart.com
liz@macsmart.com

ENROLL
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Young Eagles taking
flight in rebuilding year

By Curtis Driscoll
Staff Writer/curtisd@latc.com

t’s been an up-and-down
year for the Los Altos girls

soccer team, but a 2-1 vic-
tory over Homestead Wednes-
day saw its young team give a
performance head coach Jacob
Valadez knew was possible.

“Our best game of the sea-
son,” Los Altos head coach
Jacob Valadez said. “We con-
trolled the first half. Had a
couple of people go out with a
few injuries, so the second half
opened up a little bit. I would
have preferred not to give up
that goal, but really proud of
the girls for fighting back and
getting the win.”

With five freshmen getting
minutes this season, it was no
surprise a freshman got the
winning goal. Winger Rebecca
Guting scored with just seven
minutes left in the game by

Archbishop Mitty overwhelms St. Francis in WCAL basktball showdown

By Curtis Driscoll
Staff Writer/curtisd@latc.com

fter a close first half
against state power-
ouse Archbishop Mit-

ty, the Monarchs used a blister-
ing third quarter to beat the St.
Francis girls basketball team
78-52 Tuesday.

“It was awesome to see us
compete with such a high-level
team,” St. Francis head coach
Sami Pompei said. “I think
their transition killed us in the
second half. Obviously, offen-
sive rebounds absolutely were
our Achilles’ heel. Gave up too
many second chances. They re-
ally turned it up transition-wise
and their pressure defensively
in the third quarter, but I'm re-
ally proud of my team for the
effort they put forth in a really
competitive first half.”

The Lancers (15-4) stayed
within single digits against the
Monarchs (16-3) in the first
half, trailing 37-31 thanks to
a 10-2 run to close the second
quarter. The Lancers made sev-
eral 3-pointers and forced three
Mitty turnovers during the run.

Mitty got off to a fast start to
the game, taking a 19-12 lead at
the end of the first quarter. The
Monarchs extended the lead to

beating several Homestead de-
fenders to a loose rebound and
guiding it in by lofting the ball
over the keeper for the score.

“We tell our attacking play-
ers, always imagine it’s going to
fall your way, that the defender
is going to mess up, and you're
ready if it takes a weird bounce
and it gets past a defender, you
are there to putitin, and Rebec-
ca did just that,” Valadez said.
“Super proud of her. She was
injured for part of the season, so
for her to get back and get that
goal is amazing.”

Guting missed a chance ear-
lier in the second half and was
determined to do better, espe-
cially after Homestead had tied
the game three minutes earlier
with a goal.

“Once it hit off the post, I
just knew I had to finish it, es-
pecially after the first shot I had,
which wasn’t the greatest,” Gut-

33-21 before a late St. Francis
run to close the half.

However, the Monarchs
showed their class as one of the
best teams in the country, go-
ing on a 22-4 run to open the
second half and leading 64-40
entering the fourth quarter,
putting the game out of reach.
Mitty went on an 8-0 run out
of halftime and outscored St.
Francis 27-9 during the third
quarter. Pompei noted Mitty
pushed the pace more in transi-
tion against the St. Francis de-
fense in the second half, scoring
quick buckets after rebounds
or getting several attempts to
score after collecting offensive
rebounds.

“We all recognize that offen-
sive rebounds and transition de-
fense really hurt us, and that’s
something we need to be better
at next time,” Pompei said.

Mitty held St. Francis to 52
points in the game thanks to a
suffocating defensive press, the
third-lowest scoring total for
the season for the Lancers, with
just 21 points in the second half.

“Their on-ball defense is un-
believable,” Pompei said. “It’s
almost like you are up against
a wall. I think, sometimes, for
us, we’ve struggled to get our
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Los Altos freshman Emma Middleton goes for a shot in traffic near the Homestead goal during the
2-1 win against the Mustangs Wednesday.

ing said. “I knew I had to finish
it, and I had a goal similar to
that in practice, so I went with
the same placement.”

Los Altos created most of utes left. The Eagles had a goal

offense started because of the
type of denial they put on our
wings. We are not able to start
the offense like we normally
do.”

Freshman Maliya Hunter led
the Monarchs with 25 points,
while sophomore Ze’Ni Patter-
son scored 17 points and junior
Devin Cosgriff had 10.

“Obviously, 23, their fresh-
man, is fantastic,” Pompei said.
“She stepped out and hit two
threes right away and just got
them going. They thrive on
runs, and when they score, it
just motivates their defense,
and then their defense becomes
smothering.”

Sophie Holmes led the Lanc-
ers with 14 points, with Maia
Jimenez and Grace Curley
scoring nine. Holmes was the
primary scorer for the Lancers
early, scoring 11 in the first half.

“She’s a gamer and just wants
to win, and the thing I abso-
lutely love about Sophie is if we
need her to get 15 rebounds and
not score a point, she’s happy to
do that, she just wants to win,”
Pompei said. “Tonight and last
game, she realized, ‘T need to
score to have a chance to win,
so she stepped up and scored.”

The Lancers are now 4-3 and

disallowed for offside several
minutes later when sophomore
Brooke Neschleba rounded the

the chances in the first half
through their pressing, build
up and passing, starting with a

header on target with 34 min-
See SOCCER, Page 19
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St. Francis’ Maia Jimenez goes up for a shot in the game against
Archbishop Mitty Jan. 28.

while the Monarchs are now 7-0
and in first.

tied for third in the West Catho-
lic Athletic League standings,



SOCCER

From Page 18

keeper after a diagonal run
across the box, while forward
Bella Mariona had a shot that
rattled the crossbar with 13
minutes left. Neschleba and
midfielder Anya Lin retained
possession and drove the team
forward, taking passes from
the backline, turning and driv-
ing towards the Homestead de-
fense. The Eagles were reward-
ed for their dominance with
five minutes left in the first half
when Mariona slotted home
the opening goal on a rebound
in the box.

“It really just felt like finally
all the stuff we had been work-
ing on all season clicked,” Va-
ladez said. “It’s a young group,
so it’s taken a bit to put it all to-
gether, but really proud of the
upperclassmen and seniors for
staying patient and the fresh-
men coming out with no fear
and battling against really good
players.”

The Eagles (4-7-2) are now
3-3-1in Santa Clara Valley Ath-
letic League De Anza Division
play, tied with Mountain View
and Homestead for third. A
year after winning the league,
the season started slowly in
nonleague play after losing 10
seniors. The Eagles lost their
first four games and two of
their first three league games.
Valadez said playoffs are uncer-
tain due to the losses at the start
of the season but believes the
development of playing against
teams in the division will help
next year and the year after
for a group with two freshmen
on the backline in Fernanda
Mendieta and Dylan Harrison.

“Young group,” Valadez
said. “We only have four or five
seniors and starting six fresh-
men. It’s a rebuild, so to speak,
but I couldn’t be more proud of
the group we have. The culture
of the team is great. They come
to training ready to improve.
Win, lose, draw from games,
smiles on faces, fist-bumping
each other, always looking for-
ward to the next day. Our re-
cord looks a little worse than
how we are, but I couldn’t be
more happy with the group.”

To pitch an idea for
the Sports section
or to comment on its
content, email section
editor Curtis Driscoll
at curtisdelatc.com.

MCKAYLA KAO/TOWN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN
Eagles midfielder Anya Lin prepares to play a pass for the Los
Altos attack against Homestead.

MCKAYLA KAO/TOWN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN
Top: Los Altos defender Selya Sen controls the ball with a
Homestead player near her during the game Wednesday. Bot-
tom: Los Altos players chase after the ball.

All subscription renewals
are going online,
effective July 1, 2025.

Please forward your
email address to

K;\ subscriptions@latc.com.
We need your email address

SPRING BASEBALL

FOR BOYS & GIRLS
AGES 5-8

ALL EXPERIENCE LEVELS WELCOME!

LAST CALL!!
REGISTER FOR T-BALL &
MINORS A BY FEB 23RD!!

& 1practice (weekday) & 1 game
(weekend) per week

& Season runs early March to late May

i3 All games and practices are at
Purissima Park & Los Altos school fields

Learn more and sign up at:

LOSALTOSLITTLELEAGUE.COM

FoLLOW US
LEARN MORE / ON
a: REGISTERHERE @ i INSTAGRAM
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J99 W EVELYN TERRACE #3]

SUNNYVALE
1 BEDROOM | 1 BATHROOM | 822 +/-SAQ.FT.

-y

" OPEN SAT. 1:30-4:30pm & SUN. 12-3pm

Stunning One Level Condo & Close to All Commutes!

Don't miss this beautifully remodeled end unit, ground floor with private patio & one level 1 bedroom & 1 designer bath condo with an
open floor plan (822 +/-sf), including a newer kitchen with stainless appliances, LD/DR combo with office area, new flooring throughout
& large primary bedroom with double closets! It features inside washer and dryer unit! It is located in one of the most private areas of
The Courtyard Community & close to all commutes!

Enjoy cooking in the custom kitchen with new abundant oak cabinetry, granite countertops & high-end stainless appliances with an open
dining area that could be used as an office adjacent to the large living room with views of the beautiful patio and stunning flowers. Ideal
for entertaining!

Recent upgrades include new hardwood flooring and LVT in the bathroom, washer & dryer, custom paint inside and out, new landscaping
& flowers on the private patio! Low HOA dues ($720 incl water, garbage, sewer) & features pool, tennis courts & clubhouse! Close to all
easy commutes & top ranked Fremont High! Perfect for a first-time home owner or new to the Bay Areal

Top ranked schools: Ellis, Sunnyvale Middle & Fremont High!
Offered at $599,000!

LYNN NORTH 7]

L.NORTH@THEAGENCYRE.COM
650.703.6437 | DRE #01490039

LYNNNORTH.COM

THEAGENCY

©2024 UMRO Realty Corp., dba The Agency. Registered service marks all rights reserved. The Agency fully supports Equal Housing Opportunity laws. CalDRE #01904054. 160 MAIN STREET | LOS ALTOS, CA 94022
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Celebrate Love: Date night ideas

By Christina Casillas
Staff Writer/christinac@latc.
com

eing in love is fun. The
B inside jokes and shared

experiences, the affec-
tion, getting to know someone
and be as equally known by
them, are all so special.

While it’s important to
cherish and remind those we
love of how special they are on
any day of the year, Valentine’s
Day and the weeks leading up
to the holiday are fitting op-
portunities to do so.

Whether it be a day filled
with activities, a home date or
a long weekend trip - possible
for many as Valentine’s Day
2025 lands on the Friday be-
fore President’s Day - here are
some local date ideas for those
looking to do something with
their boos.

o Filoli Historic House
and Garden. This sprawling
Woodside estate located at 86
Cafiada Road has something
for everyone: trails, a beauti-
ful historic home, a lush gar-

den, shops and food. Whether
it be a couple of hours or a full
day of exploring the grounds,
Filoli offers opportunities
for hand-holding walks and
a memorable shared experi-
ence.

« Visit a close seaside town.
Stroll along the streets of
downtown Half Moon Bay or
go to Johnson Pier and walk
along the many pathways
leading to and from the pier.
If you're looking for a place to
eat, Ketch Harbor Pub (For-
merly Ketch Joanne’s), located
at 17 Johnson Pier, is my fa-
vorite spot in town. You could
also make the trip further
north to Pacifica to walk along
the areas near the Pacifica Mu-
nicipal Pier, or go on a short
(0.6 mile-long) hike along the
Cypress Trail. The Cypress
Trail, located in the Fitzgerald
Marine Reserve, has multiple
ocean outlooks and connects
the Coastal Trail to the Bluff
Trail.

« Build a Lego set together.
My partner Ryan loves build-

ingLegos. We’ve built multiple
sets together, including a Lego
Chevy Camaro, Mercedes
AMG G 63 and Mercedes
AMG SL 63 F1, and an orchid
set he got me. While it’s a fun
opportunity to create some-
thing you can later display
with your significant other, it
also reveals how well you work
together.

o Cook a meal together.
Making lunch or dinner can
be quite monotonous, a chore
for many, but doing it inten-
tionally and with someone
you love can be rewarding:
Not only do you get to spend
time with one of your favorite
people, but you get a delicious
meal out of it. Whether you're
following one of Town Crier
columnist Christine Moore’s
delicious recipes, or creating a
recipe all your own, making a
meal with your partner can be
very enjoyable.
 Repeat your first date. When
you met your partner, did you
get dinner? Go to the movies?
Grab a cup of coffee? What-

CHRISTINA CASILLAS/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER
Building Lego sets together can be a fun activity for couples.

ever it was, do it again. First
dates can be sentimental; may-
be it was awkward, a memory
of which you both look back
upon and laugh, or maybe it

was dreamily perfect. What-
ever the case, first date part
two can remind you both of
how your relationship started
and how far you’ve come.

