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Numerous community members at-
tended the most recent Lincolnton City 
Council meeting to speak on the appli-
cation from Prestige Acquisitions, LLC 
requesting the rezoning of approximate-
ly 24 acres of land from Residential-25 
and Residential-Office to Planned Resi-
dential District for the purpose of devel-
oping a community of 51 single family 

detached housing and 49 attached town-
homes units. The subject property is a 
portion of property owned by New Vi-
sion Ministries located at 621 Clarks 
Creek Road. The pastor of New Vision, 
Scott Mann spoke in support of the de-
velopment saying it would benefit his 
church. The portion requested for rezon-
ing is located on the south side of Clarks 
Creek Road adjacent to Clarks Creek 
and running approximately 800 feet to 

the west.
The primary concerns of community 

members were increased traffic, the loss 
of the rural feel of the property, setback 
requirements, and parking. After sever-
al individuals spoke, the discussion be-
came heated, and Mayor Ed Hatley had 
to ask the Lincolnton police officer in 
attendance to keep the peace.

After hearing comments, Council-
member Christine Poinsette wondered 

if there had been community meetings 

held and how much discussion was had 

with stakeholders on this property. After 

the public hearing was closed, Council-

member Roby Jetton made the motion 

to deny the application which Poinsette 

seconded. 

Hatley suggested that given commu-
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Weather
Today: Mostly Cloudy, 68

Tonight: Cloudy, 36
Tuesday: Ran Showers, 47
Tuesday night: Rain, 37

Wednesday: Rain, 48

TODAY IN SPORTS

Mustangs top Wolves
East Lincoln Basketball sweeps county rival PAGE 7

Lincolnton High School senior 

tackles the role of a lifetime

Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News

Jadon Rhyne, flanked by Dream Clara (Rieonna Weldon) and Little Clara (Camdyn Lee) on the 
Nutcracker float in the downtown Lincolnton Christmas parade will be dancing the role of the 
Nutcracker.
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The bulk of the cast in the Lin-
coln County youth production of 
“The Nutcracker” have been in the 
performance since they were little. 
Many starting out in the roles of 
mice or bon bons and working their 
way up to more advanced roles over 
the years. This year’s Nutcracker is 
not only brand new to the produc-
tion, he’s also new to ballet. 

A senior at Lincolnton High 
School, Jadon Rhyne decided in his 
junior year that he was going to ma-
jor in musical theater in college, so 
he decided he needed to learn how 
to dance.

“I went to Xtreme Edge in Lin-
colnton and started with Miss Kim 
(Noles) to learn ballet,” he said. “I 
began with ballet because that’s 

where all dance comes from. I fell 
in love with it. Around September I 
applied for the Nutcracker and was 
the only guy. I started doing more 
dance at Star Struck and here I am.”

Because of COVID restrictions, 
Rhyne only took a few classes in 
2020 and more early in 2021. He’s 
now dancing with a vengeance in 
preparation for his role as the Nut-
cracker. It’s frequently a challenge 
for the organizers of the local pro-
duction to find a male to dance the 
role of the Nutcracker. When direc-
tor Mary Claire Brown saw that one 
had applied for the role, she was 
thrilled. Because the production 
has progressed to the level that it 
has over the past few years, if a lo-
cal dancer didn’t apply for the role, 
they were set to hire someone.

“I knew I had to do it to make it 
on Broadway,” said Rhyne who has 

been accepted at the South Carolina 
School of the Arts. “If you’re scared 
to do something, you’ll never get to 
where you want to be in life.”

Rhyne has never seen the local 
production of “The Nutcracker” in 
person, but he’s been watching other 
performances to learn the role. Jug-
gling his time has been a challenge 
over the past few months because 
in addition to “Nutcracker” prepa-
ration, he was cast in a lead role in 
the Lincolnton High School Murder 
Mystery Theater and of course he 
still has his regular studies.

“In musical theater, you have 
your voice, you have dance and 
you have acting,” he said. “In Nut-
cracker, you just dance, but there’s 
some facial expressions. I’m also in 
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Staff Report

LINCOLNTON – Lincoln County Sheriff’s dep-
uties investigating a rash of vehicle break-ins on 
Dec. 2, arrested one of five people who fled the 
scene and crashed their getaway car.

Deputies were dispatched to the Verdict Ridge 
subdivision around 2 a.m. after neighbor’s con-
fronted occupants of an SUV going around the 
neighborhood checking vehicles to see if they 
were unlocked.  The vehicle, occupied by five peo-
ple, fled the scene.

A deputy located the vehicle on Highway 73 
near the Highway 16 intersection and chased the 
SUV as it fled west on Highway 73.  After mak-
ing several turns onto secondary roads the vehicle 
crashed into the wood line at Amity Church Road 
and Christopher Road.  The five occupants jumped 
from the vehicle and ran from the scene.  Deputies 
searched the area and located the driver, a 16-year-
old juvenile suspect, hiding in a house under con-
struction.  Charlie and Baker District deputies 
along with a K-9 unit from Catawba County satu-

Sheriff’s deputies 

investigating vehicle 

break-ins: One 

person in custody
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Staff Report

LINCOLNTON – Lincoln County Sheriff’s Of-
fice detectives have charged one person with the 
theft of tools from a North Star construction site 
on Wilma Sigmon Road, Lincolnton and another 
with possession of a stolen vehicle.

Deputies received a report on Nov. 29 about 
tools being stolen from one work truck and a sec-
ond work truck, a 2001 Ford F350, being stolen.  
Deputies observed locks on two tool boxes on the 
back of trucks had been drilled out and various 
tools valued at more than $5,500 had been stolen.

As the investigation continued, it was deter-
mined that a work truck in another part of the work 
site had been stolen.  That vehicle was equipped 
with a GPS monitor and was located by a com-
pany employee in the 400 block of Massapoag 
Road.  While at that location, a white Ford Ex-
pedition drove slowly by the scene.  The license 

Man charged in theft 

of tools, vehicle from 

construction site

See THEFT, page 2


