
Council OK’s new, 
more restrictive 
ordinance

By Bruce Barton
Staff Writer/bruceb@latc.com

Los Altos City Council 
members last week in-
troduced an e-bike and 

bike ordinance aimed at keep-
ing them off the sidewalks. 
	 The law allows exceptions 
for sidewalk use if there are 
dangers or obstacles in the 
street that allow no choice. It 
also reflects state law requir-
ing helmet use for riders under 
18 and limits to one person per 
bike, unless the bike allows for 
a second passenger. 
	 The new law leaves police 
with the option of levying fines 

with first infractions. Council 
also modified the law June 24 
to remove age restrictions for 
e-bikes on school grounds.
	 The new ordinance, to be 
adopted 30 days after approval, 
arrives amid complaints – par-
ticularly in the downtown – of 
fast, reckless riding by juve-
niles. Most e-bikes can reach 
speeds of 20 mph. State law 
permits sidewalk use but allows 
for individual cities to add their 
own restrictions.
	 Notably, the one public com-
ment at the meeting was from a 
student attending Bullis Char-
ter School. The girl, identifying 
herself as Hannah, favored the 
e-bike sidewalk restrictions.
	 “In the neighborhood I live 
in, many people use e-bikes 
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Los Altos council to 
e-bikers: Stay off the 
sidewalk – It’s the law 

Swinging into summer

SHELLY BOWERS/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

Two young Los Altos residents – and their doggie – enjoy the swing set at Shoup Park, prov-
ing once again that you don’t need to sit in front of a screen to have fun. The area’s gorgeous 
weather will continue through the Fourth of July and beyond with highs in the low-to-mid 
70s. Visit losaltosonline.com for the latest weather.

WEDNESDAY • July 2, 2025losaltosonline.comVol. 78  No. 27 • 50 cents

See E-BIKES, Page 5

Community
Firefighters: Leave the 
fireworks to the  
professionals
Page 9

Schools
Pinewood student 
lends helping hand  
to feed the needy 
Page 12

Sports
Warriors center Post 
visits Los Altos  
hoops camp 
Page 13

Pancake breakfast, ‘Glorious’ picnic, await you on the 4th
Special to the Town Crier

Get set for a busy Fourth of July in 
Los Altos with two lively events.
The First Presbyterian Church 

in Los Altos is scheduled to hold its tra-
ditional pancake breakfast 8:30-11 a.m. 
The event is free, but donations will 
benefit the nonprofit Help One Child. 
Founded in Los Altos 30 years ago,  the 
program supports families of foster and 
adopted children in six Bay Area coun-
ties, including Santa Clara County.  
	 The event will be held at Union’s 
Bailey Hall, 858 University Ave., and 

will include pancakes, fresh fruit, sau-
sages and orange juice, along with 
tea and coffee. A local scout group’s 
color guard will be there to honor the  
American flag.  
	 Union Presbyterian Church’s histo-
ry in Los Altos goes back to World War 
I, when residents first held services on 
Main Street. The church moved to its 
University Avenue location in 1953. 
	 For more information, visit Union’s 
website at unionpc.org. More on the 
nonprofit Help One Child can be found 
at helponechild.org.

‘Glorious Fourth’ event
	 Los Altos’ Glorious Fourth of July 
celebration is scheduled 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
at Shoup Park, 400 University Ave.
	 Put on by the city’s Parks and Rec-
reation Department, this year’s event 
will feature live music, games and ac-
tivities. As tradition dictates, Ye Olde 
Towne Band will be performing 10:30 
a.m. to noon, followed by Sounds of 
Swing, from noon to 2 p.m. 
	 Activities will include face paint-
ing, caricatures and temporary tattoos 
for the kids. A Quick Dogs food truck 

will offer food for purchase. Shaved ice 
desserts also will be for sale. American 
Legion Post 558 of Los Altos will be 
handing out stick flags to attendees.
	 The event is free and no registration 
is required. 
	 For more information, contact the 
Parks and Recreation Department at 
(650) 947-2790 or visit rec-info@losal-
tosca.gov.
	 Look up at the sky toward Moun-
tain View after 9 p.m. when fireworks 
are set to light the sky over Shoreline 
Amphitheatre.

Community news for Los Altos, Los Altos Hills and Mountain View since 1947
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Stay connected to the heart of Los Altos. Get the inside scoop on local events, school news, 
and community updates. Your Town Crier subscription keeps local stories alive. Be a part of it.

Subscribe to the Town Crier!

138 Main Street, Los Altos | 650.948.9000 | losaltosonline.com

Scan QR code 
and subscribe

WE ARE YOUR 
LOCAL NEWSPAPER.
LOCAL NEWS. REAL PEOPLE. REAL STORIES.
Serving Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, and Mountain View Since 1947
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SCOTT O’BRIEN | 650.320.0296
Commercial Real Estate Services

scott.obrien@cushwake.com

OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE
4 Main Street, Los Altos | +/- 200 SF to +/- 3,325 SF; single office with shared conference 
and kitchen area; nice professional service office suites with glass, natural light, and shared kitchen.
167 S. San Antonio Road, Los Altos | +/- 1,224 to +/- 7,227 SF; Professional office suite with 
good natural light; quiet location with beautiful central courtyard; flexible configuration; Perfect 
for professional service tenants with underground parking and monument signage.
Los Altos Office Center | +/- 2,706 SF; open office and mix of privates, kitchenette, and 
conference rooms; Lots of natural light, quiet location walking distance to Caltrain, Whole Foods, 
and Village @ San Antonio.
One First Street, Los Altos | +/- 1,331 to +/- 3,090 SF; Various suites available with private 
offices, open area, kitchenettes, and natural light; dedicated HVAC to each suite. 
949 Sherwood Ave., Los Altos | +/- 1,280 SF; 2nd floor office space; 2 private offices/
meeting rooms; open work area with natural light; operable windows; walk to all amenities on 
El Camino Real.
161 S. San Antonio Road, Los Altos | +/- 700 SF to +/- 1,474 SF; 2nd floor office suites with 
elevator; quiet location with lots of natural light and beautiful garden setting.
419 S. San Antonio Road, Los Altos | +/- 1,530 SF; Class A Office; 2nd floor suite with great 
natural light perfect for professional services; underground parking; elevator served; walk to all 
downtown amenities.
445 S. San Antonio Road, Los Altos | +/- 227 SF to +/- 1,112 SF; 2nd floor office suites with 
great natural light; underground parking; elevator served; walk to all downtown amenities.

SWEET SWEET 
AND AND 

MEATYMEATY

BRENTWOODBRENTWOOD
SMALLER SMALLER 

SIZESIZE
VERY TASTYVERY TASTY

66 N. San Antonio Rd., 66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos  •  Los Altos  •  650-948-0881  •  DeMartiniOrchard.com650-948-0881  •  DeMartiniOrchard.com66 N. San Antonio Rd., 66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos  •  Los Altos  •  650-948-0881  •  DeMartiniOrchard.com650-948-0881  •  DeMartiniOrchard.com

Kozy BrothersKozy Brothers

DE MARTINIDE MARTINI
ORCHARDORCHARD

Your Everyday Farmers Market Farm Fresh and Always the Best

¢¢6969LBLB

¢¢4949LBLB

DE MARTINIDE MARTINI
ORCHARDORCHARD

Kozy BrothersKozy Brothers

NORTHWESTNORTHWEST
JUMBO 9 ROWJUMBO 9 ROW

LOCALLY GROWNLOCALLY GROWN

JUMBO SIZEJUMBO SIZEFRESH DAILYFRESH DAILY

WHOLE VINE RIPEN’DWHOLE VINE RIPEN’D

SEEDLESSSEEDLESS

JUMBO SIZE KENTJUMBO SIZE KENT MCKINNEY FARMSMCKINNEY FARMS

MORGAN HILL GROWNMORGAN HILL GROWN

$$4455EARS EARS 
FORFOR

$$4422 ff
oo
RR

CHERRIESCHERRIES
CANTALOUPESCANTALOUPES

WATERMELONSWATERMELONS

MANGOESMANGOES STONE FRUITSTONE FRUIT

FROM THE LITTLE STORE WITH SO MUCH MORE  FROM THE LITTLE STORE WITH SO MUCH MORE  

WHITE CORNWHITE CORN

9999$$33 LBLB

9999$$22 LBLB

OPEN DAILY 8am – 7pm • PRICES EFFECTIVE: 7/2 thru 7/8

ATAULFOATAULFO
MANGOESMANGOES

¢¢9999EAEA

HAVE A GREAT 4TH OF JULY  HAVE A GREAT 4TH OF JULY  
WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDSWITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS

SERENO

650.947.2902 
anuzzo@sereno.com 
TeamNuzzo.com 
DRE 458678  |  DRE 1127187

We are here to help you fulfill  
your real estate dreams. Whether 
buying or selling a home we will  
guide and protect you every step  
of the way.

Loyalty.  
Integrity.  
Local Knowledge.

Alice & Alicia Nuzzo 
REALTORS®

Around Town

By Lina Broydo
Special to the Town Crier

Being an official movie nut, 
I attended the packed-to-

the-max historic Stanford The-
atre celebration of its 100th 
anniversary June 9 with the 
screening of “That’s my Dad-
dy,” the 1928 silent movie star-
ring Reginald Denny. Denny’s 
granddaughter Kimberly Pucci 
was in attendance.
	 The Q&A segment of the 
evening featured David Pack-
ard, the founder of the Stan-

ford Theatre Foundation, 
reminiscing about the history 
of the Stanford Theatre and 
Pucci, whose best-selling book 
“Prince of Drones” about her 
grandfather was available for 
sale. 
	 I followed up by watching 
“Speedy,” the funniest movie 
I’ve ever seen (well, after “Some 
Like it Hot”) about Harold, who 
is trying to save New York City’s 
last horse-drawn trolleys run by 
his girlfriend’s grandfather. The 
hysterically funny segment in 
this silent movie belongs to the 

guest appearance of baseball 
great Babe Ruth. 
 The Stanford Theatre first 
opened in 1925, and it served for 
decades as Palo Alto’s premier 
movie house. In 1987, the David 
and Lucile Packard Foundation 
bought the theatre and restored 
it to its original splendor. 
	 For more information about 
the historic Stanford Theatre, 
located at 221 University Ave. in 
Palo Alto, visit stanfordtheatre.
org.  
	 Broydo is a longtime Los Al-
tos Hills resident.

Happy 100th birthday, Stanford Theatre
PHOTOS COURTESY OF LINA BROYDO

Correction

In the June 25 print edition on page 24, the Los Altos/Los Altos Hills Little League Minor AAA 
Royals photo caption did not include the name of player Jackson Paff, pictured in the front row of 

the photo behind the trophy. 
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News
Los Altos Hills gives final approval on fire severity map
Town Crier Staff Report 

The Los Altos Hills City Council 
has adopted its fire hazard severity 
zone map following a vote on June 

24, ending the lengthy process.
	 The council held the June 24 meeting 
to have a second reading of an ordinance 
approving a fire hazard severity map that 
meets the minimum requirements from 
the California Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection (Cal Fire) following 
initial map approval at a June 20 meeting.
	 An ordinance requires two readings 
to be adopted, with the council passing 
the second reading 3-0. Councilmember 
Linda Swan was not at the meeting, and 
Mayor Kavita Tankha recused herself 
from the discussion because she lives near 

some of the affected properties on the 
map. 
	 The map categorizes properties into 
fire risk classification zones of no risk, 
moderate, high and very high and can 
lead to stricter building code require-
ments, mandatory defensible space re-
quirements and real estate disclosure 
obligations for high- and very high-risk 
designations. The state requires map ap-
proval.
	 The process of selecting a map took a 
turn when significant community push-
back occurred at a June 18 council meet-
ing to the originally suggested map of-
fered as an option by city staff. 
	 That map added approximately 50 
more properties to high- and very high-

risk designations. 
	 While the originally suggested map 
was initially agreed upon by the council 
by a vote of 3-1 at a May 15 meeting as 
part of the first ordinance reading, resi-
dents opposed it due to concerns about 
changes to property values, home insur-
ance and other factors. 
	 Public interest in the topic was high, 
with a petition on change.org garnering 
over 400 virtual signatures calling for the 
Cal Fire map and dozens of people show-
ing up to comment at the June 18 council 
meeting. 
	 The public feedback prompted the 
council to switch to the Cal Fire map on 
June 20, which is the minimum require-
ment from the state.

SCREENSHOT FROM LOS ALTOS HILLS COUNCIL MEETING

The Los Altos Hills City Council went 
back to an initial fire zone map that 
meets the state’s minimum require-
ments, after outcry over proposed 
changes.

