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JULIAN—Boone County
has filed for and received an
extension related to grants
awarded via theWest Virginia
Development Office’s Commu-
nity Partnership Program.
The partially completed
WaterWays Amphitheater
project, which has seen mul-

tiple projections for a comple-
tion date, was developed in
partnership with the Boone
County Commission and the
Boone County Parks and Rec-
reation.
According to Regional Inter-
governmental Council’s 2015
Comprehensive Economic
Development Strategy (CEDS),
which encompasses Boone,
Clay, Kanawha and Putnam

counties, “The Boone County
Commission and the Boone
County Parks and Recreation
Commission are partnering
on the project with the goal to
bring more cultural and per-
forming arts activities to the
area, and to increase the many
activities planned for Boone
County’s major outdoor attrac-
tion.”
Grant monies related to the
extension include two grants
for $20,000 each and a third
for $15,000 from theWest
Virginia Development Office’s
Community Partnership Pro-

gram. Other secured funding
included a $75,000 grant from
West Virginia Cultural Facil-
ities and Capital Resources, a
$75,000 grant from Econom-
ic Development Assistance
Funds and $15,000 from the
First and 10 Foundation.
County officials cite prep
work, 1000 feet of water line,
drainage changes and electri-
cal work as the primary sourc-
es of the delay. Officials say
the extension is through the
2019 calendar year.
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Extension on grants related to amphitheater

James, an employee of Boone County’s maintenance department,
works on what will be Water Ways Amphitheater on June 3.
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Support group
denied free use
of facilities
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MADISON—The Boone
County Commission on June
4 denied a request from a
peer support group to use
county-owned facilities in
Wharton and Van for their
weekly meetings.
Mary Price, the organiz-
er of the group, addressed
Boone County Commission-
ers about her desire to con-
tinue using the facilities free
of charge. Among others, she
does work via Boone County
Stopwatch.
“I’ve been running a peer
support group for people
in recovery from addiction
since 2016,” she said. “In 2017
we started using theWhar-
ton Community Center week-
ly and I’ve had as many as 18
but generally averages 6-8
people per night in recovery
from addiction and needing
the support. In 2018, I added
Van Community Center and
was doing support groups
there.”
Price explained that after
a brief break from using the
centers, upon return the
groups were told that there
would be a $25 fee for each

time they used it.
“I’m asking that we be able
to use the community centers
again for such an important
thing as a support group
for people in recovery from
addiction at no charge,” she
said.
Commission President
Eddie Hendricks replied
to the request by Price and
explained the county’s dire
financial status and why they
would not offer an exception.
“I’ll tell you why we have to

Veteran returns home to reconnect with roots
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DANVILLE—A 1960
Scott High School graduate
returned home to Boone
County last week to recon-
nect with old friends and sift
through a physical archive of
vintage photographs at the
Coal Valley News office in
Danville.
“I absolutely cannot believe
that you still have these pho-
tos,” said Daniel Stringer.
“I’ve seen a lot since 1960.”
Stringer, 76, calls Byron,

Georgia, home today. He’s
been married to Francisca
Stringer for 54 years. Francis-
ca doesn’t share the passion
for travel that her husband
does.
“In recent years, I’ve made
it back once a year but it
wasn’t always that way,” he
said. “I’m retired so I cut a
lot of grass and try to keep
moving.”
Stringer’s father, Fred,
and his Uncle Dock Stringer
were staples in Madison as
Stringer’s Barber Shop served
the community from about

1940 until the mid 1970s. Fred
retired first, but his brother
kept the business going for
a fewmore years after. Fred
passed away in 1993 and his
wife Marilla LaFabure in
2006.
Daniel Stringer remembers
his parents well.
“They were good people
and they raised us well,” he
said. “They were hard-work-
ing folks.”
Marilla LaFabure was born
in Nova Scotia, Canada. Nova
Scotia is one of eastern Can-
ada’s Maritime provinces on

the Atlantic. Her family came
from France to Canada to
work in the mines.
“The kids called her
‘Frenchy’ and they made fun
of her for speaking French,
which really hurt her, I
think,” he said. “My dad was
actually born in Dawnson,
NewMexico. I think because
of her bad experience, my
Mother would never allow us
to speak French. She and my
grandmother were very flu-
ent, though.”

Volume 95, Issue 24 Breaking news at coalvalleynews.com Wednesday, June 12, 2019 • $1

Boone Co. paid $321K for consulting services
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EDITOR’S NOTE: “WhatWe Pay”
is a series of stories regarding what
Boone County has paid for vendor
services.
BOONE COUNTY—Through
public records acquisitions, the
Coal Valley News has discovered
that the Boone County Commis-
sion paid $321,062.50 between
1998 and 2016 for what one county
employee described as, “budgetary
consulting and/or payroll-related
services.”

The vendor, Government Services
ofWest Virginia or VenderNo. 758
in county financial records, was
paid $31,400 on Feb. 20, 2013, and
$33,400 on Jan 31, 2014, which rep-
resents the largest sum paid to the
vendor by BooneCounty through-
out their 18-year relationship.
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Boone County native and Vietnam veteran Daniel Stringer makes his home with his family in Byron, Georgia.
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Boone County Commission
President Eddie Hendricks.

City of Madison hears
concerns regarding
sidewalks, drainage
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MADISON—During their
regular monthly session on
June 3, theMadison City
Council heard concerns from
citizen Bill Linville regarding
roads and drainage inWest
Madison.
“Beforewe had the flood last
week, I’ve taken upwalking a
fewweeks ago,” Linville said.
“As I crossed the Benjamin
Price Bridge, I got a third of
theway into a curve and a car
pulled off in front ofme.Why
isn’t the guardrail between the
sidewalk and the road?”
Maintenance Supervisor
and Police Chief Chet Burgess
responded.
“You’ll have to ask the Divi-

sion of Highways,” he said.
“That belongs to the state.”
Linville said he had contact-
ed theWest Virginia Division
of Highways.
“I did and they said that
the City of Madison put that
sidewalk in after they put in
the guardrail and he said you
should have put it in on the
other side,” Linville added.
Burgess said that the guard-
rail was put in my the state.
“I don’t want nobody to
walk down the wellness trail
and get their legs cut off,”
Linville said. “The fellows I
talked to in Charleston today
said that you should have
known better.”
Burgess stated that the

Between 1998 and 2016, Boone
County paid at least $457,862.50
for budgetary consulting services.
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Attorneys-at-Law Serving Madison, WV • 62 Avenue C, Madison, WV

When tragedy strikes, cook and cook law firm
provides full legal services
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