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Obituaries
Harold “Captain Jack” Beach

Joann Stevens Harrill

Jacky “Jack” Ray Light

Linda Sue Lingerfelt Mull 

Sylvester “Bud” Oaks, Jr.

Cyril Lee Hammer Jr. “Poppy”

Gerald “Jerry” Allen Wolf

TODAY IN SPORTS

SF2A could be entering final season.
Conference realignment could break up league. PAGE 4

MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

Imagine the stories Essie Hill 
Foster could tell. Foster, who cur-
rently resides at Lincolnton Re-
habilitation Center celebrated her 
102nd birthday on Saturday. Due 
to COVID restrictions, she wasn’t 
able to celebrate with her large 
family in person, but they still 
gathered to honor this momentous 
occasion.

When Foster was born in Lin-

coln County on June 27, 1918, 

the Spanish Flu was raging just 

as COVID-19 is today. At that 

time, the life expectancy was 36.9 

years for men and 42.2 for wom-

en. When Foster was just two years 

old, women were allowed to vote 

for the first time. Foster’s lived 
through 17 presidents. When she 

was nine, Charles Lindberg made 

his first trans-Atlantic flight from 

New York to Paris. When the Great 
Depression began in 1929, Foster 
was 11. The Empire State Building 
was completed when Foster was 
14 and she was 16 when FDR was 
elected president. 

Married to the late William Pete 
Foster for over 50 years, they had 
10 children. Eight of them are still 
living. She also has a host of grand-

Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News

ABOVE: A lifelong Lincoln County resident, Essie Hill Foster, turned 102 on Saturday. BELOW: Her 
children and large extended family came to wish her a Happy Birthday.

See FOSTER, page 3

Lincoln County to front approximately $800,000 to fund 

Chromebook purchases for LCS students
MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

It was a last-minute addition to the agenda, that had 
the most discussion, some of it heated, at a specially 
called meeting of the Lincoln County Board of Edu-
cation held on Thursday, June 25. Board members 
unanimously approved the recommendation to accept 
funding from Lincoln County to purchase additional 
Chromebooks for the district. This funding is intended 
to bring students to the level of one to one technology 
(one standard device for each student and teacher). It’s 
being offered in light of the difficulties experienced by 
many students during remote learning necessitated by 
COVID-19 and the onset of online testing. This was 
introduced as a deal worked through by board member 
D. Todd Wulfhorst and Lincoln County commissioner 
Bud Cesena.

The district currently has an inventory of approxi-
mately 7,000 Chromebooks. In order to provide de-
vices for every student, grades three to 12 and their 
teachers, the district would need approximately 10,478 
devices. Some funding has been allocated through the 
CARES Act which will allow the purchase of 1,313 

Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News

School is likely to look very different for students in August. 

N.C. Sheriff’s 

Association responds 

to questions involving 

carrying a concealed 

weapon and wearing 

a COVID-19 mask
Staff Report

LINCOLNTON - Questions have arisen about in-
formation circulating on social media regarding the 
ability of persons with a valid concealed handgun 
permit to carry a concealed handgun while wearing 
a mask.

 Senate Bill 704 Temporarily Authorizes Masks in 
Public for Health & Safety Due to COVID-19          

With the enactment in May, 2020 of Section 4 of 
Senate Bill 704, a person is now temporarily autho-
rized to wear a mask in public and on private prem-
ises (such as in a shopping mall) for the “purpose of 
ensuring the physical health or safety of the wearer 
or others.”  The person wearing a mask for health 
or safety reasons must remove the mask upon the 
request of a law enforcement officer during a traf-
fic stop (including at a checkpoint or roadblock) or 
criminal investigation.

 This temporary authorization expires on Aug. 1.  
If the General Assembly does not extend this tempo-
rary provision of law, it will again be a Class 1 mis-
demeanor for any person to wear a mask in public 
(including those with a concealed handgun permit 
whether or not they are carrying a concealed hand-
gun) unless one of the other exceptions described 
above applies.

“Law enforcement personnel are not authorized to 
criminally enforce the Face Covering requirements 
of this Executive Order against individual workers, 

Lincolnton woman turns 102

Weather
Today: Cloudy, 90

Tonight: Partly Cloudy, 70
Tuesday: Cloudy, 88

Tuesday night: T-Storms, 67 

Wednesday: T-Storms, 85

See SCHOOL, page 8

See COVID, page 3