Fligor

Vice Mayor Fligor  
to run for Santa Clara 

County Assessor
Town Crier Staff Report

Los Altos Vice Mayor 
Neysa Fligor June 26 an-
nounced that she is run-

ning to be the next Santa Clara 
County Assessor. 
	 Fligor will be running in 
the Nov. 4 special election to 
replace 30-year assessor Larry 
Stone, who announced his re-
tirement three days earlier. She 
currently works as a special as-
sistant in the assessor’s office, 
which assesses property values 
for tax purposes. 
	 “I know the work,” Fli-
gor said. “So it’s not a situa-
tion where I speculate what 
the work is, and think I would 
like it. I enjoy it. I don’t know 
if it’s because of my legal back-
ground, because it’s very legal 
driven and process oriented. 
And it also is very collaborative, 
and I like that environment.”
	 “I am delighted to endorse 
Neysa Fligor as the next Santa 
Clara County assessor,” Stone 
said in a statement. “I have 
known Neysa for over 15 years 
and have seen her success first-
hand as an attorney for the as-
sessor’s office and later as part 
of my executive management 
team. After 30 years as assessor, 
no one knows better than I do 
what the job entails – and what 
kind of person is best suited for 
it.”
	 “As assessor Stone has suc-
cessfully done during his ten-

ure, I will produce an efficient, 
accurate and timely roll and 
keep customer service as a top 
priority for the office,” Fligor 
said. “Supporting our em-
ployees, continuing the work 
to modernize our technology 
and increasing outreach and 
education to all communities 
throughout the county will also 
be my priorities.” 
	 Fligor most recently played 
a key role in managing a multi-
million-dollar property as-
sessment solution technology 
project and getting a contract 
in place that will allow the as-
sessor’s office to replace its 
four-decades-old property  

Los Altos City Council approves ‘safety element’
Town Crier Report

The Los Altos City Council last month 
unanimously approved the General Plan 
amendments adopting the Safety Ele-

ment, along with the revised Natural Environ-
ment and Hazards Element. 
	 According to a June 20 city press release, the 
adoption cements the city’s dedication to long-
term resilience in emergency preparedness, haz-
ard mitigation and community safety.
	 “The city of Los Altos is committed to foster-
ing a safe, resilient and sustainable community,” 
Assistant City Manager Nick Zornes said in the 
release.  “Adoption of the Safety Element af-
firms our dedication to long-term planning that 
protects residents, businesses and future gen-
erations from natural and human-made hazards, 
while strengthening the city’s capacity to adapt, 

respond and recover.”
	 This is the city of Los Altos’ first standalone 
Safety Element, which began development in 
early 2024. The city says that its streamlined 
adoption reflects Los Altos’ proactive approach 
in addressing community needs and reducing 
vulnerability to natural and man-made hazards. 
	 According to the release, “In this effort, the 
Safety Element defines comprehensive goals and 
policies, while also laying out actionable strate-
gies to uplift our community through enhanced 
emergency response and infrastructure resil-
ience.”
	 Key components of the Safety Element in-
clude:
	 • Hazard identification and risk assessment
	 • Evacuation routes and emergency response

See FLIGOR, Page 5See SAFETY, Page 7

How’s the market doing?

SHELLY BOWERS/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

The Los Altos Farmers’ Market bustled with activity last Thursday as people strolled along State 
Street, or waited in line, for their favorite items. The June 26 market also marked the last day for 
popular food vendor Pizza & Amore. A contractural misunderstanding among market organizers 
prompted the ouster. For more on the story, see last week’s Town Crier.
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News FELIX TREE 
SPECIALIST, INC.

License #1029971

(408) 292-2095  •  (408) 723-1810
Cell:  (408) 806-4474

MAURICIO FELIX
F R E E  E S T I M A T E S

For the full schedule, visit
LosAltosRecreation.org 

or call (650) 947-2790 
for more information

Summer

July 31 

July 24

July 17

9
7 H

illview
Avenue

1
0
2
3
9
3

July 31 

July 24

July 17
Current Hits to Dance Classics

Dance Mix Hits

Fleetwood Mac Tribute

Neon Velvet
The Cheeseballs

Fleetwood Macrame´

S
o

c
c

e
r
 F

ie
l
d

H
il

l
v

ie
w Dancin’ Starts

 at 6:30pm!

0607-07102025
GRA

N
T

 PA
RK

June 7 Peninsula 

 
Symphony 

June 12 Mustache 

 
Harbor

 
Yacht Rock

June 26 Coast Tribe

 
Reggae

July 10 Sinister

 
Dexter

 
Funk Horn Band

STARTS PROMPTLY

AT 6:30PM

1
5

7
5

 H
O

L T  A
V

E
N

U
E

FOURTH
JULY

ofof

8:30AM  -  1 1 :00AM8 : 3 0 A M  -  1 1 : 0 0 A M

Pancake Breakfast

858 University Avenue 
Los Altos, CA 94024 

unionpc.org 
Tel: 650-948-4361 

We greatly appreciate several local

merchants for their food donations 
that make this event possible! 

We greatly appreciate several local
merchants for their food donations 

that make this event possible! 

Good Food  Music  Fellowship 
A freewill offering will be taken to supportA freewill offering will be taken to support

on the sidewalks, and twice I 
had to grab my sister and pull 
her out of the way,” said the 
Los Altos resident, “because 
people on their e-bikes were 
flying down the sidewalks, and 
it did not look like they were 
going to stop. Because of that, 
I’m consistently looking back-
wards, making sure no e-bikes 
or e-scooters are coming. Most 
of the time, people on their  
e-bikes are not looking out for 
us. They expect us to look out 
for them.”
	 Council approved the new 
law on a tight 3-2 vote, with 
Vice Mayor Neysa Fligor and 
Councilmember Jonathan 
Weinberg dissenting. 
	 Although supporting the 
concept, Fligor felt the law 
lacked clarity and needed to 
provide more guidance for po-
lice officers. She also felt there 
should be an education period 
to familiarize youth with the 
new law.
	 “I hope that we are proactive 
in getting this ordinance to our 

schools community,” she said. 
“We want to make sure they 
understand what’s coming.”
	 Weinberg also had concerns 
about the ordinance.
	 “The issues that we’re try-
ing to correct here are very 
important,” he said. “But they 
need to be done at the state 
level . . .  E-bike ordinances in 
other jurisdictions are also go-
ing to be different. The type of 
regulation we’re trying to put 
in this ordinance really needs 
to be from the top-down . . .  
I don’t think that this ordi-
nance makes us as safe as  
we can be.”
	 “It is dangerous to let the 
perfect become the enemy of 
the good,” responded Council-
member Larry Lang, who sup-
ported the ordinance. “To vote 
no is to say, I’m OK with it still 
being legal to shoot down the 
sidewalks on an e-bike. … And 
I’m not waiting for education or 
anything else – I want it to be 
illegal to ride e-bikes on side-
walks. (The ordinance) is not 
perfect, but it’s certainly better 
than nothing.”
	 Councilmember Sally 
Meadows added: “We’ve made 

very clear (in the ordinance) 
that bicycles of all natures and 
other regulated mobility de-
vices are prohibited on all side-
walks. … People shouldn’t have 
to feel that a motorized thing is 
going to come up behind them 
and knock them over.”
	 Fligor asked city attorney 
Jolie Houston whether a dis-
tinction could be made in the 
ordinance between e-bikes and 
bicycles. Based on ambiguous 
state law, Houston said no.
	 “Unless we want to open 
a can of worms of asking of-
ficers to identify or somehow 
know, before even pulling 
someone over, whether or 
not they’re on a Class 1, 2 or 3 
bike,” said Mayor Pete Dailey, 
“there’s not going to be a way to  
provide the distinction that  
you want.”
	 Lang also felt restrictions 
should apply to all bikes.
	 “They’re called sidewalks,” 
he said. “There’s a little hint 
there.”
	 “We do have an ordinance 
that will allow young learners 
to use the sidewalk when ap-
propriate,” said Dailey, who 
voted in support.

SHELLY BOWERS/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

Young e-bikers make their way through downtown Los Altos streets last week.

E-BIKES
From Page 1

assessment management sys-
tem.
	 Stone is planning to step 
down July 6. The special elec-
tion in November is to fill his 
unexpired term that ends in De-
cember 2026.
	 Fligor said being elected to 
the unexpired term would give 
her “a huge advantage” over op-
ponents if she runs as an incum-
bent in 2026.
	 If she wins in November, 

Fligor will leave the city coun-
cil with a year remaining. The 
city would either have a special 
election or the council could ap-
point a replacement.
	 “It’s mixed feelings, obvi-
ously, because I love my council 
work,” Fligor said. “I love serv-
ing Los Altos. It’s my home, 
and I’m going to miss that. But I 
can’t not take this opportunity.”
	 “Neysa has the both the skills 
and personal qualities to be 
the next assessor” said Moun-
tain View Mayor Ellen Kamei.  
“As an attorney, a regional 
leader, an executive in the as-

sessor’s office, a tech industry 
veteran, and the first Black Los 
Altos City Councilmember, she 
brings relevant knowledge to 
the position.” 
	 Fligor’s relevant work expe-
rience includes: certified tax  
appraiser; legal counsel for 
the assessor’s office; former Los 
Altos mayor and current vice 
mayor; El Camino Healthcare 
District board and El Camino 
Hospital board member; presi-
dent of the Cities Association 
of Santa Clara County; and le-
gal counsel at Hewlett-Packard 
Company.

FLIGOR
From Page 4
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Award-winning care, 
right at home   

Los Altos trusts IOA Home Care

ioahomecare.org l (408) 474-0680

Supervision  
and Safety 

Light Housekeeping 
and Pet Care 

Exercise

Personal Care

Meal Prep and 
Planning

Companionship

Los Altos Town Crier-HomeCare.indd   1Los Altos Town Crier-HomeCare.indd   1 6/23/25   3:50 PM6/23/25   3:50 PM

MV City Council OKs 2025-2026 budget
By Christina Casillas 
Staff Writer/christinac@latc.com

Despite a short presenta-
tion and a quick unani-
mous vote, Mountain 

View City Council approved the 
final Fiscal Year 2025-2026 bud-
get after months of readings and 
careful considerations. 
	 City staff led the final 2025-
2026 budget reading during the 
June 24 city council meeting. 
The $662.9 million budget goes 
into effect July 1. Derek Ram-
pone, Mountain View finance 
and administrative services di-
rector, said during his presenta-
tion to council that the budget 
was structurally balanced. 
	 The budget, which staff be-
gan working on in November, 
was first presented to council 

on April 8 - just two months af-
ter staff provided council a mid-
budget update for the fiscal year 
2024-2025 budget. Staff also 
received input from some mem-
bers of the public June 10. 
	 Rampone noted the budget 
focuses on long-term service 
delivery, council’s strategic pri-
orities, downtown and other 
economic vitality strategies and 
improving and innovating city 
operations. He added it will ac-
commodate the addition of a few 
long-term city staff positions.
	 Capital improvement proj-
ects include 28 nondiscretion-
ary projects, 11 discretionary 
projects and 41 amendments 
to existing projects, Rampone 
said. City council approved the 
projects and amendments June 
24 and will need to allocate the 

total $72,595 for those projects, 
Rampone said. 
	 The budget’s approval also 
included the green light for the 
city council’s strategic workplan 
and priorities, which will guide 
the city council this fiscal year. 
These include community for 
all, intentional development and 
housing options, sustainability 
and climate resiliency, livability 
and quality of life, mobility and 
connectivity, economic vitality 
and organizational strength and 
good governance. 
	 The construction of a new 
public safety building will be 
funded by Measure G this fiscal 
year, according to communica-
tions from the Mountain View 
Office of the City Manager to 
city council. 
	 The city’s general operating 

fund – the largest of the city 
funds, which provides finan-
cial support to core community 
services and city administration 
support – shows an operating 
balance, Rampone said, and it’s 
projected to grow.
	 “We are showing a small op-
erating balance of $232,000 for 
next year. In future years, we are 
projecting some nominal deficits 

in some of the years after next 
year,” he said during the meet-
ing. “As we continue to look at 
revenues, staff have also been 
looking at ways to analyze over-
head and other expenditures of 
the general fund. … We hope to 
bring some positive news, or a 
more favorable update, in the 
February mid-year budget up-
date.” 

SCREENSHOT FROM MOUNTAIN VIEW CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Mountain View City Council’s priroities are listed above. 
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Trusted 
Local Company

Honest 
Trained, And Licensed

Dependable 
House Cleaning Services

650-322-7779
www.americanhousecleaning.com

Call Today!

$35 OFF
Cleaning Services

Restrictions Apply

TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

See our full menu at www.cafevitale.com
650-559-1500  |  987 Fremont Avenue, Los Altos

~ FULL-SERVICE BAR, INDOOR AND OUTDOOR DINING AVAILABLE ~
LUNCH

Mon – Fri 11am – 2pm  
Sat & Sun 12pm – 3pm

DINNER
Mon – Fri 5pm – 9pm  
Sat & Sun 3pm – 9pm

Mangia bene, stai bene! Eat well, stay well!

SPECIAL EVENTS:
Live Piano Music 
July 11 & July 25
Italian Nights 

Featuring Benito Rossetti  
and his accordion –  

July 4 & July 18

Call us today to reserve your table!  Reservations are recommended.

Join us for authentic Italian 
cuisine. Full-service bar, indoor 

and outdoor dining available.
Call now to reserve your table 

or book your next event!

DINE WITH US 
ON THE 4TH OF JULY!

Happy Independence Day.
Celebrate safely, Los Altos!

Tue-Sat 5:00pm–8:00pm
House made bread included with each order

(650) 964-3321
1405 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View1405 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View

F R E N C H  R E S T A U R A N T  S I N C E  1 9 8 9

Côtelettes D’Agneau au 
Jus et aux Herbes de 

Provence
$48
Enjoy a complimentary glass of house wine with this 

dish and mention of this ad.

Los Altos ups recruiting effort  
to fill police officer positions
Town Crier Staff Report

The city of Los Altos has 
enlisted the services 
of Epic Recruiting in a 

$300,000 marketing effort to 
attract more qualified candi-
dates to the Los Altos Police 
Department.
	 Epic Recruiting of Scotts-
dale, Arizona, is charged with 
development and implementa-
tion of recruitment marketing 
services, including video pro-
duction, marketing materials, 
website development and tar-
geted digital advertising, ac-
cording to a city staff report. 
The Los Altos City Council ap-
proved the allocation in May.
	 “The city of Los Altos con-
tinues to face significant chal-
lenges in attracting and retain-
ing qualified candidates for key 
positions, particularly in pub-
lic safety roles such as police 
officers and dispatchers,” the 
staff report said. “Despite of-
fering competitive salaries and 
benefits, the city has struggled 
to fill vacancies due to a lack of 
visibility and effective market-
ing to potential applicants.
	 Staff said Epic Recruiting 
has “a proven track record” of 
attracting high-quality candi-
dates through digital content 
and modern recruiting strate-
gies.
	 “Many qualified candidates 
do not apply simply because 
they are unaware of the city 

and the benefits of working 
here,” the report said. “This 
lack of visibility has contrib-
uted to ongoing staffing short-
ages and an over-reliance on 
a limited pool of candidates. 
Further compounding the is-
sue is the city’s current track 
record of police officer train-
ees being unsuccessful in ei-
ther the Police Academy or the 
Field Training Program and 
dispatchers being unsuccessful 
in training. This has led to high-
er attrition rates and increased 
costs associated with recruit-
ment, onboarding and train-
ing. These outcomes highlight 
the urgent need to not only at-
tract more applicants, but also 
to attract better-qualified can-
didates who are more likely to 
succeed in their roles.”
	 Since 2022, the city has re-
ported between two and five 
police officer vacancies and 
one dispatcher vacancy. Be-
tween 2022-2024, 20 appli-
cants were hired as police offi-
cers, four as dispatchers. Only 
seven of those officers passed 
training and are currently em-
ployed in Los Altos. Two dis-
patchers passed training in the 
same timeframe.
	 The police department in 
2025 hired another six police 
recruits/officer candidates. 
	 Police Chief Saskia Loger-
gren told the Town Crier last 
month the department has 
three officer and three dis-

patcher positions open. As of 
last week, those numbers re-
mained unchanged.
	 Staff said Epic Recruiting’s 
services are worth the cost, 
with potential turnover sav-
ings in the thousands of dol-
lars. 

