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They met at Taco Bell and Kelley 
Calderon and her husband Oscar are 
going to “bring on the hot sauce” with 
their dance routine that’s promised to 
set the audience on fire Saturday night 
at this year’s “Dancing with Our Stars.” 
Like most of this year’s teams, Lin-
coln Cultural Center Executive Director 
Cathy Davis convinced Kelley Calder-
on, a Lincoln County native who works 
in finance at Lincoln Charter School, 
that she needed to compete this year. 
It was Oscar, a/k/a “Pickle,” a sergeant 
at the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office, 
who actually made the decision that 
they were going to do it.

“Immediately I thought, ‘heck no, I’m 
not dancing in front of all of these peo-
ple,’ but my husband said, ‘absolutely 
we’re going to do it,’” Kelley Calderon 
said. “We have no background in dance. 
We’re not dancers at all, but Oscar is the 
better dancer for sure.”

Each team is paired with a dance 
teacher and this team’s instructor is 
Kim Noles who owns Xtreme Edge 
Dance Studio in Lincolnton. The Calde-
rons have been practicing for about two 
months now.

“I think we’re going to put on a good 
show,” she said. “We’re going to do a 
little bit of salsa, cha-cha, hip hop and 
a lot of theatricals. It hasn’t been easy, 
but it’s caused us to spend more time 
together and be intentional on setting 
aside time to practice. It’s also taught us 
to communicate without words. I don’t 
understand how kids go out and put on 
recitals in such a short period of time.”

Since the Calderons are the last team 
to dance, Calderon said that there’ll be 
a lot of “liquid courage” consumed be-
fore then.

Another husband-and-wife team, Jen-
nifer and Brad Raimey will be dancing 
first in the show.
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School of Technology to 

offer EMT program
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The Lincoln County School of 
Technology offers a wide range of 
classes geared towards teaching Lin-
coln County Schools students a new 
trade or to prepare them for a future 
career. The upcoming school year 
brings a new emergency medical 
technician program that’s already so 
successful all seats in the class were 
taken soon after it opened for regis-
tration. 

Taught by former West Lincoln 
High School health science teach-
er Christyn Boston, the inaugural 
course will run two semesters. Once 
students complete the two semesters 
with a grade of 80 or above and pass 
the two certification exams with at 
least an 80, they’ll be certified as 
emergency medical technicians. 

“We’re so excited about this,” 
Kimberly Campbell, Lincoln Coun-
ty Emergency Medical Services 
Manager said. “One of the things 
that we’ve worked hard to develop is 
the explorer’s program which Chris-
tyn oversees. We identified there 
was an opportunity for us to develop 

this program. Retention is something 
that we struggle with all the time.”

Most people move on from emer-
gency medical services, Campbell ex-
plained, either for better scheduling or 
pay.

“They move up into the medical 
field as nurses or physician assistants 
to improve themselves professional-
ly, which is a good thing,” she said. 
“We’d never encourage anyone not 
to do that. We don’t work Monday 
through Friday eight to five, we work 
on weekends, holidays and miss a lot 
of time with our families. I think a lot 
of people have a misconception about 
what we do so we try to increase our 
public relations and get kids in when 
they’re younger which is how our ex-
plorer program began.”

Several students who were in the 
explorer’s program have signed up 
for the course such as North Lincoln 
High School student Eric McAllister.

“Before I was in the EMS explor-
er’s program, I had never thought 
about a career as an EMT or paramed-
ic,” she said. “The reason I registered 
for this class during my senior year 
is because my advisors helped train 

me and opened my eyes to the world 
of EMS. I’ve fallen in love with it. I 
believe that the addition of this new 
class as well as the explorer program 
are great opportunities for students to 
explore possible career paths and to 
learn lifesaving skills.”

Originally there was a 15-student 
limit for the course, but over the sum-
mer, it got bumped up to 20. Without 
any advertising for the class, 26 stu-
dents signed up.

Boston started her career as a para-
medic with Lincoln County Emergen-
cy Medical Service and still works 
part-time for the department.

“Even though I am no longer on an 
ambulance full time, emergency med-
icine will always be my passion,” she 
said. “I’m thrilled to share this pas-
sion with my students and prepare 
them for a rewarding career right out 
of high school.”

Not a job that everyone can do, get-
ting a taste of what it’s like to work as 
an emergency medical technician can 
help to either make the person aware 
that it’s not for them, or open the door 
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Kimberly Campbell, Lincoln County EMS Manager (left) and Christyn Boston has been instrumental in 
getting an EMT program up and running through the Lincoln County School of Technology. 
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Ingleside starts a 

new life (again)
Staff Report

LINCOLN COUNTY – This time, the histor-
ic house didn’t get demolished to make way for 
suburban development. In 2016, development 
plans in Lincoln County put the iconic and his-
toric Ingleside (1817) - located in Iron Station 
in eastern Lincoln County - at risk as the pres-
ervation of the exceptionally fine Federal-style 
house was not part of the original plan. At the 
request of the Lincoln County Historical As-
sociation, local county commissioners, and the 
owners, Preservation North Carolina (PNC) 
was brought in to help find a preservation solu-
tion for this important house.

Working with Ingleside’s owners (Caroline 
Clark and her family, who acquired Ingleside 
in 1951), and representatives of the develop-
ers, a solution was found. The Clarks agreed 
to donate the house and 5.75 acres to Preserva-
tion North Carolina in the summer of 2018 to 
ensure its permanent protection while allowing 
for new development around the house. This 
most generous donation is one of the largest 
gifts of property the statewide nonprofit has 
ever received.

Ingleside has been sold to a preservation-
minded family from New Orleans and will be 
protected in perpetuity under PNC’s protective 
covenants. The historic property will coexist 
with the new development as Lincoln County 
continues to grow, and Ingleside will be able 
tell its fascinating and important story for gen-
erations to come.

Darryl Saunders and Jie Zhu purchased the 
property on Aug. 9. Darryl grew up in Char-
lotte. His parents relocated to Ingleside earlier 
this year from New Orleans, while the children 
finished the school year. The Saunders have 
worked with several notable historic houses 
in New Orleans. PNC is pleased to welcome 
them into their preservation family. They have 
been thoughtful, genuine, easy to work with, 
and have taken on Ingleside with a lot of grace 
already!

INGLESIDE HISTORY – Ingleside was 
built in 1817 to impress and capture the heart 
of a woman, so the story goes. Harriet Brevard, 
whose father Captain Alexander Brevard had 
made a fortune in the manufacture of iron ore 
in Lincoln County, was being courted by more 
than one suitor. To help her decide and settle 
the matter, she announced that she would mar-
ry the man who built her the finest house.

Daniel Forney decided to accept that chal-
lenge. Although he was in Washington serv-
ing in Congress (in the seat that his father had 
previously held), he built Ingleside by utilizing 
the finest materials and craftsmen available. 
No one was surprised that Forney’s new house 
helped him win the heart and the hand of Miss 
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Candee and Paul-alan Masters, the 2019 winners of Dancing with Our Stars. See DANCING, page 2


