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Relay for Life to be held out of
Lincoln County this year

$1.00

Sheriff’s detectives
investigating
‘Snatch and Grab’
robbery
Staff Report

Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News

This year’s Relay for Life event will be held in Gaston County at Gaston College in Dallas.
MICHELLE T. BERNARD
Senior Staff Writer

The annual Relay for Life event
is something that a lot of people in
the community plan for and look forward to each year. Normally, downtown Lincolnton gets painted purple
to bring awareness to cancer and the
upcoming Relay for Life event. That
doesn’t seem to be the case this year.
COVID forced the event virtual last year. In 2019, which was the
25th anniversary for Lincolnton’s
chapter and 20th for the East Lincoln
chapter, the event was co-hosted by
the two chapters at Lincolnton High
School’s football stadium. This year,
Relay for Life will be held live, however, it’s no longer being held in Lincoln County. Relay for Life Lincoln
joined with Gaston County Relay and
the event will be held at Gaston Col-

lege in Dallas this Saturday.
One diehard supporter of Relay
is Terri Lou Salmon. She’s been involved since 2002. At first, she was
a team participant with Daniels Lutheran Church.
“In 2004 I joined the team at Union
Elementary School as a participant,
followed by 14 years as the team captain of the Union team,” she said. “I
served several roles with Relay as I
joined the Lincoln County committee
and worked with planning the yearly event. I have worked with various groups on the county committee
which have included publicity, fundraising, survivor’s meal and luminaries.”
Salmon does Relay because cancer
has attacked those that she loved and
needed the most in her life.
“I lost my mother to cancer in

1961,” she said. “She was 23 years
old; I was only 2. Losing my mother at such a young age has had a tremendous impact on every single day
of my life. In the 50s and 60s cancer diagnosis and treatment were not
readily accessible to say the least.
During that time, anyone diagnosed
with cancer were surely devastated and death was prominent. Most
families did not discuss cancer treatments, doctors, or medical procedures which had emotional impacts.”
Not only did Salmon lose her
mother, but she also lost her father,
both grandmothers, uncles, aunts,
cousins to various types of cancer.
There is some positive news in that
other close family members have
survived cancer with early detection.

LINCOLNTON - Lincoln County Sheriff’s
detectives are investigating a “Snatch and Grab”
robbery at the QuikTrip Convenience Store at
7259 NC 73 Highway in Denver.
Deputies were dispatched to the business
around 2:00 a.m. on July 17 after the clerk on
duty reported the incident with a 911 call to the
Lincoln County Communications Center. The
clerk told Detective D. Hendrix that he was
working in an area of the store away from where
the cash registers are located when the incident
occurred.
The subjects arrived at the store about 30 minutes before the theft and moved to various parking spaces around the store while waiting for the
store to be empty of customers.
The male and female came into the store,
walked to the cash register stand, stepped over
the access door and went to the cash registers.
They were able to open both cash registers in
operation, remove all the paper money and
calmly walk out of the store.
The suspects left in what appears to be a gray
or silver four-door Infiniti with the female driving.
The female was wearing a white long-sleeved
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Area children learn real world safety
MICHELLE T. BERNARD
Senior Staff Writer

Children attending summer camp
at the Lincolnton YMCA this week
had the opportunity to attend a class
taught by Katie McConnell. The
classes are real world safety classes
designed specifically for children
developed by the Monique Burr
Foundation. McConnell is a former
licensed practical nurse at Charlotte Radiology and a graduate of
Lincolnton High School, who felt
a calling to start working with children at the Lincoln County Child
Advocacy Center.
“I applied for the forensic interviewing position at the CAC and
Sherry called me back and said she
had an opportunity for me as the
outreach coordinator and be the
back-up forensic interviewer,” she
said. “I felt a pull to do this and
serve children and I wanted a career
change.”
The Monique Burr Foundation
was started by Edward E. Burr in
1997 on the one-year anniversary
of the death of Monique Burr, his
late wife, to continue her legacy of
child protection and child advocacy.
Research shows that 95% of sexual abuse is preventable through
education, which is why the founders created MBF Prevention Edu-

cation Programs. The prevention
program educates and empowers
children and relevant adults with
information and strategies to prevent, recognize, and respond appropriately to the four types of
child abuse (physical, emotional,
sexual, and neglect), exploitation,
bullying, cyberbullying, human
trafficking, digital abuse, and other
digital dangers.
“We’ve been doing these trainings ever since schools went back
in,” Lincoln County Child Advocacy Center Director Sherry Reinhardt said. “This summer we’re
doing it in day camps. We’re never
going to investigate our way out of
these crimes. We’re going to have
to educate children and adults to
keep them safe.”
The program teaches children
five rules: know what’s up; spot
red flags; make a move; talk it up;
and no blame/no shame.
“It’s unfortunate that we’re in
times that children have to learn
something like this – how to be
safe and recognizing danger,” McConnell said. “At the same time,
it’s empowering them to say no
when they feel like they don’t have
control over a situation or can’t
control who touches their body.
I feel like we’re giving them the
Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News
power to say that it’s their body.” Katie McConnell teaches a safety class to children during camp at the Lincolnton YMCA.
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Obituaries
Alice “Diane” Allison
Zelma Ella Johnson Clippard
Jean Robinson Gibson
Barbara Heavner McDavid

Shawn Weston Pressley
John Reginald Sigmon
Carl Moore Smith
Helen Gibson Tate

Today: Partly Cloudy, 91
Tonight: Cloudy, 66
Thursday: Mostly Sunny, 91
Thursday night: Cloudy, 67
Friday: Mostly Sunny, 90

