
By Curtis Driscoll  
Staff Writer/curtisd@latc.com  

Local non-profit Com-
munity Services Agen-
cy is preparing for a 

potentially large increase in 
food demand due to the fed-
eral government shutdown, 
having recently purchased 
an additional $30,000 in food 
items.  
	 CSA Development Direc-
tor Simone Berkowitz said the 
organization bought the food 
to be prepared for an increase 
in demand due to SNAP ben-
efits potentially not being dis-
tributed on Nov. 1. Governor 
Gavin Newsom announced 
last week that the federal shut-
down would likely delay food 
benefits for millions of Cali-
fornians if President Trump 
and Congress did not reopen 
the government by Oct. 23, 
according to the governor’s 
office. The federal govern-
ment shut down  Oct. 1. CSA 

bought items like rice, beans, 
pasta, pasta sauce, peanut 
butter, chicken, tuna, milk, 
and macaroni and cheese for 
the coming month. 
	 “Staff will evaluate pur-
chases to make sure they meet 
the nutritional and cultural 
needs of clients,” Berkow-
itz said in an email. “We are 
gearing up for a potentially 
large surge of demand and 
will keep a close eye on inven-
tory to make sure food is suf-
ficient.”  
	 CSA already faces reduced 
funding for food and senior 
programs through federal 
government funding cuts ex-
pected to affect many county 
programs, with donors help-
ing to fill the gap. CSA, which 
provides food and social ser-
vices to thousands of residents 
in Mountain View, Los Altos 
and Los Altos Hills, has also 
seen a 70% increase in home-
less people using its services 
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Federal shutdown 
brings local problems  

Do you see what I see? Fall foliage

HOWARD BISCHOFF/TOWN CRIER

As November nears, the days are growing crisp. Walks along downtown Los Altos streets are 
also becoming much more colorful, as the above photos demonstrate. 
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Halloween, a day when the ghosts and goblins come 
out to play, is upon us. According to Gallup Polls, 
39% of people surveyed in the U.S. believe in ghosts. 
Do you believe in ghosts?

	 • Yes, ghosts are real. 
	 • No, ghosts are not real. 
	 • I’m not sure – I can’t say if they’re real or not real.

	 Vote online at losaltosonline.com. 

Online Poll of the Week

Community
Los Altos, Mtn. View  
residents win Midpen 
photo contest 
Page 9

Sports
Los Altos girls volleyball 
wins league title, now 
moving on to CCS playoffs
Page 20

Fall back
Remember to set your 
clocks Sunday for the end 
of daylight saving time & 
get an extra hour of sleep
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Just Listed in North Los Altos | Premium Cul-de-Sac Location | Warm, Inviting & Move-in Ready |  3 Bedrooms, 2,116 sq. ft., 10,200 sq. ft. lot | 185 Beverly Lane

Classic Charm and Modern Updates

Gary Campi  |  Campi Group
Follow Us @CampiGroup

campi.com | 650.917.2433 | gary@campi.com
Meet with Us @195 S. San Antonio Road, Los Altos, CA 94022

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated  |  License # 00600311
1Per MLS   |  2Per Real Trends in America

Top 250Top 100#1
Teams2Sothebys International Realty AgentsTeam in Los Altos Hills 20241
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SERENO

650.947.2902 
anuzzo@sereno.com 
TeamNuzzo.com 
DRE 458678  |  DRE 1127187

We are here to help you fulfill  
your real estate dreams. Whether 
buying or selling a home we will  
guide and protect you every step  
of the way.

Loyalty.  
Integrity.  
Local Knowledge.

Alice & Alicia Nuzzo 
REALTORS®
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Your Everyday Farmers Market Farm Fresh and Always the Best
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REWARDS CLUB MEMBERSREWARDS CLUB MEMBERS
GET FREE GIFTSGET FREE GIFTS
ARE YOU A MEMBER? SCAN QR AND SIGN UPARE YOU A MEMBER? SCAN QR AND SIGN UP

OPEN DAILY 8am – 7pm • PRICES EFFECTIVE: 10/29 thru 11/4
NO CONVENIENCE FEE FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBERNO CONVENIENCE FEE FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER

ORDER ONLINEORDER ONLINE    
FOR PICK UP OR DELIVERYFOR PICK UP OR DELIVERY
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MUSHROOMSMUSHROOMS

Sip and savor over 60 exquisite Champagnes, 
paired with delicious appetizers.

2 9 5  M A I N  S T R E E T  |  L O S  A LT O S  |  C A  9 4 0 2 2

Reserve your spot at TIXR.com – Champagne Event 
or email lynda@rustichouselosaltos.com

3rd Annual3rd Annual
C H A M PAG N E  TA ST I N GC H A M PAG N E  TA ST I N G

Saturday, November 1, 2025  Saturday, November 1, 2025  • •  6:00 6:00 pm pm

$90 per person$90 per person

Around Town
Have a spooky Halloween!

MARIA CROWDER/TOWN CRIER 

Read the Town Crier for a spell this Halloween! Seen at the Los Altos Country Club.
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News
Police Blotter El Camino Health’s free mammogram program 

brings screenings to women older than 40
By Christina Casillas 
Staff Writer/christinac@latc.
com

October may be Breast 
Cancer Awareness 
month, but El Cami-

no Health is encouraging and 
helping women to get mam-
mograms regardless of insur-
ance status year-round. 
	 The free mammogram pro-
gram provides breast screen-
ings at the El Camino Health 
Mountain View and Los Ga-
tod campuses to uninsured 
and under-insured women 
older than 40 years of age. It’s 
sponsored by donations to 
the El Camino Health Foun-
dation and is provided by the 
Lurie Women’s Imaging Cen-
ter at El Camino Health. 
	 The program started ap-
proximately six years ago, 
according to El Camino 
Health’s Dr. Kaye Lu, who 
specializes in breast surgical 
oncology. 
	 “It was really created out 
of the recognition that there 
is a need for mammogram 
screenings in the commu-
nity,” she said in a phone call. 
“You know, not everyone is 
able to afford health insur-
ance or able to afford all the 
costs associated with certain 
health insurance programs, 

and so that’s where the vision 
was born.”
	 The program offers screen-
ing mammograms, which 
are different than diagnos-
tic mammograms, she said. 
Screenings are done to check 
breast tissue for any lumps or 
abnormal masses, while di-
agnostic mammograms are 
done because someone felt a 

lump or something else con-
cerning. 
	 “In the diagnostic (mam-
mogram), if there’s an area of 
concern, they’re going to take 
more pictures under higher 
magnification and a little bit 
more pressure to get better 
views of that area,” Dr. Lu 
said. “But (with) a screening, 
they don’t necessarily do ad-

ditional views.”
	 The screenings are also 
limited to women older than 
40 because of national guide-
lines. She said there isn’t 
utility in providing mammo-
grams to patients younger 
than 40 (except for those 
with palpable lumps or other  

TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTO

A free breast screening program is offered to qualifying women older than 40 at the El Camino 
Health Mountain View and Los Gatos campuses.

Mountain View secures 
international extradition  
of sexual assault suspect
Town Crier Report

A Mountain View bar-
ber accused of nu-
merous sexual assault 

crimes has been extradited 
back to the United States, the 
Mountain View Police De-
partment announced Friday.
	 Franklin Enrique Sarceno 
Orla, a former Mountain View 
resident, faces 46 counts with 
potentially over 60 victims 
stemming from a 2024 sexual 
assault investigation launched 
by the Mountain View police.
	 An investigation started 
after two men reported be-
ing sexually assaulted by Orla. 

After Orla was charged by the 
Santa Clara County District 
Attorney’s Office, he fled the 
U.S. and was later located in 
Guatemala. Orla’s extradition 
was authorized after several 
months of efforts. Orla’s cap-
ture and extradition occurred 
due to international coordi-
nation between the U.S. Mar-
shals Service, the Santa Clara 
County District Attorney’s 
Office, the U.S. Department 
of State’s Diplomatic Security 
Service, the U.S. Embassy in 
Guatemala, Guatemalan au-
thorities and the Justice De-
partment’s Office of Interna-
tional Affairs.

See MAMMOGRAM, Page 5

Local cities affirm immigrant support 
as ICE fears reignited by deployment
By Christina Casillas 
Staff Writer/christinac@latc.com

Local cities are reaffirming 
their dedication to local 
immigrant communities 

after media reports of Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement 
agents being deployed at the US 
Coast Guard Base in Alameda. 
	 Currently, Mountain View is 
taking the situation day by day. 
In addition to paying close at-
tention to national media lead-
ers, city officials are also keeping 
in contact with their partners. 
    “The City is also in contact with 
our regional partners, including 
the counties of Santa Clara and 
San Mateo, and we are actively 
monitoring the situation,” Len-
ka Wright, Mountain View chief 
communications officer, stated 

in an email. She added that the 
Mountain View Police Depart-
ment serves all who visit, work 
and live in Mountain View and 
does not ask about, or arrest, 
based on immigration status.
	 Los Altos City Manager Gabe 
Engeland said the city’s police 
department has a similar policy.
	 ‘“Los Altos is an inclusive 
city, and we provide service to 
all community members. Under 
the California Values Act the 
Police Department cannot use 
resources for immigration en-
forcement, to share personal in-
formation with ICE, or ask about 
a person’s immigration status,” 
he stated. “The Los Altos Police 
Department is dedicated to ser-
vice, justice, and the protection 
of all.  This is true regardless of 
immigration status.”

Assault with a 
deadly weapon
	 Oct. 25, 7:04 p.m.: 2600 
block of Charleston Road, 
Mountain View

Battery 
	 Oct. 22, 2:44 p.m.: 
0-100 block of Amphithe-
atre Parkway, Mountain 
View
	 Oct. 25, 1:41 a.m.: 200 
block of Castro Street, 
Mountain View
	 Oct. 25, 9:44 a.m.: 200 
block of Castro Street, 
Mountain View

Battery of spouse/
cohabitant
	 Oct. 24, 8:20 a.m.: 200 
block of Ortega Avenue, 
Mountain View
	 Oct. 25, 2:15 p.m.: 
400 block of San Antonio 
Road, Mountain View

Commercial  
burglary 
	 Oct. 23, 12:00 p.m.: 
0-100 block of West  
El Camino Real, Mountain 
View
	 Oct. 25, 2:00 p.m.: 
1700 block of West El 
Camino Real, Mountain 
View
	 Oct. 26, 1:31 a.m.:  
100 block of East El Cami-
no Real, Mountain View

Elder abuse
Oct. 22, 8:12 a.m.:  
300 block of Lunada 
Court, Los Altos
Oct. 22, 12:02 p.m.:  
500 block of Tyndall 
Street, Los Altos

Identity theft
Oct. 23, 4:43 p.m.:  
600 block of North Whis-
man Road, Mountain View
Oct. 24, 12:52 p.m.:  
2600 block of Fayette 
Drive, Mountain View

Residential  
burglary 
	 Oct. 22, 2:11 a.m.: 300 
block of Ortega Avenue, 
Mountain View

– Christina Casillas
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News

CALL CRISTINA TODAY!
(408) 806-1415 or (408) 578-5489 

DIANA’S PROFESSIONAL
HOUSECLEANING

Family business with experienced, reliable 
and dependable professionals.

Low rates with great Los Altos references.
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SUNNYVALE MARKET
~ Family owned since 1976 ~

1356 S. Mary Avenue, SUNNYVALE(408) 212-4928

The Freshest Produce in Town!The Freshest Produce in Town!

5$ off
when purchase 

$50 or more.

PRESENT THIS AD FOR:

le petit bistro
F R E N C H  R E S T A U R A N T  S I N C E  1 9 8 9

( 6 5 0 )  9 6 4 - 3 3 2 1
R E S E R V A T I ON S

1 4 0 5  W .  E L  C A M I N O  R E A L ,  
M O U N T A I N  V I E W

T U E S - S A T  5 : 0 0 P M  -  9 : 0 0 P M

CELEBRATING 36 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

22$

COQ AU VIN DE
CHANTURGUE

E N J O Y  A  C O M P L I M E N T A R Y  G L A S S
O F  H O U S E  W I N E  W I T H  T H I S  D I S H

A N D  M E N T I O N  O F  T H I S  A D

DOGS 
ROCK!!

MUSIC, REFRESHMENTS AND A 

DOGGY COSTUME CONTEST

149 Second Street, Los Altos 
650-823-3315 • www.dogmafit.com 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2025
5:30PM - 7:30PM

PLEASE JOIN US FOR

YAPPY 
HOUR

Town Crier Report

Santa Clara County residents will have the 
chance to have their voices heard this up-
coming week. The special election is set for 

Tuesday, Nov. 4, and voters will be casting votes 
for local and statewide decisions alike. 
	 Locally, voters will be choosing the new San-
ta Clara County Assessor (candidates include 

Brian Do, Neysa Fligor, Rishi Kumar or Yan 
Zhao) and whether to move forward Measure A, 
which will create a .625% sales tax to offset civic 
infrastructure damages from federal cuts.
 	 On the statewide level, voters will also be de-
ciding to either push forward or dump proposed 
redistricting in 2026.
	 For more on Town Crier endorsements, turn 
to page 8.

Hey, this is your reminder to go out and vote
CHRISTINA CASILLAS/TOWN CRIER

concerning symptoms) be-
cause of breast density. Breast 
density is the density of breast 
tissue, Dr. Lu said, and it de-
creases as women age.
	 Since then, approximately 
200 women utilize the ser-
vices per year; One to two of  
those women are diagnosed 
with cancer, Dr. Lu said. If a 
screening given through the 
program has suspicious re-
sults, El Camino Health will 
provide additional screenings 
and resources. 
	 “I think it’s important to 

note that you know this free 
program is not just for screen-
ing mammograms, because 
what if we find something 
abnormal and the patient  
still doesn’t have health  
insurance?” She said. “So we 
actually cover everything 
that’s through diagnosis.” 
	 That includes targeted 
breastultrasounds, whole 
breast ultrasounds and  
breast biopsies. While the  
free program is limited 
to women older than 40,  
Dr. Lu said that El Camino 
Health can refer men and 
women younger than 40 and 
to other clinics that offer  

free screenings. 
	 “We also offer partner-
ships with Planned Parent-
hood, Mayview Health and 
Cardinal Health, which is 
a Stanford clinic,” she said. 
“These are free clinics in the 
area, and so if a patient goes 
to see them with a probable 
lump and they’re less than 
40, then they could still get 
referred to this free screening 
program.”
	 Registration for the 
program is required. Call 
(650)940-7050 to register. 
	 For more on the program, 
visit tinyurl.com/ECHmam-
mogramprogram

MAMMOGRAM
From Page 4
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SINCE 1963

Join Us forJoin Us for

in Downtown Los Altosin Downtown Los Altos

www.downtownlosaltos.org
650.949.5282

Halloween Fun and Crafts Halloween Fun and Crafts 
2-4pm in Veterans Community Plaza2-4pm in Veterans Community Plaza

Trick or Treating at Participating Stores from NoonTrick or Treating at Participating Stores from Noon

A Boo-tifulA Boo-tifulA Boo-tifulA Boo-tiful

HalloweenHalloweenHalloweenHalloween
DowntownDowntownDowntownDowntown

Become a member of the Los Altos Village Association!

Friday, October 31Friday, October 31stst

noon to 4pmnoon to 4pm

A free celebration complete withA free celebration complete with
bewitching fun for everyone.bewitching fun for everyone.

LOS ALTOS VILLAGE ASSOCIATION

Sponsored by

Friday, October 31Friday, October 31stst

noon to 4pmnoon to 4pm T R A D I T O N A L  I T A L I A N  C U I S I N ET R A D I T O N A L  I T A L I A N  C U I S I N E

S P EC I A L  E V E N TS

LUNCH
M O N ,  W E D - F R I  1 1 A M  - 2 P M

S U N DAY  1 2 P M  -  3 P M

DINNER
M O N  -  F R I  5 P M  -  9 P M

SAT  &  S U N  4 P M  -  9 P M

FULL-SERVICE BAR, INDOOR & OUTDOOR DINING, PRIVATE EVENTS

Thank you for the support and have a happy and safe Halloween! 
Book your holiday party now! Two available rooms for your holiday 

gatherings up to 60 guests. Call to book today!

C A F E V I TA L E .CO M
6 5 0 - 5 5 9 - 1 5 0 0  |  9 8 7  F R E M O N T  AV E ,  LO S  A LTO S

LIVE PIANO MUSIC
Fe a t u r i n g  N a n c y  L a n e

N ove m b e r  3 r d &  1 7 t h

ITALIAN NIGHTS
Fe a t u r i n g  B e n i t o  R o s s e t t i
a n d  h i s  a c c o r d i o n

N ove m b e r  7 t h &  2 1 s t 

News

MV’s Monster bash is a graveyard smash

MIKE HAGERTY/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

From a group of blood-thirsty monsters to kids 
dressed in adorable costumes, Mountain View’s 
Monster Bash was a hit. The event had spooky 
games, a treat trail and more Halloween fun.

By Giuseppe Ricapito
Staff Writer/giusepper@latc.
com

The Mountain View 
City council plans to 
reappoint incumbent 

Tina Pham and new member 
Shwetha Subramanian to the 
Environmental Review Com-
mission at a council meeting 
on Dec. 9. 
	 The appointments were 
decided after two rounds of 
voting during a more than 
hour-long interview meeting 
on Oct. 21 which covered land 
use, environmental review 
and new housing develop-
ment. 
	 The city clerk’s office re-
ceived five applications for 
two open positions, which 
begin in January 2026 and last 
until Dec. 23, 2029. 
	 Commissioner Joyce Yin 
will have served two terms by 
Dec. 31 and therefore is not 
eligible to apply for reappoint-
ment. 
	 Pham, a senior engineer 
with the city of Palo Alto, was 

appointed to the commission 
in February after Chris Clark 
was elected to City council 
and vacated his seat on the 
commission. 
	 “I understand how plan-
ning decisions can develop 
into real world projects,” 
Pham said. 
	 Subramanian is a real es-
tate development consultant. 
She said she was an Indian 
immigrant with experience in 
architectural and mass mixed-
use development.
	 “I’m passionate about hous-
ing,” she said. “I bring that de-
velopment perspective to the 
table.”
	 The Environmental Plan-
ning Commission is an advi-
sory body to the City council 
which recommends plans re-
lated to environmental devel-
opment and the General Plan. 
It consists of seven members. 
	 “Im trying as much as pos-
sible to take as holistic of an 
approach and kind of a 30,000 
foot view as possible,” Mayor 
Ellen Kamei said during the 
meeting.

