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Today: PM Thunderstorms, 92
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SPORTS

Mustangs want more after 2018 playoff run. PAGE 4

Unfinished business

Local students head back to school

Michelle T. Bernard / Lincoln Times-News

Students have their first breakfast at school on Monday at Norris S. Childers Elementary 
School.

MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

Students returned to school 
throughout the Lincoln Coun-
ty Schools District on Monday, 
two weeks earlier than they did 
last year. The district is now go-
ing by a revised calendar, which 
has been a personal project of 
Lincoln County Schools Board 
of Education member Cathy Da-
vis. Serving for her second term 
now, Davis started talking to leg-
islators back in 2012 about the 
calendar, when she started serv-
ing her first term.  

“After having a foster child, I 

realized there would be a bene-
fit to having exams prior to the 
Christmas break,” she said. “My 
foster son, of course, having no 
foundation in education and no 
support from family, was be-
hind. He had been in five differ-
ent school settings the previous 
year.”

Davis believed that making a 
change to the school calendar so 
that exams would be given pri-
or to the Christmas break would 
benefit not only those students 
who struggled as her foster child 
did, but others as well.

See SCHOOL, page 3

Gov. Roy Cooper 

visits Lincolnton

Michelle T. Bernard / Lincoln Times-News

ABOVE: Gov. Roy Cooper greets City of Lincolnton Mayor Ed Hatley during a tour of the Lincoln 
Campus of Gaston College on Tuesday. BELOW: Shannon Ferguson, a teacher with the practical 
nursing department, shows Cooper a SIM baby.

Governor discusses education, business
MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

Gov. Roy Cooper visited the Lincoln 
County campus of Gaston College on 
Tuesday afternoon. Cooper has visit-
ed the Dallas campus on several occa-
sions but he hasn’t been to the campus 
in Lincolnton yet. 

“I know that Lincoln County is a 
largely rural area but it’s certainly 
primed right now for some outstanding 
economic development,” Cooper said 
to the attendees. “We know that com-
munity colleges play a crucial role in 
being able to get good paying jobs for 
people. I grew up working on a farm 
and I learned hard work, dedication 
and that I really wanted a job in air 
conditioning when I grew up. Today 
reminds me of one of those days out in 
the tobacco field. I also got my values 
at home of making sure that we looked 
after each other in the community.”

Cooper’s mother was a public school 
teacher and he said that he knows the 
value of education and the central role 
that community colleges play in the 
community, especially in the more

See COOPER, page 8

Indicted 

drug 

suspects 

arrested
Staff report

Two people indicted by the Lin-
coln County Grand Jury on July 29 
have been arrested.

Nathan Kenneth Black, 24, of 
Beaumont Lane in Lincolnton, and 
Tevan Montez Ikard, 26, of Hud-
son, were indicted on separate drug 
charges.

Black received a true bill of in-
dictment for two counts of allegedly 
selling methamphetamine to an un-
dercover officer. He was arrested on 
August 5 and placed in the Harven 
A. Crouse Detention Center under a 
$30,000 secured bond.

Ikard was indicted for sell-
ing cocaine to an undercover of-
ficer. He was also indicted on two 
counts of trafficking in cocaine by 

See DRUG, page 8
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Lincoln Charter 

welcomes new 

Denver principal
MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

A new principal will 
be greeting students on 
their first day of school 
at the Denver campus of 
Lincoln Charter School. 
Most recently, Michael 
Lungarini was a princi-
pal with the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Schools 
District. Before that, he 
spent many years work-
ing at inner city schools 
in Chicago.

“I did two years with 
Palm Beach County 
schools in Florida,” he 

said. “When I finished up 
with my master’s in edu-
cational leadership I felt 
that I wanted to have a 
real, true experience and 
go and teach inner city 
schools so I moved to 
Chicago.”

Teaching at the schools 
in Chicago offered what 
Lungarini calls his “most 
life-changing experi-
ences.” The schools he 
taught at in Palm Beach 
were affluent and he said 
he learned about teaching, 
but the schools in Chicago 

See NEW, page 2


