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It’s a very sad thing to see the 
stage at the Lincoln Cultural Cen-
ter, which during most weeks is 
occupied by rehearsals, set build-
ing and productions, empty. The 
halls have been “painfully” quiet 
since the middle of March.

“We’re used to juggling four or 
five things each weekend,” Di-
rector Cathy Davis said. “There 
are a lot of things that take place 
throughout the week that have 
been cancelled.”

A “ghost light” is on, but the 
stage lights, sound system and 
props are gathering dust from lack 
of use. A ghost light is usually a 
small light, sometimes nothing 
more than a floor lamp of some 
sort, that shines on the dark stage 
throughout the night when the the-
ater is closed and unoccupied. It’s 
there just in case someone is in the 
theater working late so they can 
see where they’re going. Given 
the Cultural Center is said to be 
haunted, it stands to reason that a 
“ghost” light be lit. 

So many plays and events have 
already been cancelled or post-
poned. “Diary of Ann Frank” is 
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Weather
Today: TStorms 81

Tonight: TStorms 69
Thursday: Showers 84 

Thursday night: Cloudy 63 
Friday: Partly Cloudy 82

Obituaries

The ‘Ghost Light’ shines on at the 

Lincoln Cultural Center

Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News

ABOVE: The stage at the Lincoln Cultural Center has been vacant since the middle of March. BELOW: 
The popular drama camp had to be cancelled this year due to COVID.

See LIGHT, page 3

Denver man provides consultation services on crowd control
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Perhaps better known for the fund-
raising and benefits that he puts on, in 
particular his annual Cigars, Bourbon 
& Benefactors event to raise money for 
the Lincoln County Child Advocacy 
Center, Ross Bulla has another side to 
him. He owns the Treadstone Group in 
Denver, a global security risk mitigation 
and investigations firm, specializing in 
intellectual property investigations and 
acquisitions, global security risk mitiga-
tion, litigation support and physical se-
curity consulting. Bulla also advises his 
clients on practical methods to develop 
an effective approach to prevention, in-
tervention, and response to terror threats 
and active assailants. Bulla was appoint-
ed by N.C. Gov. Roy Cooper as com-
missioner on the State Emergency Re-

sponse Commission. In this role, Bulla 
provides input regarding the activities 
of the NC State Homeland Security 
Program and Domestic Preparedness 
Regions. The SERC also advises the 
Secretary of the Department of Public 
Safety and the Division of Emergency 
Management in the preparation, imple-
mentation, evaluation, and revision of 
the North Carolina emergency man-
agement program.

“My background has always been in 
mass gathering, major events, special 
security events, writing the security 
procedures for the Olympics and things 
of that nature,” he said. “My first job 
out of college was what managing was 
Blockbuster Pavilion, a 19,000-seat 
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Contributed

Crowds gather outside the Charlotte Mecklenburg Police Department last 
week.

City of Lincolnton 

2020-2021 budget 

passes without public 

comment
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A public hearing was held at the last City of Lin-
colnton Council meeting on June 4 to receive com-
ment on the proposed 2020-2021 budget. Unlike the 
public hearing held by the Lincoln County Commis-
sioners which had numerous individuals comment-
ing, the city budget elicited no public comment. 

The budget didn’t include any tax or utility in-
creases. Pay increases for city employees will be fro-
zen until it’s economically feasible, which could be 
in January, or possibly sooner or later, City Manager 
Steve Zickefoose said. Capital projects, with the ex-
ception of the new police department building or a 
project that may be necessary for operation purposes 

See COL, page 8

TODAY IN SPORTS

NCHSAA to end ‘Dead Period’
Fall start-up dates now up to local school districts. PAGE 4

Staff Report

LINCOLNTON – Lincoln County Sheriff’s de-
tectives are asking for the public’s help in locating a 
missing teen.

Ameria Mercadez Moss, 15, was last seen around 
10 p.m. on June 1 when her mother dropped her off at 
a friend’s apartment on Story Woods Road, Lincoln-
ton.  The mother told Detective J. Talbot that she had 
spoken with her daughter several times but does not 
know where she is located.

Ameria is described as a white female, five feet – 
one inch tall and weighing around 145 pounds.  She 
has blond hair, blue eyes and has two lip piercings 
on her lower lip.  She 
was last seen wear-
ing a red shirt, blue 
jeans, and pink slide 
on shoes.

Anyone with infor-
mation on Ameria’s 
whereabouts is asked 
to contact the Lincoln 
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice at 704-732-9050 
or the Lincoln Coun-
ty Communications 
Center at 704-735-
8202.

Sheriff’s detectives 

asking for public’s 

help in locating 

runaway teen
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