Let love lead the way tO these Valentine’s Day dishes

By Christine Moore

the word “compass” in it. Right at the

Irecently realized that compassion has
beginning. It’s something I should

Silicon Valley Sips

as they are kind to our shared planet.

Heat oven to 425F.
Cook edamame according to package
instructions. Drain and rinse well with

cold water. Set aside.

Pat salmon fillets dry with paper

have noticed ages ago, I suppose. None-
theless, now that I see it, I can’t unsee it.
Turns out, both words share the etymo-
logical root meaning: “move together.”
Honestly, I can think of no more reliable,
truer compass to guide our direction
than compassion.

To my mind, compassion is love in
action. So of course, letting love lead the
way through life makes great sense. I
suspect that whenever you have moved
in the direction of empathy, tender-
heartedness, sympathetic curiosity,
patient understanding or trust, you have
found yourself to be exactly where you
were meant to be. Compassion is as reli-
able a compass in finding our way to one
another’s hearts as it gets.

I find compassion to be a great guide
for feeding ourselves and others as well.
These recipes, inspired by love, are great
for celebrating Valentine’s Day or any
other day when you want to express your
love with flavor. One recipe is made for

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHRISTINE MOORE
This salmon salad is best served shared
with those one loves.

sharing, another for self-caring. And the
last recipe, well, it’s made with choco-
late, so it’s good for just about every-
thing.

In addition to creating recipes that
seek to care for my loved ones, these
recipes also aim to be compassionate to
our planet. With primarily plant-based
ingredients, these dishes are as delicious

Swoon-worthy salmon
salad

This fresh and flavorful, dinner-wor-
thy salad couldn’t be simpler to make. In
part, because it uses store-bought salad
kits. It’s so good and so sharable it makes
indulging loved ones in a healthy, tasty
meal trouble-free. The recipe will make
more than you may even need to feed
your family. Folks love it when I text that
I've got more of this salad than we can
eat. Sharing leftovers is a great way to
give friends and neighbors a bit of love.

« 2 bags cabbage-based Asian salad
mix, such as Taylor’s (Note: Save for later
the mix-ins that may come with salad
kit)

* 2-4 ounce salmon fillets

« 1 tablespoon olive oil

o 1 120z bag, frozen shelled edamame

« 2 avocados

o 1 English cucumber

* 8-9 green onions

towel, then place on parchment paper-
lined baking sheet. Drizzle olive oil
evenly over salmon, then season well
with generous sprinkling of sea salt and
freshly cracked pepper. Bake for 10-12
minutes.

While salmon cooks, add all the
vegetables to a large bowl, and mix the
salad dressing (below). When salmon is
cooked, remove from oven and flake into
pieces using a fork.

Toss salad with dressing. Add salmon
flakes atop and gently stir through. Taste
for seasoning and add salt and pepper if
needed.

Sesame dressing

¢ 1/4 cup olive oil

¢ 1/4 cup rice wine vinegar
« 1 tablespoon maple syrup
« 2 teaspoons tamari

« 1 teaspoon Dijon mustard

See RECIPES, Page 23
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L Potit PBeistro

FRENCH RESTAURANT SINCE 1989

Cételettes DAgneau au
$ Jus et aux Herbes de
& Provence
.

Enjoy a complimentary glass of house wine with this
dish and mention of this ad.

Tue-Sat 5:00pM—8:00PMm

House made bread included with each order

(650) 964-3321
1405 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View

N
Cafe Vitale 4

TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

Mangia bene, stai bene! Eat well, stay well!

Complementary glass ofsparklmg
wine for couples. (Must be 21+
years old, limited to availability)

SPECIAL EVENTS:
Italian Nights
Featuring Benito Rossetti
and his accordion -
February 14 & 28
Live Piano Music
Make your Monday dinner
special with live piano music -
February 10th & 24th

Come for the delicious food, stay
for the welcoming atmosphere.
We can’t wait to have you!

OO Call us today to reserve your table! Reservations are recommended. 2=°

~ FULL BAR SERVICE AVAILABLE ~

LUNCH DINNER
Mon - Fri 11AM -2PM Mon - Fri 5pM - 9PM
Sat & Sun 12pM - 3PM Sat & Sun 3pM - 9PM

<

See our full menu at www.cafevitale.com
650-559-1500 | 987 Fremont Avenue, Los Altos

Do you need to
have a Legal or
Public Notice
published?

Then look no further than the Los Altos Town Crier.

The Town Crier’s unmatched service can take
care of your Fictitious Business Name Statement,
Notice of Probate, Name Change and much more.

For more information,
contact Melissa at

(650) 397-5208,
or email:
legals@latc.com
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Choco-Stroll
sweetens up
downtown

Town Crier Staff Report

omething sweet is com-
S ing to downtown Los

Altos, just in time for
Valentine’s Day: The Los Altos
Village Association is hosting
its third Downtown Choco-
Stroll 2-5 p.m. Saturday along
State and Main streets.

“Each year we have added
new chocolatiers, brought
back favorites, and enhanced
the overall experience for
our ticketholders,” said Scott
Hunter, executive director of
the Los Altos Village Associa-
tion. “This year, in addition to
enjoying samples of premium
chocolate, desserts, baked
goods, ice-cream and boozy
hot chocolate across 17 tasting
sites, guests can temper their
own fresh chocolate in the gor-
geous Rustic Room.

“Chocolate pairing with
wine will also be found in this
special room behind Rustic
House Oyster Bar & Grill.
And, since this is a Valentine’s
Day event, visitors can browse
and shop for their sweetheart
while engaging with local busi-
ness owners, chocolatiers, con-
fectioners, and bakers to learn
more about their craft. The
(chocolate) icing on the cake is
the whole community can de-
light in the live music through-
out downtown, adding to the
vibrantly sweet atmosphere.”

Tickets are $45, $50 the
day of the event. For more in-
formation, visit downtown
losaltos.org.

IT 0-Go Order.De-al

SHELLY BOWERS/TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTOS
Above are scenes from the inaugural Choco-Stroll in 2023.
Participants can tour retail shops and restaurants, sample
chocolates, listen to live music and basically have a sweet time
in downtown Los Altos. This year’s event is scheduled 2-5 p.m.
Saturday.

MOUNTAIN VIEW
LOCATION HOURS

MONDAY
, Closed
' TUESDAY - FRIDAY | .
4pm-Spm -
SATURDAY & SUNDAY
1Zpm-2pm

Mot valid on Party Trays, Family Dinner Deal Packages or
erders placed on DoarDash. Present coupon o your cashier.

LOCATION

This offer expires 2/8/2025.
*VALID AT MOUNTAIN VIEW LOCATION OHLY.

(650) 963-4142
www.GlorglositalianFood.com




Be My Valentine

RECIPES

From Page 21

« 1 clove garlic, grated

o 1 inch fresh ginger, peeled
and grated

« 1/4 teaspoon turmeric

« 2 teaspoons sesame seed oil

¢ 1/2 teaspoon each salt and
pepper

Alternatively, use your favor-
ite store-bought sesame salad
dressing.

Hot and spiced baked
sweet potato

This is my go-to dinner when
I'm eating alone. It feels like a
bowl of self-love. By baking one
more sweet potato, the recipe
makes enough for two - perfect
for a cozy date-night in.

« 1-2 sweet potatoes,
scrubbed

« 1/4 English cucumber,
seeds removed and rough cut

¢ 1/4 avocado, cubed

« 1 tablespoon finely diced
red onions

« Small bunch curly parsley

» Handful pitted kalamata
olives, coarsely chopped

o 1 can chickpeas, rinsed and
dried

« 2 teaspoons olive oil

e Tahini drizzle (below)

Heat oven to 425F.

Using a pairing knife, care-
fully create five to seven small
slices in the skin of the potato
- this allows steam to come out
while potato is baking.

Place prepared sweet pota-
toes on parchment lined sheet
pan and bake for 45-65 minutes
depending on size.

Add a tablespoon of the Sha-
warma seasoning mix (below)

While potatoes bake, pre-

650-880-1000
THE AMESWELL

HOTEL

pare all the other toppings and
the tahini drizzle (below). Set
aside while you cook the chick-
peas.

Dry the drained and rinsed
chickpeas on a towel. This is
important for ensuring they get
a bit crispy when cooked.

Heat a non-stick pan over
medium-high heat. Add olive
oil. When oil begins to shim-
mer, add the dried chickpeas.
Sautee beans for 4-5 minutes
or until slightly browned all
over, shake the pan or stir with
wooden spoon to ensure even
browning.

shawarma seasoning

e 1 teaspoon cumin

o 1 teaspoon smoked paprika

¢ 1/2 teaspoon ground cori-
ander

¢ 1/2 teaspoon onion powder

* 1/2 teaspoon garlic powder

* 1/2 teaspoon turmeric

o 1/4 teaspoon dried oregano

o 1/4 teaspoon all spice

* 3/4 teaspoon each sea salt
and pepper

Add all ingredients to a
small bowl and mix until fully
combined. This will make more
Shawarma seasoning than
needed. Use leftovers with olive
oil as a marinade or simply mix
with yogurt for a tasty vegetable
dip.

Tahini drizzle

« 3 tablespoons tahini

¢ Juice of one lemon

« Flake salt, such as Muldoon

o Warm water as needed

Add all ingredients to small,
shallow bowl. Mix well, adding
small amounts of warm water
(one teaspoon at a time) to thin
if needed. You want it to be thin

www.rogerbarandrestaurantcom

ROGER

800 Moffett Blvd, Mountain View, CA 94043

enough to drizzle.

Top cooked sweet potatoes
with chickpeas and other top-
pings then drizzle with tahini
mixture and enjoy!

Healthy heart bark

Valentine’s Day without
chocolate just doesn’t seem
right. This indulgent choco-
late bark is easy to make and
easy to share. Heart-healthy,
antioxidant-rich ingredients
pack the sweet treat with flavor
and goodness. Gifting a bag of
this bark will surely make loved
ones feel adored.

¢ 2 cups chopped walnuts

¢ 9 ounces dark chocolate,
broken into pieces or use choco-

»

Tickets available thru Humanitix.com

“lr

RUSTIC HOUSE

DYSTER BAA AHD EAILL

T

e

DOWNTOWNLOSALTOS.ORG |

SAMPLE |

STROLL |

late chips

o 1 cup dried sour cherries

« 2 tablespoons, plus one tea-
spoon, finely chopped crystal-
lized ginger

« 1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract

« Flaky sea salt, such as Mul-
doon Sea Salt Flakes

Heat a non-stick pan over
medium. Add chopped walnuts
and let toast, keeping an eye on
them and periodically stirring.
This will take only a few min-
utes. Pour onto cool surface,
such as a plate, as soon as lightly
toasted.

Line a second baking sheet
with a piece of parchment pa-
per. In a glass bowl, melt choco-
late in a microwave oven at high

and shopping specials!

@DTLOSALTOS

EXPLORE

=T v\

THE LOS ALTOS VILLAGE
ASSOCIATION PRESENTS

DOWNTOWN LOS ALTOS

VALENTINE’S

Choco-Stroll

SAT / FEB 8 / 2PM-5PM

Ticket holders enjoy an afternoon of sweet

samples, chocolate demonstrations

ASSOCIATION

SUPPORTING
DOWNTOWN

in 30-second bursts, checking
and stirring in between bursts.
Stop just before fully melted,
add vanilla and mix to fully
melt.

Stir in the walnuts, cherries
and crystallized ginger until
evenly coated.

Scrape the mixture onto
the prepared baking sheet and
spread it out - it may not fill
the entire sheet but fairly close.
Sprinkle a small amount of
flaky sea salt evenly over the
top.

Pop in the refrigerator for
20 minutes or until firm. Cut or
break into pieces.

Separate into small bags and
gift to friends.

DISCOVER
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Volkswagen EV minivan
brings new buzz

By Mike Hagerty

eads turn. Thumbs
are raised. Big smiles
all around. That’s the

reaction when people see the
2025 Volkswagen ID.BUZZ for
the first time.

About that name.

VW uses the “ID.” Prefix for
all its electric vehicles. Here
in the U.S., that’s the ID.4
SUV (“On The Road,” August
2021), the ID.7 fastback sedan,
and now the ID.BUZZ, which
is meant to resemble the old
Volkswagen Type 2, which
most folks called the “VW
Bus.”

