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This local country boy who also happens to be a suc-
cessful singer/songwriter is giving back again because, 
well, that’s what country boys do. In early 2020, Shane 
Willis organized a concert to aid three men fighting 
cancer, Nathan Setzer, Jesse “BJ” Truesdale and Bob-
by Turner. Unfortunately, both Truesdale and Turner 
have since passed. When Willis learned that Setzer’s 
wife, Angie and another longtime friend, Kelly Ed-
wards have been diagnosed with cancer, he stepped up 
to help. 

One of the singer’s popular singles is entitled, “That’s 
What Country Boys Do” and that’s become his motto 
for what he’s doing to help these people suffering from 
cancer. It’s not just cancer though. Willis has formed 
a foundation called “That’s What Country Boys Do” 
which won’t be limited to just cancer.

“It might be if somebody’s house burned down,” he 
said. “We’re going to do all that we can to help people.”

A cancer benefit concert will be held for Angie Setzer 
and Kelly Edwards on Saturday, June 12 beginning at 
3 p.m. with a truck show at Ramsey Farm. Music will 
begin at 5 p.m. with the lineup including Brian Robin-
son, Roger Fournier, Vinny D, Bailey Marie Griggs, 
316 Band and Shane Willis.

General admission tickets are $10 and available on-
line at https://www.shanewillismusic.com. Ramsey 
Farm is an outdoor venue and located at 1616 Ramsey 
Farm Trail in Crouse. Rain date will be Sunday, June 

13.

Willis will also be playing at the fireworks concert 
at East Lincoln High School on June 26 and National 
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Weather
Today: TStorms, 86
Tonight: Cloudy, 66

Thursday: Sun and Clouds, 86 

Thursday night: Showers, 68 
Friday: Scattered TStorms, 89   

Obituaries
Barry Lee Bruce 
Marcus Gladden

Sandy Diane Gilbert Lovelace
Helen Faye Crawford Mabrey

Maggie Bell Maddox 

James Stuart Mullen 
John William Stroupe 

Loretta Pernell Gilbert Whitesides 
Elliott “Eddie” Franklin Williams

 

The ‘country boy’ does it again
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One of the most important aspects of 
a boy scout’s journey is the completion 
of an Eagle Scout Service Project. As de-
fined by the Boy Scouts of America, the 
Eagle Scout Service Project, or simply 
Eagle Project, must be evaluated primar-
ily on impact — the extent of benefit to 
the religious institution, school, or com-
munity and on the leadership provided 
by the candidate.  There must also be ev-
idence of planning and development. Ea-
gle Projects are discussed and reviewed 
by the beneficiary and then approval is 
obtained by troop and council represen-
tatives prior to any work being done.

Two such Eagle Projects have recent-
ly been completed benefiting the local 
community. One at Emmanuel Luther-
an Church in Lincolnton and the other at 
Lincolnton High School.

Jadon Rhyne, a life scout of Troop 75, 
completed his Eagle Project at Emmanu-
el Lutheran Church in March. The proj-
ect involved the creation of a prayer gar-
den which was something Rhyne wanted 

to do for his church after discussing the 
plan with the pastor.  

Although the plan had been approved 
last October, due to weather and COV-
ID challenges, the project was delayed 
until spring. This allowed Rhyne ad-
ditional time to work with businesses, 
family and friends and establishing his 
workday.   

On the day of the project, Rhyne led 
a team of his fellow scouts and leaders 
cleaning the area, installing pavers, lay-
ing rocks, installing multiple benches 
and a statue. The area was previously 
unused by the church between build-
ings and now provides an area where in-
dividuals can share a moment of rever-
ence. 

Another member of Troop 75 and a 
life scout, Evan Reed completed his Ea-
gle Project at Lincolnton High School in 
May. Reed approached the school’s ad-
ministration with the desire to do some-
thing that would benefit the exception 

Local Eagle Scout projects benefit the community and build character
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Evan Reed, a member of Troop 75 recently completed his Eagle Project 
which include a bocce court for EC students at Lincolnton High School.
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It wasn’t unanimous approval, but the Lincoln 
County 2021-2022 budget is now in the books. 
The public hearing on the budget, which in-
cludes a two cents tax increase, was held at the 
commissioner’s meeting held Monday. The cur-
rent tax rate is .599 (2021), the new tax rate will 
be .619 (2022). Commissioners Bud Cesena and 
Carrol Mitchem voted against the budget. 

“I greatly appreciate all the work that went 
into this budget,” Cesena said. “I’m not in fa-
vor of the general budget, not because Kelly and 
the staff haven’t done a great job as they have. 
I believe that they should take the additional $2 
million out of fund balance. That’s as simple as 
I can make it.“

Mitchem noted that most people knew where 
he stood on a tax increase.

“I think the money could be taken out of the 
fund balance and we wouldn’t have to have this 
tax increase,” he said. “I’m going to vote against 
it because I don’t think the tax needs to be raised 
when the revaluation coming up. Doing a bud-
get is a lot of work, it’s tiresome and worrisome, 
everyone has their own agenda, and they want 
money. If you want more, somebody’s going to 
have to pay for it. You know whose pocket it’s 
going to come out of, mine and yours. Every-
body expects too much out of local government. 
For those of you who think you can do a better 
job, there’ll be an election for county commis-
sioners in December. Put your name on the bal-
lot.”

Commissioner Milton Sigmon pointed out 
that some media sources had reported that sur-
rounding counties weren’t raising their tax rates, 
but Lincoln County is lagging behind other 
counties in revenue from industry and without 
raising taxes to prepare for potential industry, 
the county couldn’t remain competitive.

Anita McCall referenced all the comments 
commissioners have received on the budget tell-
ing the audience that they’ve worked for many, 
many hours on the budget and that because she 
lived in Lincolnton, she paid both city and coun-
ty taxes.

“I’m not in favor of raising taxes,” she said. 
“But I’m also a logical person and I realize that 
with everything, there’s a small amount of infla-
tion as well as we have additional services going 
to both East and West Lincoln to make things 
better.”

Referencing the tax decrease two budget 
years ago (the proposed budget at the time, in-
cluded and expected to be set at .611 property 
tax rate but the board decided during the bud-
get public hearing to reduce it to .599) McCall 
said that this was not a tax increase, but level-
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Local singer/songwriter Shane Willis is doing another benefit concert for his friends Angie Setzer and 
Kelly Edwards (pictured with him below) who are fighting cancer.

Local singer/songwriter organizes his second concert in two years to assist local 

cancer patients


