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At their regularly called work ses-
sion held on Aug. 3, the Lincoln County 
Board of Education solidified their deci-
sion to make masks optional for the up-
coming school year so long as they had 
the authority to do so. If there’s an out-
break or a high positivity rate within a 
particular school, the district as a whole 
or the county, Superintendent Dr. Aaron 
Allen has the option of revising this ap-
proach. Masks will still be required in 
school buses which includes activity 
buses.

In addition, the district will no longer 
be conducting COVID screening or con-
tact tracing to the extent that they were in 
the last school year. This was approved 
by the Lincoln County Health Director 
Davin Madden, according to Allen.

During last school year, Lincoln 
County Schools notified parents of all 
students in that school that someone 
tested positive. Now, only the parents of 
students who were close to the infected 
student for 15 minutes or more will be 
notified. This was referred to as “men-
tal” contact tracing by Rusty Saine, 

chief of accountability & student infor-
mation who presented on the COVID 
presentation. Exposed students can stay 
in school without wearing masks as long 
as they show no symptoms.

As she has throughout the pandemic, 
Board Member Joan Avery wanted the 
district to continue to require masks and 
maintain the quarantine policy that was 
used last year.

The mask optional plan passed by a 
4-3 vote, Avery, Myra Heavner and Todd 
Wulfhorst voting against it. Should CO-
VID spread become a problem in a par-
ticular school, the board agreed that Al-
len can require masks at this school if 
COVID becomes an issue.

In Lincoln County, over the past 14 
days, the average daily number of posi-
tive COVID cases is 25.6, the number of 
positive cases as of Aug. 4 is 256. Only 
39% of the population is fully vaccinat-
ed with 59% being unvaccinated.

In closed session, the board accepted 
the superintendent’s recommendation 
to select Alysha Tench as the new assis-
tant principal at Rock Springs. A prod-
uct of Lincoln County Schools, Tench 
is a graduate from North Lincoln High 

School.  She has worked at North Lin-
coln Middle School as a math and sci-
ence teacher for the past 11 years.  She 
served as science department chair, 
MTSS Chair, and facilitated and sched-
uled NLMS student clubs for the past 
three years.

Tench graduated from Western Caro-
lina University with a bachelor’s degree 
in middle grades education in 2010.  She 
received her master’s in executive lead-
ership studies from Gardner-Webb Uni-
versity in 2013.

Also, the Lincoln 
County Board of Ed-
ucation approved the 
Superintendent’s rec-
ommendation to se-
lect Jeff Gavin as the 
new instructional fa-
cilitator for the dis-
trict. Gavin previously 
worked with Lincoln 
County Schools as 
the media coordinator 
at East Lincoln High 
and Lincolnton High 
from 2007-2014. Since 
2014, he has worked at 

the Charlotte Mecklenburg Library as 
the teen lead librarian, children’s library 
manager, and adult librarian. 

Gavin graduated from State Univer-
sity of New York at Geneseo in 1989 
with a bachelor’s degree in manage-
ment. He received a master’s in teach-
ing special education from the College 
of New Jersey in 1996, and a master’s 
in library and information studies from 
UNC-Greensboro in 2007.
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Weather
Today: Partly Cloudy, 86
Tonight: Showers, 67

Saturday: Morning Showers, 84
Saturday night: Few Clouds, 64

Sunday: Sunny, 89

Obituaries

National Night Out brought out 

a sense of unity in Lincolnton
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Eleven different neighborhoods 
offering food as diverse as the 
neighborhoods themselves held 
block parties on Tuesday for Na-
tional Night Out. Law enforce-
ment from the City of Lincolnton, 
the county and the state as well as 
Lincolnton City officials came out 
to enjoy the food and friendship. 
At each neighborhood, there was 
food, music and games for the chil-
dren.

Funding of the event for several 
of the neighborhoods was arranged 
by Arts Council of Lincoln County 
Director Deanna Williams-McGin-
nis through local churches. 

Throughout the United States, 
National Night Out is held on the 
first Tuesday of August with the in-
tention of bringing the community 
and police together in an evening 
of block parties in a stand against 
crime.

Board of Education solidifies optional mask requirement

More pictures on page 2

Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News  

Probate and Parole Officers Kandace Caskey (left) and Stephanie Bivens hand out toys to children at 
the “Triple C Community” in Lincolnton during National Night Out on Tuesday.
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The Lincoln County 

Sheriff’s Office 

announces new 

smartphone app
Staff Report

LINCOLNTON – The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 
Office recently announced the release of a smart-
phone application. This app will serve as a new way 
for the sheriff’s office to connect with Lincoln County 
residents and visitors, providing information quickly 
and efficiently to anyone with a smartphone. 

The Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office smartphone 
app was developed by TheSheriffApp.com, a division 
of OCV, LLC. The app offers quick access to items of 
public interest and is easy to use. In just a few clicks, 
users can:

● Meet the Sheriff
● Get answers to Frequently Asked Questions
● Receive push notifications
● Obtain Gun Purchase and Conceal Carry Per-

mit Information 
● Read the latest news and updates
● Access inmate information
● Research Crime Prevention information
● More
“Over 80 percent of people in the United States 

own and use smartphones as their primary means of 
communication,” OCV Vice President Kevin Cum-
mings said. “Mobile apps offer agencies a better way 
to alert, inform and prepare the public. Apps allow 
public safety agencies the ability to reach and serve 
their citizens where they are: their smartphones.”

The Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office app is avail-
able for download for free in the App Store and 
Google Play by searching “Lincoln County Sheriff, 
NC” or click here: 

 https://apps.myocv.com/share/a46428092
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Masks will be option at Lincoln County Schools for 
the upcoming school year.