They were wildly popular
in the 1960s, especially here
in Northern California, where
they were essentially the offi-
cial vehicle of the countercul-
ture. Seemingly everyone of a
certain age has a VW Bus story,
though some of the details may
be fuzzy in the haze of passing

time and then-felonious-but-
now-legal smoke.

You’ll find rough but run-
ning examples, still wearing
their original yellow-on-black
California plates and a smidge
or more of rust on their bum-
pers, doing daily driver duty
along Highway 1 from Santa
Cruz to Pacifica. Restored ex-
amples frequently sell for six
figures at auction, with at least
three having gone for more
than $200,000.

Auto Review

America hasn’t seen a VW
bus in more than 20 years, since
the 2003 departure of what was
then branded the Volkswagen
Eurovan. So its return is a big
deal, made bigger by the fact
that the ID.BUZZ is an EV.

Like the revival of the VW
Beetle (“On the Road,” Sep-

MIKE HAGERTY/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

The 2025 Volkswagen ID.BUZZ transforms a culture icon into a new electric vehicle option.

tember 2019), it has nothing in
common with the old Bus, oth-
er than styling meant to evoke
a beloved VW icon. And it does
that exceptionally well, with

its loaf-of-bread shape and its
available two-tone paint jobs.
Clever design abounds in-
side as well, with three rows of
seating, tons of headroom and

legroom, and some cutting-
edge tech including a giant
sunroof that uses electrochro-
mic glass instead of a sunshade

Beware heating failures in cars:

By Matt Pataky

n the past few months, we have
Iseen an uptick with climate control

systems failing. The most noticeable
problem has been heater systems in
late model Audi. In the past month, we
have had one 2015 Q5 and one 2018 Q7
come in with no heat in the cabin. The
customers said they could turn on the
heating and air conditioning system
(HVAC), but no heat came from the
vents. We also had one 2018 Q5 owner
state that once he turned on his heating
and air conditioning system, there was
a strange noise emanating from the
center vents and with the heat on, only
cold air came out. Two of the three
cars had similar problems, and one was
different.

I will start by talking about the
2018 Q5. This customer stated that
there was a strange sound from the
center vents when the heat was turned
on and that he only got cold air. He
also said that the driver’s side of the
window was fogging up on the inside.
Once we got the car in the shop, we
first confirmed the problem. The next
thing we did was connect the factory
scan tool and pull codes from the
heating and air condition system. We
pulled three codes: the B11AF fresh
air recirculation flap for mechanical
failure, B1092 07 motor recirculation
flap for mechanical failure and B10C9

07 motor left side vent flap for me-
chanical failure.

Before I really get into this prob-
lem, let’s talk about the HVAC control
system first. When you turn on the
fan, you can choose AC, heat, defrost
or vent. The control system has to
command actuators to divert air from
different ducts in the HVAC control
box (inside the front dash). If one
of those actuators cannot divert the
airflow properly, you will have a prob-
lem.

See VOLKSWAGEN, Page 25

Matt the Mechanic

How to handle climate control systems

After pulling the codes, we used
the scan tool to command all five
HVAC control actuators. Once we got
to the fresh air actuator, we were un-
able to command it. We checked the
signal to the actuator, and it was OK.
We then called the customer and told
him we had to replace the fresh air ac-
tuator first and retest. After removing
the fresh air motor, we checked the
fresh air flap first. If the flap was stuck
or broken it may have caused the fresh
air actuator to break in the first place.
The flap was OK, so we replaced the
fresh air actuator. Once the actuator
was installed, we had to go back and
set endpoints (adaptations) for all
the actuators. Once the new actuator
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Columnist Matt Pataky explains his process for fixing cars with various issues.

was installed and adapted, the system
worked fine.

The 2015 Q5 and 2018 Q7 were
a different problem. Sand is used
during the casting process of engine
blocks. Some sand gets embedded in
the metal when the molten metal is
poured. Poor mold quality, poor cast-
ing coatings, poor sand quality and
inadequate procedures can cause this
sand to work itself out after the engine
has run for a while. The sand usually

erodes inside the engine cooling sys-
tem. The sand then starts to accumu-
late in the engine block and coolant
passages. Eventually, a large amount
of sand is distributed throughout the
coolant system. Once the sand reaches
the heater core, it slowly blocks the
heater core passages. Soon, the heater
core will be completely blocked and
unable to function.

See MECHANIC, Page 25



On the Road

VOLKSWAGEN

From Page 24

to block out or let in the solar
rays.

If you ever experienced the
old VW Bus, you know it was
noisy and slow. A 1967 Type 2
had 52 horsepower, and a zero
to 60 time of close to one full
minute.

The ID.BUZZ, being elec-
tric, is silent and surprisingly
quick - zero to 60 in 6.6 sec-
onds for the rear-wheel-drive
model, which has 282 horse-
power, and 5.5 seconds for the
335-horsepower all-wheel-
drive, which is as quick as the
VW GTI sport hatchback.

The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency says the all-wheel-
drive version of the ID.BUZZ,
which I drove, should go 231
miles on a single charge, with
a mile per gallon equivalent
(MPGe) of 80. Many review-
ers report getting better re-
sults, with a charge lasting 260
miles or more. That could be
from downhill stretches, re-
generative braking, tailwinds
or driving style. While it’s an
improvement, it’s still a fairly
low range in this day and age,
and could limit sales.

One thing I'm fairly sure
will limit ID.BUZZ sales is its
pricing. The least expensive
trim level is the Pro S. Two-
tone paint jobs aren’t available.
It comes in white, black or sil-
ver. That’s it. And it starts at
$59,995. If you want the extra-
cost two-tone paint job, the
13-speaker, 700-watt Harman
Kardon premium sound sys-
tem, retractable trailer hitch,
head-up display, overhead view
camera, hands-free liftgate and
easy-open/close sliding doors,
and the adjustable storage sys-
tem, you need to move up to

SUNNYVALE
FOREIGN
CAR SERVICE

Matt the Mechanic
Columnist for the
Los Altos Town Crier's
“On the Road” section

BMW | AUDI
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The 2025 Volkswagen ID.BUZZ starts at $59,995 and can go 231
miles on a single charge in the all-wheel drive version.

the Pro S Plus, which begins at
$63,495.

Those are rear-wheel drive
models. Getting it with its ex-
tra 53 horsepower requires the
Pro S Plus 4MOTION. That’s
$67,995. But if you want literal-
ly everything the ID.BUZZ has
to offer, including two-tone
paint as standard instead of an
extra-cost option, the electro-
chromic sunroof — well, that’s
the Ist Edition, available in
RWD at $65,495 or in an AWD
4MOTION model with a base
price of $69,995. That’s $71,545
with destination.

That’s sticker shock defined.
And the DMV online calcula-
tor tells me that tax and license
for that price come to $7,296,
for a total of $78,841.

So, very nearly $80,000.

The 2025 VW ID.BUZZ is
unique. It is the only electric
minivan currently for sale in
the United States. If and when
it has competition, those other
vehicles won’t look like the
ID.BUZZ or have the emotion-
al link to an iconic vehicle.

Volkswagen is making a big

push with electric vehicles as
public penance for its diesel
cheating scandal of nearly a
decade ago, which cost them
$14.7 billion in fines to the EPA
and a $2 billion investment in
the Electrify America charging
network.

I can’t help but wish they’d
introduced the ID.BUZZ as a
gasoline/electric hybrid, with
base prices between $41,995
and $49,995. There’d be lines
out the door of VW dealers
across the country.

Maybe I'm wrong, but even
in tech-friendly Northern Cali-
fornia, a $70,000-plus electric
minivan with a below-average
range seems like a tough sell.

Mike Hagerty, past vice
president of membership for
Western Automotive Jour-
nalists (waj.
org), has
been writing
about  cars
since  1997.
Read more of
his reviews at
MikeHager-
tyCars.com.

SPECIALIZING IN MINIs & BMWs

15 PIONEER WAY
MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA

(On the corner of Pioneer & Evelyn)

650-960-6988 e SUNNYVALEFOREIGNCAR.COM

SUBARU | TOYOTA | LEXUS | MAZDA | ACURA | HONDA | VW | MINI

MECHANIC

From Page 24

Both the 2015 Q5 and
2018 Q7 heater cores were
completely plugged. The big
problem is that removing
the heater core is extremely
expensive. Also, there is no
guarantee that the heater
core will not plug again.
Because of this, both of our
customers decided to live
without heat for now.

We have been research-
ing this problem, and it is
possible that VW has a new
chemical that might be able
to dissolve the sand, yet
it is time-consuming and
also very expensive with-
out a guarantee of solving
the problem. Basically, this
new procedure is to add the

chemical and then perform a
coolant exchange about five
times. The newer Audi and
VW coolants have extended
life, but with this new infor-
mation, it makes sense to per-
form coolant exchanges more
frequently. If our customers
decide to perform the pro-
cedure or replace the heater
cores, I will write about it.
Matt Pataky owns Sunny-
vale Foreign Car Service, 15
Pioneer Way, Mountain View.
For more . s
informa- |- '
tion, call
(650)
960- 6988
email
sfesmv@
gmail.com
or visit
sunnyvaleforeigncar.com.

REITMEIR’
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GERMAN CAR SPECIALISTS

309 FIRST STREET

650.941
WWW.RW-INC.COM

e Porsche

e Mercedes Benz
s BMW

e Audi

e Volkswagen

e Mini

Los ALTOS
. 4331

given. Highly recommended.” J.G
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" Y s €501 Bl

SEEVICE YOL! CAR TRLIST SIMNCE 1963

NOT JUST AUTO REPAIR
BUT AUTO CARE

“Excellent service. Very attentive in getting me in and out, and made two
recommendations that saved me money versus other advice I'd been

Schedule your appointment by calling us today:

650-961-0302

Open Monday-Friday 8 am-5:30 pm

2037 Old Middlefield Way
Mountain View
www.deansautomotive.com
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Subaru Outback offers
cost-efficient option

By Mike Hagerty

wo months after my re-
view of the Mercedes-
Benz E 450 4MATIC

All-Terrain (“On the Road,”
December 2024), I'm ready to
sing the praises of the station
wagon yet again as a solid al-
ternative to heavier, rougher-
riding and harder-to-park
SUVs.

From shortly after World
War II until the mid-1980s,
station wagons were common
sights on the streets of the Pen-
insula and all over America. In
both 1964 and 1977, you could
choose from a record 47 differ-
ent station wagon models.

I have always believed a
comically altered Ford LTD
Squire’s appearance (as the
“Family Truckster”) in the
movie “National Lampoon’s
Vacation” in 1983, followed
just months later by the debut
of the first Chrysler minivans
(Dodge Caravan and Plym-
outh Voyager), was the turning
point.

Now, there are six station
wagon models. Five of them -
two Audis, one Porsche, one
Volvo and the Mercedes - are
from Europe and carry above-
average price tags. The Benz,
you may recall, started at
$74,700 and had a sticker price
with options and destination

charges of $83,610.

Then there’s the Subaru
Outback from Japan. The Out-
back carries just as many peo-
ple (five) as the Mercedes, and
more cargo (32.6 cubic feet be-
hind the second-row seat, 75.6
cubic feet with that row fold-
ed). Both wagons are all-wheel
drive. Like the Benz, in top-of-
the-line Touring XT trim, it’s
nicely equipped. Unlike the
Benz, the Outback Touring
XT begins at $42,795 ($44,215
including destination).

Auto Review

The Outback Touring XT
has a 2.4-liter turbocharged
Boxer four-cylinder engine
with 260 horsepower and 277
pound-feet of torque. That’s
enough for zero to 60 sprints
of about six seconds flat. That
may be a second and a half
slower than the Mercedes, but
it’s still quick by any objective
measure.

If youre thinking there’s
more good news when it comes
to fuel economy, there’s a bit of
a surprise. The Outback and
the E 450 4MATIC All-Terrain
tie in the EPA’s city estimate -
22 mpg - and the Benz beats
the Subaru in the highway
figure, 31 to 29. Credit the

MIKE HAGERTY/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

The new Subaru Outback starts at $42,795 with better cargo options than similar Mercedes models.

Mercedes’ 48-volt mild hybrid
system and its nine-speed au-
tomatic transmission over the
Outback’s continually various
transmissions.

The Outback Touring XT
comes with a long list of stan-
dard equipment, including
a comprehensive suite of ac-
tive safety features, 18-inch
wheels, dual-zone automatic
climate control with air filtra-
tion, navigation, a Harman
Kardon audio system with
HD Radio and a four-month
subscription to SiriusXM sat-
ellite radio, a heated, leath-
er-wrapped steering wheel,

Nappa leather-trimmed up-
holstery, heated and ventilated
front seats (12-way power-ad-
justable for driver and eight-
way power adjustable for front
passenger), heated rear seats,
keyless entry, pushbutton start
and a hands-free power tail-
gate.

