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Weather
Today: Partly Cloudy, 51

Tonight: Clear, 26
Tuesday: Sunny, 50

Tuesday night: Clear, 24
Wednesday: Partly Cloudy, 52

Obituaries

Floyd Milton Ballard 
Stowe Alexander “Stumpy” Hoyle 

Herbert Haywood Hudson
Roger Linwood Jolly

Xee Lor

Wayne Mull
James “Jim” Artis Reavis Jr.

Terry Joe Reynolds
George Junior Smith
Wanda Welch Tilley

Foster family Christmas 

celebrations through the ages

Michelle T. Bernard / Lincoln Times-News

ABOVE: It took a village to decorate the parking lot at the Lincoln County Department of Social Services like 
a winter wonderland. BELOW: Carl Osment and his wife, Angel Richardson, with their adopted daughter, 
MacKenzie Osment, are making Christmas memories.

MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

A group of dedicated individuals set 
up a winter wonderland for Lincoln 
County foster families in the parking 
lot of the Lincoln County Department 
of Social Services on Saturday eve-
ning. Normally, a huge holiday cele-
bration is put on for foster families at 
the James W. Warren Citizens Center, 
but COVID social distancing require-
ments nixed that. Staff at the Lincoln 
County Child Advocacy Center have 
been organizing this celebration for 
more than 15 years now, according to 
Sherry Reinhardt, the child advocacy 
center director.

As has been the case for past cel-
ebrations, even though it was drive 
through this year, miracles and happy 
endings were wrapped up and deliv-
ered. For the foster children, many of 

Lincolnton Lions 

Club honor their 

‘VIPs’
MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

The Lincolnton Lions Club usually has a 
Christmas party for their “VIPs” (visually im-
paired persons). They had to improvise and do 
a drive-through event this year. Throughout 
the year, members of the club take VIPs re-
ferred to them by the blind social workers in 
Lincoln County to get eyeglasses.

“Right now, we’ve got three people in the 
process of getting glasses,” Charles Stevens 
a Member of the Lincolnton Lions Club said. 
“We can request things like a cane for folks. 
We’ve helped to sponsor people to attend 
Camp Dogwood on Lake Norman and to at-
tend another blind camp on the North Carolina 
coast.

In order to raise money, the local Lions club 
parks cars during the Lincoln County Apple 
Festival and sell brooms and gift cards to Auto 
Bell and the charity Belk tickets.

“Our biggest fundraiser is usually the ap-
ple festival,” Stevens said. “We serve around 
40 people at the VIP party and maybe 20 to 
30 for glasses each year. As far as campers, I 
think the biggest group we have ever had go 
was six. It all depends on what funds we have 
available.”

Long-time Lincolnton Lions Club mem-
ber, Jimmie Bowers, was recently awarded 
the prestigious Ambassador Award by Lions 
International District Governor Larry Gas-
person.  Bowers retired from the Lincolnton 
club after 65 years of service. During his time 
in the club, Bowers was always busy helping 
with fundraisers, the club’s volunteer efforts in 
the Lincolnton community and in the past few 
years raising money to support the Christmas 
VIP Party for the visually impaired of Lin-
colnton, according to Stevens.  

Bowers has held all major offices at the lo-
cal level and a few at the state level.  The Lin-
colnton Lions Club awarded him “Lion of the 
Year” three times.  He has also been award-
ed the James Stickley Fellow at the state lev-
el and the Melvin Jones Fellow at the interna-
tional level.

Bowers grew up in Morganton and attended 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
where he earned a degree in pharmacy.  Af-
ter graduation, he was drafted into the Army.  
Bowers was stationed in Germany on a medi-
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Santa hears the wishes of local children at 

Lincoln Cultural Center
MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

This year’s popular Breakfast with Santa held at the 
Lincoln Cultural Center was very different from what 
it’s been like in years past. Seating was very limited 
and by reservation only. Masks were required to be 
worn by all. Seating was socially distanced, and chil-
dren were brought up to visit with the man in the red 
suit in family groups. Vale resident, Wally McSwain 
stepped up to the role of the man in the red suit. 

“I’ve always thought that once I retired, I might like 
to be Santa,” said McSwain who has the obligatory 
white hair and beard. “The children are so excited to 
see him and I had a good time doing it.”

Normally, hundreds of children and their families 
attend the event, but that simply wasn’t possible this 
year due to COVID restrictions.

“We wanted to be able to offer something,” Cathy 
Davis, the Lincoln Cultural Center director said. “We 
both wanted to do it because children enjoy it so and to 
honor Jim (Helms).”

Helms, who has been Santa for the cultural cen-
ter and the City of Lincolnton for the past few years 
passed away in November from complications associ-
ated with COVID.

Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News

Even though they were not able to sit on Santa’s lap, Caroline Mason (left) and Sloan Robinson 
didn’t seem to mind.
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