Mtn. View Council appoints 
new commissioners

If you have an idea for News or would like to 
comment on its content, email section editor 

Christina Casillas at christinac@latc.com.
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Reclaim Control. Restore Confidence. Feel Like Yourself Again.

Scan to Learn More or Book Your Demo

Author:  
Kim Gladfelter
MPT, OCS, FAAOMPT

• Executive Director
• Physical Therapist
• Pilates Instructor

✨ Experience a Complimentary Pelvic Floor Demo Session ✨ 
Discover how your body can heal and feel 20 years younger — naturally. 

�� PhysioFit Physical Therapy & Wellness – Los Altos
�� (650) 584-0076    | �� PhysioFitPT.com
Private one-on-one care for women and men.

Do you leak when you laugh, cough, or rush to the bathroom?
Has pregnancy, childbirth, menopause, or time changed how your body feels?
You’re not alone — and you don’t have to live with it.
Our pelvic floor specialists help women and men restore bladder and bowel control, 
improve comfort, and renew confidence and intimacy.
We focus on outcomes that matter most — feeling strong, supported, and comfortable in 
your own body again.
Our programs address incontinence, constipation, digestive issues, pelvic pain, and 
sexual wellness — all with natural, one-on-one care tailored to your unique needs.
From pregnancy and postpartum recovery to menopause and beyond, we’ll help you 
reconnect to your body and regain the freedom you deserve.

An emergency Mtn. View rally in support of all immigrants

SHELLY BOWERS/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

More than 200 people came out to the corner of El Camino Real and Castro Street in 
Mountain View Friday to protest the presence of federal agents in the Bay Area. 
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More on Measure A 

There is so much misun-
derstanding regarding 
Measure A, that I feel 

like I need to clarify the situ-
ation. Measure A is a response 
to the “Big, Beautiful Bill”, 
which is big but not beautiful. 	

	 This will cut $1 billion from 
the county of Santa Clara 
alone in Medicaid funding. We 
are not taxing to pay more to  
support our hospitals, but  
mitigate the damage by maybe 
30%. Approximately 25% of 
the county’s residents are on 

Medi-Cal/Medicaid. That is 
500,000 people. Obamacare 
is funded by Medicaid and it 
covers the indigent, children, 
young people and those who 
have jobs without insurance. 
Many organizations and hos-
pitals do not take Medi-Cal as 
it does not pay enough to cover 
overhead. Furthermore, over 
80,000 Medicare recipients in 
Santa Clara County use the 
county healthcare system. We 
are talking about almost 1/3 of 
the population of 2 million in 
the 4th richest county in the 
U.S. depend on this health-

care system. Furthermore, the 
county burn unit, and trauma 
center is based at Valley Medi-
cal Center. These patients have 
long and medically complex 
recoveries, not available at 
other institutions. This tax is a 
sales tax, regressive in this rich 
county, but in order to pass an 
income tax, one would have 
to involve the state and that 
might take years. The hospitals 
may have closed by then. I am 
voting for Measure A, it is the 
right thing to do.

Jane Lombard
Physician, community member

Peek into the Past

COURTESY OF LOS ALTOS HISTORY MUSEUM 

Hidden Villa holds their first Harvest Festival in 1987. Diny van der Velden and Jan Spiro  
welcome guests to the festival and help them find a perfect t-shirt. Fall produce from the farm is 
on display next to their booth. Hidden Villa is located on Moody Road in Los Altos Hills.

Support the future of local journalism

Since our first issue on Sept. 9, 1947, subscriptions to the 
Los Altos Town Crier have been voluntary. This approach 
allowed us to give advertisers broad exposure across Los 

Altos, Los Altos Hills and Mountain View, while ensuring that 
every reader could access the local news, sports and stories that 
make our communities special.
	 But the traditional model of advertising revenue covering 
operating costs has changed. Social media and shifting ad 
trends have reduced local advertising income and it no longer 
sustains our work. Like many community newspapers, the 
Town Crier is at a crossroads — the future of local journalism 
depends on reader support.
	 We need your help. By becoming a paid subscriber, you’ll 
ensure that:
	 • Local leaders are held accountable through independent 
reporting.
	 • Our talented journalists can continue covering schools, 
organizations and events that strengthen our
community.
	 • The Town Crier remains a vital part of Los Altos’ fabric for 
generations to come.
	 If you’re unsure whether you’re receiving a courtesy copy or 
are already a paid supporter, please contact howardb@latc.com 
for clarification.Use the QR code on the next page to subscribe  
and support the Town Crier’s future.
	 Together, we can keep local journalism alive and thriving. Letter to the Editor

Editorial

Letters to the Editor

The Town Crier welcomes letters to the editor on current 
events pertinent to Los Altos, Los Altos Hills and 

Mountain View. Email letters to howardb@latc.com. Letters 
should be no more than 200 words. Include a phone number for 
verification purposes. Anonymous letters will not be printed.

Vote Yes on Measure A

Choose Neysa Fligor  
for County Assessor

Town Crier Voting Guide
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Community

The Town Crier is more than just a newspaper; it’s a community asset. 
From school sports to town council meetings, the Town Crier keeps you informed.

Subscribe to the Town Crier!

138 Main Street, Los Altos | 650.948.9000 | losaltosonline.com

Scan QR code 
and 

subscribe

      LOCAL, LIKE YOU

Two locals among winners of Midpen photo contest
By Andres Baisch 
Town Crier Editorial Intern 

The winners of this year’s 
Midpeninsula Regional 
Open Space District’s 

photography contest include 
residents of Los Altos and 
Mountain View. 
	 The contest, in its 15th year, 
invites the public to submit up to 
three photos taken at a Midpen 
preserve. Photos can be submit-
ted in one of six categories: wild-
life, landscapes, plant life, people 
in nature, trail less travelled and 
aspiring photographers. 
	 Los Altos resident Robert Slate 
won the plant life category with 
his photo of a white-crowned 
sparrow nestled in a budding coy-
ote brush plant. Mountain View 
resident Kyle Quan, a student at 
Graham Middle School, won the 
aspiring photographers category 
with a photo of a red-tailed hawk 
in flight. Both photos were taken 
at Rancho San Antonio Preserve, 
located in Cupertino near the Los 
Altos border.
	 Slate said that his focus was 
primarily on the abundance of 
flowers on the plant, which start 

to show buds and blossom around 
mid-October. Slate took his win-
ning photo in early November 
2024. 
	 “I figured instead of con-
centrating on taking pictures 
of wildlife, I was going to take a 
couple shots of this plant,” Slate 
said. “I noticed there was a white-
crowned sparrow camouflaged 
– when taking a picture of some-
thing beautiful in nature, you 
may get an unexpected bonus.” 
	 Slate, who said he hikes 5-6 
miles at Rancho San Antonio 
daily, picked up photography as 
a hobby in 2022. Most days, Slate 
said he carries his hefty camera 
equipment with him. 
	 “I don’t go out with the inten-
tion of capturing any particular 
wildlife,” Slate said. “Sometimes 
I get lucky and see bobcats, or 
there will be nice flowers to take 
photos of.” 
	 Slate previously submitted 
photos to Midpen for the 2023 
contest. Although he did not win, 
his photo of a wood duck was fea-
tured in one of Midpen’s quarter-
ly newsletters. 
	 Quan, a 13-year-old eighth 

grader, took top honors in the cat-
egory open to students in grades 
K-12, which this year included 
entries from throughout the Pen-
insula.

	 “Every time I go to Rancho 
San Antonio, I see a pair of ju-
venile red-tailed hawks hunt-
ing – they would dive into the 
surrounding grass, too, often to 

come away with nothing and re-
turn to their perch,” Quan said. 
“This was a perfect opportunity 
for practicing my bird in flight 

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROBERT SLATE

A white-crowned sparrow on a coyote brush plant at the Rancho San Antonio Preserve. The spar-
row was well-camouflaged among the flowers after arriving for wintering. 

See MIDPEN, Page 11
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FELIX TREE 
SPECIALIST, INC.

License #1029971

(408) 292-2095  •  (408) 723-1810
Cell:  (408) 806-4474

MAURICIO FELIX
F R E E  E S T I M A T E S

Los Altos–Based Home Care Agency
Enhancing the quality of life for seniors 
and peace of mind for their families.

See how we make a difference- 
CONTACT US TODAY!

(650) 600-8108    www.starlightcaregivers.com

Community

Become a Town Crier paid subscriber.
Visit losaltosonline.com and click on the “Subscribe” button.

Los Altos Kiwanis 
gets new president 

Town Crier Report 

Local service club Los 
Altos Kiwanis is known 
for its continuity in put-

ting on the Pet Parade for more 
than 75 years and it doesn’t of-
ten make big changes. 
	 But this October, the Los 
Altos Kiwanis Club is under 
the leadership of Decai Sun, 
a resident of South Los Altos 
for more than 30 years and to a 
new meeting room in the Los 
Altos Community Center, the 
organization announced Oct. 
18. 
	 “I recently retired as CEO 
of an international company. 
So it just didn’t feel right to 
play pickleball all the time! I 
wanted to do something use-
ful, but still very fun,” Sun 
said in a press release. “Sever-
al of my neighbors are Kiwan-
ians and I saw how much they 
enjoyed it,” he continued. 
	 Sun ran Luminus Devices 
and has a Ph.D. from the Uni-
versity of Virginia. He began 
his studies at Tianjin Universi-
ty in China. As a research sci-
entist, he has been part of the 
green tech revolution, focus-
ing on low-power consump-
tion LEDs for lighting applica-
tions.
	 Sun was sworn in as presi-
dent of the Los Altos Kiwanis 
Club on Oct. 10. Los Altos 
Kiwanis has been a mainstay 
of community service in Los 

Altos since its founding, as 
Los Altos’ first service club, 
in 1947. Kiwanis International 
is a worldwide organization 
with 550,000 members and 
was established in 1915 to 
serve children worldwide. 
	 Sun plans to bring his pas-
sion for good management, 
environmental care and active 
lifestyles to the Los Altos Ki-
wanis Club. One of his first ex-
ecutive decisions was to move 
the Kiwanis Club’s regular 
Tuesday lunch meetings from 
the Neutra House to the Los 
Altos Community Center.
	 “Neutra House had been 
scheduled for repairs, so we 
were looking for options of 
where to meet, and when the 
idea of the community center 
was brought up by one of our 
members, I liked the idea. Our 
club is open and welcoming, 
natural and relaxed and so is 
the community center.” Sun 
said. 
	 Club meetings are open to 
the public and often feature 
guest speakers from local 
community organizations and 
government. Club members 
can expect healthy lunches, 
initiatives for local kids and 
families based on eating fresh 
foods and exercise and fun ac-
tivities like a bocce ball tour-
nament in the months ahead. 
	 For more information, visit 
losaltoskiwanis.org. 

Read TC, both print and online

Did you know that some features on losaltosonline.com do not appear in the print edition and that 
some items in print do not appear online? That’s why you need to read both. Don’t miss out on all 
the news about your community.
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Cynthia A Wemyss, CFP®, ChFC®
Financial Advisor

339 S San Antonio Road
Suite 1B
Los Altos, CA 94021
650-948-4886
cynthia.wemyss@edwardjones.com

edwardjones.com

Community

MIDPEN
From Page 9

photography.” 
	 Overall, this year’s photo con-
test received more than 175 sub-
missions, according to Midpen 
public affairs administrative as-
sistant Gabi Navarrete. Finalists 
were narrowed down in each cat-
egory by Midpen judges, but the 
public chose winners through 
Midpen’s social media accounts. 
	 Navarrete was in charge of 
running this year’s contest; she 
said her duties included creating 
flyers and doing outreach on so-
cial media. Navarrete partnered 
with a few local colleges and 
photography clubs to increase 
interest in the contest. 
	 Navarrete said the 10 internal 
judges weighed each submission 
based on specific criteria. Those 
included relevance to theme, vi-
sual composition, creativity and 
originality and technical execu-
tion. They selected the finalists 
that the public voted on.
	 “There’s so much creativ-
ity behind every submission 
that comes in; it’s great to see 
our preserves from such unique 
perspectives,” said Navarrete, 
who added that the wildlife and 
landscapes categories received 
the most submissions. 
	 To see photos from all of this 
year’s winners, visit Midpen’s 
Instagram account @midpe-
nopenspace. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF KYLE QUAN

A red-tailed hawk at the Rancho San Antonio Preserve flying and looking for food during a hunt. Kyle Quan took the photo and was 
one of the winners of the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District photo contest. 
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We’re more than just a great rate

3.75%Bank-issued,
FDIC-insured

Aaron Chung, CRPC™ 
Financial Advisor

4966 El Camino Real Ste 125 
Los Altos, CA 94022
650 229 7804

6-month APY*

FDI 1916M-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P.  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 04/10/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones 
are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued 
but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account 
ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor 
for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are 
subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can 
decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. 
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be 
permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward 
Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are 
registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Community

First dog parade set for The Village at San Antonio Center 
Town Crier Report 

The Village at San An-
tonio Center is host-
ing its first Dog Parade 

and Costume Contest 3-5 p.m. 
Nov. 1 for the community’s 
four-legged friends. 
	 Organizers said families are 
invited to an afternoon of ac-
tivities with local dog-friendly 
vendors and promise a mix of 
laughter, creativity and tail-
wagging fun.
	 The Village at San Antonio 
Center is located at 645 San 
Antonio Road, Mountain View. 

The parade and contest will take 
place on the path surrounding 
the lawn area. Prizes will be 
awarded for the most creative 
costume, spookiest costume, 
best owner-pet lookalikes and 
best in show. Participants must 
be present to win, and admis-
sion is free. Owners must keep 
dogs on a leash at all times and 
must clean up after their pets. 
Participants must arrive and be 
signed up by 3 p.m. for the start 
at 3:30 p.m. 
	 For more information and 
to sign up, visit bit.ly/43o3rH9. 

OTSPHOTO/ADOBE STOCK

The Village at San Antonio Center in Mountain View is hosting its first Dog Parade and Costume 
Contest Nov. 1 for the community. 
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Did you know Passport Services are offered at Los Altos Library? To learn 
more about the services provided and to book an appointment, visit 
https://sccld.org/passport/ or scan the QR code above. Services and 
appointments are also available at Saratoga, Cupertino, Milpitas, and 
Gilroy Libraries. 

Passport Services at the Library 

Community

The increasing problem of obesity in dogs
By Kenton Taylor, D.V.M.

Obesity is an important 
problem, with 60% of 
dogs in the U.S. being 

overweight.  
	 With so many dogs be-
ing overweight, pet owners 
frequently have difficulty 
identifying what is a normal 
weight. With a dog of normal 
weight, you can easily feel the 
ribs when running your hands 
down the sides of the chest. 
There can be a thin layer of 
fat over the ribs. When look-
ing down from above, there 
should be a visible waist and 
looking from the side a tuck 
or upward slope at the abdo-
men. There should be mini-
mal fat and no “love handles” 
at the sides of the lower back.  
	 A number of health prob-
lems can occur or be made 
worse with obesity. Obesity 
can compromise a dog’s abil-
ity to breathe. The fat forms 
a constricting band around 
the chest, making it harder 
to breathe and take deep 
breaths. Fat within the abdo-
men pushes the diaphragm 
forward, again restricting 
lung capacity. The restriction 
of breathing also restricts the 
dissipation of heat from the 

body and the added insula-
tion further promotes over-
heating.
	 Being overweight can 
make arthritis and back prob-
lems worse by placing addi-
tional stress on the joints and 
creating more pain. This can 
be a downward spiral by lead-
ing to decreased mobility and 
in turn, greater obesity. Both 
problems, be it a chronic 
cough from a respiratory 
disease or pain from chronic 
arthritis, can sometimes be 
managed well with weight 
loss alone.

	 Treatment for obesity 
involves modifying feeding 
practices, increasing exer-
cise and decreasing caloric 
intake. There are diseases 
that can lead to an increased 
risk for obesity.  Your veteri-
narian should examine and 
test for these as appropriate 
before recommending dietary 
changes. Generally one can 
start with feeding 75% of the 
current caloric intake. Dogs 
can safely lose 1% to 2% of 
body weight per week. Pre-

scription weight loss diets are 
much lower in caloric concen-
tration than “lite” or “less ac-
tive” diets which are meant to 
prevent weight gain and not 
cause weight loss. Increasing 
exercise can help but dietary 

changes are more important 
in promoting weight loss. 
Restricting feeding to meals 
rather than leaving food out 
or frequently offering food 
encourages snacking, which 
interferes with weight loss.  

	 Treats need to be stopped 
or, if you must, pieces of ap-
ple, raw carrot or green beans 
can be offered. For many 
dogs, “treats” can be their 
usual food given in a small 

Pet Pause

MARY SWIFT/ADOBE STOCK

Obesity in dogs is a growing problem in the United States, with 60% of dogs overweight. Numer-
ous health problems can occur or be made worse with obesity.  

See PET PAUSE, Page 14
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Los Altos History Museum • 51 So. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos
650-948-9427 • losaltoshistory.org

OPEN THURS-SUN, NOON - 4PM

FREE ADMISSION TO E XHIBITS!FREE ADMISSION TO E XHIBITS!

ThingsThings
toto
DoDo

Step back in time to California’s 
Rancho era with hands- on 
activities, storytelling, displays, 
and roping, spinning, and weaving 
demonstrations at Rancho Day, Sat, 
Nov 1, 10am-4pm. $10/person, free 
for members and children 12 and 
under. Pay at the gate.

Event 

Catch the Spirit of the season 
with festive music from choral 
group Schola Cantorum and Egan 
Junior High School choir, boutique 
shopping, hot cider and treats. 
Tour the historic J. Gilbert Smith 
House, decorated for a 1930s 
Christmas. Wed, Nov 19, noon-4pm.  
Free admission!

Event

Explore Building El Sueño: Isabel 
Merriman, Sarah Winchester, and 
the California Dream to learn more 
about local legend Isabel Merriman— 
an eccentric, energetic, whirlwind of 
a woman and Sarah Winchester’s 
lesser-known sister. On display 
through Nov 30, 2025.