Courtyard timeline 
extended
	 Construction of a $2 million 
courtyard for the Los Altos 
main library has been extend-
ed from this summer to possi-
bly late fall.
	 Freddie Wheeler, president 
of Los Altos Library Endow-
ment (LALE), said the process 
of dealing with two govern-
ment agencies is a slow one. 
LALE is providing a portion 
of the funding. Both the city 
of Los Altos and the Santa 
Clara County Library District, 
which runs the Los Altos li-
braries, are involved.
	 “We just submitted the 
application for a building 
permit,” Wheeler said last 
month. “We also have the Li-
brary District process, which 
takes time. Nothing is ‘de-
laying’ the project, it’s just 
a lengthy process because 
LALE is working with two  
governmental entities.”
	 The Los Altos City Council 
approved the 8,265-square-
foot courtyard, to extend from 
the library’s north side, in Feb-
ruary. 

	 • Climate adaptation and re-
silience
	 • Wildfire risk and evacua-
tion planning
	 With the last update to the 
Los Altos General Plan occur-
ring in 2002, the Safety Ele-
ment reflects extensive com-
munity input, interagency 
coordination and inter-depart-
mental partnerships to reach 
this final development, the re-
lease stated. 
	 In addition to aligning with 
state mandates, this plan em-
powers the city to safeguard 
the community with clear 

implementation measures and 
forward-thinking policies that 
incorporate climate adaptation 
and geologic hazard mitiga-
tion.
	 “The completion of the 
Safety Element reflects over a 
year of extensive community 
outreach, public engagement 
and collaboration with region-
al and state agencies,”  Zornes 
said.  “The city of Los Altos 
remains firmly committed to 
meeting California’s statutory 
requirements, while ensuring 
that community voices are at 
the heart of planning for a safer 
and more resilient future.”
	 The Safety Element serves 
as a crucial integration to the 

General Plan, which was re-
cently strengthened with the 
adoption of the Housing Ele-
ment in 2023, according to city 
officials. 
	 “By establishing key provi-
sions, the Safety Element aligns 
local decisions related to zon-
ing, subdivisions and entitle-
ment permits,” according to 
the release. “This plan further 
addresses safety concerns at 
the local level, including evac-
uation, hazardous materials 
management and crime reduc-
tion.”
	 For more information and 
to view the Safety Element on-
line, visit  losaltosca.gov/216/
Los-Altos-Safety-Element.

SAFETY
From Page 4

Town Crier staff will be present at all Los Altos Summer Concert Series events to 
give a warm Crier welcome and offer subscriptions. Stop by our table. 

The next scheduled concert is 6:30 p.m. July 10 with Sinister Dexter at Grant Park.
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Peek into the Past

COURTESY OF THE LOS ALTOS HISTORY MUSEUM

In 1959, trays of drying apricots were seen everywhere in Los Altos’ orchards this time of year. 
There are plenty of  ’cots for these boys to have a snack.  

Letters to the Editor

The Town Crier welcomes letters to the editor on current 
events pertinent to Los Altos, Los Altos Hills and Mountain 
View. Drop us a line at 138 Main St., Los Altos 94022, Attn: 

Editor, or email letters to bruceb@latc.com. Because editorial space 
is limited, please confine letters to no more than 200 words. Include 
a phone number for verification purposes. Anonymous letters will 
not be printed. 

Letters to the Editor

Whose Library Is It Anyway?

A Piece of My 
Mind

By Allyson Johnson

The Los Altos branch of 
the Santa Clara County 
Library system is the sec-

ond oldest and second smallest 
of seven branches, but second 
busiest in the number of visi-
tors. The Library Commission 
has announced intentions to 
“modernize the library, enhance 
accessibility and improve func-
tionality.” But what is meant by 
“modernize,” “accessibility” and 
“functionality?”  Forty users 
responded to a survey about 
needs, but our library has more 
than 600 visitors daily.
	 Modernize: Does this mean 
new carpets? New furniture 
to replace the institutionally 
uncomfortable naugahyde and 
vinyl chairs? Does it mean 
replacing the heating/air con-
ditioning system with efficient 
heat pump technologies? Does 
it mean providing modern DVD 
and video-streaming equipment 
so that researchers can take 
advantage of the library’s collec-
tions without having to take the 
materials from the library? 
	 Accessibility: Does this mean 
widening doors and the space 
between book shelves?  Does 
it mean adding multilingual 
signage? Does it mean adding 
services and features to attract 
a more diverse cross-section of 

the community? Or do these 
get in the way of the library’s 
research and study purposes? 
Does the Passport Office really 
belong in the library?  
	 Functionality: On a recent 
visit to the library, a friend and I 
passed through the lobby where 
a group of young women and 
children in strollers were shar-
ing lunch and gossiping. “What 
do they think this is, a free day 
care center?” he fumed. “It’s a li-
brary. It’s supposed to be quiet.” 
Is the success of the library’s 
story hours and the availability 
of snacks in the lobby a detri-
ment to other functions? Or is 
this addressing the needs of an 
underserved section of our com-
munity?
	 And how about the users 
of the library who bring their 
laptops, sit around a table, and 
conduct a business meeting at 
normal volumes? Is providing 
meeting space a library func-
tion?  Do we need sound-proof 
study carrels where a small 
group can work on a project or 
hold a meeting together?
	 What space do we reserve 
for our chief fundraisers, the 

Friends of the Library (FOL)?  
I’m personally addicted to 
checking out their 25-cent book 
cart, but I was surprised when 
a second book cart appeared 
recently, impeding access to the 
community bulletin board, the 
battery recycling container and 
the free magazines. The FOL 
Sale bookshelves are expand-
ing also, with a third book cart 
dedicated to teen lit, a table 
laden with puzzles, and addi-
tional tables for seasonal offer-
ings or out-dated magazines. Is 
this a library benefit, or is it FOL 
mission creep?
	 The Orchard Room is the 
only large meeting space in the 
library, and it is booked months 
in advance. Do we need more 
large meeting spaces? Will the 
proposed patio enhancement 
funded by the Los Altos Library 
Endowment help satisfy the 
need for more meeting space? 
Or should we consign large 
meetings to the adjacent Los 
Altos Community Center?
	 We need more than a survey 
of less than 1% of the library’s 
users to determine what the 
library should be today.

 	 Allyson Johnson is a long-
time resident and regular 
contributor to the Town Crier. 
Visit her blog as allysonjohn-
son.com.

A free lunch,  
continued
	 I recently railed against 
the use of educational  funds 
to feed students. A confession 
– I was once the beneficiary 
of such a program. My wife is 
Swedish and when we mar-
ried in Sweden she wanted to 
return to California quickly. I 
found  that country  fascinating 
and prevailed upon her to  stay 
awhile so I could learn the cus-
toms and the language – her   
parents  didn’t speak English. 
Mona got a job while I enrolled 
in a Swedish  language class 
for foreigners. Our class oc-
cupied one classroom in a nor-
mal neighborhood grammar 
school. Lunch was provided to 
all the students in the school. I 
stood in line with 10-year-olds. 
Breakfast was expected to be 
provided at home.
	 Here are three ways why that 
approach works better than 
ours.
	 1. Most Swedish mothers 

have jobs and it is simply more 
efficient as a society to have 
lunch prepared en masse rather 
than individually.
 	 2. Schools supply only lunch, 
and only on days when classes 
are in session.
	 3. Their government is more 
responsible and able to function 
on a balanced budget.

Jerry Clements
Los Altos

Leave plazas  
‘as is’
	 The “Better uses of funds” let-
ter  to the editor in the June 16 
Town Crier is right on. I totally 
agree with Lothar Kleiner that a 
downtown park uses up way too 
many parking spaces in plazas 1 
& 2. And a downtown theater? 
The current Los Altos Stage 
Company has lots of parking 
because it’s close by the Los Al-
tos Community Center. Please 
leave everything as is!

Rita Cartalano
Los Altos
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Community

Cynthia A Wemyss, CFP®, ChFC®
Financial Advisor

339 S San Antonio Road
Suite 1B
Los Altos, CA 94021
650-948-4886
cynthia.wemyss@edwardjones.com

edwardjones.com

SUNNYVALE MARKET
~ Family owned since 1976 ~

1356 S. Mary Avenue, SUNNYVALE(408) 212-4928

The Freshest Produce in Town!The Freshest Produce in Town!

5$ off
when purchase 

$50 or more.

PRESENT THIS AD FOR:

LANDSCAPING

CALL 650-279-3748 FOR INQUIRIES

Our Services:
• Lawn maintenance
• Landscaping
• Clean up

• Fence installation
• Irrigation systems
• New lawns
• Lights installation

Molina’sMolina’s

Fire officials: Stay safe, leave 
fireworks to the professionals
Town Crier Report

Santa Clara County fire 
chiefs are encouraging 
community members to 

enjoy professional fireworks 
displays to avoid potential inju-
ries and fires this Fourth of July.
	 Fireworks are responsible 
for thousands of emergency 
room visits and millions of dol-
lars of property loss across the 
U.S. every year. Professional 
fireworks displays are planned 
throughout Santa Clara County 
to offer families a safe way to 
enjoy Independence Day.
	 According to fire officials, all 
fireworks, including those la-
beled “safe and sane,” are dan-
gerous and illegal to use, own, 
or sell in the North County, 
including Los Altos, Los Altos 
Hills and Mountain View.
	 “Illegal fireworks are a seri-
ous danger to all, causing devas-
tating wildfires, structure fires, 
and injuries,” said Juan Diaz, 
Mountain View Fire Chief. “In 
Mountain View, our dry condi-
tions magnify this risk, making 
every illegal spark a potential 
catastrophe for homes and open 

space areas. Using illegal fire-
works carries significant fines, 
starting at $1,000, with proper-
ty owners also potentially liable 
for emergency response costs. 
This Independence Day, protect 
our community by avoiding all 
illegal fireworks and instead, 
join us for the safe and profes-
sional 2025 Fourth of July Fire-
works Spectacular with the San 
Francisco Symphony at Shore-
line Amphitheatre.”
	 Fire officials said the area is 
experiencing higher tempera-
tures and dry vegetation. The 
risk of fires starting in both 

urban neighborhoods as well 
as wildland areas is high. Fire-
works have ignited trees, fences 
and homes in cities throughout 
the county on and around the 
Fourth of July, causing signifi-
cant damage to property and 
homes.
	 Local hospital emergency 
rooms treat individuals suffer-
ing from fireworks-related in-
juries year after year. Patients 
include victims of all ages, and 
the severity of injuries ranges 
from moderate to extreme.
	 Fireworks-related fires and 
injuries are 100% preventable, 
fire officials said. They strongly 
encourage the public to cel-
ebrate the holiday safely, and 
without the use of illegal fire-
works.
	 Several cities have family-
friendly community events as 
well as professional fireworks 
displays planned this 4th of July. 
Mountain View’s fireworks 
display begins after 9 p.m. at 
Shoreline Amphitheatre.
	 Firefighters remind resi-
dents to dial 9-1-1 if they ob-
serve an active fire or medical 
emergency.

Pet of the Week

COURTESY OF PETS IN NEED

Charlie, a 10-week-old kitten “with a big heart and an even 
bigger purr,” is available for adoption at Pets In Need, rep-
resentatives said. Found as a stray, Charlie currently resides 
at Pets In Need’s Palo Alto location. To adopt Charlie, con-
tact Pets In Need at (650) 496-5971 or visit petsinneed.org.

TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTO

Though enchanting, fireworks 
can be dangerous. Celebrate 
responsibly this week.
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
July 8, 2025 - 7:00p.m. 

In Person
Note- This is not the Final Agenda

City of LOS ALTOS

Agendas, Reports and associated documents for City Council
items may be viewed at losaltosca.gov/citycouncil/meetings

Members of the public are invited to participate in person at the Los Altos Council Chamber at Los 
Altos City Hall located at 1 N. San Antonio Rd, Los Altos, CA. To attend virtually, please view the final 
agenda for details. 
Public testimony will be taken at the direction of the Mayor, and members of the public may only 
comment during times allotted for public comments. Public comment will be received in person 
during the meeting or by written public comment submitted to publiccomment@losaltosca.gov

CONSENT CALENDAR
1. Adopt a resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute Amendment No. 1 with Flock Safety in 

the amount of $70,000 over the two years remaining on the contract for installation, maintenance 
and service for Flock Safety cameras in the City of Los Altos and the management of the Camera 
Registry Program

2. Adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to amend the existing design contract with 
Noll & Tam Architects in the amount not-to-exceed $27,650, to provide expanded construction 
administrative services related to the Emergency Operations Center project (CF-01021)

3. Adopt a resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute an agreement with CivicPlus LLC 
to provide CivicRec, a recreation management software, for the Parks & Recreation department 
registration and facility reservations

4. Adopt a resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute an amendment to the agreement with 
IMPEC Group for janitorial services in the amount not to exceed $885,276 for a two-year term on 
behalf of the City

5. Adopt a resolution authoring the use of Public Art funds in the amount of $9,000 for the purchase 
of the Compass Turtle sculpture currently located at Grant Park

6. Adopt a Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Execute a Professional Services Agreement 
with R3 Consulting Group., Inc. (R3) in the amount not to exceed $585,282 for on-call professional 
services in support of the City’s solid waste management program for the five-year period from FY 
2025-26 through FY 2029-30, and find that the proposed agreement is exempt from environmental 
review pursuant to Section 15308 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines

7. Staff recommends City Council adopt the updated Financial Policy, which was reviewed by the 
Financial Commission on June 16, 2025

8. Receive informational report on Flock audits

When you include the Los Altos Mountain View 
Community Foundation in your estate plan, 
you’re investing in a future where community 
potential is transformed into lasting action. 
A bequest to our endowment means your 
generosity will keep working — quietly and 
powerfully — for the people and places you 
care about, long into the future.

