
Encountering a masked individual carrying an as-
sault rifle in the hallway or hearing gunshots followed 
by blood curdling screams is not anything that any 
teacher or administrator wants to experience. Lincoln 
County Schools regularly performs drills of all kinds 
– fire and lockdowns, but teachers and administrators 
at G.E. Massey Elementary School in Lincolnton re-
cently conducted a drill that was much more realistic. 

Victor Morales, a police officer who recently start-
ed at the Lincolnton Police Department, came to the 
department with 14 years of experience and a back-
ground in rapid deployment. He’s certified by North 
Carolina to teach rookie police officers.

“That’s training an officer to go to an active threat,” 
he said. “When we train the officer, we use sounds, 
props and bad guys. I wanted to bring that to the 
schools in the areas to try to expose them to that aspect 
of an active threat.”

Morales employed recordings of screaming – chil-
dren and teachers, a bad guy, a bloody body, gun shots 
and of course other Lincolnton Police officers to make 
this drill that much more realistic for the teachers at 
G.E. Massey. A similar drill was also conducted at As-

bury Academy. No students were present during the 
drills and there’s no live ammunition used. The goal is 
for these drills to be conducted at all Lincoln County 
Schools within the Lincolnton city limits, according to 
Morales.

The drill begins with a briefing and lockdown proto-
cols are reviewed. 

“We’ve had staff from 911 communications come to 
the drills to explain how that process works,” he said. 
“It’s been a great thing because it gives the officers 
training too. We plan to bring in EMS and the sher-
iff’s office later on as well. What we bring to the table 
is that stress factor. The human body reacts differently 
during stress.”

During stress, it’s hoped that staff would respond 
as they’ve been trained in regular drills, Morales said, 
but some of them realize that they need to do different 
things like switching their hiding spots in their rooms.

“We’re there during the drill and can always bounce 
back and forth ideas,” he said. “We can work togeth-
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Two of West Lincoln High 
School’s coaching greats are being 
celebrated for their achievements. 
Wayne Navey and Butch Ross once 
wrestled each other on the mats at 
WLHS. They were also roommates 
in college. They’ve been impart-
ing their wisdom to up and coming 
wrestlers and other athletes more 
than a combined eight decades. 

At the Lincoln County Board 
of Education meeting on Nov. 10, 
members of the board voted to

approve WLHS’ request to name 
the old gymnasium in honor of Ross 
and the press box to be named in 
honor of Navey. Both are lifelong 
Lincoln County residents and prod-
ucts of Lincoln

County Schools.
“I’ve had teams that I didn’t think 

were going to be very good, but 
they just think they’re supposed to 
be, and they become good,” Navey 
said. “If you believe in yourself, 
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Weather
Today: Sunny, 66
Tonight: Clear, 40

Saturday: Sunny, 69
Saturday night: Cloudy, 43

Sunday: Overcast, 64

TODAY IN SPORTS

Prep athletics return
Volleyball, cross-country first sports back in action PAGE 4

Training for a potential emergency

Contributed

These are not images that most teachers or administrators want to see in their hallways. Live 
shooter trainings are a means of helping school staff develop plans should there ever be an active 
shooter situation.

Obituaries

See COACHES, page 3

West Lincoln coaches memorialized

See SHOOTER, page 3

Lincolnton man 

charged with 

child sexual 

assault

LPD conducts live shooter training in 
Lincolnton-based LCS

Staff Report

LINCOLNTON – A Lincolnton man has been 
charged in connection with a child sexual assault 
that occurred earlier this year.

Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office Detective K. 
Harrington received a report on Oct. 22 about the 
sexual assault of a child following an interview of 
the 14-year-old female victim at the Lincoln Coun-
ty Child Advocacy Center.

During the interview the victim disclosed the sex-

No Christmas 

parades this year 

but there will be 

a cruise-in
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Three of the annual Christmas parades have been 
cancelled this year out of concerns for COVID and 
safety of citizens. The City of Lincolnton parade 
and tree lighting, the Cat Square Parade and the 
Denver Parade have all officially been cancelled.

There will be a “Spirit of Christmas” crawl and 
cruise in on the Sunday after Thanksgiving, Nov. 
29 from 1-5 p.m. This event is not associated with 
the City of Lincolnton and roads will not be closed.

“The Lincolnton Christmas Parade and tree light-
ing has always been a pretty big deal, to me and to 
a lot of other people in town,” Organizer Tommy 
Smith said. “With the way 2020 has played out and 
everything’s been shut down and quarantined, we 
were all looking forward to Christmas. If anything, 
we need Christmas.”

Smith said that he understood why the parade 
was cancelled, but he thought he should try to do 
something to safe it. Originally, Smith thought that 
a form of reverse parade could be held, but permits 
couldn’t be obtained for road closures.

“So, I thought, why don’t we do something that 
the citizens could pull off,” he said. “We got people 
together and bounced some ideas around and we 
thought we’d do something like the fall art crawl.”

Several area businesses will be open, there will 
be food trucks parked in the downtown area as well 
as some life performers. Santa will be at Burton’s 
General Store from 1-4 p.m. There will be collec-
tion boxes for Toys for Tots set out as well. 

“We’re hoping people will social distance and if 
they want to wear masks they can,” Smith said. “I 
know the businesses will be encouraging people to 
wear masks when they come in. I’m going to do 
what I feel right for me and everyone else can make 
that decision for themselves.”
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See ASSAULT, page 3
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Wayne Navey (left) and Butch Ross have been recognized for 

their contributions to LCS coaching at WLHS.

Howard Wilson Church 
Candence “Candi” Propst Cornwell 

Mason Lee Edwards 
Lou Eva Jolly Fox

Pearl Shirley Houser 

Tyler Julius Shook
Lacy Hart Stroup

Donna Renee Wiggins 
David William Willard

Michael “Mike” Norman Kilby
Mervin Marion McGee
Kathy Denise Peticos

Reid McDowell Saunders
David Chester Shook


