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WeatherObituaries
John Thomas Adair

James Edward “Pete” Barnes
Andre Lemar Bess

Nora Eunice Scronce Gutyar

Today: Mostly Sunny, 52
Tonight: Mostly Sunny, 56

Saturday: Sunny, 52
Saturday night: Mostly Clear, 31

Sunday: Sunny, 62

‘White Paper’ 

to premiere on 

Monday
MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

After two days of film-
ing over the summer and 
many more hours of ed-
iting, the “White Paper” 
is finished and will be 
premiered on Veteran’s 
Day. The film was the 
result of a collaboration 
between Helms Produc-
tions, owned by Michael 
Helms, a local filmmak-
er who lives in Lincoln-
ton and Thunder Over 
Carolina, Inc. It is based 
loosely on the story of 
the Battle at Ramsour’s 
Mill.

“I had originally sched-
uled about three months 
of post-production but it 
really only took me six 
weeks,” he said. “Typi-
cally on a shoot you’ll try 
to get in several 12 hour 
days but you still don’t 
always get what you 
need. What’s awesome 
with this film is that I was 
able to get everything I 
needed and maybe a lit-
tle more than I needed in 
two, six hour days. I’ve 
never accomplished that 
before.”

The title of the film 
came from the use of 
small piece of white pa-
per (or cloth) the patriot 
militiamen put in their 
hats to designate them as 
patriots. Except for loy-
alists Lt. Col. Moore and 
Major Welch, the North 
Carolinians on both sides 
of the fight didn’t have 
uniforms. The loyal-
ists used a green twig as 
proof of their allegiance.

“When I was writing 
the script for it, the main 
thing was to capture the 
tragedy of this whole 
resident war going on in 
Lincoln County and the 
irony that the patriots 
used the piece of white 
paper to differentiate 
themselves from the en-
emy,” said Helms during 
an interview while the 

film was being shot. “It 
actually turned out to be 
detrimental as it provid-
ed the enemy with easy 
targets. It’s ironic and 
tragic at the same time.”

After the battle, it was 
discovered that many of 
the deceased patriots had 
bullets shot through the 
“bull’s eye” of the white 
symbol in their hats.

The Battle of 
Ramsour’s Mill will cel-
ebrate its 240th anniver-
sary on June 20, 2020. 
The play, “Thunder Over 
Carolina” will return 
with a slightly rewritten 
script. Both Chris Stone 
and Ryan Gurganious, 
who acted in the “White 
Paper” are slated to take 
part in the 2020 produc-
tion which will be shown 
at the James W. Warren 
Citizens Center. 

The film will be uti-
lized both as promotion 
for “Thunder Over Caro-
lina,” Battle Week 2020 
and entered into film fes-
tivals by Helms.

“Being a filmmaker, I 
thought it would be good 
to kill two birds with one 
stone and I could get a 
short film out of it and 
we could use portions of 
it for promotional mate-
rial,” he said. “I wanted 
to be able to lend my ser-
vices to ‘Thunder Over 
Carolina.’ Ultimately, I 
don’t think it’s for me, 
it’s for ‘Thunder’ but I 
get the benefit of having 
made another film.”

Gurganious, has acted 
in numerous local theat-
rical productions, includ-
ing “Thunder” but this is 
the first time he’s done 
on-film acting.

“It’s definitely differ-
ent from theater,” he said 
in an interview during 
the filming. “The differ-
ence is the intimacy of 
the camera versus being 

See FILM, page 8
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ABOVE: Union Elementary School students sing for local veterans. BELOW LEFT: Students wrote 
messages on place mats for veterans. BELOW RIGHT: WWII Veteran Lewis Heavner receives a gift 
for being the oldest veteran in attendance at the annual veteran’s breakfast held at Union Elementary 
School.

Union Elementary 

holds annual veteran’s 

breakfast

MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

The “heartbeat” of Lincoln County has moved to its own 
facility. Formerly housed in the same building as the Lincoln 
County Sheriff’s Office, the Lincoln County Communications 
Center is now located on Hollis Henderson Drive in Lincoln-
ton.

“This new building gives us much needed space,” William 
Gibbs, the county communications director, said. “The ad-
ministrative staff were sharing offices, two in each office. Our 
people were really close together on the dispatch floor. When 
you’ve got radios talking, people on the phone talking and all 
these conversations going on at one time, it all blends together 
and creates a difficult area to work in.”

Now, each of the administrative staff has their own office, 
the people who work on the dispatch floor have ample space 
and separation from co-workers, there’s a separate training 
room and an upgraded break and kitchen area. 

Lincoln County 911 relocates to new facility

Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News

The dispatch floor of the new Lincoln County Communications Center

MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

As they have for many years, the staff and stu-

dents at Union Elementary School opened their doors 
and offered a hearty breakfast to local veterans, their 
spouses and families. This has been an annual event 
which began in the media center with maybe 30 lo-

cal veterans and has more than quadrupled over the 
years. It’s now held in the gymnasium at the school. 
There were 175 seats put out and just about every one 
of them was filled.

“It’s a very humbling opportunity for our students 
to be able to see and understand the value of a vet-

See UNION, page 3

TODAY IN SPORTS

All four county teams in action on the final night of the regular season. PAGE 4

Football finales

See 911, page 2
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