With over 30 years of trusted leadership in local 
philanthropy, we’ll help you craft a meaningful 
legacy plan that refl ects your values, honors 
your story, and strengthens the 
community we all call home.

To learn more contact 
us at 650-949-5908.

Leave a Legacy 
That Lasts

We should all plant trees 
we might never sit under.

183 Hillview Avenue
Los Altos, CA 94022
650-949-5908
LAMVCF.ORG

Community
Museum’s Apricot STEM Fair offers fresh & fun picks for all
Town Crier Report

Apricot-themed and nature-
inspired activities await 
at Los Altos History Muse-

um’s  “Apricot STEM Fair” sched-
uled 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. July 19. Held 
in the Museum’s courtyard and ad-
jacent Los Altos Heritage Orchard, 
the event blends STEM, history 
and creativity for a day of hands-on 
learning and fun.
	 Designed for all ages, the fair fea-
tures activities and games rooted in 
Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math – from discovering na-
tive plants to extracting DNA from 
apricots and exploring the wonders 
of robotics.
	 “We hope to connect the past 
with the future by honoring our 
collective memory of the Valley 

of Heart’s Delight,” said Christina 
Zhao, the museum’s education 
and volunteer coordinator. “At the 
same time, we’re encouraging ex-
ploration and innovation in what 
we now call Silicon Valley.”
	 Attendees can explore the mi-
croscopic world using Foldscope, 
a portable paper microscope; wit-
ness DNA being extracted from an 
apricot; power a blender by pedal-
ing a bike, courtesy of GreenTown 
Los Altos; enjoy robotics demon-
strations from local high schoolers; 
engage in hands-on STEM chal-
lenges inspired by orchard care; 
combine naturalist curiosity with 
STEM fun in kid-friendly activi-
ties. 
	 Visitors can also check out 
books from Los Altos Library’s Go 
Go Biblio, and meet Lisa Prince 

Newman, who will be signing cop-
ies of her book, “For the Love of 
Apricots.” 
	 Children who complete a spe-
cific challenge will win a special 
apricot-themed prize (while sup-
plies last).
	 “This family-friendly event 
brings together all ages and back-
grounds to celebrate the region’s 
agricultural legacy and rural roots,” 
Zhao said. “It’s a unique opportu-
nity to engage the younger genera-
tion with our local history.” 
	 Admission is $10, payable at the 
gate, with free entry for museum 
members and children 12 and un-
der. Apricot-inspired food pre-
pared by Chef Mo will be available 
for purchase. For more informa-
tion, visit  losaltoshistory.org/Apri-
cotSTEM2025.

S.M. LIEU/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

The agricultural past meets the innovation of Sili-
con Valley at Los Altos History Museum’s Apricot 
STEM Fair on July 19. Fun, hands-on activities 
await all ages.
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To list your Religious Organization,  
please email Janice at 

janicef@latc.com

9:00 Contemporary Service
and Sunday School

11:00 Traditional Service & Choir

1715 Grant Road • Los Altos
BETWEEN FOOTHILL BLVD. & FREMONT AVE.

650-967-4906 • www.ilclosaltos.com

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN LOS ALTOS

Come Share the Spirit

1715 Grant Road, Los Altos
650-967-4906  •  www.ilclosaltos.com

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN  
CHURCH, LOS ALTOS

Inspirational messages and 
great music! Please 

visit our website 
at ilclosaltos.com 

for more information!

Join us online or in person 
for worship at 10 am! 

460 S. El Monte Ave. (at Cuesta)
650.948.3012

office@losaltoslutheran.org
Email the office for the Worship Zoom Link

Rejoice in the Word + Sent in the Spirit

10am In-Person & Online

www.LosAltosLutheran.org

Los Altos Lutheran Church

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

RELIGIOUS DIRECTORY

Saint Nicholas and Saint William
Catholic Parish

Rev. Matthew D. Stanley, Pastor
St. Nicholas Church

473 Lincoln Ave., Los Altos

Sat:   8 am
Sun:  8 am, 10 am, 12 pm, 5 pm (French)
M-F: 8 am, 12:10 pm

Sat:  4 pm
Sun: 9 am, 11 am*, 5 pm
         *in-person & livestream

St. William Church
611 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

Mass Schedule Mass Schedule

650-948-2158 www.snswparish.org

People Ma�er. Truth Ma�ers.
                      The Gospel is Our Only Hope.

Service

Home of Los Altos Christian Schools www.lacs.com

www.bridges.church

People Ma�er. Truth Ma�ers.
                      The Gospel is Our Only Hope.

Service

Home of Los Altos Christian Schools www.lacs.com

www.bridges.church

People Ma�er. Truth Ma�ers.
                      The Gospel is Our Only Hope.

Service

Home of Los Altos Christian Schools www.lacs.com

www.bridges.church

People Ma�er. Truth Ma�ers.
                      The Gospel is Our Only Hope.

Service

Home of Los Altos Christian Schools www.lacs.com

www.bridges.church

UNION CHURCH
A Community of Christ Followers Loving, 

Learning & Serving Together

www.youtube.com/ 
@unionpresbyterianchurchlos437

Worship 10am
~ Join us in person or online ~

858 University Ave. 
www.unionpc.org

(650) 948-4361

St. Simon  Catholic  
Church & School 

 
Please check our website for 

links to Live Stream Mass 
www.stsimon.church 

 

Mass Schedule 
Weekday:  6:30 am & 8:30 am 
Saturday:  8:30 am & 5:00 pm 

Sunday:  7:30, 9:00, 11:15, 5:00 pm 
 
 

Fr. Brendan McGuire, Pastor 
1860 Grant Road, Los Altos  94024 

650-880-1401 

 

First Church of Christ, Scientist

ChristianScienceLosAltos.org
See website for details and updates

401 University Ave,
LOS ALTOS

Sunday Service  
10am-11am

READING ROOM  60 Main Street 
Wed 10am - 1pm  •  Thur 2pm - 4pm

Sunday School  
10am-11am

Wed. Testimony Meeting  7:30pm
~ Call-in Available for Services ~

~ striving to live what Jesus taught us ~

ROGER THAT!Comedy ShowComedy Show

BUY YOUR
TICKET
NOW!

EB ENTERTAINMENT
HOSTED BY:

800 MOFFETT BLVD, 
MOUNTAIN VIEW

LOCATION:

WWW.ROGERBARANDRESTAURANT.COM/COMEDY-NIGHT/

EVERY 2  THURSDAYND

OF THE MONTH

WHEN:

Stepping Out

  COURTESY OF KEVIN BERNE 

Joe (Ellie van Amerongen) watches as Sissy (Stephanie Gibson), 
Mona (Lauren Marcus) and Stella Mae (Hayley Lovgren) remi-
nisce about James Dean in TheatreWorks Silicon Valley’s World 
Premiere “Come Back to the 5 & Dime, Jimmy Dean, Jimmy 
Dean: A New Musical,” performing June 19 - July 13.

‘Come Back to the 5 & Dime’ celebrates friendship in hard times
By Brandon Roth
Staff Writer/brandonr@latc.com

James Dean, a rebellious 
teen actor who captivated 
female audiences in the 

1950s, lived and died an idol. 
Dean’s death at age 24, in a car 
accident near San Luis Obispo 
County, left many fans in disbe-
lief. 

“Come Back to the 5 & Dime, 
Jimmy Dean, Jimmy Dean,” a 
play written in 1976 by Ed Grac-
zyk and adapted into a film in 
1982, shows a group of women 
who gather to pay homage to 
James Dean, who filmed his last 
film, “Giant,” near their small 
town of McCarthy, Texas in a 
Five and Dime shop operated by 
the prude and conservative Ju-
dith Miller (Loretta). The group, 
which is called the Disciples of 
James Dean, has gathered every 

year since high school. Some 
of the characters bring in their 
memorabilia while others reflect 
on their experiences working on 
the film’s set. 

TheatreWorks Silicon Valley 
put its twist on the play by turn-
ing it into a musical. Many of the 
songs will captivate audience 
members by exploring events 
from the women’s past, such as 
examining the history of their 
fan club, the challenges of grow-
ing up in a conservative town, 
and the painful secrets they are 
afraid to admit. 

All the women had different 
expectations for themselves 
growing up, such as being rebels 
themselves or starting a fam-
ily of their own. Lauren Marcus 
(Mona) was one of the first girls 
from the group that was intro-
duced, is a grown woman, but is 
fragile in state and is afraid to ad-

mit her faults. Other characters 
soon make their way into the 
store such as Gibson (Sissy), who 
is overly confident in singing and 
how she dresses; Ashley Cowl 
(Edna Louise), a Hispanic wom-
an ridiculed for her culture as a 
child and grew up not achieving 
her aspirations; Hayley Lovgren 
(Stella Mae), who is a pompous 
and spoiled cowgirl who is not 
afraid to share her beliefs; and 
Shakina (Joanne), a mysterious 
woman who from the girls’ past.

Mona is not a character who 
gives up and is sometimes stub-
born in getting her way. All of 
the other women are in different 
places in their lives, but Mona 
is content in holding up her 
childhood promises and is the 
main organizer for their club. 
Without her, the women would 
be on a different path. All the 
women tend to go along with 
her club and feel sorry that she 
has never moved on from her  
childhood self. 

 The play reflects that when 
our past has still not healed, it 
tends to follow us through life. 
All of the women carry a bur-
den of what they should have 
been and relate to one another 
on things in their lives they are 
missing. Life is filled with mis-
takes and many of the women 
can’t let go of some image they 
had for themselves when they 
were younger.

To learn more about this play, 
visit  tinyurl.com/4xfpetwz.
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Do you need to 
have a Legal or 
Public Notice 

published?
Then look no further than the Los Altos Town Crier.

The Town Crier’s unmatched service can take 
care of your Fictitious Business Name Statement, 
Notice of Probate, Name Change and much more.

For more information, 
contact Melissa at 

(650) 397-5208, 
or email: 

 legals@latc.com

hammerschmidtinc.com

(650) 948-4200

License #716400

Hammerschmidt 
Construction • 25+ years of award-winning Design + Build 

remodeling
• Integrated team for design, drawings, finish 

selections, permits, and building- speeds the 
process and assures accountability

• Fixed price contracts for peace of mind
• Whole house remodels, additions, kitchens, 

bathrooms, exterior landscapes
• Certified Green Builder
• 100s of local references

info@hammerschmidtinc.com

Contact us to help you 
create a home you love.

Schools

Los Altos High School is looking for Avid Mentors

Pinewood student aims to match 
those in need with meals

By Shaona Das
Los Altos Town Crier Intern

A student from Los Al-
tos recently created a 
service dedicated to 

streamline food bank distri-
bution.
	 Rising Pinewood School 
senior Harry Yang started 
Meal Match in December as 
part of a school-supported 
entrepreneurship project. His 
website enables people in need 
to order specific items from 
food banks at which they are 
registered. Volunteers then 

organize the food into person-
alized packages for consum-
ers, reducing food waste and 
cutting down wait times.
	 “Most families, a lot of the 
time, can’t store a lot of the 
foods that the food bank pro-
vides, so they want some of 
this food, some of that food,” 
Yang said. “In my past expe-
riences going to a lot of food 
banks – I volunteered there 
heavily – I found that they 
can’t really adjust that, since 
Second Harvest, the company 
that gives them the food, ba-
sically gives them a certain 

quantity per family.”
	 To accomplish this, Yang 
partnered with the Sunday 
Friends Foundation, a non-
profit that organizes volun-
teers who want to help under-
served communities.
	 Getting the project off the 
ground wasn’t easy. Yang said 
it took persistence.
	 “At the beginning, I just 
had this idea, and I kept on 
cold calling different nonprof-
its around the area, and food 
banks,” Yang said. “Eventu-
ally, in December, finally, 
Sunday Friends got back in 
touch with me and said that 
they would be willing to help 
implement this project.”
	 Since February, Meal 
Match has offered QR codes 
to visitors of the River of Life 
food bank in Milpitas during 
Sunday Friends’ community 
days. The visitors can scan 
the codes on their phones to 
place orders on Meal Match’s 
website. After placing orders, 
volunteers sort the food into 
personalized packages for vis-
itors (as opposed to the stan-
dard combinations of food 
items), personalizing the food 
bank experience and cutting 
down on wait times.
	 “It just brings a lot of flex-
ibility, and also it helps fami-
lies get food that they nor-
mally won’t have, or save 
food for other families in 
need, so that they could get 
extra food that they want,”  
Yang said of Meal Match.
	 Yang was inspired to start 
Meal Match after years of vol-

COURTESY OF SAM JEZAK 

Harry Yang, a rising senior at Pinewood School, has been 
voluntering with food banks since he was in seventh grade. He 
recently created a website that allows community members
to order specific products and quantities at food bank sites.

unteering at food banks.
	 “In seventh grade . . . I 
started getting into food 
banks a lot, and I’ve spent a 
lot of time around the Bay 
Area volunteering at food 
banks from San Francisco to 
San Jose. And I was just look-
ing for issues to solve,” Yang 
said. 
	 To do so, Yang said he talk-
ed to families utilizing food 
banks about how they had to 
get up early in the morning to 
receive their food or take time 
off work to get it.
	 “. . . that process could be 
shortened a lot, and so I fo-
cused my project on shorten-
ing that time,” Yang said.
	 The student said the Meal 
Match service has grown 
from 17 to approximately 40 
users.
	 “I was talking to one family 
– normally, when they come 

Want to help a student be-
come the first in their family 
to attend college? Los Altos 
High School is looking for car-
ing community members to 
help AVID seniors navigate 
the college admissions pro-
cess. AVID, which stands for 
Advancement Via Individual 
Determination, is a class that 
offers academic support to a 
cohort of first-generation stu-
dents starting freshman year. 
In their senior year, with the 

help of their teacher and men-
tors, AVID students research 
colleges and majors, complete 
college applications and apply 
for financial aid and scholar-
ships. An AVID college men-
tor works with two students 
they get to know and support 
throughout the school year.

