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A researcher never knows where they 
will end up once they go down the rabbit 
hole in search of long, lost people.

On March 24, Dale Punch contacted 
me with a request for help from Alex 
Patton, director of the local, Lincoln 
County Veteran’s Administration Of-
fice. Alex had reached out to Dale ask-
ing for help in the location of possible 
family members and hopefully a photo 
of Lincoln County serviceman Eugene 
Walter Carpenter.  Staff Sgt. Carpenter 
was killed on Jan. 9, 1945, while serv-
ing in the US Army, at the Battle of the 
Bulge during World War II.

Staff Sgt. Carpenter, along with many 
other U.S. servicemen who were killed 
during this battle, was buried in Belgium 
at the Henri-Chapelle American Ceme-
tery.

I informed Mr. Patton that I would be 
more than happy to assist in locating 
possible surviving family members and 
requested that he send me any informa-
tion that he had on Staff Sgt. Carpenter. 

Mr. Patton forwarded two emails to me 
from the VA Office.  The first email was 

from Debby Willems, from Belgium, 
who introduced herself as the caretaker 
of the grave of Staff Sgt. Eugene Walter 
Carpenter in the Henri-Chapelle Amer-
ican Cemetery. It was this email, sent 
to Mr. Patton, that help was requested 
in locating family members of Eugene 
Carpenter. The first thought that came to 
mind was, “how interesting”, there are 
people who visit and maintain the care 
of the graves of American soldiers who 
died and are buried on foreign soil.

The second email was one contained 
preliminary genealogy research carried 
out by Lincoln County Librarian Jenni-
fer Sackett. Miss Sackett had located in-
formation on possible surviving family 
members of Staff Sgt. Carpenter.  

Upon taking a closer look at Miss 
Sackett’s research, pertaining to family 
members, I quickly realized, to my sur-
prise, that Eugene Carpenter was a rela-
tive of my sister’s husband, Larry Jean 
Carpenter, whose grandmother, Katie 
Carpenter Scronce, was Eugene’s older 
sister.  Larry was named after Eugene 
even though the middle name was mis-
spelled on his birth certificate. Staff Sgt. 
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Weather
Today: Sunny, 91
Tonight: Fair, 68

Saturday: Sunny, 92
Saturday night: Partly Cloudy, 68

Sunday: Clouds and Sun, 94

Obituaries

Fay Hill Beckham 
Cecile Pitchford Bridges 

Howard Lee Hawn 

James Edward “Jim” Martin 
Harold Dean Mellon, Sr.Savannah 

Adrianne Cook White

‘Blessed are the peacemakers’

MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

It started out as a regular day 
for Lincoln County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Sgt. John Howell, II who was 
called to respond to a domestic dis-
pute on Aug. 26, 1973. Howell was 
familiar with the family because 
of previous trips to diffuse domes-
tic incidents so when he arrived at 
the location the man’s son let him 
into the house. Howell was only 24 
at the time and had been with the 
sheriff’s office for only two years. 
He joined the Lincoln County 
Sheriff’s Office after serving in the 
U.S. Army in Vietnam.

While inside Howell exchanged 
shots with the father, who was 
armed with a .22 caliber rifle.  
Howell was struck in the chest and 
hand.  He was able to make it to 
his patrol car and radioed for as-
sistance before succumbing to his 
wounds. 

Tracing the genealogy of a Lincoln County WWII casualty

Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News   

ABOVE: Members of the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office Color Guard present colors at the memorial 
service held for Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office Sgt. John Howell, II on Thursday. BELOW: A portrait 
of Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office Sgt. John Howell, II.

Sheriff’s detectives 

asking for public’s 

help in locating 
Staff Report

LINCOLNTON – Lincoln County Sheriff’s de-
tectives are asking for the public’s help in locating a 
missing teen.

Deputies were dispatched to a residence in the 4300 
block of Otto Reynolds Road on Aug. 23 reference 
to a 17-year-old male who was missing.  Johnathan 
Keith Merchant was last seen by his mother on Aug. 
13 when she dropped him off at a friend’s residence 

for a week-
long trip to the 
beach.

When they 
returned home 
from the beach, 
Johnathan Mer-
chant did not 
want to go 
home and was 
dropped off at 
a convenience 
store in Lin-
colnton.  The 
mother was 
told Merchant 
left the conve-

nience store in a black car.
Johnathan Keith Merchant is described as a white 

male, five feet – eight inches tall and weighing 170 
pounds.  He has brown hair and brown eyes.  He has 
been entered NCIC as missing.

Anyone with information on his whereabouts is 
asked to contact the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office 
at 704-735-8202, the Lincoln County Communica-
tions Center at 704-735-8202 or Lincolnton/Lincoln 
County Crime Stoppers at 704-736-8909. 
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Community remembers LCSO Sgt. John Howell, II
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LCSO Charlie 

District Office moving 

to temporary location
Staff Report

LINCOLNTON – The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 
Office Charlie District Office will move to a tempo-

rary location effective Sept. 1.

The office, currently located at 1889 North High-

way 16, Denver will move to the Lincoln County 

Sheriff’s Office Lake Patrol building located at 8335 
Shipley Lane, Denver.

To get to the temporary location, take Unity Church 
Road off Highway 16.  Turn onto Shipley Lane and 
the building is located near the Beatty’s Ford Park.