Exhibit

Community

If you have an idea for Community or would 
like to comment on its content, email section 
editor Christina Casillas at christinac@latc.

com.

Have a comment or idea? Reach out

amount by hand since this action reinforces 
them being an important family member 
which in itself is the real “treat.”
	 In helping your dog lose weight it is im-
portant to determine what their ideal weight 
should be. A general objective determina-
tion can be done based on your dog’s body 
condition score (BCS). Your veterinarian can 
determine where your dog is on a 9-point 
scale and can use this to determine how much 
weight is to be lost. A BCS of 4 to 5 is normal 
and every point above this means they need 
to lose 10-15% of current body weight. If your 
dog has a BCS of 6, they need to lose 10-15% 
of their body weight and if they have a BCS 
of 9, they need to lose 40-60% of their body 
weight.

	 Once an ideal weight is achieved, your vet-
erinarian can help you determine how much 
to feed to maintain that weight. For dogs that 
really like to eat, it can be helpful to remain 
on the prescription weight loss diet so they 
are satiated with the amount fed. Certainly, 
lifestyle changes to increase your dog’s daily 
activity may be easier now to maintain an 
ideal body weight.
	 Making simple dietary and lifestyle 
changes can be difficult but a healthy weight 
increases not only length but also the quality 
of your dog’s life.
	 Dr. Kenton Taylor is a veterinarian with 
Miramonte Veterinary Hospital, located at 
1766 Miramonte Ave., Mountain View. Mi-
ramonte Veterinary Hospital is accredited 
by the American Animal Hospital Associa-
tion since 1996. For more information, call 
(650) 962-8338 or visit miramontevet.com.

PET PAUSE
From Page 13

LATC coloring contest winners

MATTHEW LEE-ASIONG/TOWN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN

Congratulations to the LATC coloring contest winners! There were three age divisions com-
peting to draw the best witch. Winners, from left, Zara Shah, Savannah Winston, Dylan Grun-
thaner, Chinny Holte, Zoe Valleys and Andrew Lane. 
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Community

Pilates Athletic Center goes all out for Halloween
By Andres Baisch 
Town Crier editorial intern 

This time of year, Pilates 
Athletic Center in Los 
Altos is a scary place – 

intentionally.
	 Longtime owners Daphne 
Camp Allen and Joseph Camp go 
all out for Halloween. The studio 
on San Antonio Road boasts two 
full-size animatronics of Fran-
kenstein and his bride.
	 Many of the seasonal decora-
tions in the studio, though, are 
handmade by Camp.
	 “He’s just a Halloween nut,” 
Allen said of her husband. 
	 Allen added that the couple 
has put up a Halloween display 
annually since opening 24 years 
ago, changing themes each year 
to keep it fresh. Some of the past 
themes have included haunted 
houses, vampires and pirates. 
	 This allows Camp, a fan of old 
Halloween movies, to combine 
his love for Halloween with his 
passion for handcrafted art. Next 
to the studio’s mirror is a plastic 
high voltage panel display that 
Camp created by hand. Allen ex-
plained how she was driving past 
an old Weber grill, identical to 
one the couple has at home, when 
she told her husband to take ad-
vantage of the “free” sign on a 
nearby sidewalk. 
	 “He took the panels and 
brought them home,” said Allen, 
who serves as operations man-
ager of the studio while Camp 
teaches Pilates. “He repainted 
those, had the signs and found 
the dials from other equipment 

he has.” 
	 Camp set up the replica panels 
so that upon hitting the switch, 
Frankenstein and Frankenstein’s 
Bride animatronics light up with 
movement. Camp said it took just 
four hours to set up the display, 
which has been up since early 
October. 
	 “You’re not afraid of high volt-
age, are you?” Camp jokingly 
asked upon entering. 
	 The Halloween magic doesn’t 
stop at Pilates Athletic Center. 
Camp and Allen decorate simi-
larly at home, doing a big pirate 
skeleton display at their resi-
dence. As self-proclaimed Hal-
loween people, Allen said, clients 
look forward to the display every 
year. 
	 While Camp’s occupation is in 
healthcare and personal training, 
his passion for art and his hobby are 
on full display every Halloween.
	 “(Camp) is actually an art ma-

jor, so he’s still always had that 
love for art and creating things,” 
Allen said. 
	 Allen said that of all the Hal-
loween decorations they’ve done 
at the studio over their 24 years of 
ownership, this year’s Franken-
stein theme may be her favorite.
	 “I like how the display is an 
homage to the old classical mon-
ster movies that never go out of 
style,” Allen said. 
	 In years past, Pilates Athletic 
has showcased animatronics of 
vampires for a haunted house. Al-
len said their intention is always 
to decorate with classic Hallow-
een spookiness, rather than gore 
and severed limbs one might see 
at a haunted house. 
	 Pilates Athletic Center, locat-
ed at 428 S. San Antonio Road, 
plans to have the display up for 
the rest of the month.
	 For more information, call 
the studio at (650) 949-3031.

COURTESY OF JOSEPH CAMP

Halloween is in the air at Pilates Athletic Center in Los Altos 
thanks to owners Daphne Camp Allen and Joseph Camp.
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
ANCC Magnet Recognition Program® 

Site Visit

The ANCC Magnet Recognition Program® is the highest credential a healthcare organization 
can achieve. A Magnet designation indicates to patients and the public that these 
organizations have met the most stringent, evidence-based standards of nursing excellence 
in patient care delivery. 

El Camino Health was designated as a Magnet organization in 2005, 2010, 2015 and 2021 by 
the ANCC Magnet Recognition Program® and they are now applying for redesignation.  

We invite patients, family members, staff, and other interested parties to provide feedback 
via email or direct mail.  

• All comments must be submitted by November 9, 2025

• Anonymous comments should be sent in writing to the Magnet Program Office.

• Please note that ALL COMMENTS WILL BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL and will not be shared
with the organization. 

 Send Comments to:         Beckie Mathews 
American Nurses Association 
Magnet Recognition Program Office 
8403 Colesville Road., Suite 500 
Silver Spring, MD  20910 

E-Mail Comments to:      magnet@ana.org

Why is Magnet important? 
Magnet recognition acknowledges the invaluable contributions of nurses in all healthcare 
settings and among all populations worldwide. It is a results-driven recognition that fosters 
nurse engagement and the role nurses play as interprofessional team members to improve 
patient outcomes and reduce healthcare costs. 

Scan here to learn more about the 
Magnet Recognition Program 
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in 2005, 2010, 2015 and 2021 by the ANCC Magnet 
Recognition Program® and they are now applying for 
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We invite patients, family members, staff, and other 
interested parties to provide feedback via email or direct mail. 
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• Anonymous comments should be sent in writing to the 

Magnet Program Office.
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CONFIDENTIAL and will not be shared with the 
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 8403 Colesville Road., Suite 500
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Magnet recognition acknowledges the invaluable 
contributions of nurses in all healthcare settings and among 
all populations worldwide. It is a results-driven recognition 
that fosters nurse engagement and the role nurses play 
as interprofessional team members to improve patient 
outcomes and reduce healthcare costs.
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LANDSCAPING

CALL 650-279-3748 FOR INQUIRIES

Our Services:
• Lawn maintenance
• Landscaping
• Clean up

• Fence installation
• Irrigation systems
• New lawns
• Lights installation

Molina’sMolina’s

Let Me Take Care of All Your 
Computer, iPhone and  

Electronic Needs!

Liz O’Brien All Work Done at Your Location. 
I’ll Answer All Your Questions - 

Just a Phone Call Away!

(408) 393-0977 liz@macsmart.com www.macsmart.com

Serving 
Los 

Altos & 
Beyond!

Stepping Out
LAYT’s ‘Freaky Friday’ runs 
through Sunday at Bus Barn

Town Crier Staff Report

This is the last week-
end to catch Los Al-
tos Youth Theatre’s 

production of “Freaky Fri-
day: A New Musical” at the 
Bus Barn Theater.

Directed by Cindy Weis-
berg, the production fea-
tures local performers who 
range in age from 11 to 16. 
Kristin Walter provides vo-
cal direction and Skylar 
Rose Adams serves as chore-
ographer.

Based on Mary Rodgers’ 
1972 novel and subsequent 
film adaptations, “Freaky 
Friday” tells the story of a 
mother and daughter who 

literarily find themselves 
walking in each other’s 
shoes after they magically 
swap bodies. This allows 
teen Ellie Blake and mom 
Katherine Blake to discover 
the challenges and joys that 
come with being a mother 
and a daughter.

The comedic musical – 
with book by Bridget Car-
penter, music by Tom Kitt 
and lyrics by Brian Yorkey 
– premiered in 2016. 

The play takes place in 
a 24-hour period, enough 
time for the mother and 
daugher to experience the 
hardships and sacrifices they 
both have to endure. Many 
of the original songs, such as 

the opening “Just One Day” 
explains the issues Ellie has 
with her mom– such as the 
expectations she is never go-
ing to be the daughter she 
wants her to be. This song is 
important for the audience 
to get a sense of how their re-
lationship is struggling and 
how much work they need 
to do to repair their wounds. 

The LAYT production, 
which opened last week-
end, runs through Sunday. 
Performances are sched-
uled for 7 p.m. Friday, 2 
and 7 p.m. Saturday and 
2 p.m. Sunday at the Bus 
Barn Theater, 97 Hillview 
Ave., Los Altos. Tickets are 
 $18-$28.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LOS ALTOS STAGE COMPANY

The Los Altos Stage Company is showing its first production of “Freaky Friday” through this Sun-
day. This version of the story is a new musical based on the original novel and film. The play will be 
performed by actors ages 11-16. 

To pitch a story for Stepping Out or to provide a comment, 
email section editor 

Brandon Roth at brandonr@latc.com.
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Ad paid for by Save Our Local Hospitals Yes on A 
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Valley Health Foundation
Service Employees International Union Local 521

Valley Physicians Group

Vote like your life depends on it.  
Because one day, it might.

YES on A keeps emergency rooms  
open when it matters most.

(Paid Political Advertisement)

Michael Elliott, 4040 Moorpark Ave #100 

Return Your Ballot by November 4 SaveOurLocalHospitals.com



Page 18  |  Los Altos Town Crier  |  October 29, 2025

Schools
Trustees hit the brakes on replacing Los Altos High tennis courts

Student who drew swastika did not have history of hateful behavior, says MVLA superintendent 

By Giuseppe Ricapito 
Staff Writer/giusepper@latc.
com

Plans to convert some 
of the tennis courts at 
Los Altos High School 

into a parking lot have been 
postponed. 
	 At an Oct. 13 meeting, 
the Mountain View Los Al-
tos Union High School Dis-
trict Board of Trustees de-
clined to make a motion to 
vote for a $15,000 study on 
the traffic impacts of a new 
lot, bringing the plan to con-
vert courts into parking to a 
standstill. 
	 Instead, trustees asked 
district staff to return with 
more information on the 
need for parking at the Los 
Altos campus and to collab-
orate with the city on other 
potential solutions. 
	 “I’m not ready to commit 
to parking until I actually 
understand what is the need 
and how we define that need 
and what is the need at Los 
Altos,” said Trustee Vadim 
Katz.  
	 The district had request-
ed approval of an agreement 

with Quattrocchi Kwok Ar-
chitects for a new parking 
lot traffic study of two op-
tions for a new parking lot. 
Option one would create 78 
parking spaces with existing 
driveway access to Jardin 
Drive, and option two would 
create 76 parking spaces 
with a new driveway access 
to Jardin Drive. Both would 
result in the permanent 
elimination of four of the 12 
tennis courts currently at 
the school. 
	 The study was set to de-
termine which of the options 
would be the most appropri-
ate related to vehicular traf-
fic, pedestrian safety and bi-
cyclist safety. 
	 Trustee Alex Levich esti-
mated that the school likely 
only needed up to 30 new 
spaces to meet the need. 
	 “Maybe the plans of con-
verting multiple tennis 
courts are too grand for our 
actual needs,” she said. 
	 Trustee Thida Cornes 
urged the district to seek 
a formal relationship with 
the city to inform parking 
and transportation planning 

By Giuseppe Ricapito 
Staff Writer/giusepper@latc.
com

Mountain View Los 
Altos Union High 
School District Su-

perintendent Eric Volta said 
the student who drew a chalk 
swastika at the Los Altos 
High School campus Oct. 20 
was 14 years old and did not 
have a history of discrimina-
tory behavior. 
	 “This student did not have 
a history of any kind of hate-
based activity. There was also 
nothing in their possession 
to lead me to believe this was 
part of who this person is,” 
he said in a phone interview 
Wednesday.  
	 Administrators at the high 
school reported Monday 
that a student drew a swas-
tika with chalk at 1 p.m. on a 
ledge on the school campus.  
	 Volta said school admin-
istrators determined conse-
quences following the inci-

dent. He said he could not 
release other identifying in-
formation about the student.  
	 “I can say with all confi-
dence it was properly han-
dled,” he said. “I am hoping 
this person learns from their 
mistake.”  
	 Principal Tracey Runeare 
said in an Oct. 20 email to 
parents that the vandalism 
was immediately removed 
and followed by a swift inves-
tigation from staff. 
	 “We will not tolerate acts 
of hate or antisemitism on 
our campus and are most ap-
preciative to those who re-
port concerning matters to 
us,” Runeare said in the mes-
sage. 

“We encourage everyone to 
continue working to ensure 
our campus is a safe space 
for everyone. LAHS is to be 
a protected space where the 
focus is on learning and com-
munity.” 
	 Volta commended the Los 

outside the plan for a new 
parking lot. 

	 “A more comprehensive 
approach is needed,” she 

said. “This is an opportunity 

MAX ASMAR/TOWN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN 

The Moutain View Los Altos School District board members decided at their Oct.13 meeting to 
postpone the conversion of Los Altos High School tennis courts into a parking lot.  

TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTO 

Eric Volta, Mountain View Los Altos Union High School District superintendent, said a student 
drew a swatsika on campus, which led to an investigation on the student’s past behaviors. 

See PARKING, Page 19

See GRAFFITI, Page 19

Altos High School adminis-
trators for their response. 
	 “I think the issue was han-

dled swiftly,” he said. “I truly 
commend Principal Runeare. 
As soon as it was reported 

they documented it, and they 
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At Traveka Wealth, we help those whose lives have been 

shaped by the technology sector to traverse the financial 

complexities of their wealth. As independent financial 

advisors, we work in your best interests to help guide you 

towards the financial goals of you and your family. From tax 

to equity compensation, financial planning and more, we 

take a pragmatic, analytical approach to serve as a trusted 

navigator through these times of great fortune.

GUIDING YOUR WEALTH  
EVERY STEP OF THE WAY

Schedule an introductory meeting 
today at TravekaWealth.com

Schools

to create the collaborative 
approach that will serve us 
best going forward.”  
	 Principal Tracey Runeare 
said in a phone interview 
that there were 384 spaces 
currently available on cam-
pus. The parking includes 
166 spaces for staff, 148 
spaces for students, 31 elec-
tric vehicle charging spaces, 
23 spaces for visitors, 10 
ADA-accessible spaces and 
six for school transportation 
vans. 
	 There are eight spaces 
currently occupied by con-
struction equipment and un-
available, she said. 
	 Runeare said she felt 
parking was adequate for the 
school’s needs at this time. 
	 “We have as a school been 
very responsive to the need 
for parking in that we’ve ad-
justed and added spaces at 
every opportunity,” she said.  
	 The school grants per-
mits to students who apply 
for parking and prioritizes 
those who live approxi-

mately one mile from the 
school. She said out of 247 
applicants, 186 were granted 
permits. About 93% of those 
who were granted permits 
live outside the boundary, 
she said. 
	 Superintendent Eric Volta 
said parking availability for 
students was strained when 
Los Altos city officials es-
tablished two-hour park-
ing limits from 8 a.m. to 12 
p.m. on the north side of the 
school. He said the Los Altos 
campus was still 75 spaces 
short of the amount of park-
ing in Mountain View after 
creating a temporary lot 
with 47 spaces. 
	 “We are not committed to 
continuing with the parking 
lot. It is not a final deal,” Vol-
ta said at the meeting. “That 
is way down the road.” 
	 For the past six years, 
four of the 12 tennis courts 
at LAHS have been used as 
a material storage area for 
the recent Measure E school 
bond. At an Aug. 18 special 
meeting, district officials 
noted Measure E school 
bond construction projects 

were nearing their conclu-
sion, potentially opening up 
the four courts for use again. 
	 Multiple members of the 
public came out in opposi-
tion to the parking lot at the 
Oct. 13 meeting.  
	 Terry Barton, chair of 
the Bicycle Pedestrian Ad-
visory Committee in Moun-
tain View, said the district 
needed more information to 
understand the breadth of 
demand for parking and ve-
hicles at the school. 
	 “This is a path to an un-
skilled decision,” he said. 
“This is not a parking prob-
lem, it’s a problem of too 
many staff and students 
choosing to drive in single-
occupancy vehicles.”
	 Steve Apfelberg, the head 
tennis coach for the girls ju-
nior varsity team, previously 
told the Town Crier that 
there are no other nearby 
courts or parks in North Los 
Altos that people can walk 
to and play tennis. There 
are 42 female players this 
year, Apfelberg said; 21 girls 
on varsity and 21 girls on 
 junior varsity.