For the 2025-26 school year, 
mentors will meet with stu-
dents on campus on Mondays 
during their first or second 
period AVID class (8:30-9:20 

a.m. or 9:27-10:17 a.m.). Train-
ing and weekly agendas will 
be provided so mentors do not 
have to be experts in the col-
lege application process, but 
they do need to be able to com-
mit to regularly attending the 
weekly classes at LAHS.

For more information 
contact MVLA Scholars 
recruiting coordinator 
Dale Tritschler at dal-
etritschler@gmail.com or  
visit mvlascholars.org.

out (of the food bank), there’s 
barely any food left,” Yang 
said. “Through this online 
order system, we get to save 
them food, and we get to help 
them actually get food. I feel 
like it just helped the commu-
nity get food and also diver-
sify how much food each per-
son is getting and less wasted 
food.”
	 Yang hopes to continue de-
veloping Meal Match in the 
coming year.
	 “I hope, in the future, (our 
service) could spread to oth-
er food banks, so that more 
families around the area don’t 
have to wait in this really, re-
ally long line in order to get 
food . . . so that a food bank 
won’t have to be a two-hour, 
three-hour chore.”

For more information or to 
volunteer, visit mealmatch.
framer.website/about.

Schools Brief
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Read our reviews on Yelp to see how we can make a di�erence

Los Altos-based Home Care Agency for Elderly and Disabled

      WE’RE 

HIRING
• Requires a vehicle with proof of insurance, and 

a clean CA driver’s license.
• Part time position, one day a week, on 

Tuesdays.

• Experienced.
• Flexible –10 hours per week.
• To assist with increasing the Town Crier media 

presence.

NEWSPAPER DELIVERY DRIVER

SOCIAL MEDIA ASSISTANT

Contact Howard Bischoff at 650-397-5213

Contact Dennis Young at 650-793-0185

Sports
Warriors center Quinten Post 
talks season at Los Altos camp 
By Curtis Driscoll 
Staff Writer/curtisd@latc.com

Golden State Warriors center Quinten 
Post may tower over his current team-
mates, but that wasn’t always the case 

growing up. 
	 Speaking to campers of the Golden State 
Sports Academy Basketball Camp at Egan Mid-
dle School Wednesday, Post noted that he wasn’t 
the best or the biggest player on his team in the 
Netherlands at ages 13, 14 or 15 and was a late 
bloomer, growing to be 7’0” later in his teens. 
Even during his college days, when he first ar-
rived in America to play college basketball at 
Mississippi State and later Boston College, he 
didn’t play much in his first year and focused 
on making improvements in practice and maxi-
mizing his reps. While his shooting was always 
a strength growing up in Amsterdam, it took a 
while for his body to catch up. 
	 “I think the big thing for me is that I grew re-
ally late, so I was always playing guard growing 
up, so I kind of had to be a shooter,” Post said. “I 
wasn’t big or physical.”
	 Post reminded the kids that while someone 
might be bigger than them or better at shooting, 
working hard on their game can help them get to 
the next level of development. Post focused on 
hard work during his rookie year with the War-
riors, which included spending time with the G 
League affiliate, the Santa Cruz Warriors, on a 
two-way contract. 
	 “It was humbling to get sent down to the G 
League; on the other hand, it’s part of the jour-
ney,” Post said. “The Warriors have had a lot of 
success in starting their guys warming up in the 
G League, but I also knew that I had to perform 
somewhat in the G League to be able to get a 
shot up top.”
	 He played well in the G League, and with the 
Warriors needing energy and a spark early in the 
season, he began to get playing time in the NBA 
in January.   
	 “I think I capitalized on the opportunity,” 
Post said. “From then on, everything has been 
so fast, and we made a hell of a run. I believe we 
would have made it a lot farther (in the playoffs) 
if Steph didn’t get injured, but that happens, and 
I’m looking forward to next year.” 
	 He cracked the rotation in January and played 
in 42 games during the regular season, one of his 
primary goals for the season. 
	 “Maybe I should have put the bar a little high-
er,” Post said. “But at that point, I just thought, 
take it step by step, and that was the first step, so 
I achieved that.” 
	 His shooting has been a key factor in his path 

to the NBA and securing a role, with Post hit-
ting 40.8% from the 3-point line in his rookie 
season and 77.8% from the free-throw line. 
Growing up, he was always a good shooter and 
had the talent, thanks to his father, Arjen Post, 
who played in the second division of the Dutch 
League and spent a year at the University of Vic-
toria in Canada. Quinten Post started playing 
basketball at 11, with his dad playing the sport 
and taking him to his games.
	 “My dad is 6’8”, very talented shooter, great 
touch,” Post said.
	 One of the significant moments of his rookie 
season was having his two-way contract con-
verted to a standard contract, ensuring he would 
remain with the team and not be assigned to the 
Santa Cruz Warriors. 
	 “It was just kind of a nod to me that showed 
that they appreciate the work that I’ve been put-
ting in, and they wanted to have me available to 
play,” Post said. 
	 His season also included significant playoff 
experience. He played in all seven games against 
the Houston Rockets in the first round of the 
Western Conference NBA playoffs and all five 
games in the Western Conference Semifinals 
against the Minnesota Timberwolves. 
	 “It’s not miles and miles different, but the 
intensity is different; you’re playing against the 
same team, potentially seven times,” Post said. 
	 He took two weeks off after the season and 
returned to the Netherlands, and now plans to 
spend the rest of the offseason preparing his 
body for the rigors of the NBA season.
	 “I need to get a little stronger, a little more 
agile, a little more athletic, work on that inside 
game, but then most certainly I don’t want to 
shy away from what has brought me here, which 
is my shooting – I’ll just keep hammering on 
that,” Post said.

CURTIS DRISCOLL/TOWN CRIER

Warriors’ Quinten Post in Los Altos speaking to kids June 25. 

To pitch an idea for the Sports section or to comment on its content, 
email section editor Curtis Driscoll at curtisd@latc.com.

CURTIS DRISCOLL/TOWN CRIER

Warriors center Quinten Post playing games 
with campers at a Warriors basketball camp at 
Egan Middle School June 25. 
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DEPENDABILITY, 58 YEARS IN THE MAKING

SPECIALIZING IN MINIs & BMWs

BMW  |  AUDI  |  SUBARU  |  TOYOTA  |  LEXUS  |  MAZDA  |  ACURA  |  HONDA  |  VW  |  MINI 

15 PIONEER WAY
MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 
(On the corner of Pioneer & Evelyn)

650-960-6988 • SUNNYVALEFOREIGNCAR.COMMatt the Mechanic
Columnist for the  

Los Altos Town Crier’s  
“On the Road” section

On The Road
On the Road is published the first week of every month. For advertising information, email sales@latc.com.

Land Rover Defender 
offers durable option
By Mike Hagerty

Hard to believe, but the 
“new” Land Rover De-
fender is now six model 

years along. The Defender is the 
Land Rover model closest to 
the spirit of the original Land 
Rovers that made their reputa-
tions on safari and expeditions 
around the globe.
	 The Defender’s model 
naming convention is pretty 
straightforward. Defender 90 
is a short-wheelbase two-door, 
Defender 110 (“On The Road,” 
January 2024) is a four-door, 
and the Defender 130 is the 
stretched version, allowing for 
a third row of seating and/or 
sufficient cargo room, as the 
Beach Boys put it, go “on safari 
to stay.”
	 Under the hood is a 3.0-liter 
six-cylinder engine with 395 
horsepower and 406 lb-ft of 
torque. With an eight-speed 
automatic transmission, all-
wheel drive with twin-speed 
transfer case, selectable driving 
and off-road modes, terrain re-
sponse, a rear electronic active 
differential, all-terrain progress 
control, hill descent control, air 
suspension, adaptive dynamic 
and 22-inch wheels, it will go 
just about any place it’s possible 
to go in a motor vehicle.  
	 If you do get adventur-
ous, plan your fuel stops. The 
23.8-gallon fuel tank allows 
for a significant range, but the 
EPA says that fuel gets burned 
at a rate of 18 miles per gallon 

city/20 highway. The towing 
capacity is 8,201 pounds. 
	 The Defender 130’s rear 
cargo area with the third row 
of seats in place is only about 
that of a family sedan’s trunk, 
about 15.3 cubic feet. But with 
it stowed, that figure more than 
doubles to 35.8 cubic feet. There 
is also a Defender 130 Outbound 
model that only seats five and 
has 46.9 cubic feet of cargo 
space. And if you only need the 
two front seats for people, there 
are 76.1 cubic feet to work with.

	 The base price of the 2025 
Land Rover Defender 130 X (an 
upper-level trim) is $100,900 
($102,525 including destina-
tion). 
	 In addition to what we’ve 
already discussed, that price 
buys premium LED headlights 
with automatic high beams, 
an opening panoramic roof, 
rain-sensing front wipers, a 
rear wiper, rear privacy glass, 
power-folding heated door 
mirrors with memory and ap-
proach lights (auto-dimming 
on the driver’s side), Windsor 
leather and Kvadrat upholstery, 
heated and cooled power front 
seats with lumbar and memory, 
60/40 heated second-row seats 
with manual slide and recline 
and 40/20/40 folding rear seats, 
a power-adjustable full leather 
steering wheel, three-zone cli-

mate control with rear heating 
and cooling assist, configurable 
cabin lighting, a ClearSight 
interior rearview mirror, keyless 
entry, pushbutton start, a 700-
watt Meridian audio system, 
with wireless Android Auto and 
Apple CarPlay, HD Radio and a 
three-month trial subscription 
to SiriusXM with 360L, black 
roof rails and a comprehensive 
suite of active safety features.
	 Our test vehicle also had 
extra-cost options – an up-
graded towing package with 
advanced tow assist and a tow 
hitch receiver was $1,294, a cold 
climate package with a heated 
windshield, heated washer jets 
and a headlight power wash was 
$500, second-row heated and 

cooled captain’s chairs added 
$1,000, an in-car WiFi system 
with limited data plan was $360, 
an interior protection pack-
age was $310, an emergency 
package (first aid kit) was $75, 
and a fancy box for the key 
fobs (which Land Rover calls a 
“Handover Pack”) was $28. 
All told, the as-tested price of 
the 2025 Land Rover Defender 
130 X is $106,092.
	 At present, the tariff picture 
remains unclear. While Land 
Rover is a British company, it is 
owned by the Chinese carmaker 
Geely. The Defender line is as-
sembled in Slovakia, with only 
1% American parts content. 
Pricing could be higher at your 
dealer by the time you read this.

	 Whatever the tariffs do, it’s 
a six-figure off-roader. The ap-
peal of the Defender is that it’s 
a vehicle you can leave civiliza-
tion in for a week, come home, 
wash and drive to the opera that 
night. It’s a blend of luxury and 
ruggedness that really is unique 
among vehicles on the market 
today.
	 Mike Hagerty, past vice 
president of membership for 
Western Automotive Journal-
ists (waj.org), 
has been writ-
ing about cars 
since 1997. 
Read more of 
his reviews at 
MikeHagerty-
Cars.com.

Auto Review

MIKE HAGERTY/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

The 2025 Land Rover Defender 130 X base price is $100,900. 

MIKE HAGERTY/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

The interior of the 2025 Land Rover Defender 130 X. 
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(650) 567-4484
www.alliedautoworks.com 

2073 Grant Road Los Altos, CA 94024
Monday to Friday 8:00am – 5:00pm

$25 off any service $150 or more. One Special per visit. 
Not valid with other offer or special. 

Special must be presented in advance.
Some limitations may apply.  Expires in 30 days

$25off REPAIR!

GOLD STAR SERVICE 
GOLD STAR SERVICE IS OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU TO PROVIDE 
TIMELY & CONSISTENT AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES WITH INTEGRITY, 
QUALITY & VALUE.  FOR OVER 38 YEARS, WE ENSURE THAT EACH 
& EVERY CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE IS THE HIGHEST STANDARD OF 
CUSTOMER ASSISTANCE & SATISFACTION.  YOU DRIVE THE BEST  
& YOU SHOULD EXPECT THE BEST SERVICE.

We offer the following services:
COMPLETE MAINTENANCE & REPAIR:  All European, Asian 
& Domestic Vehicles
VALET SERVICE:  Local pick up and drop off 
CONVENIENT EARLY BIRD/NIGHT OWL DROPOFF: 
Forms and key drops for our customers
CHECK OUT:  We can take payments over the phone, 
remote pay, and email you a copy of your receipt for a 
zero contact pick up.

CALL US OR BOOK ONLINE TODAY!

“I’m so pleased with the service at Allied Auto. 
They are efficient, respectful, and honest. I’m 

so pleased I’ve found a great alternative to 
the dealer for scheduled services and repairs.” 

Rebecca Mouser   
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We are officially servicing Tesla vehicles.

WE ARE OFFICIALLY SERVICING TESLA VEHICLES.WE ARE OFFICIALLY SERVICING TESLA VEHICLES.

TM

Hello,
neighbor!

