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Current and former City of 
Lincolnton offi cials praised 
the legacy of former Lincoln-
ton Councilman Devin Rhyne, 
who passed away on Thursday 
morning after a lengthy battle 
with cancer. 

“Devin and I have known 
each other for 25-plus years,” 
Lincolnton Mayor Ed Hatley 
said. “We’ve been friends for 
years and years, long before 
either one of us ever thought 
about politics, and our fami-
lies are both members of First 
United Methodist Church. 
Devin was the kind of coun-
cilman that you knew where 
he stood on the issues and 
that’s a great attribute to have. 
I just want to say that I’ve lost 
a good friend and our thoughts 
and prayers go out to his wife 
and son.” 

Rhyne, 42, became the fi rst 
Republican to serve on the 
Lincolnton City Council when 
he prevailed over Democrat 
Fred Houser in a special elec-
tion in March of 2010. He told 
the Times-News in an inter-
view last year that he origi-
nally had no desire to run for a 
seat on the council, but did so 
at the request of former Lin-
colnton Mayor John Gilleland. 

“Devin and I were really 
good, close friends,” Gilleland 
said. “He was just a man with 

the utmost integrity. I wasn’t 
in the military, but I’ll use 
a war analogy when I say 
that if you were in a foxhole 
with Devin, you’d never 
have to turn around to check 
if he was still there. He had 
the integrity and work ethic 
that few could match. He’d 
be in Raleigh at fi ve at in the 
morning and I’m not sure 
exactly when he slept be-
cause then he’d work night 
and day on city business. 
He always gave 110 percent 
to the city, his work and his 
family. He loved his fam-
ily and of course they came 
fi rst in his life. He was just 
a fi ne man and he’s going to 
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East Lincoln defensive end headlines all-conference team. PAGE 4

Matz named defensive player of the year

CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS IN BEAUTIFUL HISTORIC LINCOLNTON
Visit Santa & Mrs. Claus at the

Santa House
NE Court Square

 Every Thursday, Friday &

Saturday ~ 5pm-8pm

Free!

Enjoy a beautiful

Carriage Ride
 leaving from 100 block of East Main

Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday 

6:30pm-9:30pm 

Cash only, no reservations

59th Annual Christmas Parade
Sunday, Nov. 26 at 4 p.m.

Tree Lighting Ceremony and

Clock Dedication after the parade.

Fate of locally raised turkeys uncertainDevin Rhyne’s 

integrity, work 

ethic praised
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ABOVE: Turkeys raised at Riverbend Heritage Farm in Stanley. 

Processor closing leaves farmers wondering what’s next
MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Staff Writer

Most of the turkeys that will grace ta-
bles during Thanksgiving will come from 
large, commercial farms where the ani-
mals are raised entirely in climate-con-
trolled buildings away from the public 
eye. Forty-six million turkeys are eat-
en each Thanksgiving, according to the 
National Turkey Federation. A combi-
nation of six states account for nearly 
two-thirds of the turkeys produced in the 
United States during 2017, according to 

the United States Department of Agricul-
ture. The largest turkey producing state is 
Minnesota, at 42.5 million turkeys, with 
North Carolina in second place, produc-
ing 34 million turkeys. 

There are locally raised, more sustain-
able alternatives to turkeys raised behind 
closed doors. Riverbend Heritage Farm 
operated by Duane Smith and his fami-
ly, located a stone’s throw over the Gas-
ton County border off Highway 16, raises 
turkeys, chickens, ducks and geese. Peo-
ple driving back and forth from Lincoln 

County to Gaston County can watch the 
birds as they grow to size in their pas-
tures.

Smith’s introduction to farming came 
through history. He was a history ma-
jor in college and worked a historic farm 
interpreter and manager at several liv-
ing history museums when he gradu-
ated. His specialty was historic agricul-
ture and his interest in heritage breeds of 
livestock and poultry led him to start up 

See TURKEYS, page 6

LTN File

Former Lincolnton 
Councilman Devin Rhyne, 
pictured above, passed 
away on Thursday.

See RHYNE, page 6

The Donut Hut, hot and fresh, rolls into Lincoln County

Michelle T. Bernard / Lincoln Times-News

Hailey Smith Cornwell passes out a box of fresh doughnuts from The Donut Hut on Saturday.

MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Staff Writer

A box of doughnuts is usually a 
welcome gift, especially for some-
one with a sweet tooth. Lincolnton 
resident, Hailey Smith Cornwell re-
ceived the ultimate sweet treat – a 
food truck completely outfi tted to sell 
fresh doughnuts. 

Before they got married, Cornwell 
and her then fi ancé, Jeffrey, were dis-
cussing starting up a side business to 
have fun with and bring in a little ex-
tra money.

“I mentioned that my parents had a 
doughnut shop up north and they had 
talked about doing a mobile trailer,” 
she said. “We sat down and talked 
about it with them and they said that 
they didn’t have a problem helping us 
out and that we could take the trail-
er and run our business for a while to 
see if it’s something that we wanted 

to do.”
Because they live in a beach town 

in Delaware, Cornwell’s parents’ 
busy season is from March to Sep-
tember so the trailer wasn’t being 
used at the time that they talked. Jef-
frey Cornwell, who is an electrician 
by trade, has some restaurant experi-
ence, from working in a kitchen for a 
short time. Hailey has extensive res-
taurant experience and has a hospi-
tality degree from Johnson & Wales 
University. She spent approximately 
a year in Delaware managing her par-
ents’ doughnut shop, “The Fractured 
Prune Donut Shop,” which has been 
open for 10 years.

The couple decided to take Corn-
well’s parents up on the deal and 
started to operate “The Donut 
Hut” in July. They use the same 

See DONUT, page 3