PARKING
From Page 18

GRAFFITI
From Page 18

got it taken off.” 
	 Maya Bujanover, co-pres-
ident of the Jewish Student 
Union, said she was alarmed 
and appalled by acts of anti-
semitism that appeared to be 
more pervasive. 
	 “As a Jewish student and 
leader of JSU, it’s my mission 
to make Jewish students feel 
more welcomed on campus, 
and I am disappointed at our 
community for allowing this 
kind of hate to persist with-
out real accountability,” she 
said in an email. 
	 In February, an anti-Se-
mitic post on Instagram tar-
geted the MVLA district. The 
post was published by an Ins-
tagram account called “@los.
altos.nazi.party” whose pro-
file picture overlaid the Los 
Altos High School logo with a 
swastika. The post included a 
Nazi party propaganda poster 
that included the phrase “So-
ciety, Culture and Politics.” 
	 The post location was set 
in Los Altos High School, and 
the caption read “We meet 

on Tuesday next week in the 
quad.” 
	 The post was removed and 
an investigation was quickly 
launched, but there have been 
no arrests or developments in 
the case, said Saskia Lager-
gren, Los Altos Police Chief. 
	 Other recent incidents in-
clude swastikas graffitied on 
Mountain View High School’s 
campus in September 2024; 
swastikas drawn on lockers 
in the boys locker room at 
Blach Intermediate School in 
the Los Altos School District 
in December 2023; and weeks 
before that, two female Jew-
ish students at Egan Junior 
High School said that an an-
tisemitic remark and gesture 
was made to them. 
	 Runeare said in the phone 
interview that the events – 
though “enraging” – were 
“isolated incidents.” She 
urged education as a means of 
dispelling the incidents.   
	 “Schools are ref lections 
of what’s happening in the 
community,” she said. “I 
think it happens with lots of 
different types of behavior,  
good and bad.”  
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Across
1. Ref’s decision
4. Sun Devils’ sch., abbr.
7. Pantywaist
12. “H’s”
14. Franklin’s bill, slangily, 
2 words
15. Los Altos Heritage 
____
16. Looking like the origi-
nal, 2 words
17. Recede like a tide
18. Gallop
19. ‘In your dreams!’- 2 
words
22. Stray cat’s locale
24. Firms, abbr.
25. Cars featured in Los 
Altos event
29. Mongrel
30. “What ___!” (how 
funny) , 2 words
31. French for water
32. Impermanent
34. Feminine suffix
35. Handle, 2 words
36. Fido’s treats
37. 56 in Roman letters
38. “In excelsis ___”

40. Frock wearer
42. Multi-plug connecter
46. Top
47. Troubles
48. “That is to say...”, 2 
words
49. Reply to a captain
50. Vintage computer 
monitor, for short

Down
1. Philosophy of human 
conduct
2. Dry wine drink
3. Stock page hdg., abbr.
4. Pequod skipper
5. Djokovic’s nationality
6. Currency exchange 
board abbr.
7. “Black Dahlia” star, 
Johansson
8. Dig
9. Composer
10. Jeanne d’Arc, e.g. , 
abbr.
11. Bow making wood
13. White hat wearer
19. Depositor’s holding, 
abbr.

20. Whiskey drinks
21. Descendant of Jacob
22. English river
23. Bakery supply
25. Frying pan material, 2 
words
26. Buckeye’s home
27. Beluga yield
28. Figure (out)
33. Silver State
36. Surprise at blunder
38. World War II important 
event
39. Effortlessness
40. Data Act, abbr.
41. Most talked about 
drink in “Pirates...”
42. That’s it!
43. Gentle care often 
needed by horses, abbr.
44. Ever, poetically
45. Alphabet segment

– Los Altos clues bolded

Puzzles Page
Town Crier Crossword

By Myles Mellor

15 fruits are listed below. 
They may go across, up 
and down or diagonally 
in the puzzle. Circle 
each one as you find it.

By Myles Mellor and Susan Flanagan

Apples

Apricot

Banana

Blackberry

Cantaloupe

Dates

Grapefruit

Mango

Melon

Orange

Peach

Pears

Plums

Pomegranate

Raspberry

Answers 
on Page 35

Sudoku Find A Word

Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9X9 grid that has been subdivided into nine smaller 
grids of 3X3 squares. To solve the puzzle each row, column and box must contain 
each of the numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles come in three grades: easy, medium and difficult. 
Level: Medium
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Los Altos girls 
win volleyball title

By Curtis Driscoll 
Staff Writer/curtisd@latc.com 

After two years of re-
building, Los Altos is 
back on top as SCVAL 

De Anza Division champions 
after beating Los Gatos 3-1 
Thursday evening. 
	 A surprising Milpitas 
sweep of second-place Palo 
Alto Thursday has ensured 
Los Altos (21-5) a title for 
the first time since 2022. 
After back-to-back sixth-
place finishes in 2023 and 
2024, this year’s team of 
experienced seniors and 
younger players has won 
the title with a game to go 
and a 10-1 record in league 
play. Los Altos outside hit-
ter Aviya Russo was a fresh-
man on the 2022 team and 
was proud of the team for 
achieving one of its goals 
this season.  
	 “It’s definitely a full cir-
cle moment,” Russo said. 

“It’s fun to see the freshmen 
on our team now and how I 
felt when I won as a fresh-
man. It’s cool.”
	 Los Altos coach Peter 
Kim knew the team had a 
chance at the beginning of 
the season, but didn’t ex-
pect the Eagles to start as 
well as it did, winning its 
first seven league games 
by a combined set score of 
21-4. Libero Ana Heath, 
middle blocker Ella McFar-
lane and Russo are senior 
captains who have set the 
tone, while right-sided hit-
ter Kat Minkevich, setter 
Angela Deng and defensive 
specialist Katlyn King have 
emerged with key roles as 
freshmen. 
	 “We’ve had a young 
team the last two years, 
and they’re finally get-
ting older,” Kim said. “We 
got a good group of fresh-
men coming in and they’ve 

helped us tremendously be-
cause we needed that talent 
to come in.” 
	 Los Altos had to rally 
early against fourth-place 

Los Gatos (12-12), who did 
not make it easy to clinch. 
Los Gatos jumped out to 
an early lead in the first set 
and were up 24-21 before 

Los Altos got five points 
in a row, including three 
straight aces by Russo to 

Last-second win propels Los Altos water polo to co-champions
By Curtis Driscoll 
Staff Writer/curtisd@latc.com 

It was a week to remember for the 
Los Altos girls water polo team, 
starting with a last-second win 

against title rivals Palo Alto Tuesday 
and clinching a share of the regular sea-
son title against Los Gatos Thursday. 
	 Los Altos (18-5) finishes the regu-
lar season co-champions with Palo 
Alto with a 13-1 record in the SCVAL 
De Anza Division after a thrilling 8-7 
win and a last-second goal with two 
seconds left from Kylie Parman after 
back-and-forth exchanges. 
	 “Scoring that last-second (goal) is 
something I will never forget, and I 
don’t think the girls will,” Los Altos 
coach Katie Tasman said. 
	 Palo Alto has been Los Altos’ main 
rival for years, often due to the high 
stakes when they met in the league. 
Los Altos and Palo Alto were regu-
lar-season co-champions last year, 
with Los Altos losing in the SCVAL 
playoff league tournament to Palo 
Alto. Los Altos’ Sophia Boschken 
said the Eagles have gotten stron-
ger and more confident as the sea-
son progressed, with several players 
poised and assertive in taking shots 

and scoring in the comeback against 
Palo Alto. Los Altos outscored Palo 
Alto 4-0 in the fourth quarter. 
	 “We lost to them early in the sea-
son, so beating them in the end was 
really nice,” Boschken said. “It was 
really stressful at the last second. 
It felt like we were going to go into 
overtime because it was 7-7, and in 
the last two seconds, we scored.”
	 Los Altos followed the Palo Alto 
win with an 11-6 win over Los Gatos 
(10-12) two days later. The Wildcats 
came ready to play in the first half 
and were down just 5-3 at halftime 
before the Eagles pulled away in the 
second half.  
	 “Los Gatos is never a team to sleep 
on,” Tasman said. “Don (Appleton) 
is a phenomenal coach; they have so 
much talent at that school. They his-
torically are probably one of the best 
teams in our league.”
	 Tasman credited Los Altos’ speed, 
water polo IQ and a willingness to 
sacrifice and play selflessly in the 
water for its success this season, de-
scribing the team as one of the most 
talented in her time coaching Los 
Altos. The team had a turning point 
after beating Marin County power-

house Archie Williams 10-9 in early 
October, providing Los Altos with a 
shot of confidence towards the end of 
the year. 
	 “I think that when they commu-
nicate and they play just to have fun, 
we are a very strong team,” Tasman 
said. 
	 A 9-5 win over Valley Christian 

(12-11) Saturday has Los Altos on a 
10-game winning streak as it enters 
the postseason SCVAL league tour-
nament. Palo Alto is the No. 1 seed 
because of a better goal differential, 
while Los Altos is the No. 2 seed. 
	 “We will hopefully be able to get 
those two wins and meet them in the 
championship,” Tasman said.

See VOLLEYBALL, Page 22

ALAN HWANG/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER 

Los Altos’ Katlyn King goes for a dig during the game against Los Gatos Thursday. Los Altos won 
the SCVAL De Anza Division Thursday after Palo Alto also lost. 

ALAN HWANG/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER 

Los Altos goalkeeper Alison Han goes up to block a shot during the Los Gatos 
game Thursday night.  

Sports
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10 AM
190 Jordan Avenue, 
Los Altos 

9 AM & 11:30 AM
1300 Grant Road, 
Los Altos

All are welcome

SUNDAY SERVICES To list your Religious Organization,  
please email Janice at 

JaniceF@Latc.com

9:00 Contemporary Service
and Sunday School

11:00 Traditional Service & Choir

1715 Grant Road • Los Altos
BETWEEN FOOTHILL BLVD. & FREMONT AVE.

650-967-4906 • www.ilclosaltos.com

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN LOS ALTOS

Come Share the Spirit

1715 Grant Road, Los Altos
650-967-4906  •  www.ilclosaltos.com

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN  
CHURCH, LOS ALTOS

Inspirational messages and 
great music! Please 

visit our website 
at ilclosaltos.com 

for more information!

Join us online or in person 
for worship at 10 am! 

460 S. El Monte Ave. (at Cuesta)
650.948.3012

office@losaltoslutheran.org
Email the office for the Worship Zoom Link

Rejoice in the Word + Sent in the Spirit

10am In-Person & Online

www.LosAltosLutheran.org

Los Altos Lutheran Church

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

RELIGIOUS DIRECTORY

Saint Nicholas and Saint William
Catholic Parish

Rev. Matthew D. Stanley, Pastor
St. Nicholas Church

473 Lincoln Ave., Los Altos

Sat:   8 am
Sun:  8 am, 10 am, 12 pm, 5 pm (French)
M-F: 8 am, 12:10 pm

Sat:  4 pm
Sun: 9 am, 11 am*, 5 pm
         *in-person & livestream

St. William Church
611 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

Mass Schedule Mass Schedule

650-948-2158 www.snswparish.org

People Ma�er. Truth Ma�ers.
                      The Gospel is Our Only Hope.

Service

Home of Los Altos Christian Schools www.lacs.com

www.bridges.church

People Ma�er. Truth Ma�ers.
                      The Gospel is Our Only Hope.

Service

Home of Los Altos Christian Schools www.lacs.com

www.bridges.church

People Ma�er. Truth Ma�ers.
                      The Gospel is Our Only Hope.

Service

Home of Los Altos Christian Schools www.lacs.com

www.bridges.church

People Ma�er. Truth Ma�ers.
                      The Gospel is Our Only Hope.

Service

Home of Los Altos Christian Schools www.lacs.com

www.bridges.church

UNION CHURCH
A Community of Christ Followers Loving, 

Learning & Serving Together

www.youtube.com/ 
@unionpresbyterianchurchlos437

Worship 10am
~ Join us in person or online ~

858 University Ave. 
www.unionpc.org

(650) 948-4361

St. Simon  Catholic  
Church & School 

 
Please check our website for 

links to Live Stream Mass 
www.stsimon.church 

 

Mass Schedule 
Weekday:  6:30 am & 8:30 am 
Saturday:  8:30 am & 5:00 pm 

Sunday:  7:30, 9:00, 11:15, 5:00 pm 
 
 

Fr. Brendan McGuire, Pastor 
1860 Grant Road, Los Altos  94024 

650-880-1401 

 

First Church of Christ, Scientist

ChristianScienceLosAltos.org
See website for details and updates

401 University Ave,
LOS ALTOS

Sunday Service  
10am-11am

READING ROOM  60 Main Street 
Wed 9:30am -12pm • Thur 2pm - 4pm • Sat 9am-12pm

Sunday School  
10am-11am

Wed. Testimony Meeting  7:30pm
~ Call-in Available for Services ~

~ striving to live what Jesus taught us ~

Arts4all.org

Nothing sparks a child's 
developing mind like  
learning an instrument ✴
Come to CSMA for high-quality private music 
lessons and a vibrant music community! We 
provide a comprehensive music education, 
including group classes, music theory, 
ensembles, recitals, and free concerts. Our 
Mountain View campus offers soundproof 
studios and beautiful performance spaces.

Sports

take the set. The slow start 
has been consistent recent-
ly, something Kim and the 
coaching staff are working 
with the players to fix be-
fore the playoffs. 
	 “We’ve been trying to 
stop that, because if we’re 
going to play somebody in 
the playoffs who is equally 
good as us if not better, it’s 
going to be tough to beat 
people,” Kim said. “We’ve 
got to be ready from the 
start.”
	 The Eagles won the sec-
ond set 25-18, but the Wild-
cats responded by taking 
the third 25-21, prompting 
the Eagles to jump out to a 
7-1 lead in the fourth set en 
route to a 25-17 win. 
	 While there is one more 
league game remaining at 
Milpitas Tuesday (after the 

Town Crier print deadline), 
attention will soon turn to 
the CCS playoffs. Los Altos 
will likely be in the CCS 
Open Division, which will 
feature several teams from 
the West Catholic Athletic 
League, like Archbishop 
Mitty, and the best from the 
Peninsula Athletic League 
Bay Division and the West 
Bay Athletic League. While 
Open Division seeding will 
not be decided until af-
ter the regular season, last 
year’s SCVAL De Anza 
Division champions, Palo 
Alto, were the No. 3 seed. 
	 “I definitely think we 
can compete,” Kim said of 
the CCS Open Division. “If 
we are playing well and fo-
cused and taking our time 
getting into the match, I 
think we can compete with 
anybody. We just have to be 
confident and do whatever 
it takes to win.”

VOLLEYBALL
From Page 21

ALAN HWANG/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER 

Los Altos outside hitter Aviya Russo goes up for a spike during 
the Los Gatos game Thursday. 
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Do you need to 
have a Legal or 
Public Notice 

published?
Then look no further than the Los Altos Town Crier.

The Town Crier’s unmatched service can take 
care of your Fictitious Business Name Statement, 
Notice of Probate, Name Change and much more.

For more information, 
contact Melissa at 

(650) 397-5208, 
or email: 

 legals@latc.com
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Sports

St. Francis football gets 
convincing win over SI 
By Andres Baisch 
Town Crier Editorial Intern 

The St. Francis football 
team (3-5, 3-2) won its 
most convincing game 

yet in an up-and-down season, a 
28-7 over St. Ignatius (2-6, 1-4).
	 A week after a 41-28 loss 
on the road to Junipero Serra, 
St. Francis started strong and 
never looked back Friday, 
scoring all 28 points in the 
first half and only allowing 
one score in the third quarter. 
	 Receiver Dom Oteiza got 
the momentum going for St. 
Francis, returning the first 
punt from St. Ignatius 88 
yards to put the Lancers up 
early. It was all St. Francis 
from there, adding two short 
rushing touchdowns from 
Motu Keeanaina, as well as 
a 51-yard touchdown pass to 
Aaron Bonini from quarter-
back Drew Cumby. 
	 St. Francis stopped St. 
Ignatius multiple times on 
fourth down and stopped an 
early red zone drive by an in-
terception by defensive back 
Sefanaia Alatini. Assistant 
coach Matt Scharrenberg said 
the Lancer defense can build 
on this win for next week’s 
road game at Sacred Heart 
Cathedral. 

	 “We’ve been working on 
our communication,” Schar-
renberg said. “Eliminating 
(penalties) and trusting what 
they’re seeing out there.” 
	 Scharrenberg cited penal-
ties as a major weakness in 
last week’s loss to Serra. 
	 With just under two min-
utes left in the game, offen-
sive lineman David Vea went 
down with an injury that re-
quired significant medical 
attention. Vea was conscious 
and had minimal movement 
in his hands. 
	 Both teams, along with the 
officials, agreed to end the 
game at 28-7. After the game 
was called, both teams came 
together in prayer at midfield. 
Head coach Greg Calcagno 
appreciated St. Ignatius let-
ting the game end and joining 
in prayer. 
	 “As much as you work hard 
to defeat an opponent, we ap-
preciate their prayers,” Calc-
agno said. Calcagno said the 
team was keeping Vea in their 
prayers and would worry 
about football later. Saturday 
morning, Vea was released 
from Stanford hospital after 
all tests came back negative.
	 St. Francis will travel to 
San Francisco to face Sacred 
Heart Cathedral Friday. 

To pitch an idea for the Sports section or to comment on its content, 
email section editor Curtis Driscoll at curtisd@latc.com.

Become a Town Crier paid subscriber.
Visit losaltosonline.com and click on the “Subscribe” button.
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LOS ALTOS RUG GALLERY

Store ClosingStore Closing  

SALESALE
Store Closing 

SALE
OPEN EVERYDAY 10 AM – 6 PM

LOS ALTOS RUG GALLERY

OVER 3,000 ORIENTAL, ANTIQUE, TRIBAL, RUGS

Store ClosingStore Closing  

SALESALE
Store Closing 

SALE
OPEN EVERYDAY 10 A.M – 6 P.M

(650) 327-0668 / (650) 575-1993  •  366 STATE STREET, LOS ALTOS

UP TOUP TO  75% 75% OFFOFFUP TO 75% OFF
MUST GOMUST GOMUST GO  

OVER 3,000 ORIENTAL, ANTIQUE, TRIBAL, & MODERN RUGS

WILL ACCEPT 
EVERY 

REASONABLE 
OFFER!
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Your Home
SECTION

2 Business & Real Estate
Datebook

Obituaries
Your Home is published once a month. For advertising information, email sales@latc.com. 

By Christina Casillas  
Staff Writer/christinac@latc.com 

As a Mexican-American, 
I’ve always appreciated 
my culture’s relationship 

with death. Rather than an end-
ing, it’s a transition from one side 
of existence to the other. It’s a 
simple fact of life, and what I love 
is that we have a whole season 
dedicated to remembering those 
we’ve lost. We honor our dead 
when the veil between our plane 
of existence and the other side is 
thinner: Dia de Muertos.  
	 Dia de Muertos, usually 
celebrated Nov. 1 and Nov. 2, 
is a time for us to honor our  
ancestors who have gone  
before us. In some traditions, 
including mine, the souls  
return in waves in the days lead-
ing up to Dia de Muertos: On 
Oct. 27, the souls of pets; Oct. 
28, the souls of those who died 
violent, traumatic or accidental 
deaths; Oct. 29, the souls of those 
who drowned; Oct. 30, the souls 
of those who have been forgotten 
or are in limbo; Oct. 31, the souls 
of unbaptized children; Nov. 1,  
the souls of baptized children; 

and Nov. 2, the souls of adults.  
	 Dia de Muertos isn’t a solemn 
occasion – it’s a celebration. Mu-
sic, bright colors, candles and 
flowers are core parts of honor-
ing those we’ve lost.  