The only extra-cost option
on our test vehicle was $141
for all-weather floor liners,
putting the bottom line on the
window sticker at $44,356.

Quick enough, reason-
ably frugal on gasoline, nicely
decked out in Nappa leather,
and with an all-wheel drive for

GOLD STAR SERVICE

GOLD STAR SERVICE IS OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU TO PROVIDE

TIMELY & CONSISTENT AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES WITH INTEGRITY,
QUALITY & VALUE. FOR OVER 38 YEARS, WE ENSURE THAT EACH
& EVERY CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE IS THE HIGHEST STANDARD OF

CUSTOMER ASSISTANCE & SATISFACTION. YOU DRIVE THE BEST

& YOU SHOULD EXPECT THE BEST SERVICE.

COMPLETE MAINTENANCE & REPAIR: All European, Asian

& Domestic Vehicles

VALET SERVICE: Local pick up and drop off

CONVENIENT EARLY BIRD/NIGHT OWL DROPOFF:
Forms and key drops for our customers

CHECK OUT: We can take payments over the phone,
remote pay, and email you a copy of your receipt for a

zero contact pick up.

...........................................

.............................. .

CALL US OR BOOK ONLINETO

Todd Gotham % % % %

Some limitations may apply.

“Honest and trustworthy. Amazing
communication and scheduling is easy.”

(650) 567-4484
www.alliedautoworks.com
2073 Grant Road Los Altos, CA 94024
Monday to Friday 8:00am - 5:00pm

__________________________

$25 off REPAIR!

i $25 off any service $150 or more. One Special per visit. i

_________________________

Not valid with other offer or special.
Special must be presented in advance.

___________________________________________________

WINMER OF

ALLIED AUTO WORKS

W

Expires in 30 days

weekend getaways to Tahoe, ...
and at a price of $39,000 and
change below the Mercedes.
The Subaru Outback Touring
XT makes a strong value argu-
ment for itself.

Mike Hagerty, past vice
president of membership for
Western Automotive Journal-
ists (waj.
org), has
been writing
about  cars
since  1997.
Read more of
his reviews at
MikeHager-
tyCars.com.

Hello,
neighbor!

Please stop by and say, “Hil”
I'm looking forward to serving
your needs for insurance and
financial services.

Like a good neighbor,

State Farm is there.’

CALL ME TODAY.

Dwight Matthews, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0810205
1564 Miramonte Avenue
Los Altos, CA 94024

Bus: 650-948-8164
Mon-Fri 9:00am to 5:00pm
After Hours by Appointment
Weekends by Appointment

o StateFarm”

1001013.1

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL
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Luna Mexican Kltchen to pay for downtown parking spaces

Town Crier Staff Report

una Mexican Kitchen,
leated for an early 2025

opening at 143 First St.,
has a licensing agreement with
the city of Los Altos to use 26
parking plaza spaces - spaces
needed because the restaurant
is underparked.

The resaurant is taking over
the once-buzzing location that
housed shuttered downtown
restaurants Bumble and House
On First.

The agreement was pre-
sented as an informational item
at the Jan. 14 Los Altos City
Council meeting.

“The proposed restaurant
requires an additional 26 park-
ing stalls than what is available
onsite,” read a staff report. “The
city is able to provide parking
in adjacent parking plazas for
a set fee as determined in the
adopted fee schedule set by the
city council.”

In this case, Luna will pay
$12,636 annually, $486 per stall.

The futility of predicting
stock market returns

TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTO

143 First St., as photographed in June 2024, will house Luna Mexican Kitchen.

“This is the same process that
has been in place for the Los Al-
tos Grill for several years,” said
Assistant City Manager Nick
Zornes. “We executed a park-
ing license agreement with

Luna (the same way we did for
the Los Altos Grill) which will
allow them to meet the park-
ing demand of their business
use with parking in the adja-
cent parking plazas. The park-

ing that they are leasing from
the city will be unassigned
(in any public parking plaza),
and will be unmarked as
stipulated in the executed
license agreement.”

There are no updates from
those at Luna Mexican Kitchen
about when the restaurant in
Los Altos will open.

Luna is farm-to-table res-
taurant with two locations in
the South Bay. The first loca-
tion was opened by Jo Ler-
ma-Lopez, a natural chef and
restaurateur.

She opened the first Luna lo-
cation in 2017 off the Alameda
in San Jose and opened another
two years later in Campbell.

Lerma-Lopez told this publi-
cation in June 2024 she had al-
ready filed permits with the city
and was positive about getting
the restaurant up and running
in early 2025.

“We have great architects,
and we’ve done a lot of back
end work already,” Lerma-
Lopez said. “.. We work with
fantastic contractors and ar-
chitects. It would take about
10 months to get everything
done once the permit process is
complete, which we’re almost
there, hopefully.”

RECENTLY SOLD LISTINGS

By Artie Green
ne year ago I wrote about the
O stock market predictions that
major investment banks and
brokerages seem to feel is a necessary
part of their marketing (see tinyurl.com/
stockmarketpredictions).

Why they spend the time, effort and
money to come up with these guessesis a
mystery to me, particularly because those
predictions are almost always wrong,
often spectacularly. If you recall, back
then I reported that over 80% of econo-
mists surveyed by the Financial Times in
2022 predicted a U.S. recession sometime
in 2023 that never happened. And in
January 2023 the consensus among Wall
Street firms was that the S&P 500 would
end that year with a 4.4% gain. The actual
return turned out to be over 24%.

This year is no exception. I repeat here
the end of year 2024 price predictions
(and returns) of the S&P 500 made by
some of the top financial firms back in
January 2024:

 JP Morgan Chase: 4200 (-12%)

» Morgan Stanley: 4500 (-5.5%)

» Wells Fargo Securities: 4625 (-3%)

» UBS Global Wealth Management:
4700 (-1.5%)

e Bank of America: 5000 (+5%)

o Deutsche Bank & Goldman Sachs:
5100 (+7%)

Nest Egg Briefs

The actual return was 23.3%. Unsur-
prisingly they all missed it by well over a
mile. Why? As I've said before, predict-
ing something as complex as the average
price return of the shares of stocks of the
500 largest companies in the U.S. is not
just difficult. It’s impossible.

The price per share of any stock at
any point in the future is based on two
factors: (1) the company’s earnings per
share times (2) the price/earnings (P/E)
ratio (the price investors are willing to
pay for each dollar of earnings). When
the stock’s P/E ratio is higher, it means
that investors are willing to pay more for
the same level of earnings from that com-
pany as compared to when its P/E ratio is
lower, and vice-versa. That’s what’s called
investor sentiment. Individual company
P/E ratios fluctuate all the time and you
can aggregate them to reflect investor
sentiment with respect to the overall
market at any given moment.

In order to predict a company’s future
price per share, you first have to be able
to accurately predict the actual profits
of each of those companies at year-end.

See STOCKS, Page 29

1617 DALLAS COURT

LOS ALTOS, CA 94024

$4,203,225 | 5 BEDS | 3.5 BATHS
Sold over $200K with 3 offers

"II Fm :| nn - ::;1':'-'-'

970 SEQUOIA DRIVE

LOS ALTOS, CA 94024

$4,510,000 | 3 BEDS | 2.5 BATHS
Sold over $1M over list price with 13 offers

Call Lynn to see what she can do for your home!

LYNN NORTH

650.703.6437
LIC. #01490039
LynnNorth.com

L.NORTH@THEAGENCYRE.COM

037 RANERE COURT

SUNNYVALE, CA 94087

$4,055,000 | 4 BEDS | 3.5 BATHS
Sold over $1M over list price with 17 offers

\ JUSTSOLD! 1

20173 SOMERSET DRIVE

CUPERTINO, CA 95014

$3,300,000 | 3 BEDS | 2.5 BATHS
Sold over $500K with 13 offers

7]

THEAGENCY
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The local real estate market in review

By Alex French

Special to the Town Crier

he year 2024 presented a

I complex landscape for the

real estate market, character-
ized by a juxtaposition of challenges
and growth. The tech sector faced a
recession marked by layoffs and con-
cerns over Al advancements, while
simultaneously experiencing signifi-
cant valuation increases in various
companies and assets. This period
of adjustment saw companies reca-
librating their workforces, moving
past the over-hiring trends of the
pandemic era, and embracing new
technologies in anticipation of the
evolving economy.

The Federal Reserve’s efforts to
combat persistent inflation, which
hovered around 3% for much of
the year, resulted in a reduction to
approximately 2.5% by year-end.
This was achieved through two
interest rate cuts — 0.5% and 0.25%
- with indications of further re-
ductions in 2025. Despite these
monetary  policy  adjustments,
mortgage rates remained relatively
high, averaging around 6%. Nota-
bly, a brief dip to 4.875% in July al-
lowed for temporary relief for some

buyers.

In the face of elevated interest
rates, the local real estate market
demonstrated resilience. A notable
10% increase in property prices dur-
ing the last quarter, following the
Federal Reserve’s initial rate cut in
September, signaled a resurgence in
buyer urgency. This trend suggests
a growing confidence that the mar-
ket has moved past its lowest point,
prompting buyers to act before a
broader market recovery intensifies
competition, especially given the
limited housing inventory.

A significant  development
in 2024 was the widespread imple-
mentation of return-to-office (RTO)
policies by many companies.

The era of indefinite remote
work concluded as employers lev-
eraged workforce reductions to
encourage a return to physical
office spaces, citing data indicating
higher productivity in such envi-
ronments. This shift has led to in-
creased demand for housing closer
to workplaces, although challenges
persist in the commercial real es-
tate sector due to an oversupply of
vacant office spaces and a trend to-
ward companies operating with re-
duced physical footprints.

2025 Predictions

As we transition into 2025, several
key factors are poised to influence
the real estate market:

Interest rates: Anticipated further
reductions by the Federal Reserve
may lead to more favorable mortgage
rates, stimulating buyer activity.

Inventory levels: The ongoing
scarcity of available homes will con-
tinue to create competitive condi-
tions among buyers. However, pre-
paring your property strategically
remains critical to achieving top dol-
lar in any market, ensuring it appeals
to the widest pool of potential buy-
ers.

Economic indicators: The tech in-
dustry’s adaptation to new technolo-
gies and the broader economic cli-
mate will continue to play a pivotal
role in shaping market dynamics.

For both buyers and sellers, stay-
ing informed and agile in response
to these evolving trends will be es-
sential for making sound real estate
decisions in the coming year.

Nicholas French is a Los Altos
Hills resident and realtor in Los
Altos and Los Altos Hills. For more
information, text or call (650) 773-
8000 or wvisit RealtorNickFrench.
com.

Beware of federal grant
application aid scam

Better Business Bureau

atch out for
third parties
claiming  to

help with your U.S. gov-
ernment grant registra-
tion.

Government impostor
scams take on new twists,
seeking to trick unsus-
pecting consumers and
businesses. In the newest
version, third-party com-
panies offer businesses
help with managing their
registrations for the U.S.
System for Award Man-
agement, SAM.gov, for
a fee. SAM.gov is a free
U.S. government registry
for vendors doing busi-
ness with the govern-
ment. According to the
SAM.gov official website,
users can register to do
business with the U.S.
government, update busi-
ness entity registrations,
search for records, assis-
tance, contract opportu-
nities, data reports and

BBB Scam
Alert

access publicly available
award data.

How it works

You receive an email
from what appears to be a
SAM.gov representative
stating that your registra-
tion is set to expire some-
time soon. You are threat-
ened with delaying or
losing business funding
or even at risk of having
your registration deleted
within the system. You
are instructed to update
your information imme-
diately using a link and
a unique case code pro-
vided in the correspon-
dence. If you follow the
link, you'll be taken to a
third-party registration
center website claiming

See GRANT SCAM, Page 29

1242 Green Oak Lane, Los Altos
Listed for $4,688,000 and sold for $5,810,000

Mary’s Recent Sales

1585 Siesta, Los Altos
Sold for $5,560,000

SOLD!
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SOLD!

370 Yerba Santa, Los Altos
Sold for $8,780,000
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MOVE UP

MARY SANBROOK

Broker Principal

Call Me Today: 650.269.0888

Website: MarySanbrook.com
DRE #01943961

Exceptional Service.
Extraordinary Resulls.
Luxury Market Specialist.