REITMEIR’S
     WERKSTATT INC.

GERMAN CAR SPECIALISTS
~ in Los Altos Since 1966 ~ 

• Porsche
• Mercedes Benz
• BMW
• Audi
• Volkswagen
• Mini

309 F I R S T  S T R E E T

L O S  A LT O S

650.941.4331
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On the Road
Mazda 3 Sedan is spacious option 
By Mike Hagerty

Time flies. Looking through 
the Town Crier archives, 
it’s been six years since I 

last reviewed the Mazda 3 Sedan.  
	 The Mazda 3 is a standout 
among compact sedans, a cat-
egory with many strong choices 
– the Toyota Corolla (“On the 
Road,” February 2020), Honda 
Civic, Hyundai Elantra and VW 
Jetta (“On the Road,” July 2019) 
among them. Part of what makes 
Mazda stand out is that, while 
its competitors are mainstream 
vehicles, Mazda is choosing to 
stake out a “premium” position in 
every segment in which it com-
petes – and that includes com-
pacts. There are trim levels of the 
Mazda 3 sedan with base prices 
between $25,000 to $30,000, but 
Mazda puts the good stuff in the 
Mazda 3 2.5 Turbo models. That 
includes an engine with up to 250 
horsepower (on premium fuel), 
a very noticeable jump from the 
191 in non-turbo Mazda 3 models. 
Even on regular fuel, the 2.5-li-
ter turbo four-cylinder puts out 
227 horsepower and 310 lb-ft of 
torque, resulting in 0-60 sprints 
in 6.1 seconds. That’s just 4/10ths 
of a second slower than Mazda’s 
MX-5 Miata sports car (“On the 
Road,” September 2024). The 
Mazda 3 2.5 Turbo sedan deliv-
ers solid fuel economy as well 
– an EPA-estimated 23 city/32 
highway – which is even more 
impressive given that the car is 
all-wheel drive and features a six-

speed automatic transmission. By 
compact standards, the Mazda 3’s 
trunk is roomy, at 13.2 cubic feet, 
and rear-seat legroom is generous 
as well, at 35.1 inches.

	 There are two 2.5 Turbo sedan 
trim levels available, Carbon 
and Premium Plus. Opting for 
Premium Plus gets literally every-
thing Mazda has to offer in terms 
of materials and feature content.  
	 At first glance, the base price 
of $35,800 ($36,985 including 
destination) seems high, but 
the quality of the cabin and the 
length of the standard feature 
go a long way toward justifying 
the price: 18-inch black alloy 
wheels, LED headlights, tail-
lights, daytime running lights, 
a power sliding glass moonroof, 
rain-sensing wipers, windshield 
wiper de-icer, heated power side 
mirrors with turn lamps, tilt in 
reverse and memory positioning, 
power driver’s seat with power 
lumbar and memory, heated front 
seats, a 60/40 split-folding rear 
seat, keyless entry, an electronic 
parking brake, leather-trimmed 
seats, a heated leather-wrapped 
steering wheel and shift knob, 
paddle shifters, rear seat armrest 
with cupholders, illuminated 
vanity mirrors, dual-zone auto-
matic climate control, wireless 
phone charging, carpeted floor 
mats, auto-dimming frameless 

rearview mirror with Homelink, 
navigation, a 12-speaker Bose 
premium audio system with wire-
less Android Auto and wireless 
Apple CarPlay, a three-month 
subscription to SiriusXM satellite 
radio, adaptive front lighting and 
a comprehensive suite of active 
safety features.
	 The only extra-cost option on 
our test vehicle was the Machine 
Gray Metallic paint, at $595, 
which brings the as-tested price to 
$37,850. As I write this, tariffs are 
a big question mark. The Mazda 
3 sedan is built in Japan and has 
zero percent U.S. parts content. 
The price at your dealer could be 
higher than our sticker price by 
the time you read this.
	 Mazda’s premium approach 
to the Mazda 3 sedan fills the gap 
between the typical Asian com-
pact and the smallest European 
sedan; the Audi A3, for example, 
is similarly sized, has nearly iden-
tical performance, and a price tag 
that begins just above where the 
Mazda 3’s stops. I’d recommend 
back-to-back test drives of those 
two cars if you’re in the market for 
a premium compact sedan. 
	 Mike Hagerty, past vice 
president of membership for 
Western Automotive Journal-
ists (waj.org), 
has been writing 
about cars since 
1997. Read more 
of his reviews at 
MikeHagerty-
Cars.com.

Auto Review

MIKE HAGERTY/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

The Mazda 3 Sedan base price is $35,800 and offers a premium 
compact sedan option for drivers. 
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LYNN NORTH
 
L.NORTH@THEAGENCYRE.COM
650.703.6437
LIC. #01490039
LynnNorth.com

5 7 0  S E Q U O I A  D R I V E 

10 0  D O U D  D R I V E 10 3 7  R A N E R E  C O U R T 

LOS ALTOS, CA 94024

LOS ALTOS, CA 94022 SUNNY VALE, CA 94087

$4,510,000 | 3 BEDS | 2.5 BATHS
Sold over $1M over list price with 13 offers

$4,298,000 | 3 BEDS | 2 BATHS
Sold for over $1M over list price with 10 offers

$4,055,000 | 4 BEDS | 3.5 BATHS
Sold over $1M over list price with 17 offers

J U S T  S O L D !

J U S T  S O L D ! J U S T  S O L D !

RECENTLY SOLD LISTINGS

Call Lynn to see what she can do for your home! 

16 17  D A L L A S  C O U R T
LOS ALTOS, CA 94024
$4,203,225 | 5 BEDS | 3.5 BATHS
Sold over $200K with 3 offers

J U S T  S O L D !

Business & Real Estate
By Artie Green 

In light of the recent 
Southern California 
wildfires, Califor-

nia residents prob-
ably assume that their 
homeowner’s insurance 
premiums will be going 
up – but by how much, 
and how do California 
rates compare with those 
in the rest of the country? 
	 Insurance comparison 
platform Insurify just 
completed a cost and 
projection analysis for 
homeowners insurance 
nationwide (tinyurl.
com/insurifyreport). 
They collected insurance 
quotes across the 10 larg-
est urban areas in each 
state over the past five 
years and then used the 
relationship between loss 
ratios and subsequent 
rate changes to project 
2025 rates. The data is 
both illuminating and 
sobering. 
	 First, the bad news: 
Insurigy expects Cali-
fornia’s home insurance 
premiums to rise 21% 
by the end of this year 
to an average $2,930 
per single-family home. 
That’s among the highest 
increases of any state and 
is partly due to the devas-
tating wildfires the state 
has experienced as well 
as a new insurance model 
that allows insurers to 
take future climate risks 
into account when setting 
rates. 
	 Surprisingly (at least 
to me), even after such a 
huge increase, California 
doesn’t even make the 
top 10 states with the 
highest premiums. In 
fact, the average pre-
mium cost in California 
is likely to continue to 
remain well below the 
projected average rate 
across the U.S. ($3,520). 
The most expensive state 
for home insurance is 
Florida, with a projected 
annual cost in 2025 of 
$15,460.  
	 That’s primarily 
because Florida, as well 

as four more of the eight 
states with the highest 
2025 premiums (Louisi-
ana, Texas, Alabama and 
Mississippi), all border 
the Gulf Coast, an area 
highly susceptible to hur-
ricanes. Hurricanes cause 
more financial damage 
than any other type of 
natural disaster, accord-
ing to the report. 
	 Other states with 
excessively high rates 
include Oklahoma 
($8,369), primarily from 
tornadoes; Colorado 
($6,630), from hail and 
wildfires; and Nebraska 
($5,203), from hail and 
severe storms. Texas rates 
are high ($6,522) due to 
a plethora of weather-
related events including 
hurricanes, flooding, 
drought, hail, tornadoes, 
wildfires, ice storms and 
even heat waves and cold 
waves. (Sounds like Texas 
is a pretty uncomfortable 
place to live). 
	 Thanks to media 
coverage, you are prob-
ably acutely aware of the 
challenges that California 
insurers and homeowners 
are facing today. But that 
problem is by no means 
limited to this state. In 
Louisiana, 12 insurers 
became insolvent after 
Hurricane Ida struck 
in 2021. In Florida, 16 
insurance companies 
have withdrawn from the 
state and another 16 have 
become insolvent since 
2017. 

	 The report also specu-
lated on the impact of 
higher tariffs on home 
insurance rates. Canada 
and Mexico are major 
suppliers to the U.S. for 
sawmill, wood, lime and 
gypsum products, all 
major components used 
in homebuilding. Trump 
has also announced 
higher tariffs on steel and 
aluminum imports. The 
National Association of 
Homebuilders (NAHB) 
estimates that the tariffs 
would raise the cost of 
materials by up to $4 bil-
lion, increasing rebuild-
ing costs and conse-
quently the cost of home 
insurance. Note that the 
projected rate increases 
above do not include the 
effects of tariffs since the 
details cannot yet be fully 
be determined. 
	 But what can you do to 
keep your insurance costs 
under control? Compari-
son shopping between 
different insurance com-
panies and raising your 
deductible are simple 
ways to reduce premi-
ums. You can also check 
with your insurer to find 
out if weather-resistant 
home upgrades (e.g. 
roofs, windows) will be 
rewarded with premium 
reductions. 
	 Los Altos resident 
Artie Green is founder of 
Cognizant Wealth Advi-
sors. For more informa-
tion, visit cognizant-
wealth.com. 

More on California home 
insurance premium increases 

Los Altos

	 460 Aspen Way, Griffin Trust to 460  
Aspen LLC for $3,700,000
	 1694 Miller Avenue, R. Atherton to 
Deshpande Family Trust for $3,750,000
	 24401 Summerhill Avenue, Ror-
den Trust to Otte Family Trust for  
$4,312,000
	 161 Loucks Avenue, Fong &  
Bradbury Trust to A. & P. Ghera for 
$4,500,000
	 485 Van Buren Street, Shell Trust to 
Panchita Investments LLC for $7,550,000

Los Altos Hills
	 26877 Nina Place, Bergman Trust to 
Nina Blank Space LLC for $9,500,000

Mountain View
	 121 Flynn Avenue #B, M. Unanian to 
A. & N. Mak for $775,000
	 207 Palo Alto Avenue, Cassidy 
1989 Living Trust to Y. & H. Zhou for 
$1,420,000
	 230 Velarde Street, Velarde Trust to 
Tsai Global LLC for $1,675,000
	 449 Farrel Court, M. Cheng to N. & Y. 
Hsieh for $1,690,000

	 148 Mercy Street #A, S. & J.  
Worland to J. & F. Boemer for $2,340,000
	 213 Thompson Square, C. Lin to L. & 
X. Lu for $2,350,000
	 766 Vaquero Drive, Schar Family 
Trust to Adams & Atienza Living Trust 
for $2,501,000
	 167 North Whisman Road, Linardi 
Living Trust to Oakley Living Trust for 
$2,650,000
	 878 Sierra Vista Avenue, Boden  
Living Trust to First Orthodox Presbyte-
rian Church for $2,750,000
	 2144 Wyandotte Street, Danny and 
Lun 2018 Living Trust to Wyandotte 
Townhomes Lp for $2,800,000
	 3376 Lubich Drive, Andreu Living 
Trust to Sachin a Parul Living Trust for 
$3,075,000
	 1632 Notre Dame Drive, Kain  
Family Trust to Jiapeng and Ran Trust for 
$3,510,000
	 3574 Wellesley Court, Hallada Family 
Trust to H. and Y. Kim for $4,087,000
	 1607 Morgan Street, B. and R. Munoz 
to L. and Y. Wang for $5,700,000

Transactions

JOHNNY/ADOBE STOCK

Fires in Sourthern California showcased the risk 
living in fire-prone areas poses to homeowners. 

See TRANSACTIONS, Page 17

Nest Egg Briefs
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LOCAL HOMEOWNERS are 
realizing that it's unwise to settle 
for an ordinary, run-of-the-mill 
sale. Hence the growing popularity 
of NICK WEMYSS REAL ESTATE 
services, which are in a class by 
themselves.
NICK WEMYSS-listed homes sell 
faster and for more—a matter of 
weeks, not months. They attract 
more qualified buyers and higher 
offers, because of the skillful 
way NICK WEMYSS stages and 
markets properties. The whole 
selling process is tailored more 

strategically, and is therefore 
more profitable. With financial 
planning strategy, the results are 
impressive, and stay in your bank 
account.
Above all, NICK WEMYSS makes 
his listings stand out. Marketed 
through channels collected from 
the four corners of the industry—
from digital platforms to exclusive 
networks, local papers to national 
publications—NICK’S approach 
ensures your home reaches the 
right buyers.

NICK WEMYSS homes are sold by 
a team of dedicated professionals 
located here in Los Altos. They 
have been turning 'For Sale' into 
'Sold' for many satisfied clients.
Call NICK WEMYSS at INTERO to 
book your personalized selling 
consultation. 650-279-8695. 
Last home sold all cash in 7 days. 
Limited Listings available in Los 
Altos and Los Altos Hills.
“Work With Who You Like and 
Trust, Work With Wemyss”

THE AGENT WHO SELLS HOMES FASTER

NICK WEMYSS 
DRE# 02127246
650-279-8695 
Nwemyss@Intero.com 
Los Altos Rotarian 
Senior Real Estate Specialist (SRES) 
Second Generation St. Nicholas  
Alumnus and Parishioner

www.NickWemyssRealestate.com
496 First St #2000, Los Altos, CA 94022

Angelique
Real Passion. Real Drive. Real Estate.
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Business & Real Estate

Cupertino
	 10236 Nile Drive, A. Malan to H. Li for 
$808,000
	 20488 Stevens Creek Boule-
vard #1413, T. Tham to J. & S. Yiu for 
$1,200,000
	 20500 Town Center Lane #176,  
W. Wang to Tong Trust for $1,385,000
	 22856 Poplar Grove Square, P.  
Godbole to P. & R. Bhasin for  
$2,050,000
	 10672 Johansen Drive, Hammer Trust 
to R. & S. Sainani for $2,250,000
	 10358 South Blaney Avenue, Lakam-
sani Trust to Sivakumar Family Trust for 
$2,700,000
	 10571 North Blaney Avenue, Porter 
Trust to M. & T. Shah for $3,050,000
	 22590 San Juan Road, Beiser 2014 
Family Trust to Kolli Living Trust for 
$3,069,000
	 10394 Judy Avenue, 10394 Judy In-
vestment LLC to Thakkar Trust for 
$3,500,000
	 10055 Crescent Road, J. Hsu to Y. & Y. 
Zhang for $3,700,000

	 1322 Flower Court, C. Nguyen to C. 
& H. Tseng for $4,100,000

Total sales

Los Altos

Total sales: 5
Lowest sale: $3,700,000
Highest sale: $7,550,000
Average sale: $4,762,400

Los Altos Hills
Total sales: 1
Sale: $9,500,000

Mountain View
Total sales: 14
Lowest sale: $775,000
Highest sale: $5,700,000
Average sale: $2,665,900

Cupertino
Total sales: 11
Lowest sale: $808,000
Highest sale: $4,100,000
Average sale: $2,528,400
	 Transaction information is obtained 
from public county records and provided 
by Cal REsource. 