	 The usual Dia de Muer-
tos setup includes an ofrenda,  
an altar of offerings to the 
dead. They’re usually adorned 
in bright colors, candles,  
cempasuchíl (marigolds) and of-

ferings of the favorite food and 
drink of the dead we remember. 
Pan de muertos, a sweet “bread 
of the dead” is also customary. 
Personal belongings and photos 
of those who’ve passed are placed 

there. Some people even line the 
way to the ofrenda with candles 
and cempasuchíl, as they guide 
the souls back home.  
	 When putting together an 
ofrenda, some good questions to 
keep in mind about who you’re 
honoring include: 
	 • What did the person like to 
eat or drink?  
	 • What were their hobbies?
	 • What music did they like?   
	 • What would they miss most 
after death?  
	 Dia de Muertos is espe-
cially pertinent to me this  
year. I lost my grandma,  
Florence May Grainger, on 
Aug. 15. She would have  
turned 84 on Aug. 16. Her  
absence has taken a toll on my 
family and me, especially as 
the holiday season progresses,  
but I’ve found solace in  
knowing that I will be able  
to honor her, and she will be 
coming back even if I can’t see 
her. While in some traditions one 
should wait a year after some-
one’s death to put their photo 

CHRISTINA CASILLAS/TOWN CRIER

Creating an altar, like the one above, for Dia de Muertos is a tradition that honors the dead.

Honor the dead with an ofrenda for Dia de Muertos

By Lyn Rogers

There are many types of bags, each 
with its own unique style and pur-
pose. Common types include tote 

bags, shoulder bags, crossbody bags, clutch-
es, satchels, bucket bags, backpacks and duf-
fel bags. Other categories include messenger 
bags, wristlets, doctor bags and evening bags.
	 Each category has specific ways of orga-
nizing them, depending on the value and 
the number owned. Tote bags don’t require 
special handling, whereas a designer purse 
may need to be stored in a more careful 
manner. For example, tote bags are gener-
ally used for shopping and can be stored in 
your trunk. I keep mine in an insulated bag, 
which not only is convenient for cold and 
frozen items, but keeps the number of totes 
I own to a reasonable number: if it doesn’t fit 
in the insulated bag, I need to change how 
many I own. I only keep those that are clean 
and in great shape.
	 Backpacks should be stored upright and 
free of anything that might leave an unpleas-
ant scent, such as unwashed socks or old 
food. Duffel bags should also be kept odor-

free, but can lie flat when not in use. I prefer 
keeping empty duffels all together inside 
one larger one, to save space. Messenger and 
laptop bags can be stored upright, as if they 
were books on a bookshelf.
	 For less valuable purses, the storage 
solutions are very similar to those used for 
designer bags, with some exceptions. For 
multiple bags, shelf dividers allow for bags to 
stand upright and for you to see them clearly.  
Empty them completely and stuff with acid-
free paper so they will retain their shape.  
Use a dust bag or neutral-colored pillowcase 
to not only keep it dust-free, but also allow it 
to breathe. Breathing prevents mold,  
especially in leather products.
	 Acrylic drawers and cubbies can be used 
to store less expensive purses. You can also 
use lidded baskets or unused suitcases. No 
matter the value of your purse or any other 

How to store, manage and organize a beloved bag collection

Conquering Clutter

See ALTAR, Page 26

СЕМЕН САЛИВАНЧУК/ADOBE STOCK

Organizational methods vary when dealing with handbags. See PURSES, Page 26
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• Full service design-build firm 
with an integrated team

• Design concept, 
specifications, drawings 
and permit acquisition

• Over 25 years of construction 
and project management 
experience

• Small scale renovations, 
additions and full house 
remodels

• Award winning designs

(650) 948-4200
1574 Country Club Drive

Los Altos, CA 94024
License #716400

hammerschmidtinc.com
EXPLORE HCI

Hammerschmidt 
Construction

CONCIERGE
CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

In the San Francisco Bay Area, we match your project with our team of vetted

architects, engineers & contractors to implement your vision.

Our crews are honest & trustworthy averaging 25+ years of experience.

(4 1 5 )  8 3 0 - 0 3 2 8

L A N N @ C O N T R A C T O R S C E N T R A L . N E T

W W W . C O N T R A C T O R S C E N T R A L . N E T

COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATIONS

ADU’S
&

 JADU’S

S P E C I A L I Z I N G  I N :

CUSTOM
HOME
BUILDS

KITCHEN &
BATHROOM
REMODELS

SECOND
FLOOR

ADDITIONS

LANDSCAPING
DECKS &

MORE!

W E  L O O K  O U T  F O R  Y O U R  B E S T  I N T E R E S T !

Your Home

If you have an idea for Your Home or would like 
to comment on its content, email section editor 

Christina Casillas at christinac@latc.com. family members.  
	 I’ll be adorning my ofrenda with photos 
of my grandmother. She loved Elvis Pres-
ley, Disney, dolls and arts and crafts. I plan to 
place an Elvis 45 record I have on the ofren-
da, along with Disney stuffies, a doll 
or two, and some paint and paint 
brushes. I’ll also be giving her some  
buttered toast – she loved  
buttered toast. 
	 For my paternal grandfa-
ther, I plan to leave Mexican 
sweet bread and a shot 
of tequila, as he  
enjoyed drinking. 
The same goes for  
my uncle Bri-
an, who will be 
journeying  with   
his mother (my  

grandma) this year – he will  get a shot of  
liquor too.  
	 We also place photos of my great-grand-
mothers, a few great uncles and other family 
members who we remember, even if I never 
got the chance to meet them. I’ll also be add-
ing carrots, a toy and treats for my bunny  

Steffie, who I had to put down in Janu-
ary after almost 10 years with her.   

An ofrenda doesn’t have to 
be big – it can be set up 

on a big table, a small 
shelf, or even placed on  

the floor. What matters is 
that it’s there and souls 

will return knowing 
they’re being  

remembered, 
and you can 
associate the 
afterlife with 

light, color and  
celebration. 

ALTAR
From Page 25

type of bag (except totes and duffels), refrain 
from hanging from their straps. This will put 
stress on them and eventually ruin them. 
For more valuable items, always follow the 
manufacturer’s recommendations, as differ-
ent materials have special care requirements.
	 Doctors’ bags have very strict legal require-
ments, so it’s imperative that you follow the 
laws in your city/state/country to be compli-
ant.
	 As for how many of any type of bag you 
should own, there is no set number, but ask 
yourself a few questions: 
	 • Is the number I own realistic for the task 
it’s designed for? 

	 • Do I have enough room to store them 
without causing resentment from family 
members when I store them in several rooms 
in the house? 
	 • Are any of my bags and purses in disre-
pair or filthy? 
	 • Am I collecting them or hoarding them 
just to look at, but never use? 
	 • Can I realistically afford to keep buying 
more? Do I understand that it’s OK to use my 
special accessories, because I am special?
	 “You don’t have to carry a designer bag 
that costs more than a car to look cool.” –Ke-
sha
	 Los Altos Hills resident Lyn Rogers, a 
professional organizer, is owner and CEO of 
Lyn At Your Service. For more information, 
visit LynAtYourService.com.

PURSES
From Page 25

THARINDU/ADOBE STOCK
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Business & Real Estate
By Olivia Levesque Ouellette 
Town Crier Editorial Intern 

Selling pianos for more than 
60 years, Mountain View 
resident Greg Wurm said 

he will semi-retire later this year 
when his store closes its doors. 
	 After 35 years in business, 
Peninsula Piano Brokers plans 
to shutter in December due to a 
change in property management, 
Wurm added. The store is located 
at 4333 El Camino Real in Palo 
Alto, which is near the Los Altos 
border. 
	 Although the physical location 
will shut down, Wurm said he will 
continue to sell the remaining in-
ventory by appointment only. By 
December, he plans to store ap-
proximately 40 pianos at a ware-
house. 
	 Starting in the business at 18 
years old in 1965, Wurm said his 
passion for pianos inspired him to 
start his own business at 40 years 
old.  
	 “I had two previous bosses 
who I worked for and neither of 
them could play a note,” Wurm 
said. “They could have been sell-
ing whatever, they were sales peo-
ple. But I love the piano. I would 
sometimes not want to sell brands 
that they were trying to sell, be-
cause I thought they were lousy. 
So I thought, well, if I do this my-
self, I can choose how I want to 
sell.” 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 Lena Wurm, Greg’s wife, said 
his semi-retirement will allow 
them to relax and use their time 
for hobbies and interests.  
	 “His life is going to be a bit 
emptier until he figures out what 
to do,” Lena said. “He’s going to 
have a whole lot of free time that 
he’s going to have to figure out 
how to spend. His friends have 
been trying to steer him toward 
maybe performing with a small lo-
cal band or something like that or 
playing the piano in some venues.” 
	 Kathie Chang, who has worked 
at Peninsula Piano Brokers for 
more than 15 years, said Wurm 
created a welcoming and comfort-
able working environment.  
	 “He’s a very generous and hon-

est businessman in the piano busi-
ness,” Chang said. “He always 
cares about all the customers’ 
situations and assists them to pur-
chase the right piano that fits their 
needs. He always carefully choos-
es his inventory and does his best 
to sell the pianos at the best price 
for the customer.”  
	 Discussing modern-day piano 
stores, Wurm said it’s devastating 
to see so many piano stores like his 
close.  
	 “I never thought I’d see this 
day where people are just giving 
their pianos away,” Wurm said. 

“Everybody in the world is down-
sizing. I get phone calls asking, 
please get it out, and I’m getting 
some sensationally nice pianos for 
next to nothing or even nothing.” 
	 Lena said the store’s closure 
will be a bittersweet moment for 
them. 
	 “It’s been his life to be around 
pianos,” Lena said. “He’s been to 
factories, where they make pia-
nos, he knows the history of pia-
nos, he has always, always loved 
them and he loves to play.”  
	 Reflecting on his work, Wurm 
said his favorite aspect of selling 

pianos is demonstrating the dif-
ferent kinds of pianos for custom-
ers.  
	 “I’ve always played the piano,” 
Wurm said. “It’s always been 
my best friend and that’s why I 
dearly like selling the pianos that  
are older and made with such 
great material – they just seem 
to have more soul to me. When  
I show (customers) the piano,  
they really do record it – it’s  
because I could play.”  
	 For more information on Pen-
insula Piano Brokers, visit pen-
insulapiano-brokers.com. 

Longtime piano store closing, but owner isn’t done just yet 

By Artie Green

The S&P 500 is up over 
14% so far this year. But 
job growth is slowing 

and Trump tariffs are starting 
to drive up prices in numerous 
sectors. Is the economy  
heading for a fall? Are we near-
ing a market peak? Is this a 
good time to sell stocks?
	 Investors ask themselves 
these kinds of questions all the 
time. Especially when stock 
prices are at or near all-time 
highs. But rather than worry-
ing about whether this is a good 
or bad time to do anything, 
let’s consider the consequence 
of making the wrong market 
timing decision.
	 The three worst days to have 
invested in the stock market 
over the past 25 years were 
March 24, 2000, Oct. 9, 2007 
and Feb. 19, 2020. The first 

was the peak of the dot-com 
bubble, after which the S&P 
500 declined by more than 49% 
before starting its recovery. 
The Global Financial Crisis 
(or Great Recession, however 
you choose to call it) began on 
the second date, resulting in a 
57% market drop and lasting 
for more than five years before 
the S&P 500 was able to set a 
new high again. And I’m sure 
everyone remembers the Covid 
pandemic crash of 2020. Stock 
prices dropped 34% in a matter 
of days.
	 Let’s suppose that you are 
the worst market timer on the 
planet. You invested $100K in 
an S&P 500 mutual fund on 
March 24, 2000, watched the 
market chop your money in 
half and became so discour-
aged that you stopped invest-
ing. That is, until 2007 came 

along, when you decided to 
take the plunge again. You 
added another $100K to your 
fund on Oct. 9, only to watch 
the market collapse again. 
This time it took you almost 13 
years before you could gather 
up the courage to invest again. 
Unfortunately your timing 
remained impeccably bad. You 
chose the peak before the Co-
vid crash to put your last $100K 
into that faithful mutual fund. 
The subsequent market slump 
convinced you that you might 
as well give up investing. You 
consequently refused to look at 
any of your monthly statements 
or listen to any financial media, 
instead focusing all your inter-
est and passion on your hobby 

of carving miniature automo-
biles out of soap bars.
	 Did your investment experi-
ence really turn out to be a 
disaster? If you had looked at 
your balance as of the end of 
September of this year, you 
might have been surprised to 
learn that you were now worth 
over $1 million.
	 How is this possible? It’s 
simply because market gains 
far exceed market losses over 
time. The longer you remain 
invested, the greater the return 
your portfolio will experience 
regardless of whatever hap-
pened when you started.
	 Would you have gained 
more by missing the worst 
days? Of course! But how can 
you identify them in advance? 
And even if you could, since 
stock prices tend to drop  
rapidly when downturns begin, 

how can you possibly manage 
to beat all the other investors to 
the exit door? And do it every 
time there’s a downturn?
	 This is not to suggest that 
buy and hold is necessarily 
the right strategy for invest-
ing. Things do change over 
time: the economy, interest 
rates, even your own goals, just 
to name a few. A successful 
investment strategy includes 
rebalancing and reallocat-
ing your investment portfolio 
periodically, not to mention 
tax-loss harvesting to optimize 
the amount of wealth you get to 
keep.
	 It isn’t about trying to time 
the market.
	 Los Altos resident Artie 
Green is founder of Cognizant 
Wealth Advisors. For more 
information, visit cognizant-
wealth.com. 

How bad can bad market timing be? It’s not as gloomy as you think

Nest Egg Briefs

MIA SCOTT/TOWN CRIER EDITORIAL 
INTERN

Peninsula Piano Brokers 
owner Greg Wurm, above, is 
shuttering his long-time piano 
store, right. 
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O F F E R  P R I C E

$5,398,000

1285 HAMILTON AVE

FOUNDING SALES PARTNER

Alex Wang |  650-800-8840
DRE 01351503

J U S T  L I S T E D  |  P A L O  A L T O

 2,907 sqft Interior | 10,400 sqft Lot
3 Beds | 3 Baths | 2 Car Garage

Business & Real Estate

Los Altos
	 147 Fremont Avenue, L. 
Huang to Y. & S. Bylokhov for 
$1,975,000
	 861 Riverside Drive,  
Kazovsky Living Trust to L. & 
Q. Zhu for $4,300,000
	 743 Santa Rita Avenue,  
Kinell Family Trust to S. & C. 
Zhao for $4,900,000
	 201 Yerba Buena Av-
enue, Rathaur Family Trust 
to Nasrabadi Living Trust for 
$5,500,000
	 589 Cherry Avenue,  
Creston Dr LLC to R. & D. 
Pham for $7,350,000
	 1355 Arbor Avenue,  
Suri Family Trust to Adam Liv-
ing Trust for $8,200,000

Los Altos Hills
	 25620 Deerfield Drive, 
Rimer Living Trust to A. & A. 
Hansen for $5,000,000
	 26792 Robleda Court, 
Edward J Yarolin Family 
Lp to Johri Family Trust for 
$5,401,000
	 12698 La Cresta Drive,  
L. & S. Harris to Tzl Holding 
LLC for $7,501,000
	 12791 Normandy Lane, 
Freiman Family Trust to Drew 
Family Trust for $8,000,000

Mountain View
	 50 East Middlefield Road 
#40, X. Huynh to J. & K. Haas 
for $520,000
	 2255 Showers Drive #421, 
Patwardhan Family Trust to 

Zhang & Chen Family Trust for 
$655,000
	 505 Cypress Point Drive 
#176, K. Herz to J. Herington 
for $668,000
	 2211 Rock Street, C. 
Cong to S. & E. Bengtson for 
$1,414,000
	 1905 Stella Street, Y. Deng 
to J. & Y. Qi for $1,780,000
	 2381 Adele Avenue, Pugh 
Trust to E. & M. Kim for 
$2,000,000
	 526 Victory Avenue, H. 
Casaretto to C. & A. Vanstone 
for $2,137,500
	 586 Burgoyne Street, Car-
dona Family Trust to L. & F. 
You for $3,230,000
	 1152 Morton Court, M. 
Wong to A. & R. Puli for 

$3,975,000
	 1033 Marilyn Drive, Sf23L 
LLC to J. & R. Almanza for 
$5,450,000
	 596 Franklin Street, Eisen-
bud Trust to M. & J. Li for 
$5,738,000

Cupertino
	 939 South Tantau Avenue, 
Skinner Trust to M. & H. Hu 
for $2,412,000
	 10451 Finch Avenue, Sim-
plify Wealth LLC to Zhang & 
Wu Family Trust for $2,630,000

Total Sales

Los Altos

Total sales: 6
Lowest sale: $1,975,000

Highest sale: $8,200,000
Average sale: $5,370,800

Los Altos Hills
Total sales: 4
Lowest sale: $5,000,000
Highest sale: $8,000,000
Average sale: $6,475,500

Mountain View
Total sales:11
Lowest sale: $520,000
Highest sale: $5,738,000
Average sale: $2,506,100

Cupertino
Total sales: 2
Lowest sale: $2,412,000
Highest sale: $2,630,000
Average sale: $2,521,000

– CalREsource

Transactions

MATTHEW LEE-ASIONG/TOWN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN

The last installment of the Downtown Los Altos Farmer’s Market was held 
Oct. 9. Members of the community took the opportunity to get their last fix 
of farm-fresh produce.