Los Altos | Los Altos Hills | Atherton | Woodside
Palo Alto | Portola Valley | Menlo Park | Mt. View
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Transactions

Los Altos

1070  Mercedes  Avenue  #10,
Visionary Development LLC to S. & A.
Hughes for $1,100,000

23691 Camino Hermoso Drive,
Npi Debt Fund I Lp to P. Gao for $3,500,000

1625 Austin Avenue, Mcgrew Trust to
Z.& Y. Lai for $3,700,000

677 Spargur Drive, Sf21G LLC to
P. & C. Wang for $4,450,000

555 South El Monte Avenue, S. & C.
Zimmermann to Maddipatla Living Trust
for $6,350,000

559 South El Monte Avenue, S. &
C.Zimmermann to Varma Family Trust for

rabadi for $1,788,000

125 Flynn Avenue, Grandwell LLC to
G. & R. Basu for $2,090,000

13098 Franklin Avenue, E. Wong to W.
&Y. Zhang for $3,550,000

Total sales
Los Altos

Total sales: 6

Lowest sale: $1,100,000
Highest sale: $8,375,000
Average sale: $4,579,200

Mountain View

$8,375,000

Mountain View
1393 West

Middlefield

Total sales: 3

Lowest sale: $1,788,000
Highest sale: $3,550,000

Road,

Summerhill W Middlefield LLC to N. Meh-

Average sale: $2,476,000

- CalREsource

GRANT SCAM

From Page 28

to help businesses that
do business with the
federal government and
you’ll be prompted to
pay the third-party for
your renewal.

BBB files indicate
that the services listed
in this BBB Business
Profile have a pattern of
complaints concerning
non-service  provided
after payment is made.
Consumer complaints
state that they signed up
for the SAM Program
and, after paying, are not
able to reach the busi-
ness, and services for the
program have not been
completed as advised.
BBB contacted the busi-
ness in September 2021
about the pattern of
complaints but has not
received a response at
this time.

Avoiding the
scam

Never pay for SAM.
gov registration. SAM.
gov is a free U.S. govern-
ment registry that does
not require a fee to reg-
ister, renew or update
your registration. If you
receive an email from a
company offering to help
with your registration or
renewal for a fee, it’s best
to ignore it.

Verify directly with
the agency. If someone
claims to be from a gov-
ernment agency, contact
the agency using its of-
ficial website or phone
number. Never use the
contact information pro-
vided by the caller or
emailer.

Know how govern-
ment agencies operate.
Legitimate agencies like
the IRS, Social Secu-
rity Administration, or
Service Canada will not

demand immediate pay-
ment, threaten arrest, or
ask for sensitive infor-
mation over the phone,
email, or text.

Check email exten-

sions. Official govern-
ment  correspondence
usually comes from
“gov” or “mil” ad-

dresses. Messages from
Gmail, Yahoo, or similar
domains claiming to be
government-related are
scams.

Protect your personal
information. Avoid shar-
ing sensitive details like
Social Security or So-
cial Insurance numbers,
bank account details, or
passwords unless you ini-
tiate contact with a veri-
fied agency.

Report any suspi-
cious contact to the Fed-
eral Trade Commission
(FTC) at reportfraud.ftc.
gov or through the BBB
Scam Tracker.

A ¢
K, ALEXWANG | rainmaker

REAL ESTATE

STOCKS

From Page 27

That’s something even their own
CEOs have difficulty doing, what with
changes to competition, regulations,
cost of capital, etc., during the period.
The impossible part is to predict
investor sentiment. What causes
investors to change the price they’re
willing to pay for each earnings dol-
lar? A myriad of things, most of which
are impossible to predict. Sometimes
it happens quickly, such as after the
Fed announced (only?) a 25 percent-
age point rate cut last December 18th.
Other times investors can become very

optimistic, as we saw after the election
results last November. But how can
anyone know what investor senti-
ment will be at any point in the future?
Without knowing that, there’s no way
to predict future stock prices.

The top Wall Street firms have
already come up with their predictions
for 2025. But I'm not going to bother
to track them this time. They’ll most
likely be wrong again.

Los Altos resident Artie Green is

founder of Cognizant Wealth Advi-
sors (DBA: Perigon Wealth Manage-
ment, LLC, a registered investment
advisor). For more information, visit
cognizantwealth.com.

JUST LISTED!
4149 EL CAMINO WAY SUITE A, PALO ALTO

;"’/‘

Welcome to an exceptional office condo in the bustling city of Palo Alto! Extremely well-
maintained building with manicured landscaping and competitive COA. This unit provides
1,224 square feet of use with four individual offices, one conference office and two private
bathrooms. The subject property is close by retail and prestigious institutions including
the renovated San Antonio Center, Tesla dealership and Stanford University. With historic
neighborhoods, diverse attractions, and entertainment, shopping, and nightlife district, Palo
Alto is an exciting destination for business. Current leases are month to month. Prime location
for an owner/user looking to start or expand their business. Zoning does allow for medical/
dental practices. Please do not disturb tenants, contact Nick to schedule a showing.

Realtor, SRES

Lic# 02127246

(650) 279-8695

nwemyss@intero.com

NICK WEMYSS

INTERO

A Berkshire Hathaway Affiliate
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OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY
2:00-4:00PM

+ Custom luxury home built in 2012

- 5 bedrooms, office, and 4.5 baths
on two levels

- Approx. 5,074+/- sf of living space
- Lot size of 1.07 acres (46,609+/- sf)

- Adjacent to 60-acre Packard
Foundation apricot orchard

- Lovely views of the Bay and Valley

+ Stunning kitchen and family room
combination

Page 30 | Los Altos Town Crier | February 5, 2025

25611 Vinedo Lane LOS ALTOS HILLS

Luxurious Rustic Mediterranean Vineyard Estate o

+ Upstairs primary bedroom suite

with fireplace and view balcony

- Heated loggia with built-in Viking

barbecue, fire pit terrace, bocce
court, and Pinot Noir vineyard

+ Great location just 2 miles from

downtown Los Altos

- Excellent Los Altos schools: Gardner

Bullis Elementary, Egan Junior High,
and Los Altos High (buyer to confirm
enrollment)

SUSAN SIMS
Broker Associate

P DRE# 01408349

650.743.1838

susan.sims@theagencyre.com
SusanSimsHomes.com

[74

THEAGENCY

JUST LISTED

Offered at $9,998,000 E -.E
25611Vinedo.com

[&]+

All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed
reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice.
No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Also available by appointment



OPEN SAT & SUN February 8 & 9, 2:00-4:00pm

N e . Kathy
| Bridgman’s

NEW LISTINGS
OF THE WEEK

English Estate on 2.4+ Acres with Amazing Views
14345 Saddle Mountain Drive, Los Altos Hills

« Spacious solar-powered home with  Extra-large lower-level primary suite with
5 bedrooms, tremendous office, and 5.5 baths fireplace and views

 Approximately 5,015 square feet of » Main-level guest suite, mezzanine-level
living space (not verified by Compass) bedroom and bath, plus two lower-level

+ Approximately 2.447 acres with sweeping bedrooms and bath
views of the western hills (not verified by + Attached 3-car garage with EV charging
Compass) and wine room

 Dramatic living room with fireplace, » Vast entertainment deck with built-in
sitting room, and formal dining room barbecue

- Chef’s kitchen, casual dining area, and + Highly regarded Palo Alto schools
family room combination with fireplace

+ Multi-person, fully customized office Offered at $5,495,000
with tremendous storage and adjacent 14345SaddleMountain.com

outside entrance

OF 2 9, 2:00-4:00p

(SO
D

@)

a

@ o)

O

T — ATHY BRIDGMAN

C— BROKER ASSOCIATE ©

#1Individual Agent in Los Altos &

Los Altos Hills 2014 — 2024
Based on $ volume per 2014 — 2024 MLS

? 1 : #10 Individual Agent in Northern California
il st RealTrends, 2024

#123 Individual Agent in the U.S.
RealTrends, 2024

650.868.7677
s b kathy@kathybridgman.com
Newly Remodeled Gem with Pool and East Bay Hill Views DRE #01189798
517 Outlook Drive, Los Altos kathybridgman.com
* 4 bedrooms and 3 baths . Threedoldzittiaonﬂl bedrooms are served by a Showing Appointments Available
* Approximately 2,615 square feet of living remodeled bat . Please call 24 hours in advance:
space (not verified by Compass) » Lower-level recreation room and remodeled 650.868.7677
+ All new engineered hardwood floors in the bath with access to the pool DA
main living areas on both levels * Front lawn, large covered front deck, and El’i'ﬁEl
« Entire walls of glass in living room and separately fenced, solar-heated pool with - : wn
recreation room, each with fireplace and expansive patio space W
views of the pool, across the valley, and « Attached 2-car carport with direct entry to E <
out to the East Bay hills the home N
« Remodeled all-white kitchen features new + Approximately 0.87 acre (37,897 square feet; Compass i the brand name used for services provided by one or more
quartz countertops and subway-set tile not verified by Compass) et brover censed b the Sute of Calfornc and, abidos by Eavel 2
backsplashes breserie beran s tendefo riormational Puposes oy and
« Privately located primary suite with newly Offered at 34,695,000 Ei?ﬁg:gaﬁ'f)"r?cif’ﬁfn?ﬁﬂi}mj: or tﬁfh'irzv“vi,lh:;iy"ﬁidie:;eﬁ?ﬁ% ©
remodeled bath 5170utlook.com easirements and sauare foctage are cpproximate. O
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.SAT 2/8 = SUN 2/9
2 2—4PM

$7,198,000

5 BEDS = 4.5 BATHS = 4,494 SQ FT = 10,062 SQ FT LOT

Built in 2018, this Contemporary French Chateau showcases the finest materials and impeccable design, where every element
comes together seamlessly. With a thoughtful floorplan featuring an open kitchen and family room, a charming breakfast nook,

and a large veranda perfect for entertaining, this home is a true testament to quality and attention to detail.

www.1014Russel.com

#109 IN THE U.S.
OUT OF 1.5M AGENTS

PER REALTRENDS, 2024

s ALy
vo N

€ Ny HEd

™ On. AGENT \\7‘7 / .
NicHOLAS FRENCH \/ p
CONSISTENT TOP 1%  REALTOR 6507738000

, REALTORNICKFRENCH.COM
DRE#01350085 | 467 FIRST STREET #200 | LOS ALTOS, CA 94022 CHRISTIE'S NICK@REALTORNICKFRENCH.COM

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

OVER $1 BILLION
IN PROPERTY SALES

SERENO

This information was supplied by third party sources. Sales Associate believes this information is correct but has not verified this o o @ REALTORNICKFRENCH

information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyer should verify accuracy and investigate to Buyer's own satisfaction.
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Public Notices

TOWN OF LOS ALTOS HILLS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
FOR

2025 Sanitary Sewer Repair
and Replacement Project

1. BID OPENING. Bids will be re-
ceived by the City Clerk of the Town
of Los Altos Hills, California, until
2:00 p.m. on Thursday, Febru-
ary 20, 2025, at which time they
will be opened and read aloud. Bids
shall be submitted in sealed enve-
lopes marked on the outside "Bid
For 2025 Sanitary Sewer Re-
pair and Replacement Project”.

2. WORK DESCRIPTION. This proj-
ect consists of improving various
segments of the existing sanitary
sewer system. The scope of work
for base and alternate bids includes,
but not limited to, mobilization and
demobilization; potholing all cross-
ing utilities; cleaning/de-rooting and
color video inspection of the sewer
mains prior to construction; replac-
ing existing sewer mains with the
pipe bursting method method; re-
placing existing sewer mains with
the open trench method; rehabilitat-
ing an existing sewer main with the
cured-in-place method; reconnecting
sewer mains to existing manholes;
modifying the concrete flow chan-
nel; reconnecting 4" sewer laterals
to new sewer mains; installing new
sewer manholes; raising manhole
frames and covers to grade; provid-
ing post-installation cleaning, and
color video inspection; repair and/or
replacement of pavement markings,
restoring all improvements disturbed
by the project at various locations
throughout the Town of Los Altos
Hills; replacing landscape in kind
to the original condition; replacing
the asphalt pavement, and replacing
all damaged properties caused by
this work; and doing all appurtenant
work as shown and described in
the contract documents with the title
of 2025 Sanitary Sewer Repair
and Replacement Project dated
1/27/2025 and on file in the of-
fice of the Public Works Director.
The Engineer’s Estimate for Base
Bid and five Add Alternate bids is
$765,000. The project Plans and
Specifications/Contract Documents
can be downloaded from the Town
of Los Altos Hills website at https://
www.losaltoshills.ca.gov/Bids.aspx.

