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LINCOLNTON – The Crowe 
Mansion is one of those stately struc-
tures that anyone passing by would 
do a doubletake wondering what the 
history was behind the home and 
what it looked like inside. The man-
sion, which has been vacant for some 
time now, was recently purchased by 
three women, Kayla Fuller, Allison 
Fuller, and Brandi Wyant with the in-
tention of using it as a wedding and 
event venue.

Although it looks like a historic 
southern plantation house, the Crowe 
Mansion was built by Alda and John 
Crowe in 1976. The house was mod-
eled to look like Carter’s Grove 
Plantation in Williamsburg, Virginia. 
Crowe then finished the interior of 
the house with ancient beams, floor-

ing and mantels from old homes and barns as well as 
antique furnishings. 

Wyant and her two brother’s wives, Kayla and Al-
lison will be operating the venue. 

“My brother, Jarred, and Kayla had seen the house 
on the market and wanted to come and see how the 
floor plan was laid out because they were looking to 
build a home in similar exterior design,” she said. 
“They weren’t interested in purchasing the home as 
a single-family home, they wanted to see it to get 
ideas.”

A local dressmaker who became nationally fa-
mous, Alda Crowe’s legal last name is Crow, ac-
cording to Wyant, she added the “e” for flair for her 
business.

“Once they saw the inside, my brother comment-
ed that the house was too big for a single-family 
home, but thought it’d make an excellent event ven-
ue,” Wyant said. “My brother never thought Kayla 
would be interested in leaving her career in the med-
ical field, but that’s where it all began.”

Wyant has a background in interior design and 
when she went inside the house, she was amazed 
by all the detail in the house and the antiques. The 
house was purchased by the three women with all 
the furnishings.
The plan is to build a pavilion that will seat 400 with 

tables and a dance floor in the same style as the home 
with a full catering kitchen. They’ll also install a sec-
ond full catering kitchen in the carriage house adjacent 
to the main home.
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LINCOLNTON – Assistance for heating ex-
penses is available through the Lincoln County 
Department of Social Services, the Low Income 
Energy Assistance Program (LIEAP) This is a  
one-time annual vendor payment to help eligible 
households pay their heating expense.

This assistance is available for individuals 60 
years and older or individuals receiving services 
through the Division of Aging and Adult Services 
may apply starting Thursday, Dec. 1. 

Individuals in this priority group will receive 
an automated payment to their vendor if they re-
ceive Food and Nutrition Services (formerly Food 
Stamps) and received LIEAP during the 2021-
2022 season.  These households will be notified 
of eligibility in November 2022 and do not need 
to apply.     

Individuals 59 years and younger may apply 
starting Tuesday, Jan. 3, 2023.

See HEATING, page 3
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Kayla Fuller (left), Allison Fuller, and Brandi Wyant 
inside the Crowe Mansion in Lincolnton. The plan is 
to utilize the beautiful home as a wedding and event 
venue.

Lincoln County 

residents continue to 

receive scam phone 

calls
Staff Report

LINCOLNTON – Lincoln County Sheriff’s Of-
fice continues to receive complaints from citizens 
being targeted by scammers claiming to represent 
the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office.

Victims are continuing to receive phone calls 
from what shows up on Caller ID as a Lincoln 
County Sheriff’s Office telephone number.  It also 
may show up as a local area landline number. 

One local resident received four calls on Nov. 
14 from what shows up on the caller ID as the 
Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office main number, 
704-732-9050.  The resident answered the fourth 

See SCAM, page 3

See CROWE, page 2
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LINCOLNTON – After as-
suming her office as the first 
chief public defender for Lin-
coln and Cleveland Counties 
in February, Lydia Hoza has 
staffed her Lincolnton office 
with five assistant public de-
fenders from very different 
backgrounds and experiences 
as well as two assistants and 
one investigator. While the at-
torneys may come from dif-
ferent backgrounds, they’re all 
passionate about helping oth-
ers. 

Alton Reeder, Jr.
Fluent in many languages, 

Alton Reeder, Jr. originally 
planned to use his law degree 
and love of languages to prac-
tice international business, but 
he really didn’t care for the 
work. Instead, he started prac-
ticing general law in Shelby be-
fore moving to Lincoln County 
where his wife, Julie, is from. 
His most recent position was 
at David Black’s office doing 
criminal defense work. 

“During my seven years 
there, Lydia and I became 

friends, banging heads, pros-
ecuting and defending cases 
together,” he said. “We devel-
oped a great respect for each 
other and when she was tapped 
for this position, I made the dif-
ficult decision to leave Black’s 
office to come here.”

In defending individuals, 
Reeder added, very often the 
facts aren’t that obvious. 

“Law enforcement who’ve 
done the investigation have a 
theory about what happened 
and they’re right a lot of the 
time, but there’s usually more 
to it than that,” he said. “That’s 
something that matters. Part of 
our job is holding the state to 
their burden of proving the case 
beyond a reasonable doubt. 
If for nothing else though, the 
person who is accused bears the 
image of God and deserves the 
honor and respect that comes 
with being a human, no matter 
what they did or are accused of 
doing.”

Jonathon Greer
Before accepting his cur-

rent position in the public de-
Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News

Members of the newly formed Assistant District Attorney Office, assistant public defenders 
Alton Reeder, Jr. (top left), Andrew Arden, and Lynn Wilkie, Deirdre Nachamie (bottom left), 
Jonathon Greer and Chief Public Defender Lydia Hoza.

New Lincoln County Public Defender’s office staffed and ready 

to serve

See PUBLIC, page 2


