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Janice Curtwright Anthony 
Clarence Withers Barnette

Willie “WJ” James Bass, Jr.
“Nettie” Reynolds Bolick

Holly Lawing Steele
Sheila Rebecca Dellinger Towery

Randy Blake Willis

Earl “Ray” Byers
Catherine “Vickie” Sipe Helms

Russell Brice Icenhour
Jimmie Raye Watson-Smyth

Weather
Today: Partly Cloudy, 79
Tonight: Few Clouds, 58

Thursday: Partly Cloudy, 83 

Thursday night: Cloudy, 60 
Friday: Sunny, 83   

Obituaries

The man who leads the band: Introducing the 

new NLHS Band Director

Homelessness Task Force 

formed in Lincoln County

Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News

An officer from the Lincolnton Police Department checks on an individual living in a tent in Lincolnton 

during the annual “Point in Time” count in January.

MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

Following in the storied path of Kev-
in Still and Neil Underwood is Matthew 
Minick, the new band director at North 
Lincoln High School. Minick graduated 
from East Carolina University in 1989 
and is in his 33rd year of teaching.

“I went to college to be a band direc-
tor because I didn’t know anything else 
that I liked any more,” he said. “The 
more I did it, the more I knew that this 
was what I was meant to do. I found that 
things came easily to me. I enjoy it so 
much; it doesn’t feel like I’m going to 
work every day. I feel very fortunate to 
feel that way about my work.”

Before coming to North Lincoln, 
Minick was teaching in Virginia. Be-
fore that, he was at Cary High School in 
Wake County for 19 years. He was at-
tracted to North Lincoln because of the 
quality of the program, and he wanted to 
be back in North Carolina when it came 
time for him to retire – which he said 
was still several years away.

“This is a really unique community,” 
he said. “It’s right on the edge of Char-

lotte, yet you don’t feel like it. It has a 
rural feel to it and its very community 
based. I’m also a lake person so there’s 
the attraction of Lake Norman being 
right here.”

Minick, Underwood and Still have 
crossed paths many times throughout 
Minick’s time in North Carolina at com-
petitions. 

“I remember seeing Neil’s band in 
East Lincoln before they even opened 
North,” he said. “Then following his 
progression once he got this program 
started. This is the best band room I’ve 
ever had and from what I understand 
Neil helped develop that. At Cary we 
built a new auditorium, but it didn’t 
have a double door wide enough to get 
the piano on stage.”

Throughout his career in band, 
Minick’s family supported him at ev-
ery competition and performance. He 
asked his wife to marry him in front of 
his band during Cary Band Day.

“We got married in Virginia, because 
I was still teaching there, on the football 

New Asbury 

principal admired 

the school from 

afar

MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

A local issue that is perhaps as po-
larized as wearing face coverings or 
getting a COVID vaccination is what 
to do about the homeless population. 
A task force consisting of individu-
als from first responders, Department 
of Social Services, clergy, county and 
city officials, nonprofit organizations, 
and others was recently formed to try 
to come up with some workable so-
lution to the homeless population in 
Lincolnton and Lincoln County.

It was Lincoln County Manager 
Kelly Atkins who spearheaded this 
taskforce and put Lincoln County 
Animal Services Director Hannah 
Houser at the head of it. Although 
she’s only been the director for five 
years, Houser has led the shelter to 

become one of the few county-run 
no-kill shelters in North Carolina. 

“Every day I want to work to make 
this world and Lincoln County a bet-
ter place,” she said. “I was truly ex-
cited to get the opportunity do some-
thing that could have a lasting impact 
and make the lives of the people in 
Lincoln County better.”

Since the first meeting of the task-
force, a survey has been launched 
which is available online and in hard 
copy at all county offices. The results 
of the survey, which will run through 
the end of October, will allow the 
members of the taskforce to work to-
wards some sort of potential solution 
to the problem. John Hall, the direc-
tor of Hesed House of Hope, Lincoln 
County’s homeless shelter, is aware 
of some of the homeless population 
within the limits of the City of Lin-

colnton, but there are other locations 
throughout the county where people 
may be living in tents, cars, sheds, 
abandoned buildings, or other facili-
ties. 

“We’re requesting data and infor-
mation as well as public opinion,” 
Houser said. “What people are see-
ing and feeling about homelessness 
is a key piece of this. I’m hoping to 
get as many responses as possible. So 
far we’ve had quite a lot and the qual-
ity of the information and responses 
is outstanding.”

The survey can be completed com-
pletely anonymously, or not, and is 
available at https://www.surveymon-
key.com/r/THKSCXS. For those 
who don’t have Internet access, the 
survey can be completed at any coun-
ty office. The survey will run through 
the end of October.

See BAND, page 2
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Matthew Minick, the new director of the North Lincoln High School Band of 
Knights.

MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

It was perhaps fate that Asbury Academy’s 
new principal, Mark Grega ended up getting his 
first job in education at a residential therapeutic 
program.

“That wasn’t my plan,” he said. “There were 
no jobs available at the time in conventional ed-
ucation, so I thought I’d just go into working 
with at-risk kids until something else opens up. 
Here I am 27 years later still working with at-
risk kids. I fell in love with it.”

Originally from West Virginia, Grega grad-
uated from Fairmont State University in 1994 
with a Bachelor of Arts in elementary educa-
tion. He earned a master’s degree in community 
and agency counseling from Marshall Univer-
sity in 2001. The following year, Grega ob-
tained an add-on certificate in school counsel-
ing, also from Marshall. In 2006, he earned an 
add-on certificate in school administration from 
Salem International University.

In 2005, the company that Grega worked for 
restructured and it put his position under his 
wife’s, and she couldn’t supervise him so at that 
time, they switched to the public school system 
and moved to North Carolina.

“I initially applied for an assistant principal 

See ASBURY, page 2
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Mark Grega is the new principal at Asbury 
Academy in Lincolnton.