Last market of the season
Beware of Halloween costume scams
Better Business Bureau

If you see an ad for extremely discounted 
Halloween costumes, beware! BBB 
Scam Tracker has received a few reports 

of phony websites offering deals that are 
too good to be true or fake coupons sent via 
email. Here’s how to spot these impostor 
sites and avoid being tricked

How the scam works
	 You see an ad online or receive an email 
for Halloween costumes with shockingly low 
prices – claims like “overstock clearance,” 
“90% off,” or “reduced prices.” It looks like 
a great deal, especially with Halloween right 
around the corner.  
	 But before you click “buy,” take a closer 
look. BBB Scam Tracker has received reports 
of fake websites tricking consumers into pur-
chasing costumes that don’t actually exist. 
One consumer shared, “fake website – at-
tempted to buy a Halloween costume – took 
my payment and all my contact information 
including my mailing address. The payment 
part of the site just spun. I knew they just 
took all my info and then a day later I had two 

charges on my credit card that were fraud.”
	 Other consumers reported clicking on so-
cial media ads promising great deals on cos-
tumes and decorations only to find out that 
they’ve shared their credit card information 
on phony websites and purchased items that 
they will never receive. 
	 If you’re tempted by these “too good to be 
true” deals here are a few tips: 
	 • Research before you buy. Search online 
for terms like “scam” or “complaint,” and the 
company name. 
	 • Check for contact information. Legiti-
mate retailers generally provide a physical 
address and customer service phone num-
ber. Be cautious if a website only has an email 
form. 
	 • Avoid deals that seem too good to be 
true. Extreme discounts on trending cos-
tumes can be a red flag. Check prices from 
reputable retailers to confirm. 
	 • Use secure payment methods. Credit 
cards and other secure payment methods of-
fer fraud protection; or don’t direct transfer.
	 • If your bank flags a purchase, contact 
them immediately to review your options.
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Kathy 
Bridgman’s
NEW LISTING  
OF THE WEEK

OPEN SAT & SUN  November 1 & 2, 2:00 – 4:00pm

650.868.7677
License #01189798
kathy@kathybridgman.com
kathybridgman.com 
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#1 Individual Agent  
Los Altos & 

Los Altos Hills, 2024

The Results Are In . . .  
Kathy remains the leader in LA/LAH 

sales by an individual agent.  

Work with the best in 2025!

Per MLS reported sales volume for LA/LAH. 2024

Timeless Style and Brand-New Updates in Waverly Park

2721 Fairbrook Drive, Mountain View
• Two levels with 4 bedrooms and 3 baths 

• Approximately 2,307 square feet (not 
verified by Compass)

• Approximately 7,950 square-foot lot (not 
verified by Compass) 

• New updates include: hardwood floors, 
paint inside and out, kitchen, primary suite 
bath, and refreshed landscaping 

• Spacious formal living room with fireplace 
plus formal dining room

• Newly remodeled all-white kitchen opens 
to a large casual dining room and family 
room with fireplace, each with sliding 
glass door to the rear yard

• Full bath on main level

• Upstairs primary bedroom with newly 
remodeled en suite bath

• Three additional bedrooms served by  
an updated full bath

• Private rear yard with synthetic lawn, 
large arbor-covered patio, signature 
redwood tree, and separately fenced  
side yard

• Sought-after Waverly Park  
neighborhood minutes from shops, 
restaurants, El Camino Hospital, and 
Silicon Valley tech centers

• Excellent Mountain View schools (buyer  
to confirm)

Price upon request  |  2721Fairbrook.com
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DAVID TROYER    LIC#01234450

650.440.5076  |  DAVID@DAVIDTROYER.COM  |  DAVIDTROYER.COM

TURN-KEY OLD LOS ALTOS CRAFTSMAN WITH AN ENTERTAINER’S YARD

STEPS FROM DOWNTOWN  |  DESIGNER STYLE  |  IDEAL INDOOR/OUTDOOR FLOW

3 BEDROOMS  |  2 BATHROOMS  |  LUXURIOUS PRIMARY SUITE WITH BACKYARD VIEWS     

PRIVATE BACKYARD OASIS  |  FIRE PIT  |  COVERED PATIO  |  LAWN  |  FLEXIBLE-USE GARAGE

614 PALM AVENUE,
LOS ALTOS | OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY   |  614PALM.COM

NATURAL COLOR PALETTE  |  OPEN GREAT ROOM DESIGN  |  GRANITE-APPOINTED KITCHEN

OFFERED AT $3,998,000
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R E A L  E S T A T E
PROFESSIONAL

PROFILES

©2023 UMRO Realty Corp., dba The Agency. Registered service marks all rights reserved. 
The Agency fully supports Equal Housing Opportunity laws. CalDRE #01904054.

• Trusted advisor
• Expert negotiation and client representation

• Highest and best possible price in any market
• Creative marketing

• Extensive local and global network

S U SA N  AS  YO U R  R E A LTO R ®

Scan to learn 
more about Susan

SUSANSIMSHOMES.COM 

SUSAN SIMS
BROKER ASSOCIATE | LIC. #01408349 

650.743.1838  

SUSAN.SIMS@THEAGENCYRE.COM

Edie Halenbeck

Today’s market demands the attention 
of a full-time, experienced agent. As a 
long-time resident, Edie’s mission is to 
elevate the way real estate is discovered, 
and serviced. She uses an honest, ethical 
and dedicated approach to produce the 
best results for her clients. “My team and I 
see ourselves as stewards of an incredibly 
special place and take pride in raising 
the bar when it comes to showcasing our 
neighborhoods unparalleled lifestyle and 
exceptional real estate”.

Realtor®

650.996.8466

edie.halenbeck@compass.com

DRE 01877393

YourFinestHomes.com

The Realtor® Working for you!

“...Professional and poised, you will 
always feel confident while being 

represented by Edie.  
My family and I 

have gotten multiple 
properties with Edie, 

and we’re grateful  
and loyal.” –Victoria F.

©2025 UMRO Realty Corp., DBA The Agency. Registered service marks all rights reserved. The Agency fully supports equal housing opportunity laws. CALDRE #01904054. The Agency, 
its affiliates, subsidiaries, and franchises make no representations, warranties, or guaranties as to the accuracy of the information contained herein, including square footage, lot size or 
other information concerning the condition, suitability or features of the property. All material is intended for informational purposes only and has been obtained from public records, 
MLS, or other sources believed to be reliable, but not verified. You should conduct a careful, independent investigation of the information and property, and consult with appropriate 
professionals, such as  appraisers, architects, civil engineers, etc.  If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. We do not intend to solicit the offerings of other 
real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. CalDRE #01904054.

RANKED AMONG

Los Altos’ 
Top-Performing 
Agents
REALTRENDS VERIFIED CITY RANKINGS

Tori Atwell
BROKER-ASSOCIATE | TORI.ATWELL@THEAGENCYRE.COM
650.996.0123 | LIC. #00927794 | TORISELLSREALESTATE.COM
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Grateful to be Guiding Friends and Family to Real Estate Success

Follow Us @CampiGroup
campi.com | 650.917.2433 | gary@campi.com
Meet with Us @ 195 S. San Antonio Road, Los Altos, CA 94022
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated  |  License # 00600311  |  1Per MLS   |  2Per Real Trends in America

Top 250Top 100#1
Teams2Sothebys International Realty AgentsTeam in Los Altos Hills 20241

262 Covington Rd, Los Altos
Sold at $11,500,000

22100 Mt. Eden Rd, Saratoga
Sold at $14,100,000

630 Nandell Ln, Los Altos
Sold at $11,200,000

12252 Menalto Dr, Los Altos
Sold at $10,550,000

893 Laverne Way, Los Altos
Sold at $8,650,000

10560 Blandor Way, Los Altos Hills
Sold at $8,500,000
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THE TELESCO-CURLEY ADVANTAGE
	Consistent Top Producer with exceptional reputation.
	Committed to personalized service to meet your real estate goals.
	Consistently sells at a higher average sales price.

With the best and most widely recognized real estate brand in the world,

I look forward to helping you recognize the value of your property here 
in the epicenter of Silicon Valley.

Barbara Telesco-Curley
650.861.2488

barbara.curley@sir.com
CalBRE#01837664

Over 90%
of Pam’s business is 
repeat and by referral

WWW.PAMBLACKMAN.COM

100%
of Pam’s listings sell 
(no matter what the 
market conditions)

100%
of Pam’s clients get 
her one-on-one plus 
a personally selected 
team of resources

Over 90%
of Pam’s transactions 
are listings representing 
sellers

Over 90%
of Pam’s business is 
seniors & their families 

650.823.0308 | PAM.BLACKMAN@THEAGENCYRE.COM | WWW.PAMBLACKMAN.COM

REALTOR® | CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL SPECIALIST® | SENIORS REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST®

License #00584333

BY THE NUMBERS . . .  Most recent 5 years
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Offered at $4,698,000  |  1762AustinAvenue.com Offered at $4,398,000  |  3418StaceyCourt.com
1762 AUSTIN AVENUE, LOS ALTOS 3418 STACEY COURT, MOUNTAIN VIEW

SOLD in 13 Days for Over List Price! SOLD in 8 Days for Over List Price!

 + OVER $100 MILLION
   IN SALES IN 2025

ConsultantsInRealEstate.com

 CELEBRATING OVER
   $1 BILLION IN SALES
   SINCE 2000

All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed 
reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. 
No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate

CINDY BOGARD-O’GORMAN 
cindy.ogorman@theagencyre.com 
650.924.8365  |  DRE # 01918407

JUDY BOGARD-TANIGAMI 
judy.bogard@theagencyre.com  
650.207.2111  |  DRE # 00298975

Our EXPERT GUIDANCE & PERSONALIZED ATTENTION makes all the 
difference. Experience you can trust and results that speak for themselves.

JUDY & CINDY

“ Cindy & Judy are a dream team! Smart, massively experienced, meticulously 
organized and incredibly hard working, they repeatedly went above and beyond 
to help get my house on the market and sold for a terrific price. All the way to 
close of escrow, they held my hand and navigated the process. I thank my lucky 
stars I chose to list my house with Cindy & Judy.”
 –  Sandy, A Very Happy Home Seller

Call us! EXCEEDING our client’s 
EXPECTATIONS is our specialty!
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Well Respected, Experienced, Integrity, Local Knowledge, Skillful 
Negotiator & An Excellent Communicator That You Can Rely Upon

Locally working for and with my clients since 1986

Alex “Sandy” Wihtol
& The Wihtol Group

Intero Presidents Club

650-947-4779
sandyw@intero.com

www.sandyswebsite.com
CalBRE# 00886625

P R O U D LY  S E R V I N G
Los Altos | Mountain View | Cupertino And More

N I S H A  S H A R M A
REAL ESTATE AGENT
NISHA.S@THEAGENCYRE.COM
NISHASHARMAHOMES.COM
650.492.9263 | LIC. #01746077

Nisha’s business philosophy is simple: Treat all clients 
like family. She carefully explains all aspects of the 
transaction, quickly responds to questions, and then helps 
make dreams come true. 

HOW CAN NISHA HELP YOU?

“My wife and I used Nisha as our 
Realtor for both buying and selling 
a house. She was excellent in all 
phases of both. She will go the 
extra mile and always had the 
answers to any questions we had. 
She also knows the area extremely 
well. I recommend, and have done 
many times, Nisha to anyone who 
is looking for a top notch, efficient, 
hard working and honest person to 
represent them.”

– JEFF M.

HELPING HAPPY CLIENTS THE TOP 0.07 PERCENT OF 1.4M+ REAL  
ESTATE PROFESSIONALS IN THE NATION

19+ Years Experience 2024 Real Trends Recipient

ALICE & ALICIA NUZZO
Loyalty • Integrity • Local knowledge

650.947.2902

TeamNuzzo.com  |  anuzzo@sereno.com

467 First Street, Suite 200, Los Altos, CA 94022

We are here to help you 
fulfill your real estate 
dreams. Whether buying 
or selling a home, we will 
guide you every step of 
the way. 

DRE 70059392

Your Success Is Our Business!
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LYNN NORTH  |  LIC. #01490039  |  650.703.6437  

L.NORTH@THEAGENCYRE.COM  |  LynnNorth.com

I draw upon my wealth of experience, growing up as a 
6th generation Bay Area native, a career as a tech vice 
president, serving in senior leadership positions in my 
church & on non-profit boards. After over 20 years as a real 
estate professional taking only one listing at a time, I have 
earned Chairman’s Club 2024, along with 2025 Real Trend’s 
top 1% in Los Altos, which is a distinction for the 8th year! 

Lynn
North
In this challenging market,
I can help you as a seasoned agent!

Let me help you with your real estate needs, from 
concierge-level service to assisting families cope with the 
challenges of change, as the downsize and embrace new 
lifestyles! I am personally committed to your success!

I’VE BEEN RANKED AMONG 

LOS ALTOS’ 
Top-Performing Agents 

REALTRENDS VERIFIED CITY RANKINGS

Jerry Haslam has been a top producer in the Los Altos Coldwell 
Banker office for 31 years, during which time he has helped sell 

over $700 million in real estate. Prior to his career in real estate, Jerry 
taught philosophy and comparative religion, and hand built two of 
his own homes. His experience is wide reaching, from large estates 
to starter homes, from equestrian properties to raw land. Jerry is 
known for his straightforward honesty, professionalism, and being 
energetic beyond the call of duty in the service of his clients.

JERRY HASLAM
INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT’S ELITE

(650) 996-2797
jhaslam@cbnorcal.com
BRE# 01180022
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My clients say it best.
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Suzanne O’Brien | Real Estate Agent
650.996.9898 | Suzanne.O’Brien@theagencyre.com | LIC. #01467942

Ask how Suzanne can help you fall in love with your next home.

©2025 UMRO Realty Corp., dba The Agency. Registered service marks; all rights reserved. The Agency fully supports the Equal Housing Opportunity laws.

The Agency, its affiliates, subsidiaries, and franchises make no representations, warranties, or guaranties as to the accuracy of the information contained herein, including square footage, lot size or other information concerning the condition, suitability or features of the property. All mate-
rial is intended for informational purposes only and has been obtained from public records, MLS, or other sources believed to be reliable, but not verified. You should conduct a careful, independent investigation of the information and property, and consult with appropriate professionals, 
such as  appraisers, architects, civil engineers, etc.  If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. We do not intend to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. CalDRE #01904054.

New Beginnings Are in 
Season. And Suzanne 
is Here to Help.

With Suzanne leading the way, cultivating a fresh 
start has never been easier. Rooted in decades 
of industry experience, Suzanne is the real estate 
expert you want guiding your next move.

Linda Monterrey
Real Estate Advertising Sales

(650) 397-5487
LindaM@latc.com

Ensure your listings get the attention they deserve 
by advertising with the Los Altos Town Crier!

Our weekly publication is delivered by mail to over 
15,500 residences in the affluent communities of

Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, Mountain View, and Palo Alto. 

Connect with me to enhance your reach and
maximize your property's visibility.

Susan Kramer
REALTOR®,  MBA

Intero President’s Circle

(650) 464-0692

DRE #01399140

SusanKramerHomes.com

A Los Altos Hills native, 
and with over 23 years 
of selling real estate.

Your Neighbor 
Your Friend
Your Realtor
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DeLeon clients benefit 
from the industry’s most 
accomplished team −
delivering exceptional service 
and results while shaping the 
future of real estate.

Unmatched Expertise.  
Unrivaled Results.

Michael Repka
DRE #01854880
650.488.7325
michael@deleonrealty.com
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D E L E O N  R E A L T Y ,  I N C  |  D E L E O N R E A L T Y . C O M

D R E  # 0 1 9 0 3 2 2 4

13643 Wildcrest Drive
Los Altos Hills

26270 Purissima Road
Los Altos Hills

27885 Fawn Creek Court
Los Altos Hills

Multiple Offers Received
Sold for $1.1M+ Over Asking

Seller paid $0 commission to buyer’s agent
Sold for $1M+ Over Asking

Seller paid $0 commission to buyer’s agent

Received An All-Cash Offer
Sold for $5.2M

Seller paid $0 commission to buyer’s agent

Ken DeLeon
DRE #01342140
650.543.8501
ken@deleonrealty.com

650.785.5822
audrey@deleonrealty.com

Audrey Sun
精通中英雙語和粵語

DRE #01933274

CONTACT THE DELEON TEAM NOW!
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be submitted electronically to the 
City’s bids and vendor manage-
ment portal hosted by PlanetBids at 
https://vendors.planetbids.com/por-
tal/71685/portal-home on or before 
 
November 19, 2025; 2:00pm
 
The PlanetBids contract ID for this 
project is (CD-10003) . The Bid-
der’s PlanetBids vendor identifica-
tion number may also be neces-
sary for the Bidder’s Security. 
Each Bid received before the Bid 
submittal due date will be auto-
matically opened and unsealed by 
PlanetBids at the time of the Bid 
deadline. Bids received after the 
Bid submittal due date will be re-
jected.   Bids shall be valid for 
sixty (60) calendar days af ter 
the Bid opening date. Bid results 
(not verified) will be published.   

9. Payment & Performance 
Bonds :   The successful Bid-
der will be required to furnish the 
City with a Per formance Bond 
and a Payment Bond, each equal 
to 100% of the successful Bid, 
prior to execution of the Contract.   
 
All bonds are to be secured from 
a surety that meets all of the State 
of Cali fornia bonding require -
ments, as defined in Code of Civil 
Procedure Section 995.120, and 
is admitted by the State of Califor-
nia.   The cost of said bonds shall 
be included in the Bid amount.   
 
10. Award of Contract:  Said bids 
will be presented to and considered 
by the City Council at a regularly 
scheduled meeting.   The City shall 
award the Contract for the Project to 
the lowest responsive, responsible 
Bidder on the basis of the Base Bid 
only.   In the event of any discrep-
ancy between extended and unit 
prices as set forth in the bidder’s 
bid schedule (i.e., the bidder’s ex-
tended price does not equal the unit 
price multiplied by the applicable 
quantity), the City shall use the unit 
price to recompute the extended 
price and bid totals accordingly, and 
the recomputed amounts shall be 
used as the basis of determining the 
lowest responsive, responsible bid-
der.  In the event of a significant dis-
crepancy between unit and extended 
prices, the City reserves the right 
in its sole and absolute discretion 
to reject the bid as nonresponsive.   
 
11. Time of Completion of Work: 
The work shall be completed and 
ready for full use within 120 cal-
endar days, the first day of which 
shall be the date specified in the 
City Engineer's "Notice to Proceed".
 
