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Opinion
Profi ts Over Patients

JORDAN ROBERTS: Light needs 
to be shed on hospital mergers, 5

Today: Mostly Sunny, 91
Tonight: Partly Cloudy, 68

Tuesday: PM Thunderstorms, 88
Tuesday night: TDSTM Early, 69
Wednesday: Scattered TDSTM, 86

SPORTS

Three Lincoln County schools rank in top 10. PAGE 4

Wells Fargo Cup standings announced

Local group keeps up 

legacy of mountain music

Michelle T. Bernard / Lincoln Times-News

ABOVE: William Warlick plays on the front porch of the farmhouse he grew up in. It was his stories of the Briarhoppers 
that got his son, Tom Warlick, interested in the group. BELOW: Tom Warlick plays on the front porch of his father’s 
home.

The Briarhoppers began performing 85 years ago
MICHELLE T. BERNARD
Staff Writer

This was to be a story about the Briar-
hoppers, and it is, but it’s also about the 
culture that was the Briarhoppers, the mu-
sic that they play and how they are still 
playing that same music 85 years later. 

It’s about a man who grew up hearing 
his father say, “’Hit’s’ Briarhopper Time,” 
more times than he could count. A father 
who grew up in times where he’d come 
home from school, eat a cold sausage link 
left over from breakfast and fi ll up the 
wood box, which was one of his chores. 
Then he’d warm up the radio, sit down 
and listen to “Briarhopper Time” live on 
the radio, because “it came on before the 
‘Lone Ranger.’” After the “Lone Ranger” 
was over, he’d go out and do the rest of his 
chores, which included milking the cows. 

Unlike the “binge-worthy” television 
shows that are so popular today, these ra-
dio shows were short, 15 to 30 minutes 
long, geared toward the limited amount of 
time most people had to sit down and lis-
ten. 

William Reeves Warlick, 86, has lived 
on the same land on Reepsville Road his 
entire life. His son, Tom Warlick, joined 
the Briarhoppers in 2007 and is now their 
manager and historian. The Briarhoppers 
have a new CD coming out, the fi rst CD 
that’s been put out in about 15 years. The 
cover features a picture of William Warlick 
sitting on the same front porch he used to 
tune in to Briarhopper Time from the 1930s 
through the 1950s.

Father’s Day found William Warlick and 
his two sons, Tom and William Warlick Jr., 
sitting on the front porch of the farmhouse 

See MUSIC, page 2

Contributed

James “Jim” Craig Whitley III will present a discussion of 
the Revolutionary War in the south at the Brevard Station 
Museum in downtown Stanley on June 20.

Suspect 

charged in 

shooting
Staff report

A Charlotte man has been charged with 

shooting into a Denver business.

Lincoln County Sheriff’s Offi ce Deputies 
said Emery Demario McQuiller, 39, fi red into 
Chemisty Lab Paint and Fab shop on Highway 

16 Business on Thursday at around 5:40 p.m.

Deputies said they arrived on the scene and 

learned that McQuiller had allegedly 

opened fi re with a 9-millimeter handgun at 
employees through an open door. Deputies said 

he then entered the business and fi red another shot.
The owner, Paul Roach, retrieved a shotgun from his offi ce 

and shot at McQuiller, causing him to fl ee the business, ac-
cording to a press release from the Sheriff’s Offi ce. Deputies 
searched the area and found the suspect hiding in the restroom 

of a nearby restaurant where he was taken into custody.

Deputies said McQuiller was slightly injured during the ex-

change of gunfi re and received several small pellets in the face 
and neck. He was treated for his injuries at Atrium Health – 

See SHOOTING, page 2

Historian to share 

stories from American 

Revolutionary War
MICHELLE T. BERNARD
Staff Writer

On Thursday, June 20, 

which is the 239th anniversa-

ry of the Battle of Ramsour’s 

Mill, James “Jim” Craig Whit-

ley III will present a discus-

sion of the Revolutionary War 

in the south, from the Siege 

of Charleston to Yorktown. A 

discussion on the importance 
of the Battle of Ramsour’s 
Mill and Kings Mountain will 
be included. Local partici-
pants with personal anecdotes 
and daily life among the sol-
diers as well as those living in 
the areas will be included in 
the program. 

See STORIES, page 2

McQuiller