3. WORKING DAYS. Work under
this Contract is to be com-
pleted in EIGHTY (80) work-
ing days for BASE BID and
THIRTY (30) working days for
five ADD ALTERNATE BIDS.

4. CONTRACTOR'S LICENSE. Both
Class "A" and Class “C-36”
Contractor’s Licenses are required
for bidders to bid on this project.
If a bidder does not have the
required license classifica-
tions, the bidder’s bid pro-
posal shall be considered as
non-responsive and the bid will
be rejected. No bid will be ac-
cepted from a Contractor who has
not been licensed in accordance
with Chapter 9, Division 3 of the
Business and Professional Code.

5. BID DEPOSIT. A Bid Deposit
equals to at least ten percent (10%)
of the total amount of the bid shall
be placed in the sealed proposal.
The Bid Deposit shall be in one
of the following forms: cash, ca-
shier's check, or certified check

payable to the Town, or bidder's
bond in favor of the Town executed
by an authorized surety company.

6. PERFORMANCE BONDS. Per-
formance guaranty bonds as
set forth in Section 4-2 of the
Special Provisions will be re-
quired from the successful bidder.

7. TOWN'S RIGHT TO REJECT
BIDS. The right is reserved,
as the interest of the Town may
require, to reject any or all
bids, or to waive any informal-
ity or minor irregularity in the bids.

8. PRE-BID METING. A pre-bid
meeting is scheduled for 10:00
a.m. Thursday, February 6,
2025 at the Town of Los Altos
Hills Town Hall located at 26379
Fremont Road in the Town of Los
Altos Hills. This meeting is to in-
form bidders of project requirements
and subcontractors of subcontract-
ing and material supply opportuni-
ties. This meeting includes field
visit to construction sites. Bid-
der's attendance is optional.

9. GENERAL PREVAILING WAGE
RATES. Pursuant to Section 1773
of the Labor Code, the general pre-
vailing wage rates in the county, or
counties, in which the work is to be
done have been determined by the
Director of the California Department
of Industrial Relations. These wages
are set forth in the General Prevail-
ing Wage Rates for this project,
available from the California Depart-
ment of Industrial Relations’ Inter-
net web site at http://www.dir.ca.gov

10. OBTAINING THE PROJECT
PLANS AND CONTRACT DOCU-
MENTS. (a) A full set of plans and
Contract Documents are available
for inspection without charge at the
office of the Public Works Depart-
ment, Town of Los Altos Hills, 26379
Fremont Road, Los Altos Hills, CA
94022. (b) Complete sets of said
Contract Documents may be pur-
chased at fifty- dollars ($50.00)
per set and are obtainable from the
office of the City Engineer/Public
Works Director, Town of Los Altos
Hills, Public Works Department,
26379 Fremont Road, Los Altos
Hills, California 94022. No re-
fund will be made of any charges
for sets of Contract Documents.
An additional charge of $10.00
will be made for each set of Con-
tract Documents sent by regular
mail with the U.S. Postal Service.

11. OBTAINING THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION SPECIFICA-
TIONS. The State of California De-
partment of Transportation Standard
Specifications and Standard Plans
may be purchased at the State of
California Department of Transpor-
tation Publication Distribution Unit,
1900 Royal Oaks Drive, Sacra-
mento, CA 95819; Telephone: (916)
445-3520; Fax: (916) 324-8997.

12. WITHDRAWAL OF PROPOSALS.
Any bid may be withdrawn at any
time prior to the time fixed in the
public notice for the opening of bids
only by written request for the with-
drawal of the bid filed with the Direc-
tor of Public Works. The request
shall be executed by the bidder or
his/her duly authorized representa-
tive. The withdrawal of a bid does
not prejudice the right of the bidder
to file a new bid. Whether or not
bids are opened exactly at the time
fixed in the public notice for open-
ing bids, a bid will not be received
after that time nor may any bid be
withdrawn after the time fixed in the

public notice for opening of bids.

13. RELIEF OF BIDDERS. As stat-
ed in the California Public Contract
Code Sections 5100 to 5110, inclu-
sive (State Contract Act) concerning
relief of bidders and in particular to
the requirement therein, that if the
bidder claims a mistake was made
in his/her bid, the bidder shall give
the Public Works Director written
notice within five (5) days after the
opening of the bids of the alleged
mistake, specifying in the notice in
detail how the mistake occurred.

14. DISQUALIFICATION OF BID-
DERS. More than one proposal
from an individual, firm, partnership,
corporation, or combination thereof
under the same or different names
will not be considered. Reasonable
grounds for believing that any indi-
vidual, firm, partnership, corporation
or combination thereof is interested
in more than one proposal for the
work contemplated may cause the
rejection of all proposals in which
such individual, firm, partnership,
corporation or combination there-
of is interested. If there is reason
for believing that collusion exists
among the bidders, any or all pro-
posals may be rejected. Propos-
als in which the prices obviously
are unbalanced may be rejected.

15. PREVIOUS DISQUALIFICATION,
REMOVAL OR OTHER PREVEN-
TION OF BIDDING. A bid may be
rejected on the basis of a bidder,
any officer of such bidder, or any
employee of such bidder who has a
proprietary interest in such bidder,
having been disqualified, removed,
or otherwise prevented from bidding
on, or completing a federal, state,
or local project because of a viola-
tion of law or a safety regulation.

16. RESPONSIBILITY FOR VERI-
FYING CONTRACT ADDENDA.
All bidders shall verify if any ad-
denda for this project have been
issued by the Town of Los Altos
Hills. It is the bidder’s responsi-
bility to ensure that all require-
ments of Contract addenda are
included in the bidder's proposal.

17. ESCROW FOR SECURITY DE-
POSIT IN LIEU OF RETENTION.
Pursuant to the California Pub-
lic Contract Code Section 22300,
for monies earned by the Con-
tractor and withheld by the Town
to ensure the performance of the
Contract, the Contractor, may,
at its option, choose to substitute
securities meeting the require-
ments of said California Public
Contract Code Section 22300.

18. SHORING AND BRACING. Pur-
suant to the provisions of the Califor-
nia Labor Code Section 6707, each
bid submitted in response to this
Notice to Bidders shall contain, as
included in each bid item, adequate
sheeting, shoring, and bracing, or
equivalent method, for the protection
of life and limb in trenches and open
excavation, which shall conform to
applicable safety orders. By listing
this sum, the bidder warrants that its
action does not convey tort liability
to the Town, Engineer, and their em-
ployees, agents and subconsultants.

19. CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF
INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS (DIR) RE-
QUIREMENTS. This Contract will
be subject to compliance monitoring
and enforcement by the California
Department of Industrial Relations,
pursuant to Labor Code section
1771.4. Under California Labor
Code section 1771.1, as amended
by SB 854, a contractor may not

bid, nor be listed as a subcontrac-
tor, for any bid proposal submitted
for public work on or after March
1, 2015, and contracts entered into
on or after April 1, 2015, unless
the contractor and its subcontrac-
tors are registered and qualified to
perform public work pursuant to
section 1725.5 of the Labor Code.
The Bidder and its Subcontractors
must be registered and qualified
to perform public work pursuant to
section 1725.5 of the Labor Code,
subject to limited legal exceptions
under Labor Code section 1771.1.

Dated: January 29, 2025
/s/ Arika Birdsong-Miller,
City Clerk
(02-05,12-25)
037-T

Oliviera Adventures, LLC
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN713209

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: Ol-
iviera Adventures, LLC, 768
Sunshine Drive, Los Altos, CA,
94024, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned by:
a limited liability company.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): Ol-
iviera Adventures, LLC, 768 Sun-
shine Drive, Los Altos, CA 94024.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/S/ Alexandra Phillippe /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 01/28/2025.
(02-05,12,19,26-25)

036-T

VOSOOGHI ENTERPRISES LLC
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN713275

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: VO-
SOOGHI ENTERPRISES LLC,
184 Blake Ave, Santa Clara,
CA, 95051, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned by:
a limited liability company.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): VO-
SOOGHI ENTERPRISES LLC, 184
Blake Ave, Santa Clara, CA 95051.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 01/29/2025.
/S/ Ardeshir Vosooghi /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 01/29/2025.
(02-05,12,19,26-25)

034-T

SWOOP N GO
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN713202

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: SWOOP N GO, 616
E Saint James St, San Jose, CA,
95112, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
Dara Ann Muller, 616 E Saint
James St, San Jose, CA 95112.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/181 Dara Muller /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa

Clara County on 01/28/2025.
(02-05,12,19,26-25)
033-T

Liquor and Food Mart
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN713062

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: (1) Liquor
and Food Mart, (2) Bay Area Te-
quila, (3) Bay Area Fine Wine, (4)
Bay Area Fine Wine & Spirits
(5) Bay Area Tequila Shop, 2339
California St, Mountain View, CA,
94040, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
River N Field Inc, 2339 Califor-
nia St, Mountain View, CA 94040.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/81  Tai J. Hsu /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 01/24/2025.
(02-05,12,19,26-25)

032-T

PRO CLEAN MOBILE DETAIL
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN713060

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: PRO
CLEAN MOBILE DETAIL, 2138
Calabazas Blvd, Santa Clara,
CA, 95051, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
Chris Madrigal, 2138 Calaba-
zas Blvd, Santa Clara, CA 95051.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/S/ Chris Madrigal /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 01/24/2025.
(02-05,12,19,26-25)

031-T

LIGHTHOUSE MINISTRY
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN712947

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business
as: LIGHTHOUSE MINISTRY,
4425 Fortran Dr, San Jose, CA,
95134, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence address of
the registrant(s) is (are): The Pen-
tecostals Of Mountain View, 2360
Walsh Ave, Santa Clara, CA 95051.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/S/ Miguel Quintero /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 01/22/2025.
(02-05,12,19,26-25)

030-T

VISUALIVE STUDIO
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN712946

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: VISUALIVE
STUDIO, 1059 Mango Ave., Sunny-
vale, CA, 94087, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a general partnership.
The name and residence ad-

dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
Miguel A. Quintero, 1059 Mango

Ave, Sunnyvale, CA 94087,
Aned Z. Forero, 1059 Mango
Ave, Sunnyvale, CA 94087.
Registrant began transact-

ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 01/01/2025.
/S8/ Miguel Quintero /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 01/22/2025.
(02-05,12,19,26-25)

029-T

AXIOS SPORTS MEDICINE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN712916

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business as:
AXIOS SPORTS MEDICINE,
1386 Sydney Dr, Sunnyvale,
CA, 94087, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
Jason Frederick, 1386 Syd-
ney Dr, Sunnyvale, CA 94087.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 12/01/2023.
/S/ Jason Frederick /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 01/21/2025.
(02-05,12,19,26-25)

028-T

GONZALEZ JANITORIAL
SERVICES LLC
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN712865

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: GONZA-
LEZ JANITORIAL SERVICES LLC,
200 E Dana St #8, Mountain View,
CA, 94041, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned by:
a limited liability company.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
GONZALEZ JANITORIAL SER-
VICES LLC, 200 E Dana St
#8, Mountain View, CA 94041.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 12/12/2024.
/S/ Eusebio Gonzalez /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 01/17/2025.
(01-29-25,02-05,12,19-25)

027-T

VALVE BODY PRO
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN712886

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business
as: VALVE BODY PRO, 1631
S 10th St, Unit A5, San Jose,
CA, 95112, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): CUS-
TOM TRANZ INC, 1631 S 10th
St, Unit A5, San Jose, CA 95112.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 08/01/2005.
/S/ Bob Sanghera /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 01/21/2025.
(01-29-25,02-05,12,19-25)

026-T
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MAYBEL TRAINING SERVICES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN712363

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: MAY-
BEL TRAINING SERVICES, 699
San Martin Pl, Los Altos, CA,
94024, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
Janahan Vivekanandan, 699 San
Martin Pl, Los Altos, CA 94024.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 07/01/2024.
/S/ Jahanan Vivekanandan /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 12/31/2024.
(01-29-25,02-05,12,19-25)

024-T

SPRY INTEGRATIVE MEDICAL
CLINIC
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN712468

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business
as: SPRY INTEGRATIVE MEDI-
CAL CLINIC, 895 Sherwood Av-
enue, Suite #100, Los Altos, CA,
94022, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
SPRY INTEGRATIVE MEDI-
CAL CLINIC, 978 Loma Verde
Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94303.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/S/ Carrie Mousseau /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 01/06/2025.
(01-29-25,02-05,12,19-25)

023-T

TSG No.: 8794491 TS No.:
CA2400290960 APN: 150-
30-04 Property Address: 932
ORMONDE DRIVE MOUNTAIN
VIEW, CA 94043 NOTICE OF
TRUSTEE'S SALE

YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER
A DEED OF TRUST, DATED
05/07/2015. UNLESS YOU TAKE
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT
A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN
EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE
OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST
YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A
LAWYER. On 03/03/2025 at 10:00
A.M., First American Title Insur-
ance Company, as duly appointed
Trustee under and pursuant to Deed
of Trust recorded 05/13/2015, as
Instrument No. 22948994, in book
, page , , of Official Records in the
office of the County Recorder of
SANTA CLARA County, State of Cal-
ifornia. Executed by: EDWARD G.
LABSON AND MARINA C. LABSON,
HUSBAND AND WIFE AS JOINT
TENANTS, WILL SELL AT PUBLIC
AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER
FOR CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK/
CASH EQUIVALENT or other form
of payment authorized by 2924h(b),
(Payable at time of sale in lawful
money of the United States) At the
Gated North Market Street entrance
of the Superior Courthouse, 191 N.
First Street, San Jose, CA 95113 All
right, title and interest conveyed to
and now held by it under said Deed
of Trust in the property situated in
said County and State described
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as: AS MORE FULLY DESCRIBED
IN THE ABOVE MENTIONED DEED
OF TRUST APN# 150-30-04 The
street address and other common
designation, if any, of the real prop-
erty described above is purported
to be: 932 ORMONDE DRIVE,
MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 94043 The
undersigned Trustee disclaims any
liability for any incorrectness of the
street address and other common
designation, if any, shown herein.
Said sale will be made, but without
covenant or warranty, expressed or
implied, regarding title, possession,
or encumbrances, to pay the re-
maining principal sum of the note(s)
secured by said Deed of Trust, with
interest thereon, as provided in said
note(s), advances, under the terms
of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges
and expenses of the Trustee and of
the trusts created by said Deed of
Trust. The total amount of the un-
paid balance of the obligation se-
cured by the property to be sold
and reasonable estimated costs,
expenses and advances at the time
of the initial publication of the No-
tice of Sale is $ 690,109.71. The
beneficiary under said Deed of
Trust has deposited all documents
evidencing the obligations secured
by the Deed of Trust and has de-
clared all sums secured thereby
immediately due and payable, and
has caused a written Notice of De-
fault and Election to Sell to be ex-
ecuted. The undersigned caused
said Notice of Default and Election
to Sell to be recorded in the County
where the real property is located.
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS:
If you are considering bidding on
this property lien, you should under-
stand that there are risks involved
in bidding at a trustee auction. You
will be bidding on a lien, not on the
property itself. Placing the highest
bid at a trustee auction does not
automatically entitle you to free and
clear ownership of the property. You
should also be aware that the lien
being auctioned off may be a junior
lien. If you are the highest bidder
at the auction, you are or may be
responsible for paying off all liens
senior to the lien being auctioned
off, before you can receive clear title
to the property. You are encouraged
to investigate the existence, priority,
and size of outstanding liens that
may exist on this property by con-
tacting the county recorder’s office
or a title insurance company, either
of which may charge you a fee for
this information. If you consult either
of these resources, you should be
aware that the same lender may hold
more than one mortgage or deed of
trust on the property. NOTICE TO
PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date
shown on this notice of sale may be
postponed one or more times by the
mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a
court, pursuant to Section 29249 of
the California Civil Code. The law re-
quires that information about trustee
sale postponements be made avail-
able to you and to the public, as a
courtesy to those not present at the
sale. If you wish to learn whether
your sale date has been postponed,
and if applicable, the rescheduled
time and date for the sale of this
property, you may call (916)939-
0772 or visit this internet website
http://search.nationwideposting.
com/propertySearchTerms.aspx,
using the file number assigned to
this case CA2400290960 Informa-
tion about postponements that are
very short in duration or that occur
close in time to the scheduled sale
may not immediately be reflected
in the telephone information or on
the Internet Website. The best way
to verify postponement information
is to attend the scheduled sale. NO-

TICE TO TENANT: You may have a
right to purchase this property after
the trustee auction if conducted
after January 1, 2021, pursuant to
Section 2924m of the California Civil
Code. If you are an “eligible ten-
ant buyer,” you can purchase the
property if you match the last and
highest bid placed at the trustee
auction. If you are an “eligible bid-
der,” you may be able to purchase
the property if you exceed the last
and highest bid placed at the trustee
auction. There are three steps to
exercising this right of purchase.
First, 48 hours after the date of the
trustee sale, you can call (916)939-
0772, or visit this internet website
http://search.nationwideposting.
com/propertySearchTerms.aspx,
using the file number assigned to
this case CA2400290960 to find
the date on which the trustee’s
sale was held, the amount of the
last and highest bid, and the ad-
dress of the trustee. Second, you
must send a written notice of intent
to place a bid so that the trustee
receives it no more than 15 days
after the trustee’s sale. Third, you
must submit a bid, by remitting the
funds and affidavit described in Sec-
tion 2924m(c) of the Civil Code, so
that the trustee receives it no more
than 45 days after the trustee’s sale.
If you think you may qualify as an
“eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible
bidder,” you should consider con-
tacting an attorney or appropriate
real estate professional immediately
for advice regarding this potential
right to purchase. If the sale is set
aside for any reason, the Purchaser
at the sale shall be entitled only to
a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further re-
course against the Mortgagor, the
Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attor-
ney. Date: First American Title Insur-
ance Company 4795 Regent Blvd,
Mail Code 1011-F Irving, TX 75063
FOR TRUSTEES SALE INFORMA-
TION PLEASE CALL (916)939-
0772NPP0469943 To: LOS
ALTOS TOWN CRIER 01/29/2025,
02/05/2025, 02/12/2025
(01-29-25,02-05,12-25)

022-T

NOTICE OF PETITION TO

ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

ROBERT EMMETT HEARN
CASE NO. 24PR198863

To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be in-
terested in the WILL or estate, or
both of ROBERT EMMETT HEARN.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has
been filed by JUNE LISE HEARN
in the Superior Court of Cali-
fornia, County of SANTA CLARA.
THE PETITION FOR PRO-
BATE requests that JUNE LISE
HEARN be appointed as per-
sonal representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be
admitted to probate. The will and
any codicils are available for exami-
nation in the file kept by the court.
THE PETITION requests author-
ity to administer the estate under
the Independent Administration of
Estates Act . (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without ob-
taining court approval. Before tak-
ing certain very important actions,
however, the personal representa-
tive will be required to give notice
to interested persons unless they
have waived notice or consented to
the proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will be
granted unless an interested per-
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son files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why the
court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
02/10/25 at 9:01AM in Dept. 2
located at 191 NORTH FIRST
ST., SAN JOSE, CA 95113
IF YOU OBJECT to the grant-
ing of the petition, you should ap-
pear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written ob-
jections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may
be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a con-
tingent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issu-
ance of letters to a general personal
representative, as defined in sec-
tion 58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the date
of mailing or personal delivery to
you of a notice under section 9052
of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any
petition or account as provided
in Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form
is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
Benjamin D. Harvey, Esq.
7011 Sylvan Road, Suite B
Citrus Heights, CA 95610
(916) 448-6700
(01-22,29-25,02-05-25)

021-T

SRI KRISHNA BALARAM
GOSHALA
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN712742

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: SRI
KRISHNA BALARAM GOSHALA,
2425 Old Calaveras Rd, Milpitas,
CA, 95035, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): INDIA
HERITAGE FOUNDATION, 680 E.
Calaveras Blvd, Milpitas, CA 95035.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 01/14/2025.
/S/ Kishore Reddy Nan-
dyala Veera Ven /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 01/15/2025.
(01-22,29-25,02-05,12-25)

019-T

SRI KRISHNA BALARAM
MANDIR
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN712741

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: (1)
SRl KRISHNA BALARAM MAN-
DIR, (2) SATTVAM, 680 E. Ca-
laveras Blvd, Milpitas, CA,
95035, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): INDIA

HERITAGE FOUNDATION, 680 E.
Calaveras Blvd, Milpitas, CA 95035.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 01/14/2025.
/S/ Kishore Reddy Nan-
dyala Veera Ven /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 01/15/2025.
(01-22,29-25,02-05,12-25)

018-T

PIZZA VISA
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN712632

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: PIZZA
VISA, 382 Spar Ave, San Jose,
CA, 95117, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is
(are): Saman Taghavi, 382
Spar Ave, San Jose, CA 95117.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-

tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 02/16/1990.
/S/ Saman Taghavi /

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 01/10/2025.
(01-22,29-25,02-05,12-25)

017-T

NATIONAL AUTO
REGISTRATION LLC
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN712652

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: NATIONAL
AUTO REGISTRATION LLC, 2520
Old Middlefield Way, Mountain View,
CA, 94043, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned by:
a limited liability company.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
NATIONAL AUTO REGISTRA-
TION LLC, 2520 Old Middlefield
Way, Mountain View, CA 94043.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 01/01/2025.
/S/ Gabriela Marquez /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 01/13/2025.
(01-22,29-25,02-05,12-25)

016-T

UPTURN
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN712185

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: (1) UP-
TURN, (2) PRECISE HEALTH, INC,
660 S Springer Road, Los Altos,
CA, 94024, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): PRE-
CISE HEALTH, INC, 660 S Spring-
er Road, Los Altos, CA 94024.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/S/ William Davidson /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 12/23/2024.
(01-22,29-25,02-05,12-25)

015-T

COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA
PETITION OF
CHRISTIANA HUI ZENG
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
25CV455607

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
1. Petitioner: Christiana Hui Zeng
filed a petition with this court for a
decree changing names as follows:

Present Name:
a. Christiana Hui Zeng

Proposed Name:
a. Hui Zeng

2. THE COURT ORDERS that all per-
sons interested in this matter ap-
pear before this court at the hear-
ing indicated below to show cause,
if any, why the petition for change
of name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the name
changes described above must file
a written objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the mat-
ter is scheduled to be heard and
must appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should not
be granted. If no written objec-
tion is timely filed, the court may

(b) The address of the
court is: 191 North First
Street, San Jose, CA 95113.

3. A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at least
once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in
the following newspaper of gen-
eral circulation, printed in this
county: Los Altos Town Crier
Date: 01/03/2025
/s/ LE Jacqueline Duong
Judge of the Superior Court
(01-15,22,29-25,02-05-25)

013-T

JAE JEWELRY
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN712491

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: (1)
JAE JEWELRY, (2) JAE JEW-
ELRY COMPANY, 1525 Mira-
monte Avenue #3014, Los Altos,
CA, 94024, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned by:
a limited liability company.
The name and residence address of
the registrant(s) is (are): JAE JEW-

tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 02/01/2025.
/S/ Julie Eckstrom /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 01/06/2025.
(01-15,22,29-25,02-05-25)

012-T

LASHES NEARBY
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN712427

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: (1)
LASHES NEARBY, (2) PRETTYBE
BEAUTY INC, (3) PRETTYBE
BEAUTY, (4) PRETTYBE, 1730
S Bascom Ave #19, Campbell,
CA, 95008, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s)
is (are): LASHES NEARBY
BEAUTY & ACADEMY, 1763
Cheney Dr, San Jose, CA 95128.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/S/ Phuong Lam /
This statement was filed with the

grant the petition without a hearing.

Registrant
NOTICE OF HEARING 05/11/2025

at 8:45 a.m. Room: Probate

ELRY COMPANY LLC, 11000 Beech-
wood Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024.
began
ing business under the ficti-

County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 01/03/2025.
transact- (01-15,22,29-25,02-05-25)

011-T

Datebook

Datebook items are run on a space-
available basis for entertainment,
events, classes and groups run by non-
profits in our circulation area (pri-
marily Los Altos, Los Altos Hills and
Mountain View). The deadline is noon
Tuesday for the next week’s paper.
Submit notices via email to bruceb@
latc.com and include a contact name,
phone number and fee to participate

(if applicable).
EVENTS

Downtown  Choco-Stroll.
chocolates while touring downtown Los
Altos. Hosted by the Los Altos Village As-

sociation. 2-5 p.m. Feb. 8. Information:

Sample

downtownlosaltos.org.