TRANSACTIONS
From Page 16

If you have an idea for Business & Real Estate or would like  
to comment on its content, email section editor  

Christina Casillas, christinac@latc.com.
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Kathy 
Bridgman’s
FEATURED LISTING  
OF THE WEEK

A Light-Filled Custom Architectural Gem with  
Panoramic Views Throughout

12008 Emerald Hill Lane, Los Altos Hills

Price upon request   |   12008EmeraldHill.com

•	 Magnificent	views	across	the	San	Francisco	
Bay,	Quarry	Lake,	and	western	hills

•	 4	bedrooms,	office,	and	3.5	baths	on	two	levels	
•	 Approximately	5,005	square	feet	of	living	
space	(not	verified	by	Compass)

•	 Approximately	1.17	acres	(50,965	square	feet;	
not	verified	by	Compass)

•	 Very	private	end	of	cul-de-sac	location	on	
hilltop	knoll	only	2	minutes	to	Hwy	280

•	 Architecturally	significant	contemporary	
design	by	noted	Palo	Alto	&	Stanford	architect	
Robert	Peterson

•	 Awarded	Los	Altos	“Green	House	of	the	Year”	
(1998);	built	by	highly-regarded	custom	builder	
Drew	Maran	Construction

•	 Freshly	painted,	refinished	hardwood	floors,	
and	new	carpet

•	 High	ceilings	add	dramatic	volume	throughout
•	 Radiant	heat	in	all	rooms	(except	screened-in	
porch)

•	 Spacious	formal	living	room	with	fireplace	
•	 Formal	dining	room	with	patio	and	
temperature-controlled	wine	cellar

•	 Stunning	open	kitchen	with	steps	down	to	
the	family	room	with	fireplace

•	 Upstairs	primary	suite	with	fireplace,	private	
deck,	and	sweeping	views	throughout

•	 Private	main-level	wing	with	three	
bedrooms	and	two	baths	

•	 Dedicated	office	with	extensive	custom	
built-ins	and	western	hill	views

•	 Enclosed	screened-in	porch	plus	vast	
arbor-covered	deck	with	spa

•	 Attached	3-car	garage	and	gated	
driveway	at	the	end	of	a	cul-de-sac

•	 Naturally	beautiful	grounds,	numerous	
heritage	oaks,	garden	shed,	and	level	area	
for	play

•	 Close-in	location	just	2	miles	to	the	Village
•	 Excellent	Los	Altos	schools

FOR SALE | Shown by Appointment Only

650.868.7677
License #01189798
kathy@kathybridgman.com
kathybridgman.com 
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#1 Individual Agent  
Los Altos & 

Los Altos Hills, 2024

The Results Are In	.	.	.  
Kathy	remains	the	leader	in	LA/LAH	

sales	by	an	individual	agent.	 

Work with the best in 2025!

Per	MLS	reported	sales	volume	for	LA/LAH.	2024
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NOXENEMIES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN715990

The following person (persons) is 
(are) doing business as: NOXEN-
EMIES, 4450 Alex Drive, San Jose, 
CA, 95130, Santa Clara County. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a n  i n d i v i d u a l . 
The name and residence ad-
dress of  the regis t rant (s )  is 
(are) : Yury Shirokov, 4450 Alex 
Dr ive ,  San Jose,  CA 95130. 
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on: N/A. 
/ S /  Y u r y  S h i r o k o v  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 05/05/2025.
(06-11,18,25-25,07-02-25)

146-T

ery to you of a notice under section 
9052 of the California Probate Code. 
Other Cal i fornia statutes and 
legal authority may af fect your 
rights as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an attorney 
knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept 
by the court. If you are a person 
interested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any 
petition or account as provided 
in Probate Code section 1250. A 
Request for Special Notice form 
is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
Philip S. Sousa
1100 Alma St., Ste 210
Menlo Park, CA 94025
(650) 324-9300
(07-02,09,16-25)

167-T

STURDY FENCE COMPANY
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN717160

The  fo l l ow ing  pe r son  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business as: 
STURDY FENCE COMPANY, 171 
Main Street, Suite 227, Los Altos, 
CA, 94022, Santa Clara County. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  m a r r i e d  c o u p l e . 
The name and residence address 
of the registrant(s) is (are): Michael 
T Hampel, 171 Main Street, Suite 
227, Los Altos, CA 94022, Cath-
erine B Hampel, 171 Main Street, 
Suite 227, Los Altos, CA 94022. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  01 /01 /1987. 
/ S /  M i c h a e l  T  H a m p e l  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/16/2025.
(07-02,09,16,23-25)

166-T

RUNELEAF PRESS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN717244

The  fo l l ow ing  pe r son  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business as: 
RUNELEAF PRESS, 2015 San 
Luis Ave, Mountain View, CA, 
94043 ,  Santa Clara Count y. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a n  i n d i v i d u a l . 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
Brian Gardner, 2015 San Luis 
Ave, Mountain View, CA 94043. 
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on: N/A. 
/ S /  B r i a n  G a r d n e r  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/18/2025.
(06-25-25,07-02,09,16-25)

165-T

SURESTAY BY BEST WESTERN 
SUNNYVALE SILICON VALLEY

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

FILE NO. FBN717209

The  fo l l ow ing  pe r son  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business as: 
SURESTAY BY BEST WESTERN 
SUNN Y VALE  S I L IC ON  VAL-
LEY, 1280 Persian Dr., Sunnyvale, 
CA, 94089, Santa Clara County. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a  c o r p o r a t i o n . 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
ROHIT CORPORATION, 1280 Per-

sian Dr., Sunnyvale, CA 94089. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  07 /26 /2019 . 
/ S /  B h a v n a  B  S h a h  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/17/2025.
(06-25-25,07-02,09,16-25)

164-T

VITESSE DETAILING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN717004

The  fo l l ow ing  pe rson  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business 
as :  V ITESSE DETAIL ING ,  55 
Mar ian Lane,  San Jose,  CA , 
95127,  Santa  C lara  Count y. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a n  i n d i v i d u a l . 
The name and residence address 
of the registrant(s) is (are): Gavin 
Joseph Regua-Jimenez, 55 Mar-
ian Lane, San Jose, CA 95127. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  06 /01/2025 . 
/S/  Gav in  Regua - J imenez  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/09/2025.
(06-25-25,07-02,09,16-25)

163-T

MXTECH & CHROMATIC 
HEALING

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

FILE NO. FBN717181

The following person (persons) is 
(are) doing business as: (1) MX-
TECH & CHROMATIC HEALING, 
(2) AMAN’S ACE OF TRADES, 
575 Piazza Drive, Mountain View, 
CA, 94043, Santa Clara County. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a n  i n d i v i d u a l . 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
Aman Ani t  Patel ,  575 Piazza 
Drive, Mountain View, CA 94043. 
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on: 0/23/2025. 
/ S /  A m a n  A n i t  P a t e l  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/16/2025.
(06-25-25,07-02,09,16-25)

160-T

ALEPH-B
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN717144

The following person (persons) is 
(are) doing business as: ALEPH-
B, 332 Forest Ave, #9, Palo Alto, 
CA, 94301, Santa Clara County. 
The  bus iness  i s  owned by : 
a  l im i ted  l i ab i l i t y  company. 
The name and residence ad-
dress of  the regis t rant (s )  is 
(are) : ALEPH-B LLC, 332 For-
est Ave, #9, Palo Alto, CA 94301. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  06 /10/2025 . 
/S/ Michel El Khoury Maroun /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/13/2025.
(06-25-25,07-02,09,16-25)

159-T

PORTOLA WELLNESS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN717331

The following person (persons) 
is (are) doing business as: POR-
TOL A WELLNESS ,  881 Fre -
mont Ave Suite A5, Los Altos, 
CA, 94024, Santa Clara County. 
The  bus iness  i s  owned by : 
an  un inco rpo ra ted  assoc ia -
t ion other than a par tnership. 
The name and residence address 
of the registrant(s) is (are): Krista 
Fielding, 881 Fremont Ave, Suite 
A5, Los Altos, CA 94024, Lawrence 
Choy, 881 Fremont Ave, Suite A5, 
Los Altos, CA 94024, Zaakir Yoo-
nas, M.D. PC, 881 Fremont Ave, 
Suite A5, Los Altos, CA 94024. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  02 /22 /2011. 
/ S /  Z a a k i r  Y o o n a s  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/23/2025.
(07-02,09,16,23-25)

168-T

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

CHARLES C.T. CHIEN
CASE NO. 25PR200107

 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and 
persons who may otherwise be 
interested in the WILL or estate, 
or both of CHARLES C.T. CHIEN.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has 
been filed by GRACE L.C. CHIEN 
in the Superior Court of Cali-
fornia, County of SANTA CLARA.
T H E  P E T I T I O N  FO R  P R O -
BATE requests that GRACE L.C. 
CHIEN be appointed as per-
sonal representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be 
admitted to probate. The will and 
any codicils are available for exami-
nation in the file kept by the court.
THE PETITION requests author-
ity to administer the estate under 
the Independent Administration of 
Estates Act . (This authority will 
allow the personal representative 
to take many actions without ob-
taining court approval. Before tak-
ing certain very important actions, 
however, the personal representa-
tive will be required to give notice 
to interested persons unless they 
have waived notice or consented to 
the proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will be 
granted unless an interested per-
son files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will 
be held in this court as follows: 
07/30/2025 at 9:01AM in Dept. 
1 located at 191 NORTH FIRST 
ST. ,  SAN JOSE,  CA 95113
IF YOU OBJECT to the grant -
ing of the petition, you should ap-
pear at the hearing and state 
your objections or file written ob-
jections with the court before the 
hearing. Your appearance may 
be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a con-
tingent creditor of the decedent, 
you must file your claim with the 
court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal representative appointed by 
the court within the later of either 
(1) four months from the date of first 
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in 
section 58(b) of the California Pro-
bate Code, or (2) 60 days from the 
date of mailing or personal deliv-

Elite Events
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN717128

The  fo l l ow ing  pe r son  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business as: 
Elite Events, 1281 Lawrence Sta-
tion Road #402, Sunnyvale, CA, 
94089,  Santa Clara Count y. 
The  bus iness  i s  owned by : 
a  l im i ted  l i ab i l i t y  company. 
The name and residence address 
of the registrant(s) is (are): Fresh 
Global LLC, 1281 Lawrence Station 
Road #402, Sunnyvale, CA 94089. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  01 /18 /2025 . 
/ S /  D i a n e  Y o u e l  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/12/2025.
(06-18,25-25,07-02,09-25)

158-T

SHEERSARCASM
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN717087

The following person (persons) is 
(are) doing business as: SHEER-
SARCASM, PO BOX 235, Los Altos, 
CA, 94023, Santa Clara County. 
The  bus iness  i s  owned by : 
a  l im i ted  l i ab i l i t y  company. 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
Simpli f y Digital AI LLC, 1450 
Oak Ave, Los Altos, CA 94024. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  04 /20 /2024 . 
/S/ Annec - Ceci le Bel l isar io /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/11/2025.
(06-18,25-25,07-02,09-25)

157-T

INNOVATEACH
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN717069

The following person (persons) 
is (are) doing business as: IN-
NOVATEACH,  1269 Lakes ide 
Dr. ,  #3114 ,  Sunnyva le ,  CA , 
94085 ,  Santa Clara Count y. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a n  i n d i v i d u a l . 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
Stephanie Gervais, 1269 Lakeside 
Dr., #3114, Sunnyvale, CA 94085. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  05 /27 /2025 . 
/ S /  S t e p h a n i e  G e r v a i s  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/10/2025.
(06-18,25-25,07-02,09-25)

155-T

THE F1RST TAKE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN717059

The  fo l l ow ing  pe r son  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business 
as :  THE F1RST TAKE,  76 E 
Santa Clara St, San Jose, CA, 
95113 ,  Santa Clara Count y. 
The  bus iness  i s  owned by : 
a  l im i ted  l i ab i l i t y  company. 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
K AFFEINEX LLC,  2469 Ren-
field Way, San Jose, CA 95148. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -

t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  06 /03 /2025 . 
/ S /  C e l i n e  T r u o n g  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/10/2025.
(06-18,25-25,07-02,09-25)

154-T

VERY BLESSED CHOCOLATES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN716333

The  fo l l ow ing  pe r son  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business 
as :  VERY BLESSED CHOCO -
LATES, 2310 Homestead Road, 
Ste .  C1-308 ,  Los Al tos ,  CA , 
94024,  Santa Clara Count y. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a  c o r p o r a t i o n . 
The name and residence ad-
dress of  the regis t rant (s )  is 
(are) : VICTORY FINANCE INC, 
2310 Homestead Road ,  S te . 
C1-308, Los Altos, CA 94024. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r a nsac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  01 /11 /2018 . 
/S/ Weihong Victoria Bracha /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 05/16/2025.
(06-18,25-25,07-02,09-25)

