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The ‘Nutcracker’ goes virtual

$1.00

Lincoln County
moves to the
orange zone
with COVID
numbers
MICHELLE T. BERNARD
Senior Staff Writer

Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News

Hope Bryant as the Mouse King (left) does battle with Nathan Thompson as the Nutcracker.
MICHELLE T. BERNARD
Senior Staff Writer

The 2020 production of the Lincoln
County “Nutcracker” youth ballet will
be performed but tickets to attend the
show in person will be limited to the
immediate family of the performers.
Don’t fear – there is a silver lining and
dreams of the Sugar Plum Fairy will
still be realized this year. Tickets for
virtual showings of the “Nutcracker”
will soon go on sale for $20 a ticket.
That means the epic battle between the
Mouse King and the Nutcracker will
occur in living rooms across the county
and beyond. The glorious dance of the
Snow Queen can be enjoyed no matter
where the viewer lives. It’s anticipated
that this will open up the audience to
this annual production to more people
than ever before.
An East Lincoln High School senior,
Nathan Thompson will be dancing the
part of the Nutcracker this year. This is
not the first year Thompson has danced
in the “Nutcracker,” but it’s his first
lead role. He didn’t try out for the role,
but it was decided that he “was the boy
who could do it. He’s finally old enough

and he’s our only option.”
“I was reluctant at first because I
didn’t know if I’d have enough time,”
Thompson said. “I’ve got a lot of
schoolwork. They begged me to do it.”
Thompson admits to sometimes getting bullied for being a dancer, but it’s
not that bad and he has the advantage
over them when it comes to dancing
at proms. His parents put his big sister in dance lessons, and he got brought
along. It helps that Thompson’s girlfriend, Hadleigh Curles is dancing the
part of the Sugar Plum Fairy.
“I did hip hop at first, then the last
couple of years I started with ballet,”
he said. “Hadleigh and Mary Claire
(Brown) convinced me to start. At first
it was just me doing it for them, then I
realized if I can’t do it (dance the role
of the Nutcracker) then the show’s not
going to happen. It’s been fun, I’ve become good friends with all of them. We
spend seven or eight hours here every
Saturday practicing.”
When he graduates, Thompson plans
to attend North Carolina State University and major in civil engineering. He
likely won’t continue dancing while in

college.
Fighting the battle with Thompson
is Hope Bryant, an East Lincoln Middle School eighth grader, as the Mouse
King. She said she was too tall to play
a mouse when she first started in the
production, so she played a soldier.
This is her fifth- or sixth-year dancing
in the “Nutcracker.” Last year, she was
a Russian and the Jester Doll.
“I like that this role is really theatrical,” she said. “It’s different than all
of the other ones because I have to act
through the head (costume). I can’t use
my face.”
The sought-after role of the Snow
Queen was landed by Mollie Gilmore
who is a ninth grader at West Lincoln
High School. She’s danced in the production for nine years. Last year, she
was an American Beauty (in the Waltz
of the Flowers) and a member of the
Dance of the Reed Flutes.
“I worked a lot harder on my Pointe
skills since the last time,” she said. “I
think next year I’m going to try to get
See NUTCRACKER, page 3

Lincoln County has come a long
way from the first positive case of COVID-19 was announced in March. The
first COVID death was reported in Lincoln County on June 17. Fast forward
a little over eight months and Lincoln
County has had more than 3,400 confirmed COVID cases and 30 deaths,
according to the most recent press release issued by the Lincoln County
Health Department. The bulk of the
cases (60%) have been in the central
Lincoln area, with 24% being from the
eastern side of the county and 16% on
the western side.
The City of Lincolnton held a public
forum on Nov. 5 in an attempt to find
a solution to the rising numbers within
city limits, but that didn’t result in what
council members and the mayor were
looking for. There is a stark disunion
between those who refuse to wear a
mask at all or properly and those who
follow CDC guidelines. Gone are the
days of “we are all in this together.”
The largest age demographic of positive cases is the 25-49 age group (37%),
50-64 represent 24% of the cases, 65+,
16%, 18-24 12% and 0-17, 11%. The
ages of those who passed away from
COVID has not been regularly released by the Health Department. Of
those 27 deaths, however, only nine
were in congregate living facilities, according to the most recent press release
from Lincoln County.
The N.C. Department of Health and
Human Services breaks cases down by
ethnicity. According to the most recent
report (Nov. 30), 85% of the positive
cases in Lincoln County were white,
52% were female and 48% were male.
The N.C. Department of Health
and Human Services rolled out a COVID-19 County Alert System. When
it was first released the beginning of
November, Lincoln County was in the
yellow zone meaning there was significant community spread. With the second release two weeks later, the county
See COVID, page 2