Los Altos Main Library. All events held
in the main library, 13 S. San Antonio
Road, unless otherwise indicated. Mon-
day Meditation & Mindfulness, 10:30
a.m. Mondays, 10:30 a.m. Los Altos Main
Library, 7 p.m., Woodland Library, 1975
Grant Road. Poetry Community Hour
Open Mic, 7 p.m., first Wednesday of
every month; Bay Area Games Day, 10
a.m. to 8 p.m., third Saturday of every
month. Slow Flow Yoga. 2 p.m. Mondays
throughout January and February. Bring
amat to this low intensity class that starts
with slow yoga movements suitable for
those who are new to yoga and interested
in a gentle practice. Other events: Write
a Love Poem at Lunchtime. 12:30 p.m.
Feb. 14. Visitors invited to write a poem
at lunchtime. Presented by Poetry Los
Altos. Meet in Pod D. UC Master Gar-
dener Maria Guerra is scheduled to give
atalk 7 p.m. Feb. 19 on purple vegetables
that grow locally. Wednesday travel
night, 7 p.m., Feb. 26. Photographer John

Gayler is scheduled to present a photo-
graphic journey across the Iberian Penin-
sula from Lisbon and Gibraltar, through
the Moorish cities of Andalucia, and on
to Madrid. Programs are free and open to
the public. No registration necessary. Los
Altos Library, 13 S. San Antonio Road,
Los Altos. 650-948-7683. Information:
sccld.org/events/losaltos.

Los Altos Library-Commonwealth
Club, World Affairs, 7-8:30 p.m. Feb. 5,
Los Altos Main Library, 13 S. San Anto-
nio Road. Mikhail Rubin, investigative
journalist, addresses the topic, “Vladimir
Putin as Paranoid Leader: What Do We
Really Know about the President of Rus-
sia?” Rubin is deputy editor-in-chief of
Proekt and a 2025 John S. Knight Fellow,
Stanford University. Free. Seating is lim-
ited. Information: peninsula@worldaf-
fairs.org. Click on Silicon Valley.

CLUBS/GROUPS

Assistance League of Los Altos. Char-
itable organization benefiting youth
of Santa Clara County. Fundraising
shop open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday
through Saturday. Located at corner of
Third and State streets. (650) 941-2610
and assistanceleague.org/losaltos.

Kiwanis Club of Los Altos. Service or-
ganization. Meets at noon every Tues-
day at Neutra House Conference Cen-
ter, 181 Hillview Ave. losaltoskiwanis.
org, (650) 735-1552.

GreenTown Los Altos. Nonpartisan
group of citizens helping the commu-
nities of Los Altos and Los Altos Hills
become more sustainable. Information:
greentownlosaltos.org.



ELENORA
NELSON

January 30, 1929 -
December 24, 2024

Elenora May Nelson was gently
handed into our Heavenly Father’s
care on Christmas Eve, 12-24-24 in
her Los Altos home of 60 plus years.
Affectionally known as Ellie, she was
born on 01-30-29 in Lodji, California
and was part of a farming family
of nine children. After graduating
from Lodi High School, she moved
to Sacramento where she attended
college and worked as an executive
secretary. She met her husband
Edward Henry Nelson while in
Sacramento and they were married
in 1952. In 1954, after the birth if
their daughter Adele, they moved
to Menlo Park and then in 1960
they moved to their home in Los
Altos. Edward passed away in 2016
after 64 years of marriage. Edward
and Ellie were 60 plus year faithful
members of Menlo Park Presbyterian
Church where they served on various
committees. Ellie was a Bible Study
Fellowship Leader and lead many
to Christ. Ellie led the young mom’s
class at Menlo Park Presbyterian for
20 years and many of those women
remained in contact with Ellie until
her death. Ellie also led bible studies
in her home and attended a bible
study until her passing. Ellie was a
wonderful cook and seamstress; she
played tennis, downbhill skied, took
ballet classes, and played bridge: She
was a lot of fun! In 1961 Ed and Ellie
adopted a daughter, Kristy Ann when
she was 3 months old and loved her
completely until she was tragically
killed in an auto accident in 1984.

Ed and Ellie have one surviving
daughter, Adele Nelson Fischbach,
two grandchildren, Nichole Marie
Bradford, and Adam David Fischbach
and three great-grandchildren,
Braydon, Emily and Cole with one
more expected in February. Ellie has
one surviving sibling, Joan Benjamin
from Fresno, California, and many
devoted nieces and nephews.

There will be a Memorial
service on Thursday March 20,
2025, at 2:00pm at the Menlo Park

OBITUARY NOTICE

Presbyterian Church. In lieu of
flowers, donations in memory of
Elenora Nelson may be made to
Mount Hermon Conference Center,
37 Conference Drive, Felton, CA
95078.

NINO J.
CEFALU

November 11, 1936 -
November 30, 2024

Nino J. Cefalu, aged 88, passed
away peacefully at his home in
Scottsdale, Arizona, surrounded by
family, on November 30, 2024.

Born in 1936, in Beaver Dam,
Wisconsin, Nino was the cherished
son of Nino Sr. and Teresa Cefalu,
who immigrated from Sicily.

Nino’s life was marked by
dedication to family, the Catholic
Church and profession. He was a
devoted husband to his beloved
wife, Barbara, with whom he shared
70 wonderful years. Together, they
raised six children, nurturing a
family that would grow to include
14 grandchildren and 10 great-
grandchildren. Nino is survived by
his wife, Barbara; his sons, Nino and
Allen; his daughter, Teresa; and his
brother, John.

Nino was a devout Catholic
and an active member of the
Catholic community, participating
as a parishioner and a contributor
to many charities. He took over
his father’s tax accounting firm in
Sunnyvale in 1964. In appreciation
ofhis distinguished service given to
his community, Nino was awarded
the Outstanding Young Man Award
in 1969. Nino’s commitment to his
work and community was evident
throughout his career.

Throughout his life, Nino
embraced adventure and the
outdoors. He was an avid traveler
and scuba diver, and his passion for
running led him to complete several
marathons. He also enjoyed biking,
snow skiing, and winemaking,
pursuits that reflected his zest for
life and exploration.

Nino J. Cefalu will be

remembered for his unwavering
love for his family, his professional
integrity, and his adventurous spirit.
His life was a testament to the values
of faith, family, hard work and the
joy of living fully. He will be deeply
missed by all who knew him.

A funeral will be held at St.
Nicholas Catholic Church, in Los
Altos, CA, on February 15, 2025, at
11:30 am, followed by a Celebration
of Life reception. Nino will be laid to
rest at a private family burial at Gate
of Heaven Cemetery.

PAUL]J.

March 13, 1936 -
December 2, 2024

Paul J. Gonella, a cherished
educator, coach, and dedicated
community member, passed away
on December 2, 2024, at the age of
88 of heart failure. Born in Merced,
CA, on March 13, 1936, Paul’s life
was marked by his unwavering
commitment to serving the Los
Altos community.

Paul’s educational journey
began at Merced High School and
continued at San Jose State, getting
a Masters Degree In History, and
culminating in a Law Degree from
Santa Clara University. In August
1959, he married Marigene Cain and
welcomed children Michelle (Shelly)
and Michael. In 1985, Paul met
Ellen Akerlund, whom he married
later that year. He then helped raise
her children, Danielle and Austin
Moore.

Paul is best remembered as
“Mr. G”, a history teacher, wrestling
coach, and Vice Principal at Egan Jr.
Highin Los Altos, CA. Paul’s passion
for American history, including his
own immigrant family history and
growing up during WWTII, helped
him bring history to life for his
students. Paul loved reconnecting
with his former students later in
life, often when he was teaching
their children. Paul was also known
for his many jokes during the day

eliciting groans from students over
his 4 decades of teaching. He also
posted a Famous “Quote of the
Week” in his room to give everyone
perspective into great minds over
the eons.

Following his retirement after
42 years of teaching at Egan, Paul
remained actively involved in the
Los Altos community as a member
of the Los Altos Rotary Club and a
volunteer at the Los Altos History
Museum, and other senior activities.
Paul was an avid reader and a lover of
classic movies. Throughout his life,
Paul committed himself to learning,
self-improvement, and contributing
to his community. Paul is survived
by his wife Ellen, children Michelle
(Shelly) and Michael, step-children
Danielle and Austin, and seven
granddaughters and two grandsons.

A community celebration
of life will be held March 15, at
4 p.m. at the Los Altos History
Museum patio - RSVP at https://
evite.me/1FhC7h8hX9. In lieu of
flowers, the family kindly requests
that donations be made to the Los
Altos History Museum or a charity
of your choice. Paul’s memory will
forever be cherished by those whose
lives he touched.

THOMAS
ADAMS

February 23, 1940
-December 4, 2024

Thomas Hedgcoxe Adams
died peacefully in Los Altos, CA,
on December 4, 2024.

Heis survived by his loving wife
of 47 years, Pam, daughter Kelly of
San Francisco, son Jeffrey, daughter-
in-law Caitlyn, and grandchildren
Theodore and Eloise of Scituate,
MA, and son Michael and daughter-
in-law Danielle Reoppelle of San
Ramon. He is preceded in death by
his father Tom, mother Laura, and
sister Pam.

Tom was born on February
23, 1940, in Roswell, NM, and grew
up in Phoenix where he graduated
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from North Phoenix High School
in 1958. He then went on to Arizona
State University where he graduated
with a business degree and met his
first wife, Wilma. Tom and Wilma
got married in 1962 and moved to
the Bay Area where they welcomed
a baby girl, Kelly, into their home.
In San Francisco, Tom started his
career in supply chain management
at Del Monte while taking night
classes at Santa Clara University —
earning an MBA in 1967. Tom and
Wilma would both go on to remarry.

Tom met Pam while working
at American President Lines. They
got married in 1977 and would
welcome two sons, Jeffrey and
Michael. In 1986, they moved to
Los Altos where Tom worked for
several tech companies, including
Apple, Fairchild, and Cisco, until his
retirement in 2000.

Tom loved crosswords, jazz,
and a good book, and was constantly
picking up new hobbies like sailing,
photography, woodworking, and
piano. Tom and Pam loved traveling
together with friends and family
— on new adventures to China,
Vietnam, Italy, and Machu Picchu,
and old favorites like Hawaii,
Yosemite, and the Lair of the Golden
Bear at Pinecrest Lake. Tom loved
to make people laugh — especially
his grandchildren — with his dry
humor and sly smirks.

Tom was not without his
faults, however. His sweet tooth
was insatiable (Oreos and Snickers
in particular could not be left
unattended) and he seemed to
have a different jacket for every
microclimate (he’d claim he was
just helping the economy). Tom was
never a huge sports fan, but loved
going to Giants and Cal football
games. A classic Tom story, and
family favorite, was at an afternoon
Giants game where an overdressed
Tom stubbornly wore all of his layers
for all 9 innings.

Tom lived a full life and left
this life surrounded by his family.
There will be a memorial service
to celebrate Tom’s life at 5 p.m. on
Sunday, February 16, at the Los
Altos History Museum. In lieu of
flowers, please send donations to
the Alzheimer’s Association. The
family would like to thank all of the
caregivers and staff at the Terraces
Los Altos, Stanford Hospital, and
Sutter Health Hospice for their
kindness, support, and guidance
throughout this difficult time.
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Ryan Gowdy

REPRESENTATION WITHOUT EGO

As one of the top agents in Los Altos and Los Altos Hills,
| provide personalized, hands-on service from start to
finish. I'm the one answering the phone, hosting tours,
and overseeing every detail. No assistants—just my direct
expertise and commitment to your success. From open
houses to negotiations, I'm your full-service partner, always
placing your interests at the forefront. And the results speak
for themselves.

TESTIMONIALS

You will not find a harder-working agent anywhere. If
you have Ryan sell your home, he will work day and
night to get your home in the best condition for the sale. .

He's a Los Altos native, knows everybody and has the ™
connections to get any job done right. Have a special
request? Need a favor? Ryan is on it. Nobody does m
to earn their commission, and | would consider no o0 -
agent to sell my home. " -
-ERIC & ALICE | LOS ALTOS

b | |
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It was an absolute pleasure to work with
Ryan. Both the smooth process and the
amazing result of our Los Altos home
sale exceeded our expectations. Nobody
knows the area like Ryan does, and his
first-hand involvement in preparing

us for the process, prepping the home
and being onsite to personally sweat
the details was incredibly valuable -
especially since we had moved out of
the area and essentially sold the house
“remotely” with Ryan's local guidance.
Bottom line—if you want a stress-free/
excellent outcome experience, with a
partner that's super-easy to work

with, call Ryan!

-TOM & LINDA | LOS ALTOS
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IF YOU'RE READY TO MAKE A MOVE AND WANT AN AGENT
WHO PUTS YOUR NEEDS FIRST, GIVE ME A CALL. [74

THEAGENCY

RYAN GOWDY
Ryan.Gowdy@TheAgencyRE.com
408.309.8660 | LIC. # 01322889 THEAGENCYRE.COM
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