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Weather
Today: Mostly Cloudy, 79

Tonight: Cloudy, 63
Thursday: Partly Cloudy, 81 

Thursday night: Clear, 63 
Friday: Partly Cloudy, 83   

Obituaries

West Lincoln Library offers a 

multitude of benefits to the community

MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

A Denver resident hit the jackpot 
with her first animated film, “Ori-
gin,” being selected for the 12th an-
nual Joedance Film Festival. The 
festival will run virtually, Thurs-
day-Saturday, Aug. 5-7. Origin was 
directed by Savannah College of 
Art and Design graduate Katherine 
Sisak.

Not originally from Denver, Si-
sak has family in the area. Her 
mother was an English as a second 
language teacher, so she grew up 
abroad. After she graduated from 
high school, Sisak took a year off to 
figure out what she wanted to study 
in college.

“I knew I wanted to do something 
art-related,” she said. “I explored a 
couple of different things. I heard 
about SCAD from one of my moth-
er’s co-workers who had a friend go 
there. Around the same time, I dis-
covered animation and had started 
playing around with the software. I 
heard SCAD had a great animation 
program, so I decided to attend.”

The idea for the film came about 
during Sisak’s junior year while 
she was taking courses at SCAD 
virtually due to COVID.

“At that time, I was taking a 
concept development class where 
you had to come up with ideas for 
short films,” she said. “Having al-
ways been a fan of the superheroes 
genre, I wanted to do something in 
that field. I also wanted it to reflect 
the mood of uncertainty that was 
happening at the time. I thought, 
what if there’s this comic book ob-
sessed kid who just stumbles across 
this secret layer in his dad’s office 
building. The more I thought about 
the genre, superheroes and super-
villains are similar visually-speak-
ing. Usually, it’s up to the audience 
to differentiate the two. I thought it 
would be fun to play off that and 
would be a good visual challenge.”

At SCAD during students’ junior 
year, they get the opportunity to 
pitch their short film idea. A certain 
number of them get approved for 
senior films. Sisak’s film was one 
of the ones chosen. 

“Over the summer I met my team 
and we started developing it,” she 
said. “It took about a year to com-
plete.”

Once the basic script has been 
completed, a director must decide 

Denver resident among 26 filmmakers chosen to showcase film 

virtually at Joedance Film Festival

Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News

Parents can bring their children to the West Lincoln Library and work on whatever they want to while their 
children, of all ages, can enjoy what the library has to offer.

Contributed

A short film directed by Savannah College of Art and Design graduate and Denver 
resident, Katherine Sisak, is to be shown at the Joedance Film Festival on August 7.

MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

The new library in the western side 
of the county is a Taj Mahal of librar-
ies. It’s been designed with amenities 
not available in Lincoln or the sur-
rounding counties and well worth a 
visit. There’s books – but there’s so 
much more at this new, state of the 
art facility.

The library features a large, bright 
and colorful children’s space that’s 
designed with interactive play as well 
as technology in mind. There’s a des-
ignated program room with a beam 
floor projector for interactive play 

and learning.
“It can be part of a programming, 

or it can be turned on after a program 
for free play,” Lincoln County Pub-
lic Library “Director Jennifer Sackett 
said. “They’ve got a three-way video 
gaming system that has all three ma-
jor game systems – Nintendo, Xbox 
and PlayStation so you can actual-
ly have gaming activities going on 
some days.”

Also in the children’s area, there 
are wall mounted interactive learn-
ing, interchangeable play stations, 
one with a farming theme, a puppet 
theater, a grocery store, a restaurant, 
a library, and other situations. There 

are play tables for Legos and other 
building systems. 

The beauty of the arrangement of 
the new library is that younger chil-
dren can attend story time or other 
event, play for a while afterwards (or 
before) while their parents can be in 
the general vicinity reading or doing 
their own activities. There’s a dedi-
cated staff member in the children’s 
area to help parents with checking 
out book or other activities.

In addition to desktops, there are 
laptops available for checkout for li-

See LIBRARY, page 8

Commissioners 

approve operation 

of a concrete plant, 

a Panera Bread and 

a Starbucks for the 

eastern side of the 

county
MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

At their first meeting in August, the Lincoln 
County Board of Commissioners approved the 
application of Crete Solutions, LLC for a spe-
cial use permit to operate a concrete plant in the 
General Industrial district in the Eastern Lin-
coln Development District overlay district. The 
proposed 4.8-acre site is located on the west 
side of N.C. 16 Business and the north side 
of Quarry Lane on Jameson Way in Catawba 
Springs Township. This request was approved 
unanimously by the commissioners, however, 
at the end of the meeting Commissioner Bud 
Cesena asked his fellow commissioners if they 
had any appetite for exploring the potential of 
a noise ordinance in the county. They did not.

There will soon be both a Starbucks and a 
Panera Bread on N.C. 73 near Walmart and 
Chick-fil-A in Denver. The commissioners 
unanimously approved the application of Den-
ver Retail, LLC to develop a site in the Eastern 
Lincoln Development District overlay district 
for commercial uses that have an anticipated 
peak hour trip generation in excess of 100 trips. 
The development plan calls for a 3,550-square-
foot restaurant and a 2,500-square-foot coffee 
shop, each with a drive-through window, and a 
3,500-square-foot space for office or retail use. 
The 2.6-acre site is located on the north side of 
N.C. 73 about 600 feet west of N.C. 16 Busi-
ness in Catawba Springs Township. Cesena said 
that he was concerned about additional traffic in 
that area, but that “if he opposed it this time all 
the Starbucks lovers would lynch him.”

In the joint public hearings with the Lincoln 
County Planning Board, the request of Ron 
Barbagli to rezone a 0.84-acre lot from Neigh-
borhood Business to Conditional Zoning Gen-

See BOC, page 2

See FILM, page 2


