
Staff Report

NEWTON - A high school age female was travel-
ing along Little Mountain Road on Wednesday, Oct. 
20, at approximately 6:50 a.m. when she was stopped 
by what she believed was a law enforcement officer.  
This person’s appearance and demeanor resulted in 
the female concluding that they were impersonating 
a law enforcement officer.  This person allowed the 
female to leave following a brief verbal exchange in 
which she asked to see a badge and what department 
he was employed by.  This female reported the in-
cident to her school resource officer.  The Catawba 
County Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigations Di-
vision has initiated an investigation into this incident.

The person accused of impersonating a law en-
forcement officer is described as a white male in his 
30s, who is approximately 5 ft. 8 inches tall with a 
medium build.  This person has a long beard which 
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In a perfect world, a woman wouldn’t 
have to drag 21 tires out of a ditch that 
someone illegally dumped and when-
ever land is clear-cut, more trees would 
be planted to replace those that were de-
stroyed. We don’t live in a perfect world 
and without people like Patty Korn who 
takes it upon herself to help keep Lin-
coln County beautiful it’s hard to imag-
ine where we’d be. Korn is the cur-
rent president of Keep Lincoln County 
Beautiful. 

“I just care about how my community 
looks,” she said. “Our county has no tree 
preservation ordinance. It’s devasting 
what’s happening. Especially with cli-
mate change. I was wondering where all 
the Boy Scouts were when I was pulling 
out those tires last Saturday. There’s still 
four down there that I couldn’t get out 
because they were too heavy.”

Korn has recently completed another 
tree planting project. This time at North 
Lincoln Middle School and all thanks 
to a generous donation from the family 
of the late Dr. Paul Carter. Sixteen ma-

ple trees and nine dogwood trees were 
planted.  One Kwanzan cherry tree will 
be planted soon to replace the missing 
one in the row of trees near the school 
entrance.

Keep Lincoln County Beautiful has 
three missions, according to Korn one 
is beautification, two is litter prevention 
and three is recycling. The schools are a 
target rich environment and there’s a lot 
of opportunities to both help the schools 
and keep Lincoln County beautiful. 

“We’ve lost so many trees in Lin-
coln County,” she said. “Especially on 
the eastern side. Whatever we can do to 
plant trees or preserve the ones we have, 
I want to do it.”

A similar planting is in the works at 
Norris S. Childers Elementary School.

“Dr. Paul Carter was a research chem-
ist,” his wife said. “Prior to moving to 
North Carolina, he lived in Pittsburgh 
where he hoped to have his own arbo-
retum. Unfortunately, he was unable to 
achieve his goal.  This gift will honor 
him and his love of trees.”
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Weather
Today: Sunny, 74

Tonight: Partly Cloudy, 47
Saturday: Sunny, 72

Saturday night: Clear, 47
Sunday: Sunny, 78

Obituaries

Carlos Ted Abbott 
Polly Dyer 

Kathy Diann Perry
Margaret Sue Robbs 
Donald Ray Smith

Woodrow “Woody” Lester Ward 
Chris Whitworth

Larry Eugene Wise
Murlene Auton “Polly” Wise

NLMS students ‘hover’ in 

STEM program
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North Lincoln Middle School fifth 
and sixth graders were able to experi-
ence STEM in action on Wednesday. 
At first, it was likely a bit frustrating, 
tedious, and yes, maybe boring be-
cause they had to listen to instruction 
on how to build a hovercraft, then 
they had to build their own. 

They worked in teams, with a team 
leader and constructed their hover-
crafts out of materials supplied by 
the Hovercraft Project Team. The 
students had to measure and cut out 
the skirt, assemble the hovercraft 
components, which included a bat-
tery-powered leaf blower, test and 
evaluate their crafts, make changes 
to increase performance, conduct 
push tests with riders, and compete 

Dragging tires out of ditches and planting trees, it’s all 

in a day’s work for Denver woman
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Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News

North Lincoln Middle School students spent the day on Wednesday assembling and testing 
hovercrafts and they were able to race them against other teams.

Contributed

The stack of tires that Patty Korn single-handledly dragged out of a ditch 
on Schronce Road Near NC-73.

Assistance requested 

in locating a law 

enforcement 

impersonator

See IMPERSONATOR, page 8

Lincoln County 

Sheriff Bill Beam 

offers tips for a safe 

Halloween
Staff Report

LINCOLNTON - Soon our streets will be scat-
tered with little ghosts, goblins, and witches trick-or-
treating this Halloween.  

“Halloween should be filled with surprise and en-
joyment and following some commonsense practic-
es can keep events safer and more fun,” Sheriff Bill 
Beam said.

The Sheriff reminds all Lincoln County residents 
to follow these safety tips:

COVID-19:
• Follow State and County health policies. 
• Promote the use of hand sanitizer by trick-

or-treaters and their families.
• Encourage social distancing. 
• Halloween costume masks are not suitable 

to provide COVID-19 protection.
• Avoid going to indoor activities where peo-

ple may be crowded together. Outdoor activities, 
with good ventilation, are better alternatives. 

See HALLOWEEN, page 8