12. Substitution of Securities: 
Pursuant to Public Contract Code 
section 22300, the successful Bid-
der may substitute certain securities 
for funds withheld by City to ensure 
performance under the Contract.
 
13. Rights of the City : The 
City reserves the right to can-
cel the project, and to reject any 
or all bids if not satisfied as to the 
price for the work or the respon-
sibility of the bidder.   The City 
also reserves the right to waive 
any informalities according to law.
 
14. Project Administration : 
All questions relative to this proj-
ect prior to the opening of bids 
shall be in writ ing, submit ted 
through the PlanetBids portal no 
later than seven (7) business days 
from the bid due date and time. 
 
Special direction is directed to Sec-
tion 2 of the General Provisions 

Street ,  San Jose, CA 95113.

3. A copy of this Order to Show 
Cause shall be published at least 
once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set 
for hearing on the pet it ion in 
the following newspaper of gen-
eral circulation, printed in this 
county : Los Altos Town Crier
Date: 10/14/2025
/s/ LE Jacqueline Duong
Judge of the Superior Court
(10-29–25,11-05,12,19-25)

257-T

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
 

SANITARY SEWER VIDEO 
INSPECTION 

 PROJECT WW-01011 
 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS
SANTA CLARA COUNTY, 

CALIFORNIA
 

1. Description of Work:   The City 
of Los Altos, Santa Clara County, 
California, invites sealed bids for 
furnishing labor, material and equip-
ment required to complete the 
project in the particular locations, 
of the forms, sizes and dimensions 
and of the materials and to the lines 
and grades and at the elevations 
as shown and delineated upon 
the plans and specifications made 
therefor.   The following information 
is presented to indicate the size 
of the project and no warranty is 
made or intended to final quantities:
 
The project includes, but is not 
limited to, performing cleaning 
and television inspection of vari-
ous sanitary sewer lines located 
throughout the southeastern part 
of Los Altos. The base bid for the 
project includes approximately 
108,242 linear feet of sewer lines 
and the add alternative bid includes 
approximately 8,722 linear feet of 
sewer lines. The various sanitary 
sewer lines range in size from 6 
inches to 24 inches in diameter. 
 
2. Location of Work:   All of said 
work is to be done at the places 
indicated in the specif ications 
for the project as shown in Ex-
hibits A and B included herewith. 
 
3. Contract Documents:   Bids 
must be submitted on the City’s 
bid forms.   A copy of the plans 
(half-size) and specifications shall 
be obtained from the office of the 
City Engineer, City Hall, 1 North 
San Antonio Road, Los Altos, Cali-
fornia, 94022 for a non-refundable 
fee of $60or visit the City’s bids 
and vendor management portal 
hosted by PlanetBids to download 
the PDF file(s) (https://vendors.
p lanetb ids .com/por ta l /71685/
portal-home). Copies may also be 
inspected at the office of the City 
Engineer.   To the extent required 
by Public Contract Code section 
20103.7, the City will also make the 
Contract Documents available for 
review at one or more plan rooms.
 
4. Labor Compliance.   Pursuant 
to paragraph 7-1.01A, Labor Code 
Requirements, of the General Provi-
sions in these specifications, Con-
tractor is required to comply with 
California Labor Code Section 1770, 
et seq.  This Code requires the Con-
tractor to pay their workers based 
on prevailing wage rates established 
and issued by the Department of 
Industrial Relations, Division of 
Labor and Statistics and Research. 
 
Pursuant to Labor Code sections 
1725.5 and 1771.1, all contractors 

or subcontractors bidding on public 
works projects must be registered 
with the Department of Industrial 
Relations (DIR).   No contractor or 
subcontractor may be listed on a bid 
proposal for a public works project 
unless registered with the Depart-
ment of Industrial Relations [with 
limited exceptions from this require-
ment for bid purposes only under 
Labor Code section 1771.1(a)] .
 
No contractor or subcontractor may 
be awarded a contract for public 
work on a public works project un-
less registered with the Department 
of Industrial Relations. Notwithstand-
ing the foregoing, the contractor reg-
istration requirements mandated by 
Labor Code Sections 1725.5 and 
1771.1 shall not apply to work per-
formed on a public works project 
that is exempt pursuant to the small 
project exemption specified in Labor 
Code Sections 1725.5 and 1771.1.
This project is subject to compliance 
monitoring and enforcement by the 
Department of Industrial Relations.
 
5. Pre-bid Site Review:   A pre-
bid conference is not scheduled for 
this project.   Prospective bidders 
are directed to Section 2-1.03 of 
the Standard Specifications regard-
ing examination of the site of work. 
 
6. Contractor's License:   The 
Contractor is required to have a 
Class A General Engineering, Class 
C-34 Pipeline, Class C-36 Plumbing, 
or Class C-42 Sanitation Systems li-
cense for this work. All bidders shall 
be licensed under the provisions of 
Chapter 9, Division 3 of the Busi-
ness and Professions Code of the 
State of California to do the type of 
work contemplated in the project.
 
7. Bid Bond: A bid bond that can 
be verified as authentic pursuant 
to California Code of Civil Proce-
dure section 995.311 is required. 
 
   a. Amount of Bid Bond. The bid 
bond shall be ten percent (10%) 
of the submitted Total Bid Price.   
 
  b .  Del iver y date .  The Bid 
bond sha l l  be submi t ted to 
the City before the latest date 
and t ime fo r  B id  submi t t a l .
 
    c. Form of Bid Bond. Bid Bonds 
shall be submitted to the City in 
cash, a certified or cashier’s check, 
an ORIGINAL paper bid bond, or 
an Electronic Bid Bond (e-Bond) 
executed and verified by an ad-
mitted surety in favor of the City.
 
    d. E-bond platforms require-
ments. In the event the Bidder elects 
to submit an Electronic Bid Bond 
(e-Bond), a bid will be considered 
complete only if the applicant : 
                      i. Obtains an E-Bonds is-
sued by  Sure t y2000 h t tp : //
www. su re t y2000 . com o r  T i -
nubu ht tps ://www.t inubu.com/
ebond i ng  p l a t f o rms ;    a nd , 
              ii. Uploads the E-Bond in 
pdf form to the PlanetBids por-
tal as a General At tachment .    
E-Bonds from other e-Bond plat-
forms will not be accepted. Bidders 
are solely responsible for completing 
Surety2000 or Tinubu registration, 
and payment of associated fees and 
charges. The City is not responsible 
to Bidders for (i) Surety2000 or Ti-
nubu acts or omissions; (ii) the com-
pleteness or timely verification of the 
authenticity of the issued e-Bond; 
or (iii) any other errors by third par-
ties in the issuance of the e-Bond.
 
     e. Purpose of Bid Bond. In the 
event that the successful Bidder fails 
or refuses to enter into the Contract 

THE FRONT DOOR EDIT
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN720639

The following person (persons) is 
(are) doing business as: (1) THE 
FRONT DOOR EDIT, (2) FRONT 
DOOR EDIT, (3) THE SIDELINE 
EDITS, (4) SIDELINE EDITS, 6759 
Velvet Meadow Ct , San Jose, 
CA, 95120, Santa Clara County. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
by :  a  gene ra l  pa r t ne r sh ip . 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
Maryann Cristof i ,  6759 Velvet 
Meadow Ct, San Jose, CA 95120, 
Mar yam J  Your i ,  1090 Fox -
hurst Way, San Jose, CA 95120. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  10 /13/2025 . 
/ S /  M a r y a n n  C r i s t o f i  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 10/21/2025.
(10-29–25,11-05,12,19-25)

259-T

SOCIAL THINKING CENTER
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN720167

The following person (persons) is 
(are) doing business as: SOCIAL 
THINKING CENTER, 1901 S Bas-
com Ave Ste 340, Campbell, CA, 
95008 ,  Santa Clara Count y. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a  c o r p o r a t i o n . 
The name and residence address 
of the registrant(s) is (are) : SO-
CIAL THINKING COMMUNICOL-
OGY, INC., 1901 S Bascom Ave 
Ste 340, Campbell, CA 95008. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  05 /27/2010 . 
/ S /  M i c h e l l e  W i n n e r  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 10/01/2025.
(10-29–25,11-05,12,19-25)

258-T

COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA
PETITION OF 

ROBIN LYNN STEIN
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME 

25CV477288

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 
1. Petit ioner: Robin Lynn Stein
filed a petition with this court for a 
decree changing names as follows: 
Present Name: 
a. Robin Lynn Stein

Proposed Name:
a. Robyn Lynn Stein

2. THE COURT ORDERS that all per-
sons interested in this matter ap-
pear before this court at the hear-
ing indicated below to show cause, 
if any, why the petition for change 
of name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the name 
changes described above must file 
a written objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at least 
two court days before the mat-
ter is scheduled to be heard and 
must appear at the hearing to show 
cause why the petition should not 
be granted.  If no written objec-
tion is timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING 01/13/2026 
at  8 :45 a .m.  Room : Probate
( b )  T h e  a d d r e s s  o f  t h e 
c o u r t  i s :  1 9 1  N o r t h  F i r s t 

awarded to it, the bid bond shall be 
retained by the City and applied to 
any damages sustained by the City.
 
 
8. Location of Bid Submittal 
and Date and Time of Open-
ing: The City accepts electronic 
submittal of bids only. Bids shall 
be submitted electronically to the 
City’s bids and vendor manage-
ment portal hosted by PlanetBids at 
https://vendors.planetbids.com/por-
tal/71685/portal-home on or before 
 
T h u r s d a y ,  N o v e m -
b e r  1 3 ,  2 0 2 5  a t  2 P M
 
The PlanetBids contract ID for 
this project is WW01011. The Bid-
der’s PlanetBids vendor identifica-
tion number may also be neces-
sary for the Bidder’s Security. 
Each Bid received before the Bid 
submittal due date will be auto-
matically opened and unsealed 
by PlanetBids at the time of the 
Bid deadline. Bids received after 
the Bid submittal due date will 
be rejected.   Bids shall be valid 
for sixty (60) calendar days after 
the Bid opening date. Bid results 
(not verified) will be published.   

9. Payment & Performance 
Bonds :   The successful Bid-
der will be required to furnish the 
City with a Per formance Bond 
and a Payment Bond, each equal 
to 100% of the successful Bid, 
prior to execution of the Contract.   
 
All bonds are to be secured from 
a surety that meets all of the State 
of Cali fornia bonding require -
ments, as defined in Code of Civil 
Procedure Section 995.120, and 
is admitted by the State of Califor-
nia.   The cost of said bonds shall 
be included in the Bid amount.   
 
10. Award of Contract:  Said bids 
will be presented to and considered 
by the City Council at a regularly 
scheduled meeting.   The City shall 
award the Contract for the Project to 
the lowest responsive, responsible 
Bidder on the basis of the Total Bid.  
In the event of any discrepancy be-
tween extended and unit prices as 
set forth in the bidder’s bid sched-
ule (i.e., the bidder’s extended price 
does not equal the unit price mul-
tiplied by the applicable quantity) , 
the City shall use the unit price to 
recompute the extended price and 
bid totals accordingly, and the re-
computed amounts shall be used as 
the basis of determining the lowest 
responsive, responsible bidder.   In 
the event of a significant discrep-
ancy between unit and extended 
prices, the City reserves the right 
in its sole and absolute discretion 
to reject the bid as nonresponsive.   
 
11. Time of Completion of Work:  
The work shall be completed and 
ready for full use within one hun-
dred and twenty (120) calen-
dar days, the first day of which 
shall be the date specified in the 
City Engineer's "Notice to Proceed".
 
12. Substitution of Securities: 
Pursuant to Public Contract Code 
section 22300, the successful Bid-
der may substitute certain securities 
for funds withheld by City to ensure 
performance under the Contract.
 
13. Rights of the City : The 
City reserves the right to can-
cel the project, and to reject any 
or all bids if not satisfied as to the 
price for the work or the respon-
sibility of the bidder.   The City 
also reserves the right to waive 
any informalities according to law.
 

14. Project Administration :   
All questions relative to this proj-
ect prior to the opening of bids 
shall be in writ ing   submit ted 
through the PlanetBids portal no 
later than five (5) business days 
from the bid due date and time. 
 
Special direction is directed to Sec-
tion 2 of the General Provisions 
for full directions as to bidding.
 
 
Dated: October 16, 2025
 
/s/   Harun Musaefendic, P.E.         
Senior Civil Engineer 
(10-29-25,11-05-25)

256-T

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
 

WOODLAND BRANCH LIBRARY
PATIO EXPANSION

CD-10003
 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS
SANTA CLARA COUNTY, 

CALIFORNIA
 

1. Description of Work:   The City 
of Los Altos, Santa Clara County, 
California, invites sealed   bids for 
furnishing labor, material and equip-
ment required to complete the 
project in the particular locations, 
of the forms, sizes and dimensions 
and of the materials and to the lines 
and grades and at the elevations 
as shown and delineated upon 
the plans and specifications made 
therefor.   The following information 
is presented to indicate the size 
of the project and no warranty is 
made or intended to final quantities:
 
The project includes expand-
ing the existing patio with de-
c o m p o s e d  g r a n i t e  p a v i n g , 
un i t  pavers ,  decorat i ve con-
crete, plantings, and irrigation. 
 
2. Locat ion of Work :  1975 
Grant  Road ,  Los A l tos ,  CA .   
 
3. Contract Documents:   Bids 
must be submitted on the City’s 
bid forms.   A copy of the plans 
(half-size) and specifications shall 
be obtained from the office of the 
City Engineer, City Hall, 1 North 
San Antonio Road, Los Altos, Cali-
fornia, 94022 for a non-refundable 
fee of $100 or visit the City’s bids 
and vendor management portal 
hosted by PlanetBids to download 
the PDF file(s) (https://vendors.
p lanetb ids .com/por ta l /71685/
portal-home). Copies may also be 
inspected at the office of the City 
Engineer.   To the extent required 
by Public Contract Code section 
20103.7, the City will also make the 
Contract Documents available for 
review at one or more plan rooms.
 
4. Labor Compliance.   Pursuant 
to paragraph 7-1.01A, Labor Code 
Requirements, of the General Provi-
sions in these specifications, Con-
tractor is required to comply with 
California Labor Code Section 1770, 
et seq. Pursuant to Labor Code sec-
tions 1725.5 and 1771.1, all contrac-
tors or subcontractors bidding on 
public works projects must be regis-
tered with the Department of Indus-
trial Relations (DIR).   No contractor 
or subcontractor may be listed on a 
bid proposal for a public works proj-
ect unless registered with the De-
partment of Industrial Relations [with 
limited exceptions from this require-
ment for bid purposes only under 
Labor Code section 1771.1(a)] .
 
No contractor or subcontractor may 
be awarded a contract for public 

Public Notices
work on a public works project un-
less registered with the Department 
of Industrial Relations. Notwithstand-
ing the foregoing, the contractor reg-
istration requirements mandated by 
Labor Code Sections 1725.5 and 
1771.1 shall not apply to work per-
formed on a public works project 
that is exempt pursuant to the small 
project exemption specified in Labor 
Code Sections 1725.5 and 1771.1.
This project is subject to compliance 
monitoring and enforcement by the 
Department of Industrial Relations.
 
5. Pre-bid Site Review: A NON-
MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference 
and Site Walk will be held at 1975 
Grant Road, Los Altos, CA on the 
following date and time: Novem-
ber 03, 2025; 11:00am. Each 
and every Bidder should attend the 
Pre-Bid Conference and Site Walk.   
Prospective Bidders may also visit 
the Project Site without making ar-
rangements through the Project 
Manager.   Bids will be accepted 
from Bidders who did not attend the 
Pre-Bid Conference and Site Walk.
 
6. Contractor's License: The 
Contractor is required to have a 
Class A General Engineering li-
cense for this work. All bidders shall 
be licensed under the provisions of 
Chapter 9, Division 3 of the Busi-
ness and Professions Code of the 
State of California to do the type of 
work contemplated in the project.
 
7. Bid Bond: A bid bond that can 
be verified as authentic pursuant 
to California Code of Civil Proce-
dure section 995.311 is required. 
 
  a. Amount of Bid Bond. The 
b id  bond sha l l  be ten per-
cent  (10%) of  the submi t ted 
Total Bid Price.   [MH1]  [VW2] 
 
  b .  Del i ver y date .  The Bid 
bond sha l l  be  submi t ted to 
the City before the latest date 
and t ime fo r  B id  submi t t a l .
 
   c. Form of Bid Bond. Bid Bonds 
shall be submitted to the City in 
cash, a certified or cashier’s check, 
an ORIGINAL paper bid bond, or 
an Electronic Bid Bond (e-Bond) 
executed and verified by an ad-
mitted surety in favor of the City.
 
   d. E-bond platforms require-
ments. In the event the Bidder elects 
to submit an Electronic Bid Bond 
(e-Bond), a bid will be considered 
complete only if the applicant : 
           i. Obtains an E-Bonds issued 
by Surety2000 http://www.sure-
ty2000.com or Tinubu https://www.ti-
nubu.com/ebonding platforms;   and, 
              ii. Uploads the E-Bond in 
pdf form to the PlanetBids por-
tal as a General At tachment .    
E-Bonds from other e-Bond plat-
forms will not be accepted. Bidders 
are solely responsible for completing 
Surety2000 or Tinubu registration, 
and payment of associated fees and 
charges. The City is not responsible 
to Bidders for (i) Surety2000 or Ti-
nubu acts or omissions; (ii) the com-
pleteness or timely verification of the 
authenticity of the issued e-Bond; 
or (iii) any other errors by third par-
ties in the issuance of the e-Bond.
 
    e. Purpose of Bid Bond. In the 
event that the successful Bidder fails 
or refuses to enter into the Contract 
awarded to it, the bid bond shall be 
retained by the City and applied to 
any damages sustained by the City.
 
