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Weather
Today: AM Clouds, 70
Tonight: Cloudy, 43

Thursday: Cloudy, 66
Thursday night: Cloudy, 53

Friday: Cloudy, 81

Lincoln County Schools buses hit the road

TODAY IN SPORTS

NCHSAA extends suspension

Obituaries

No spring sports until at least May 18. PAGE 4
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Lincoln County Schools buses hit 
the road on Monday carrying precious 
cargo. Not students, but breakfast and 
lunches for those families who had not 
made it to one of the eight pick-up loca-
tions established by the district the week 
before. Twelve buses were put into ser-
vice to deliver meals and if necessary, 
learning packages. 

Monday was the first day that meals 
were delivered, and superintendent Dr. 
Lory Morrow said that the district plans 
to continue to deliver meals as needed 
throughout school closure. 

“This is another way we can reach 
out to the community and make sure 
our kids and their families are fed,” said 
Morrow as she handed out bags contain-
ing lunches and breakfasts to guardians. 
“Especially if they haven’t had transpor-
tation or been able come through one of 
our feeding sites. We’re going to have 
feeding sites open as well as running 
buses to try to reach as many families as 
we possibly can.”

Cindy Adams, who has been driv-
ing bus and working as a teacher’s as-
sistant with Lincoln County Schools for 
almost 10 years, drove the bus on what 
was her regular route for Love Memo-

rial School. Both the preparation and 
giving out of meals at feeding sites and 
delivery of meals and learning packages 
is a way that the district is keeping their 
employees working so they can contin-
ue to get paid.

“There’s a math lesson in this you 
know,” Morrow said with a laugh as she 
organized meals and cartons of milk in 
preparation for the next stop.

Last Monday, teachers called every 
student to ask if they needed food or any-
thing else. The feeding sites opened last 
Wednesday at eight different schools.

“The goal is to get the food to the 
community as fast and efficiently as we 

can,” Morrow said. “We daily get calls 
at our schools from people requesting 
meals or were unable to come and get 
their work packets last week. The good 
thing about this is as word is getting out, 
we’re getting more and more people 
reaching out so we can serve them.”

It’s not customary for Morrow to be 
riding on a school bus. The last time she 
rode one was earlier in the year when 
they were testing cameras. In light of the 
interruption of regular education, school 
administration and staff are stepping up 

Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News

LEFT: Lincoln County Schools buses were loaded with food and taken on the road to deliver to those students who needed meals. RIGHT: Tanya Blight, a 
teacher’s assistant at Love Memorial hands meals to a parent on Monday.. 
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Edge Factor
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Lincoln Economic Development As-
sociation has launched a partnership 
with Edge Factor to engage the commu-
nity. Edge Factor is an online platform 
that equips educators with real-life sto-
ries that spark teachable moments and 
turnkey learning resources that link to 
local career opportunities and show 
how STEAM comes alive in the com-
munity. 

“About five years ago, we devel-
oped the manufacturer’s curriculum 
in the schools,” John Dancoff, LEDA 
business development manager said. 
“We tried to figure out a way to get 
the kids interested because we knew in 
eighth grade, they start on their career 
paths. Edge Factor was started thanks 
to my predecessor, Kara Brown, who 
searched for ways to come up with a 
way to excite eighth graders about a ca-
reer in manufacturing.”

Brown discovered Edge Factor and 
brought the group to Lincolnton to 
present to eighth graders. Later in the 
evening, the parents would be invited 
come in for a similar presentation. The 
production came with an Edge Fac-
tor online membership which is a tool 
teachers can use as well as students. It 

isn’t just manufacturing, there’s math 

applications, soft skills, science, engi-

neering and other resources.

With the new partnership LEDA 

has through Edge Factor, the website, 

https://www.edgefactor.com/lincolnnc 

is now free to anyone in Lincoln Coun-

ty. There are videos about what pro-

grams Gaston College offers, career 

training opportunities in the county, lo-

cal career opportunities and an explora-

tion of different career paths, 

“Any one in Lincoln County can go 

to the website and use what it offers 

without charge,” Dancoff said. “We’re 

now hoping that we not only reach reg-

ular students but also homeschool stu-

dents and adults.”

The purpose of the Edge Factor web-

site is to build the community and 

strengthen local economy. It’s intended 

that communities use Edge Factor for 

everything from skill development, to 

career pathway planning, and connect-

ing with local businesses.

For more information on Edge Fac-

tor, contact LEDA at (704) 732-1511 or 

via email at leda@lincolneda.org. The 

Edge Factor website is https://www.

edgefactor.com/lincolnnc
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In an effort to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19, on Monday, Gov. Roy 
Cooper ordered some businesses closed 
by Wednesday as well as banning gath-
erings of more than 50 people. These 
businesses include gyms, movie the-
aters, nail and hair salons, barbershops 
and massage therapists. Grocery stores 
will remain open.

“Please don’t over buy at the grocery 
store,” he said in a press conference. 
“I’ve had almost all of the grocery store 
officials on the phone and they contin-
ue to tell me that supply lines are open. 
They’re also hiring former restaurant 
employees. I appreciate those that con-
tinue to grow and supply our food.”

He also extended the closure of pub-
lic schools for in person instruction un-
til May 15.

“This is what we need to do to stop 
the spread of this virus,” Cooper said. 
“I’m committed to ensuring that our 
students get as much education as they 
can this year.”

Last week, Cooper banned mass 
gatherings of more than 100 people, 
closed schools through at least the end 
of March and banned dine-in service at 
restaurants and bars.

Christian Ministry of Lincoln County 
is continuing their work to help those 
that need it. Contrary to some rumors, 
they are not out of funds, according to 
Christian Ministry executive director 
Mitzi Williams. They do have a daily 
limit that they have to abide by.

“I’ve heard a lot of different people 
say that they were stopped and told this 
person needed help because Christian 
Ministry couldn’t help them,” Williams 
said. “I think people are trying to use 
people. People need to call and check 
with us if they have a question. We 
have funds and food available, just like 
we do every day.”

The ministry has opened their show-
ers back up to those that need them. 
The lobby is also open but limited to 10 
people. If the ministry knows of a se-
nior that does qualify as a client, they 
are delivering boxes to them, so they 
don’t have to go out. Volunteers are 
needed to help with delivery.

“Christian Ministry has never been 
in the position that we’re in now,” Wil-
liams said. “We have two things go-
ing on – one, our supporters are go-
ing through a crisis in their own world, 
whether it’s the churches that aren’t 

See LCS, page  3
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