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Added on to the end of the agenda 
at the Lincoln County Board of Com-
missioners regular meeting on Mon-
day night was the subject of providing 
Lincoln County Schools with addi-
tional funding to purchase laptops. 
Interim Superintendent Dr. Aaron Al-
len told the board that the projected 
timeframe to obtain Chromebooks 
was approximately eight months 
and if they waited until July to order 
more, they likely wouldn’t arrive be-
fore the school year ends.

“We currently still don’t have the 
devices in that were ordered in July,” 
he said. “Those are still somewhere 
in China, I guess. What we were pro-
jected to have hasn’t come true yet. 
We’re told they’ll be here in Janu-
ary.”

The additional laptops would be 

for K-second grade students, teach-
ers and for spare units. Back in June, 
at a specially called meeting of the 
Lincoln County Board of Educa-
tion, board members unanimously 
approved the recommendation to 
accept funding from Lincoln Coun-
ty to purchase additional Chrome-
books for the district for grade three 
through 12 students. This funding 
was intended to bring students to the 
level of one-to-one technology (one 
standard device for each student and 
teacher). This additional funding was 
offered in light of the difficulties ex-
perienced by many students during 
remote learning necessitated by CO-
VID-19 and the onset of online test-
ing. This was introduced as a deal 
worked through by board member D. 
Todd Wulfhorst and Lincoln County 
commissioner Bud Cesena.

“The county is going to take care 

of up to $782,940,” Cesena said at 
the meeting in June. “We realize 
that this will be an ongoing expense. 
The school system has to use up to 
$500,000 of the quarter cent sales 
tax for the ongoing expenses and the 
county will cover whatever is needed 
afterwards.”

The arrangement was for LCS to 
purchase the additional Chrome-
books, present the bill to the county 
and they’ll be paid back. The funds 
will come out of county’s fund bal-
ance, according to Cesena. When 
County Manager Kelly Atkins 
learned of the issue of lack of tech-
nology at the schools, Cesena said, 
he acted in a proactive manner and 
met with Wulfhorst, Belcher, Mor-
row and arranged to get the addition-
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Weather

Today: Sunny, 54
Tonight: Few Clouds, 27

Thursday: Cloudy, 53 

Thursday night: Cloudy, 30  
Friday: Partly Cloudy, 52   

Lincoln County Commissioners provide up 

to $1.3 million to Lincoln County Schools to 

purchase more Chromebooks
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Two men charged 

with shooting into 

occupied property 

in 2020 arrested

Staff Report

LINCOLNTON – Two people have been ar-
rested in connection with shooting into an oc-
cupied Willis Road, Vale dwelling on Nov. 1, 
2020.

Seth Paul Franklin, 26, of O P Drive, Lawn-
dale turned himself in at the Lincoln County 
magistrate’s office on Jan. 11, 2021.  He was 
served felony warrants for discharging a firearm 
into occupied property and conspiracy.  Frank-
lin was placed in the Harven A. Crouse Deten-
tion Center under a $25,000 secured bond.

Robert James Waldrop, 32, of Forest Morri-
son Road, Lawndale who is in the Cleveland 
County Detention Center was served felony 
warrants for shooting into an occupied property 
and conspiracy.  He was placed under a no bond 
hold on the Lincoln County charges.

The residents of the home on Willis Road 
told officers they were sleeping in the bedroom 
when gunshots from a passing vehicle struck 
the home.  The gunshots struck the walls of the 
living room, a spare bedroom and the garage.  
No one was injured in the incident.
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In a rollout the likes of which have not 
been seen in recent memory, vehicles 
wrapped around Atrium Health Lincoln on 
Monday as the hospital started mass vac-
cination of 75+ year old Lincoln County 
citizens. 

“We’ll be operating seven days a week 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. for as long as it 
takes,” Teresa Watson, facility executive at 
Atrium Health Lincoln said. 

All Lincoln County residents can sign up 
at https://my.atriumhealth.org/ utilizing an 
existing account or creating a new one. It 
is not necessary to be an Atrium patient or 
to be 75 years or older to sign up at this 
time. Individuals will be called when they 
have an appointment scheduled. There is a 
short form to be filled out. Vaccinations are 
currently being done pursuant to Phase 1b 
which includes those individuals who are 
75 years old or older.

Phase 1b is being done in three groups. 
The first group is those 75 years or older 
regardless of medical condition or living 

Atrium Health Lincoln rolls out 

coronavirus vaccine
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ABOVE: Nick Wilson administers a coronavirus vaccine to Bud Boyles. BELOW: Lincoln County 
residents wait for their coronavirus vaccine.
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Lincoln County residents line up for vaccinations
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The Lincolnton City Council held their first 
meeting of 2021 virtually last Thursday. This 
was Ritchie Haynes’ first meeting as City Man-
ager, and he was applauded by councilmembers 
for heading up such a quick meeting.

At this meeting, an application from Lincoln-
ton Planning Department requesting amend-
ment of the City of Lincolnton Abandoned 
Structures Ordinance to comply with recent-
ly adopted state enabling legislation, Chapter 
160D and to outline the appeal process was ap-
proved unanimously.

Three more applications from Lincolnton 
Planning Department, one requesting amend-
ment of the City of Lincolnton Non-Residential 
Building Standards Ordinance, one requesting 
amendment of the City of Lincolnton Minimum 
Housing Standards Ordinance and the last re-
questing amendment of the Unified Develop-
ment Ordinance to comply with recently ad-
opted state enabling legislation (Chapter 160D) 
were approved unanimously.

Leon Harmon was nominated to fill a vacan-
cy of an unexpired term of the Lincolnton ABC 
Board.

It was voted to extend the availability of 
emergency paid leave relative to the Fami-
lies First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA), 
which expired on Dec. 31, 2020. was extended 
until June 30. According to Human Resources 
Director Tanya Osborne, there are several city 
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