8. Location of Bid Submittal   
and Date and Time of Open-
ing: The City accepts electronic 
submittal of bids only. Bids shall 
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ley Rd, Sebastopol, CA 95472. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  09 /24 /2025 . 
/ S /  S r i v a t s a v a  G o r t h y  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 09/26/2025.
(10-08,15,22,29-25)

244-T

JOHAN’S PIZZA LLC
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN720000

The  fo l l ow ing  pe r son  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business 
as :  JOHAN’S PIZZA LLC, 30 
Pick ford Ave,  San Jose, CA , 
95127,  Santa  C lara  Count y. 
The  bus iness  i s  owned by : 
a  l im i ted  l i ab i l i t y  company. 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
JOHAN’S PIZZA LLC, 30 Pick-
ford Ave, San Jose, CA 95112. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  09 /22 /2025 . 
/S/ Johan David Diaz Martinez /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 09/24/2025.
(10-08,15,22,29-25)

243-T

GOLDENLEAF
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN720043

The following person (persons) is 
(are) doing business as: GOLDEN-
LEAF, 780 Teatree Ct, San Jose, 
CA, 95128, Santa Clara County. 
The  bus iness  i s  owned by : 
a  l im i ted  l i ab i l i t y  company. 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
QUICKBAR LLC, 738 Cut t ing 
Way, Sacramento, CA 95831. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  09 /24 /2025 . 
/ S /  R i c k y  H o  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 09/25/2025.
(10-08,15,22,29-25)

241-T

Public Notices
for full directions as to bidding.
 
 
Dated: October 22, 2025

/s/   Anthony Carnesecca        
Assistant to the City Manager
(10-22,29-25)

255-T

KARBREEZE INC
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN719677

The  fo l l ow ing  pe r son  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business as: 
KARBREEZE INC,  830 Stew -
ard Dr Ste 276, Sunnyvale, CA, 
94085 ,  Santa Clara Count y. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a  c o r p o r a t i o n . 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
K ARBREEZE INC,  725 Nor th 
Quince St, Escondido, CA 92025. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  09 /04 /2025 . 
/ S /  H a i l u  H a i l u  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 09/11/2025.
(10-22,29-25,11-05,12-25)

254-T

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

WUN SEN LIN, aka WALLY LIN, 
WUNSEN LIN, WUN S. LIN, 

WUN LIN
CASE NO. 25PR200975

 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested in 
the WILL or estate, or both of WUN 
SEN LIN, aka WALLY LIN, WUN-
SEN LIN, WUN S. LIN, WUN LIN.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has 
been filed by MIAO CHUAN LIN 
in the Superior Court of Califor-
nia, County of SANTA CLARA.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE 
reques ts  t ha t  M IAO CHUAN 
LIN be appointed as person-
al  representat ive to adminis -
ter the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests author-
ity to administer the estate under 
the Independent Administration of 
Estates Act . (This authority will 
allow the personal representative 
to take many actions without ob-
taining court approval. Before tak-
ing certain very important actions, 
however, the personal representa-
tive will be required to give notice 
to interested persons unless they 
have waived notice or consented to 
the proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will be 
granted unless an interested per-
son files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will 
be held in this court as follows: 
11/19/2025 at 9:01AM in Dept. 
1 located at 191 NORTH FIRST 
ST. ,  SAN JOSE,  CA 95113
IF YOU OBJECT to the grant -
ing of the petition, you should ap-
pear at the hearing and state 
your objections or file written ob-
jections with the court before the 
hearing. Your appearance may 
be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a con-
tingent creditor of the decedent, you 
must file your claim with the court 
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court 
within the later of either (1) four 
months from the date of first issu-
ance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in sec-

tion 58(b) of the California Probate 
Code, or (2) 60 days from the date 
of mailing or personal delivery to 
you of a notice under section 9052 
of the California Probate Code. 
Other Cal i fornia statutes and 
legal authority may af fect your 
rights as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an attorney 
knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept 
by the court. If you are a person 
interested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any 
petition or account as provided 
in Probate Code section 1250. A 
Request for Special Notice form 
is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
QUYNH T. TRAN, ESQ. & MARY H. 
LIN, ESQ.
Bay Wealth Legal Group, LLP
909 Laurel Street
San Carlos, CA 94070
(650) 779-5525; (650) 779-5524
(10-22,29-25,11-05-25)

253-T

POLARIS ASSOCIATES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN720332

The  fo l l ow ing  pe rson  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business 
as :  POL AR IS  ASSOCIATES , 
836 Nash Road, Los Altos, CA, 
94024,  Santa Clara Count y. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  m a r r i e d  c o u p l e . 
The name and residence address of 
the registrant(s) is (are): Charlotte 
Xiaoshuang Fu, 836 Nash Road, Los 
Altos, CA 94024, Suwen Wang, 836 
Nash Road, Los Altos, CA 94024. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  10 /23/2015 . 
/S/ Charlot te Xiaoshuang Fu /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 10/07/2025.
(10-15,22,29-25,11-05-25)

252-T

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

JOHN ADDISON MESCHKE
CASE NO. 25PR200685

 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and 
persons who may otherwise be 
interested in the WILL or estate, 
or both of JOHN ADDISON ME-
SCHKE, aka JOHN A. MESCHKE.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has 
been f i led by CONNIE J. ME-
SCHKE in the Superior Court of 
California, County of SANTA CLARA.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE 
requests that CONNIE J. ME-
SCHKE, aka CONNIE JORDAN 
MESCHKE be appointed as per-
sonal representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be 
admitted to probate. The will and 
any codicils are available for exami-
nation in the file kept by the court.
THE PETITION requests author-
ity to administer the estate under 
the Independent Administration of 
Estates Act . (This authority will 
allow the personal representative 
to take many actions without ob-
taining court approval. Before tak-
ing certain very important actions, 
however, the personal representa-
tive will be required to give notice 
to interested persons unless they 
have waived notice or consented to 
the proposed action.) The indepen-

dent administration authority will be 
granted unless an interested per-
son files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will 
be held in this court as follows: 
11/12/2025 at 9:00AM in Dept. 
1 located at 191 NORTH FIRST 
ST. ,  SAN JOSE,  CA 95113
IF YOU OBJECT to the grant -
ing of the petition, you should ap-
pear at the hearing and state 
your objections or file written ob-
jections with the court before the 
hearing. Your appearance may 
be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a con-
tingent creditor of the decedent, you 
must file your claim with the court 
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court 
within the later of either (1) four 
months from the date of first issu-
ance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in sec-
tion 58(b) of the California Probate 
Code, or (2) 60 days from the date 
of mailing or personal delivery to 
you of a notice under section 9052 
of the California Probate Code. 
Other Cal i fornia statutes and 
legal authority may af fect your 
rights as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an attorney 
knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept 
by the court. If you are a person 
interested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any 
petition or account as provided 
in Probate Code section 1250. A 
Request for Special Notice form 
is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
RUSSELL L. BOHNE
2479 East Bayshore Road, Suite 180
Palo Alto, CA 94303-3228
(650) 321-3777
(10-15,22,29-25)

248-T

PELICANROV
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN720084

The  fo l l ow ing  pe r son  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business 
as :  PEL ICANROV,  298 Ade -
line Pl, Unit 5, San Jose, CA, 
95136 ,  Santa Clara Count y. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a n  i n d i v i d u a l . 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
William Ruizhi Wang, 298 Adeline 
Pl, Unit 5, San Jose, CA 95136. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  09 /24 /2025 . 
/S /  W i l l i am  Ru i zh i  Wang  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 09/08/2025.
(10-08,15,22,29-25)

245-T

CALLIGRAPHY WINES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN720062

The  fo l l ow ing  pe r son  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business 
as: CALLIGRAPHY WINES, 264 
State St reet ,  Los Al tos ,  CA , 
94022,  Santa C lara Count y. 
The  bus iness  i s  owned by : 
a  l im i ted  l i ab i l i t y  company. 
The name and residence ad-
dress of  the regis t rant (s )  is 
(are) : GORTHY-CHALLA VINE-
YARDS, LLC, 3005 Blucher Val-

$40
is usually all it 
costs to publish 
your Fictitious 

Business Name 
in the Los Altos 

Town Crier

Email 
legals@latc.com

by 2pm on 
Thursday
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OBITUARY NOTICE

Peter E. Gise, aged 84, peacefully passed away, 
surrounded by his loving family, on October 17, 2025, in Los 
Altos, CA. Born on January 29, 1941, Peter lived a life marked 
by a profound passion for science and engineering, which 
informed both his career and personal pursuits.

Educated at Friends Academy of Locust Valley, NY, 
Peter furthered his studies at Lafayette College, Northwestern 
University, Stanford University, and Santa Clara University. 
His career was as diverse as it was impactful, including 
teaching postgraduate students at the University of Santa 
Clara, instructing naval officers at Lockheed Martin, working 
on semiconductor chips at Fairchild Corporation, and 
contributing to the field of consumer electronics through his 
work at Artificial Muscle. Peter authored numerous technical 
papers on semiconductor metrology and two textbooks on 
modern semiconductor fabrication.

Outside of his professional life, Peter coached youth 
soccer and baseball, and his hobbies included photography, 
constructing and racing model boats, and racing RC cars. He 
was an avid bicyclist and dirt bike rider. He loved racing cars 
and participated in Autrocross and RoadRally. He studied 
various religions, was an ordained minister at the Universal 
Life Church, and found joy in officiating weddings.

Peter is survived by his wife, Susan Gise; daughter, 
Kimberly Gise; son, Christopher Gise; and grandson, Colton 
Gise. He was preceded in death by his parents, Howard O. 
Gise and Mary E. Gise.

A celebration of life will be held, with details to follow. 
The family suggests that in lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to the Conquer Cancer Foundation in Peter’s memory.

PETER E.
GISE

January 29, 1941 – 
October 17, 2025

CLUBS/GROUPS
Datebook items are run on a space-
available basis for entertainment, 
events, classes and groups run by 
nonprofits in our circulation area 
(primarily Los Altos, Los Altos Hills 
and Mountain View). The deadline is 
noon Tuesday for the next week’s pa-
per. Submit notices via email to chris-
tinac@latc.com and include a contact 
name, phone number and fee to par-
ticipate (if applicable).

EVENTS
Los Altos Main Library. All events 
held in the main library, 13 S. San 
Antonio Road, unless otherwise in-
dicated. Monday Meditation & 
Mindfulness, 10:30 a.m. Mondays, 
Los Altos Main Library, 7 p.m., 
Woodland Library, 1975 Grant Road.   
Poetry Community Hour Open Mic, 
7 p.m., first Monday of every month.  
Spooky Kanzashi Night,  6:30 p.m.  
Oct. 29. A special hands-on workshop 
in the traditional Japanese art of Kan-
zashi fabric flowers. Guided by sustain-
able artists Leila Ghasempor and Gigi 
Farmer. For adults and teens. Materi-
als will be provided.  Visit sccld.org/
events to register.  Program is free. 
Discover Ilocano Traditional Weav-
ing. 1 p.m. Nov. 5. Introduces the so-
cio-cultural and historical significance 
of Ilocano traditional weaving within 
the Filipino American community. 
Participants explore iconic design pat-
terns, their symbolism and try weav-
ing on small looms.  Seating limited to 
25 attendees.  Native American Song 
and Dance Celebration, 7 p.m. Nov. 
18. Part of the Santa Clara County Li-
brary District’s celebration of Native 
American Heritage Month, featuring 
Future Generations, a collaboration 
of Native American singers, dancers 
and artists from the greater San Fran-
cisco Bay Area. Ten Years, Billions 
of Galaxies, One Sky: The Rubin 
Observatory Story, 7 p.m. Nov. 20.  
Stanford University’s Bernadita Ried 
Guachalla will explore how Rubin’s 
images will help us tackle some of the 
biggest questions in cosmology: What 
is dark matter made of? What is driving 
the accelerated expansion of the Uni-
verse? And how did cosmic structures 
evolve over billions of years?
Mountain View Dia de Muertos Cel-
ebration. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Nov. 1; En-
joy the festivities and altars, ofrendas, 
decorated with Cempasúchil flow-
ers, or marigolds, papel picado, sugar 
skulls and a myriad of colors created 
and inspired by community members. 
Information: tinyurl.com/MVdiadem-
uertos.

CLUBS/GROUPS

Los Altos History Museum. Love 
history and working with kids? Be-
come a Los Altos History Museum 

school tour program education do-
cent. Share local history with 3rd 
and 4th graders on weekday morn-
ings this spring. Training begins in  
November. Must be 18 years old to  
apply.  Information: losaltoshistory.
org/education/student-tours.

American Association of University 
Women - Silicon Valley Branch.  Open 
to women (and men) with a college de-
gree who are interested in equity for 
women and girls.  Information: (650) 
464-2830, siliconvalley-ca.aauw.net.

Los Altos Hills Club.  Historic so-
cial club promoting friendship 
and social contacts among women 
with a Los Altos Hills mailing ad-
dress. Activities include luncheons,  
book groups, bridge and card games.   
Information:  (650) 948-5382,  jensen-
sylvia@hotmail.com.

Los Altos-Los Altos Hills Newcom-
ers Club. Nonprofit organization, 
builds vibrant friendships in Los Altos 
and Los Altos Hills through special 
interest and social activities. Informa-
tion: losaltosnewcomers.org.

Assistance League of Los Altos. 
Charitable organization benefiting 
youth of Santa Clara County. Open 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday through Satur-
day. Located at Third and State streets. 
Information: (650) 941-2610, assis-
tanceleague.org/losaltos.

Kiwanis Club of Los Altos. An inter-
national Service organization. Meets 
at noon every Tuesday at the Los Altos 
Community Center, 97 Hillview Ave. 
Information: (650) 735-1552, losal-
toskiwanis.org.

Peninsula Harmony Chorus. A cap-
pella chorus centered in Los Altos. 
Performs some “doo-wop” numbers 
from the 50s and 60s, plus show tunes, 
ballads, pop, folk, world music and 
holiday music at year end. Rehearsals 
Monday evenings at 7:15 p.m. at Los 
Altos Lutheran Church. Information: 
peninsulaharmony.org.

GreenTown Los Altos. Nonpartisan 
group of citizens helping the commu-
nities of Los Altos and Los Altos Hills 
become more sustainable. Informa-
tion: greentownlosaltos.org.

Foothills Amateur Radio Society. 
Amateur radio club serving Los Altos 
and local area. Meets 7 p.m. the fourth 
Friday of the month. Covington School, 
205 Covington Road, Los Altos.  
fars.k6ya.org.

HP Retired Employees Club. Open to 
HP/Agilent retirees. Members can par-
ticipate in activities. 

American Association of Univer-
sity Women, Los Altos-Mountain 
View branch. Open to women (and 
men) with a college degree who are 
interested in equity for women and 
girls. Information: (650) 207-6625,  
lamv.ca.aauw.net.

Los Altos Las Madres Playgroups. 
Playgroups for moms and their ba-
bies five and under. Play dates in and 
around Los Altos. Expectant moms, 
new dads and other caregivers wel-
come. Information: (650) 917-9914, 
lasmadres.org.

Quota International of Mountain 
View/Los Altos. Supports scholar-
ships for hearing-impaired students. 
Noon, first and third Thursdays of 
each month. Michael’s at Shoreline, 
2960 N. Shoreline Blvd. Mountain 
View. Information: (650) 967-5404; 
quotamvla.org.

Rotary Club of Los Altos. Service 
group. 12:15 p.m. Thursdays. Garden 
House at Shoup Park, 400 University 
Ave. Information: losaltosrotary.org.

South Bay Storytellers. 7 p.m. third 
Sunday of the month. Los Altos Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 655 Magdale-
na Ave. Information: (650) 494-1383, 
southbaystorytellers.com.

Sons in Retirement, Branch 5. 
Small group of men who keep so-
cially and mentally active, have lunch 
and hear speakers on a variety of 
subjects. 11 a.m. fourth Wednesday 
of each month. Michael’s restaurant 
at Shoreline Golf Course, 2960 N. 
Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View. In-
formation: (408) 391-1078.

Morning Forum of Los Altos. Nov. 
4,  Pulitzer Prize-winner Timothy 
Egan will speak on his years docu-
menting the stories of Indigenous 
groups. Nov. 18, author, speaker and 
wilderness guide Jim Wilkens will 
talk about his adventures. Dec. 2, 
author Alka Joshi will talk about her 
new murder mystery novel. Jan. 20, 
Bertrand Patenaude,  Stanford Uni-
versity Hisotry and International Re-
lations lecturer, will discuss the his-
tory and status of the Baltic States.

SUPPORT GROUPS
Midpeninsula Widows and Wid-
owers Association. Nonprofit vol-
unteer group organizes activities  
for those who have experienced the 
loss of a spouse. Meets 1:30-3 p.m. 
the first Tuesday of the month and 
7:30-9 p.m. the remaining Tuesdays 
at the Los Altos Lutheran Church, 
460 S. El Monte Road, Los Altos. In-
formation: mpwwa1.org.

Datebook
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4005 VILLA VERA, PALO ALTO
3 BD | 2 BA | 1,519 SF | 4,399 SF LOT

• Rarely available single-level 3-bed, 2-bath end-unit
• Feels like a single family home with yard and garage
• High vaulted ceilings, abundant light, open floor plan
• Convenient Barron Park location, Palo Alto schools

WHEREVER THE MOVE TAKES YOU, SHILPA HAS YOU COVERED

1262 RIESLING TERRACE, SUNNYVALE
2 BD | 1 BA | 925 SF | 1798 SF

• Sought-after single-level end-unit townhome
• Fabulously remodeled kitchen with open floor plan
• Spacious patio; attached 2-car garage; complex pool
• Prime Sunnyvale location with Homestead High

COMING SOON

Two Single-Level Townhomes

20+ YEARS  
IN REAL ESTATE

25+ YEARS  
LOS ALTOS RESIDENT

$250M+  
SOLD SINCE 2021

©2025 UMRO Realty Corp., dba The Agency. Registered service marks; all rights reserved. The Agency fully supports the Equal Housing Opportunity laws. The Agency, 
its affiliates, subsidiaries, and franchises make no representations, warranties, or guaranties as to the accuracy of the information contained herein, including square 
footage, lot size or other information concerning the condition, suitability or features of the property. All material is intended for informational purposes only and 
has been obtained from public records, MLS, or other sources believed to be reliable, but not verified. You should conduct a careful, independent investigation of the 
information and property, and consult with appropriate professionals, such as appraisers, architects, civil engineers, etc. If your property is listed with a real estate 
broker, please disregard. We do not intend to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. CalDRE #01904054.

JUST LISTED

Offered at $998,000 | 1262Riesling.com

Offered at $1,898,000 | 4005VillaVera.com
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