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Weather
Today: Rain, 57

Tonight: Rain, 50
Thursday: Cloudy, 72 

Thursday night: Clear, 44  
Friday: Cloudy, 69   
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Lincoln Charter School kindergarten 
students received a very special lesson 
about American Indian culture directly 
from a member of the Lumbee Tribe, 
Barbara Locklear. The Lumbee tribe 
takes its name from the Lumber River 
and is the largest Native American tribe 
in North Carolina. The founding fami-
lies settled along the river in the 1700s, 
fleeing the war and disease that fol-
lowed colonization of the coastal Caro-
linas. Many members of Lumbee Tribe 
still have the last names handed down 
by those families such as Locklear.

“Have you been hearing about the 
first thanksgiving in class,” Lock-
lear asked the children. “A lot of stu-
dents hear about the first thanksgiving, 
but the first thanksgiving that we read 
about in our history books was truly 
the first thanksgiving for the pilgrims, 
but it was not the first thanksgiving for 
the Indian people. Indian people have 
thanksgiving celebrations all through-
out the year. They are centered around 
the harvest.”

In the fall, Locklear told the children, 
they had a big celebration for the har-
vest and the fact that all of the work had 
been done for the year and it was time 

to rest during winter.
Locklear shared with the students 

some of the items Indian people used 
and what types of foods they raised 
like potatoes, sweet potatoes and corn 
which the Indians introduced to the 
new settlers.

“When the pilgrims arrived here, the 
native people already had seven differ-
ent varieties of corn that they grew,” 
she said. “Some of my people still keep 
those old seeds and plant them year af-
ter year. These are very special seeds 

The season of giving began early at Lincolnton High

Lincoln Charter School students get a 
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Students and staff at Lincolnton High 
School recently installed a community 
pantry to benefit the Lincolnton commu-
nity. 

“I had the vision of having a community 
pantry set up at Lincolnton High School,” 
LHS Assistant Principal Regina Hovis 
said. “After helping deliver so many meals 
during COVID, I knew there was a need in 
the community.” 

Hovis mentioned her vision to Stephanie 
Mullen (Hovis used to teach her son) and 
Mullen helped get the ball rolling. Mullen 
sent a message to Sienna Beligrinis who 
started the Kidville Corner Cupboard in 
Denver who passed along the contact in-
formation for Blythe Construction. Jerry 
Queen at Blythe built the pantry that is 
now housed near the tennis courts at Lin-
colnton High School.  

The LHS student council painted the 
cupboard on Saturday.  The Beta Club and 
National Honor Society worked with vari-
ous organizations within the community 
for donations of nonperishable food for the 
outdoor pantry. 

Leah Tweed, a senior at LHS both helped 
paint and stock the pantry on Wednesday. 

“During the uncertainty of COVID-19 
and the economic and financial problems 

See AMERICAN, page 3
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Barbara Locklear, a member of the Lumbee Tribe, gave Lincoln Charter School kindergarten students a lesson 
about American Indian culture.

Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News

LHS students worked with teachers and staff to organize and stock a community pantry at the school.
See GIVING, page 3

Staff Report

LINCOLNTON – Lincoln County 
Sheriff’s deputies have charged a Gas-
tonia Highway man with setting fire to 
a neighbor’s vehicle.

On Nov. 22, officers were dispatched 
to a residence in the 3200 block of Gas-
tonia Highway to a keep the peace call 
so a female could remove her property 
from her ex-boyfriend’s home.

When officers arrived on the scene 
they learned that David William 
Reeves, 35, of Gastonia Highway, Lin-
colnton had broken into the woman’s 
vehicle by breaking out a window 
and that he had set fire to a neighbor’s 
pickup truck.  The fire had been set in 
a 1984 Ford F150 and partially melt-
ed the carpet and damaged the steering 
wheel.

Deputy A. Lafone charged Reeves 
with arson, breaking into a motor ve-
hicle and damage to property.  He 
was taken before a Lincoln County 
magistrate and placed in the Harven 
A. Crouse Detention Center under an 
$18,000 secured bond.
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