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A lot of attention is, understandably, being put on 
the gaps in the type of education children are getting 
during the pandemic. One part of learning that’s be-
ing somewhat overlooked – especially given a lot of 
students are doing their classwork sitting in front of a 
computer, is physical education. It’s well known the 
benefits of physical education, according to Jon Beal-
er, the middle school administrator for the Lincolnton 
campus.

“We can’t have any student life events this year be-
cause of COVID,” Bealer said. “When all of our stu-
dents were online, we felt disconnected from them and 
they felt disconnected from the school. We wanted to 
do something that could be done wherever you’re at. 
A lot of our staff have been participating in virtual 5K 
and things like that and it was like a bond for them.”

Bealer and other middle school teachers at the Lin-
colnton campus started to look at different things they 
could do with students.

“I like hiking and I’ve known about the Mountains 
to Sea Trail for a while now,” Bealer said. “It’s a North 
Carolina specific hike so we thought it’d be a good 
chance for our students to learn more about North Car-
olina as well. It’s a longer trail, not quite as long as the 
Appalachian Trail, just shy of 1,200 miles.”

Middle school students who attend the Lincolnton 
campus are logging miles from wherever they’re at and 
adding them up by homerooms. Where each home-
room is at in total miles is kept track of on a map that’s 
hung in the main middle school hallway. Miles can 
be accumulated via walking, running or biking. They 
can even do other activities like dancing or yoga. For 
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Weather
Today: Rain, 39

Tonight: Cloudy, 30
Thursday: Cloudy, 49 

Thursday night: Cloudy, 28  
Friday: Sunny, 48   
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Tattoo artists are often put into a 
stereotype of being involved with 
gangs or minimally a rough and tum-
ble crowd. They’re sometimes looked 
down upon to as “those people.” On 
first appearances, not many would 
think that Shawna Moore, who looks 
like a clean-cut hometown girl, would 
be a successful tattoo artist, but she is. 

Moore, and her husband, Kyle, re-
cently appeared before Lincolnton 
City Council and successfully peti-
tioned the council to amend their zon-
ing regulations to allow tattoo studios 
in the Planned Business District of the 
city. Moore will need to appear be-

fore council at a later date to request a 
conditional use permit in order to do 
tattoos her new studio which will be 
called, “Ink & Iris” and be located at 
1414 East Main Street in Lincolnton.

Specializing in permanent make-up, 
Moore, who grew up in Lincoln Coun-
ty and graduated from East Lincoln 
High School, will be able to open her 
space before the conditional use permit 
is granted to do tattoos. She’s doing so 
as a “salon” and will do just permanent 
make-up with the hope that the con-
ditional use permit will be granted so 
they can start doing tattoos. 

Moore met her husband, Kyle, who’s 
also a tattoo artist through friends. They 
discovered a mutual interest in art, and 

it was because of his work as a tattoo 
artist that she got into it.

“The art behind it and the industry is 
amazing,” she said. “You can express 
yourself, either through the make-up 
side of it or the subject form. If you 
lose someone, you can have a memori-
al piece. If you had a sickness or cancer 
that took your hair away, I can tattoo 
that hair on for you. If you had an ac-
cident and have a scar, I can tattoo col-
or pigment on it to camouflage it or my 
husband could tattoo a beautiful subject 
or piece of art over it.”

Kyle Moore will split his time be-

Charter school students traverse from ‘mountain to sea’

East Lincoln girl aims to open 

tattoo studio in Lincolnton

See TATTOO, page 3
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Shawna Moore applies permanent make-up to Beth Medlin. Moore will be opening a studio in Lincolnton.
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The beauty of Christmas trees is that 
they can be decorated in a way to suit 
anyone’s taste. Imagine going to a fes-
tival where there’s 25 or more different 
Christmas trees all decked out different-
ly. The Lincoln Cultural Center and the 
Arts Council of Lincoln County are co-
hosting a Festival of Trees at the Lincoln 
Cultural Center in Lincolnton beginning 
Thursday evening. 

Area business and organizations have 
sponsored a tree and are in the process 
of decorating it. Attendees will be able to 
vote on which tree that they like the best.

“This comes from an event that the arts 
council did years ago at the old hospital,” 
Cathy Davis, the director of the Lincoln 
Cultural Center said. “This is a mini ver-
sion of that.”

In addition to the trees, there’ll be pot-
tery and other crafts, “Applez” (gourmet 
candy apples) made by Leslie Evans, 
gourmet cookies and lots of other goodies 
will be available for purchase. Of course, 
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Back to the court
Most area volleyball teams ready for return following exams PAGE 4
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Lincoln Charter School middle school student Axel Beatenhead checks his mileage on his Apple 
Watch in front of a map showing the Mountain to Sea Trail that middle school students at the 
Lincolnton campus are traveling remotely. See TRAVERSE, page 3
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There’s a miniature Christmas village 

on display at the Festival of Trees at 

the Lincoln Cultural Center.
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