153-T

ISHKA FLOW
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN716706

The  fo l l ow ing  pe r son  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business 
as : ISHKA FLOW, 1065 Mira-
monte Avenue, Los Altos, CA, 
94024,  Santa Clara Count y. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a n  i n d i v i d u a l . 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
Shweta Aneja, 1065 Miramonte 
Avenue, Los Altos, CA 94024. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r a nsac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  05 /24 /2025 . 
/ S /  S h w e t a  A n e j a  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 05/29/2025.
(06-18,25-25,07-02,09-25)

152-T

ADDVIA.AI
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN716869

The following person (persons) is 
(are) doing business as: ADDVIA.AI, 
3477 McKee Road #245, San Jose, 
CA, 95127, Santa Clara County. 
The  bus iness  i s  owned by : 
a  l im i ted  l i ab i l i t y  company. 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
ADDVIA .AI  LLC, 3477 McKee 
Road #245, San Jose, CA 95127. 
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on: N/A. 
/ S /  M i s o o k  C h u n g  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/03/2025.
(06-11,18,25-25,07-02-25)

151-T

TEQSCALE SOLUTIONS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN716851

The following person (persons) is 
(are) doing business as: TEQS-

Public Notices
CALE SOLUTIONS, 1400 Cole -
man Ave Ste C13-2, Santa Clara, 
CA, 95050, Santa Clara County. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a  c o r p o r a t i o n . 
The name and residence address 
of the registrant(s) is (are): G R En-
terprises Inc, 1400 Coleman Ave 
Ste C13-2, Santa Clara, CA 95050. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r a nsac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  06 /03 /2025 . 
/S/ Gopi Chowdary Ravipati /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/03/2025.
(06-11,18,25-25,07-02-25)

150-T

ALTO PLASTIC SURGERY
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN716818

The following person (persons) 
is (are) doing business as: ALTO 
PLASTIC SURGERY, 171 Main 
St , Suite 404, Los Altos, CA, 
94022,  Santa C lara Count y. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a  c o r p o r a t i o n . 
The name and residence address 
of the registrant(s) is (are): Sean 
Hashemi, M.D. Inc, 171 Main Street, 
Suite 404, Los Altos, CA 94022. 
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on: N/A. 
/ S /  S e a n  H a s h e m i  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/02/2025.
(06-11,18,25-25,07-02-25)

149-T

DENTAL SOLUTIONS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN716821

The following person (persons) is 
(are) doing business as: DEN-
TAL SOLUTIONS, 903 W. El 
Camino Real ,  Sunnyvale,  CA , 
94087,  Santa  C lara  Count y. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a  c o r p o r a t i o n . 
The name and residence address 
of the registrant(s) is (are): Yvonne 
Wong D.D.S Inc, 903 W. El Cami-
no Real, Sunnyvale, CA 94087. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r a nsac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  10 /10 /2002 . 
/ S /  Y v o n n e  W o n g  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 06/02/2025.
(06-11,18,25-25,07-02-25)

148-T

SKY BODYWORK
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN716717

The following person (persons) is 
(are) doing business as: SKY BODY-
WORK, 22620 Ricardo Rd, Cuper-
tino, CA, 95014, Santa Clara County. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a n  i n d i v i d u a l . 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
Natsumi Kondo, 22620 Ricar-
do Rd, Cuper t ino, CA 95014. 
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on: N/A. 
/ S /  N a t s u m i  K o n d o  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 05/29/2025.
(06-11,18,25-25,07-02-25)

147-T

Do you need 
to have a 
Legal or 
Public 
Notice 

published? 

Then look no 
further than 
the Los Altos 
Town Crier. 
The Town 

Crier’s 
unmatched 
service can 
take care of 

your 
Fictitious 
Business

Name 
Statement, 
Notice of 

Probate, Name 
Change and 

much more.

For more 
information, 

contact 
Melissa at 

650-397-5208, 
or email 

legals@latc.com
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Kathleen Marie Rivera, 80, 
of Los Altos, CA, passed away on 
May 29 at 7:54pm from Primary 
Immunodeficiency and Lewy Body 
Dementia. She was interred at Gate 
of Heaven Cemetery in Los Altos on 
June 9.

Kathy was born in Decatur, 
IL on March 4, 1945 to Lynn E. 
Catlin and Dorothy M. Major. After 
attending MacArthur High, she 
earned a BS in Math from SJSU. 
Her graduate degrees include an 
MBA from Santa Clara University 
and a Teaching Credential in Early 
Childhood Education from SJSU.

Kathy was a devoted mother 
to Andrea L. Henke and Marla 
B. (Henke) Azriel from her first 
marriage to Richard L. Henke, 
and to Christopher J. Rivera and 
Eric D. Rivera from her second 
marriage to Julio J. Rivera. She had 

KATHLEEN MARIE 
RIVERA

March 4, 1945 – 
May 29, 2025

5 grandchildren: Ritsu M. (Sophie) 
and Alex M. Azriel, Joaquin D. 
Erickson, and William T. and Owen 
J. Rivera.

Kathy was preceded in death 
by her son, Christopher, and by 
her sister, Janet L. Murphy. She is 
survived by her beloved husband, 
Julio; her other children and 
grandchildren; her son-in-law 
Simon Azriel and her daughter-in-
law Heather M. (Anawalt) Rivera; 
and brothers Gary M. and J. Brent 
Catlin.

A memorial will be held 
at Los Altos United Methodist 
Church, 655 Magdalena Avenue 
at 2pm on Sat, July 26. Memorial 
contributions can be made in her 
name to UNICEF (unicefusa.org) 
or the Lewy Body Dementia Fund 
(americanbrainfoundation.org/
robins-wish/).

OBITUARY  NOTICE

¢

Datebook items are run on a space-available basis for en-
tertainment, events, classes and groups run by nonprof-
its in our circulation area (primarily Los Altos, Los Altos 
Hills and Mountain View). The deadline is noon Tues-
day for the next week’s paper. Submit notices via email 
to bruceb@latc.com and include a contact name, phone 
number and fee to participate (if applicable).

EVENTS

Los Altos Main Library. All events held in the main library, 
13 S. San Antonio Road, unless otherwise indicated. Mon-
day Meditation & Mindfulness, 10:30 a.m. Mondays, Los 
Altos Main Library, 7 p.m., Woodland Library, 1975 Grant 
Road.  Poetry Community Hour Open Mic, 7 p.m., first 
Monday of every month; Bay Area Games Day, 10 a.m. to 
8 p.m., third Saturday of every month. Other events: Heal-
ing Art Workshop, 7 p.m. July 8. Relax, de-stress, and re-
connect with emotions through a multisensory experience. 
Retro Roadshow: Mario Through the Ages, 2-5 p.m. July 
12. Join an interactive presentation tracing the evolution of 
video game art and science through the lens of Nintendo’s 
iconic “Mario” character. Dividend Investing for Finan-
cial Growth, 7 p.m., July 15. This in-depth program pro-
vides you with the knowledge and actionable strategies to 
confidently build a portfolio of dividend-paying stocks for 
both consistent passive income and substantial long-term 
growth. Paint-Your-Own Pottery Workshop, 10:30 a.m. 
July 26. Materials provided, allowing participants to de-
sign a masterpiece. For ages 13-18 years old. Programs are 
free and open to the public. Information: (650) 948-7683, 
sccld.org.

REUNIONS
The 60-year reunion of Los Altos High School Class of 
1965 will be held Aug. 16 in Los Altos. Information: Jim 
Koski, (408) 313-4848, koskiphoto@gmail.com.

The 50-year reunion of Awalt High School Class 
of 1975 will be held Oct. 3-5, including a happy hour 
get-together (Friday), reunion dinner party (Satur-
day) and pot-luck picnic and campus tour (Sunday). 
Tickets are now on sale and all details are on awalt75.
com.  Information: contact the planning committee at  
AwaltClassOf75@gmail.com.

CLUBS/GROUPS
Assistance League of Los Altos. Charitable organization 
benefiting youth of Santa Clara County. Open 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Thursday through Saturday. Located at Third and 
State streets. Information:  (650) 941-2610, assistancelea-
gue.org/losaltos.

Kiwanis Club of Los Altos. Service organization. Meets at 
noon every Tuesday at Neutra House Conference Center, 
181 Hillview Ave. Information: (650) 735-1552, losaltoski-
wanis.org.

Los Altos Hills Club.  Historic social club promoting 
friendship and social contacts among women with a Los 
Altos Hills mailing address. Activities include luncheons, 
social events, book groups, bridge and card games.  Infor-
mation:  (650) 948-5382,  jensensylvia@hotmail.com.

Peninsula Harmony Chorus. A cappella chorus centered 
in Los Altos. Performs “doo-wop” music from the 1950s 
and 1960s. Rehearsals Monday evenings at 7:15 p.m. at Los 
Altos Lutheran Church. Information: peninsulaharmony.
org. 

GreenTown Los Altos. Nonpartisan group of citizens 

helping the communities of Los Altos and Los Altos Hills 
become more sustainable. Information: greentownlosal-
tos.org.

Foothills Amateur Radio Society. Amateur ra-
dio club serving Los Altos and local area. Meets 
7 p.m. the fourth Friday of the month. Covington 
School, 205 Covington Road, Los Altos. Information:   
fars.k6ya.org.

American Association of University Women, Los 
Altos-Mountain View branch. Open to women (and 
men) with a college degree who are interested in eq-
uity for women and girls. Information: (650) 207-6625;  
lamv.ca.aauw.net.

Los Altos Las Madres Playgroups. Playgroups for moms 
and their babies five and under. Play dates in and around 
Los Altos. Expectant moms, new dads and other caregiv-
ers welcome. Information: (650) 917-9914; lasmadres.org.

Quota International of Mountain View/Los Altos. Sup-
ports scholarships for hearing-impaired students. Noon 
first and third Thursdays of each month. Michael’s at 
Shoreline, 2960 N. Shoreline Blvd. Mountain View. Infor-
mation: (650) 967-5404; quotamvla.org.

Rotary Club of Los Altos. Service group. 12:15 p.m. 
Thursdays. Garden House at Shoup Park, 400 University 
Ave. Information: losaltosrotary.org.

South Bay Storytellers. 7 p.m. third Sunday of the 
month. Los Altos United Methodist Church, 655 Mag-
dalena Ave. Information: (650) 494-1383, (650) 917-1920,   
southbaystorytellers.com.

Los Altos-Los Altos Hills Newcomers Club. Nonprofit 
organization, builds vibrant friendships in Los Altos and 
Los Altos Hills through special interest and social activi-
ties. Information: losaltosnewcomers.org.

Sons in Retirement, Branch 5. Small group of men who 
keep socially and mentally active, have lunch and hear 
speakers on a variety of subjects. 11 a.m. fourth Wednes-
day of each month. Michael’s restaurant at Shoreline 
Golf Course, 2960 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View. 
Information: (408) 761-3941.

EXHIBITS
Gallery 9 Los Altos. “California in Brush Strokes” by 
Abby Zhang through July 27. Open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tues-
day through Saturday, noon to 5 p.m. Sunday. Located 143 
Main St., Los Altos. Information: gallery9losaltos.com.

Viewpoints Gallery. “Simplicity and Elegance in Na-
ture,” works in gold leaf, acrylic and collage by Amy Rat-
tner through July 27. Open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesday 
through Sunday. Information: viewpointsgallery.com.

M A DSEN LLC gallery. Featuring summer artists 
through Aug. 30. Hours are noon to 3 p.m. Thursday, noon 
to 3 p.m. Friday (by appointment only) and noon to 5 p.m. 
Saturday. Information: apmadsen.com.

SUPPORT GROUPS
Midpeninsula Widows and Widowers Association. 
Nonprofit volunteer group organizes activities for those 
who have experienced the loss of a spouse. Meets 1:30 
to 3 p.m. the first Tuesday of the month and 7:30 to 9 
p.m. the remaining Tuesdays at the Los Altos Lutheran 
Church, 460 S. El Monte Road, Los Altos. Information: 
mpwwa1.org.

Datebook
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Breakthrough Relief for Chronic Pain, Neuropathy, Phantom Pain, 
Bell’s Palsy—And Beyond

Tried Everything? It’s Time to Try Stimpod.

   Completely free. No obligation. Just answers and relief.
Book by July 18, 2025, to reserve your spot — spaces are limited!

  Click the QR code to Pick a time to talk! or, Call for Details: 650-584-0076

Author:  
Kim Gladfelter
MPT, OCS, FAAOMPT

• Executive Director
• Physical Therapist
• Pilates Instructor

Special Limited Time Offer
Limited-Time Offer: Your First Step Toward a Pain-Free Life — FREE 
Take advantage of this special opportunity to discover natural, effective pain relief — tailored just for you.
Here’s How It Works:

• Call Us – Share your story and let us know where it hurts.
• Book Your Free 1-on-1 Demo Session – We’ll match you with a therapist who understands your 

condition.
• Experience a Customized Treatment Preview – Depending on your needs, your session may 

include Regenerative Shockwave Therapy, Stimpod Neuromodulation, or Rehab-Based Pilates.

How Does Stimpod Work? Benefits of Stimpod3 Reasons to Try Stimpod
Stimpod uses gentle, pulsed 
energy to “wake up” damaged or 
irritated nerves. It helps reset how 
your nerves communicate with 
your body—reducing pain and 
restoring normal function.

• Typically 8-12 sessions
• 70-80% relief reported by many 

patients over time
• No downtime
• Reduces the need for expensive 

diagnostic tests (MRI, x-ray)
• Lower patient out-of-pocket expense

1. Long-Lasting Relief – Helps 
treat the root cause for results 
that last.

2.Clinically Proven Results – 
Backed by real outcomes for 
nerve pain.

3.Fast, Non-Invasive Treatment 
– Feel better in minutes, not 
months.
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