Lincoln County and City of Lincolnton seek
input on recreational master plan
MICHELLE T. BERNARD
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The last time a master parks and recreational plan was developed was in
2006. It was a joint document at that
time and will be done that way again.
The demographics and population of
Lincoln County have changed considerably since then. The parks and recreation departments for Lincoln County
and the City of Lincolnton are currently
developing a joint parks and recreation
master plan for improving and further
developing recreation opportunities for
all residents of the county and city.
“We were past due and ready to update the master plan,” John Davis, the
director of the Lincoln County Parks
and Recreational Department said. “In
that process we made the decision to do
this jointly again for several reasons.
It allows us a little bit of cost savings
by not duplicating a lot of the data collection and surveying. It also allows us

the opportunity to continue to build the
relationship between the city and the
county as far as programs and maybe
facilities down the line.”
It’s not uncommon for counties and
municipalities to combine efforts in formulating recreation plans, Davis added.
“In the end, the 2006 master plan will
be updated into two separate documents
that will function together,” he said. “If
the master plan says that X, Y and Z are
needed in the county, it might be that the
city is able to provide that or the county does. It’ll help us to make sure there
isn’t a lot of duplication of services.”
McGill Associates was hired by the
city and county to prepare a new master plan. The first step is a survey and
assessment of community recreational
needs. Once public input has been reviewed, McGill Associates will provide
recommendations and conduct focus
group interviews with various entitles
within the county such as sports asso-

ciations, the health department, merchants associations and optimist clubs.
“Surveys have already been conducted of existing facilities and programs,
what could be improved and what renovations are possible,” Davis said. “Now
we’re in the community input phase.
The survey will remain open for as long
as the consulting firm wants it to be.”
Normally, a master plan would be updated within eight to ten years, according to Nathan Eurey, the City of Lincolnton Parks and Recreation director.
The county and city have been operating based on newsletters and trends in
the recreational facility to help guide
programs and facilities. First Federal
Park and the new dog park in the city
as well as Rescue Squad Park that was
done in conjunction with Denver/Lake
Norman Rotary and the upcoming Westwinds Park near the new west Lincoln
library are examples of these recent additions.
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Obituaries
Carl Edward Avery
Carolyn Eaker Brittain
George “The Indian” Wilson Cole
Billy Edwin “Bill” Crowder
Travis Hunter Edwards
John David Harrison

Betty L. Hefner
Billy Franklin Hedrick
Brenda Joyce Rape Hunter
Ernestine Anthony Jenkins
Jean Ethel Livingston

“We’ve had to make amendments and
work outside of the master plan over the
past couple of years,” Davis said. “This
will also allow the city and county to be
competitive on the state grant side of
things to help fund new facilities and
parks. That’s another big piece of why
this master plan is important. The final
document will also give us justification
on prioritizing budget needs.”
In aid in development a new master
plan, residents of the county are asked
to complete an online survey to help
make decisions on what recreational
facilities to plan for. The survey can be
filled out online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/comprecplansurvey. If
an individual doesn’t have Internet access, they can go to either the city or the
county recreational department office
and ask for the survey to be printed out
and it can be completed by hand.

James Alvin Loor, Sr.
Barbara “Bobbi” Lowman
Stanley-Leo Sanders
Alston Robert Taylor
Jerry Taylor Teague

Today: Sunny, 53
Tonight: Clear, 26
Thursday: Sunny, 55
Thursday night: Cloudy, 36
Friday: Rain, 52

