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Weather
Today: Mostly Sunny, 90

Tonight: Cloudy, 69
Saturday: Partly Cloudy, 90

Saturday night: Partly Cloudy, 69
Sunday: Mostly Sunny, 90

TODAY IN SPORTS

Burleson claims academic award.
Former East Lincoln product named AAC’s top scholar-athlete. PAGE 4

Lincoln County library 

distributes ‘MAKEbelieve’ 

kits to area children

Michelle T. Bernard / Lincoln Times-News

Library Assistant Emily Burgess gives a MAKEbelieve kit to a parent on Wednesday.

MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

Children throughout the county 
were able to play make believe uti-
lizing kits made by Lincoln County 
Public Library staff. In past years, 
the library offers summer learning 
programs which are designed to 
keep kids engaged and of course 
promote reading while they are on 
break from school. These activities 
were often done in person and pro-
vided children and their families 
with productive, fun activities that 
supported creativity and learning. 

“When the decision was made 
in March to close the libraries, we 
quickly developed a plan for pro-
viding curbside service and online 
programming,” Library Director 
Jennifer Sackett said. “Staff held 
out hope for several weeks that 
things would improve in time for 
summer reading, but by May, we 
realized the programs that typical-
ly packed our meetings rooms and 

the Citizen Center with hundreds 
of kids wouldn’t be possible this 
year.”

With the COVID-19 outbreak 
forcing schools to go online, the 
library staff worked to transition 
summer learning so there were tac-
tile as well as digital components, 
Sacket explained.  The goal was 
to develop activities that would 
encourage reading and creativity 
while providing participants with a 
break from technology. 

“While the library’s facilities 
were closed to the public, staff 
cut, punched, counted and bagged 
over 9,000 kits that were distribut-
ed at all library branches, each of 
the Lincoln County Schools sum-
mer to-go meal sites and through 
the Atrium Health Summer Food 
Bus,” she said. 

The five weeks of activities in-
cluded in the “Kinderpaks” (Pre-
K) and MAKEbelieve kits (first - 
fifth grade) were designed around 

this year’s theme which is “Imag-
ine Your Story.”  The Kinderpaks 
included finger puppets and simple 
crafts that go with rhymes and fai-
rytales that parents could read to 
their children. Each MAKEbelieve 
kit had three crafts or STEM re-
lated activities along with most of 
the supplies needed.  With the kits, 
children were able to watch Jack’s 
Beanstalk grow, make a light-up 
fire dragon, build a catapult and de-
sign their own kaleidoscope.

“As challenging as it has been to 
adjust our services and program-
ming as a result of COVID-19, it 
has opened new opportunities,” 
Sackett said. “Staff have devel-
oped skills that enable the library 
to connect and meet needs through 
digital media. We’ve strengthened 
our online presence and promo-
tion of digital resources. In the 

See LIBRARY, page 3

NLHS science teacher receives grant to create 

a maker’s space
MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

The winners of this year’s group 
of Lincoln County Public Education 
Foundation winners was announced 
at the last regular meeting of the Lin-
coln County Board of Education. Alex-
ander Pedersen, a physical science and 
physics teacher at North Lincoln High 
School won one of the $8,000 grants for 
his pitch of “Make Us Makers / Design-
ing a Maker Space.”

“The premise behind it is a space 
where kids are able to develop their cre-
ativity,” he said. “When students are 
working on a passion project, they’re 
amazingly creative. Way more than 
what I even thought their creativity lev-
el would have been. I needed supplies 
to take it to the next level. We have kids 
who get to a spot in their passion proj-
ects and they get stuck. They tell me, 
‘if we had this piece or something that 
looked like this, we could do this with 

it.’”
To be able to 3D print the piece would 

solve the problem, but North Lincoln 
High School didn’t have a 3D printer. 
North Lincoln Middle School does and 
occasionally, they’ve been able to help 
the NLHS students out.

“You don’t always want to have to 
pull favors to get these projects com-
pleted,” Pedersen said. 

The pitch that Pedersen made to Lin-
coln County Public Education Founda-
tion would be to be able to purchase two 
3D printers, robotics parts, a “Cricut” 
machine which is a die cut machine that 
crafters use, and two laptops. All of this 
equipment and supplies would be kept 
in the maker’s space at the school.

“I wanted to be able to allow their 
minds to go wild,” he said. “To just 
make. I think making this technology 
available to everybody in the school 
will really open up interest where it may 
not have been before.”

A “maker’s space” is just that, a space 
where people can go to and make things 
– be they science-related items or even 
crafts or arts. For the space that Peder-
sen plans, it’s not just about the mak-
ing but about the learning. There’ll be 
funds leftover in the grant to purchase 
replacement parts and supplies so it’ll 
serve students for many years to come.

“This is the technology we want to 
get in kids’ hands,” he said. “It’s the 
technology that’s being used in indus-
try. The more experience they have with 
it now, the better trained they’ll be lat-
er on when they’re actually using it in 
their careers.”

Pedersen has been teaching at North 
Lincoln High School his whole ca-
reer. He moved to North Carolina from 
Michigan in 2007. 

“I’ve been teaching in the same class-
room, the same subject for the whole 
time,” he said. “I feel so appreciated 
here in Lincoln County. The kids are 

amazing, and the community supports 
us so much. You can see that support 
with grants like the education founda-
tion.”

This is not the first grant Pedersen has 
received from the education foundation. 
For his first grant which was 13 years 
ago, he got a smart board and individual 
student response clickers. This is now 
dated technology, unfortunately, as the 
county put new smart boards in all the 
classrooms.

The grants proposals are pitched in a 
manner similar to Shark Tank. Peder-
sen brought along one of his students, 
and her response to a question from the 
judges is what he believes helped make 
the judges’ decision.

“I’m glad I brought her along,” he 
said. “The judge asked her a question 
along the lines of what does getting this 

See GRANT, page 2

Obituaries

Janice Gail Johnson-Morelli 

John Felix Shook

Lovella Mae Travis

United Way Day of 

Action focuses on the 

western side of the 

county this year
MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

A year couldn’t go by without a United Way of 
Lincoln County’s annual Day of Action. Instead of 
one big event with lots of volunteers mingling to-
gether, mini day of action events were held at busi-
nesses throughout the county.

This year, the focus was on the resource cen-
ter which opened earlier this year at West Lincoln 
Middle School modeled after the successful Asbury 
Resource Center which opened in 2016 on Salem 
Church Road adjacent to Asbury Academy. The As-
bury Resource Center has served thousands of stu-
dents.

Two former classrooms at West Lincoln Middle 
School were repurposed to house the resource center 
for students on the western side of the county. One of 
the rooms was transformed into a store-like environ-
ment for counselors and social workers to browse 
for clothing, shoes, school supplies and even baby 
clothes and necessities needed by their charges. The 
other room, which was the focus for this year’s day 
of action, was turned into a food and household sup-
plies distribution center. 

“Because of COVID, it was difficult to have large 
groups of people, so we had to come up with cre-
ative ways to have a project,” Vinzant said. “The 
food distribution center at West Lincoln Middle was 
planned to be completed during Easter break when 
the kids were out, but that didn’t happen, so we de-
cided to do it for this year’s day of action.”

See ACTION, page 3

Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News

HD Reid (front) and Jim Studdard bring in food 
items to be put on shelves in the new food 
pantry at West Lincoln Middle School.


