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SPORTS

Lincolnton guard averaged 29.4 points as a junior. PAGE 4

Wolves’ Robinson to play at Combine Academy

Campers get up close experiences 

with Lincoln Co. first responders

Michelle T. Bernard / Lincoln Times-News

ABOVE: Lincolnton Police Department patrol officer Michael Reep shows LEAD camp attendees how a taser gun 
works on Thursday. BELOW: Lincolnton Fire Department firefighter Kurt Boyles shows LEAD camper Abby Campbell 
how to put out a fire using a fire extinguisher on Thursday.

LEAD camp works with students, at-risk youth
MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Staff Writer

Summer camps have begun throughout 
Lincoln County. Throughout the week, 
members of the Lincolnton Police De-
partment, Lincoln County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Lincolnton Fire Department, Lincoln 
County Emergency Management and other 
area organizations joined together to help 
children learn a bit about their jobs. This is 
the fourth year that the Lincolnton Police 
Department has offered its Law Enforce-
ment Action Development (LEAD) Camp.

This camp is designed as an outreach pro-
gram to help boys and girls, who are in the 
fifth and sixth grades, become more aware 
of law enforcement functions. While chil-
dren who might have an interest in law en-
forcement would want to attend the camp, 
it was also an opportunity to reach out to 
at-risk children. There is no fee to attend 
this camp, it is covered under the Lincoln-
ton Police Department’s crime prevention 
budget. Breakfast, lunch and snacks were 
provided each day.

“We want to teach leadership, being 
a team member and being able to make 

See CAMPERS, page 3

East Lincoln fireworks show scheduled for June 29

Michelle T. Bernard / Lincoln Times-News

The annual East Lincoln Fireworks festival will be held this year on Saturday, June 29. Gates open at 4 
p.m.

Vale man 

charged with 

child assault
Staff report

A Vale man has been charged with sexually 
assaulting a 13-year-old girl.

Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office Detective 
Kelsey Harrington received a report on May 
22 about the alleged assault. Harrington inter-
viewed the victim at the Lincoln County Child 
Advocacy Center, where the victim discussed 
the details of the incident.

On June 19, Jason Lee Bryant, 20, of Vale, 
was taken into custody and interviewed about 

See ASSAULT, page 3

MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Staff Writer

The Denver Area Business Associ-
ation is holding its annual fireworks 
festival this year on Saturday, June 29 
at the East Lincoln High School foot-
ball stadium. In addition to the fire-
works, entertainment will be provid-
ed by Nashville-based country music 
stars.

Slated to appear are American coun-
try band Parmalee, Nashville Tennes-
see’s SKYDANCER Entertainment 
Recording artist Jeff Bates, as well 
as Lincolnton native Kelby Costner 
who’s returning for the third year in 
a row. This is a free event and gates 
open at 4 p.m.

As he has for several years, Ronnie 
Caldwell chose the performers for the 
event and will be the master of cere-
monies. 

“We’re expecting a record crowd,” 
he said. “The event continues to grow 
every year. Planning started in Oc-
tober and we’ve got a ton of volun-
teers helping out. I would encourage 
everybody to get there early. Bring 
a blanket or a chair and if you think 
it’s going to rain, an umbrella. Please 
support the vendors because without 
them and the sponsors we wouldn’t 
have this show.”

When picking the entertainers for 

See SHOW, page 2

Trio arrested 

following fiery 

car chase
Staff report

Three people are facing felony charges fol-
lowing a late-night car chase on Wednesday 
that ended in Gaston County when the sus-
pects’ vehicle caught fire.

Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office deputies 
were contacted at around 11:45 p.m. on June 
19 by Wal-Mart security with information that 
two individuals left the store with a number of 
electronic items without paying.

Officers located the vehicle as it was attempt-
ing to leave the parking lot at 7131 Highway 
73. Three people were inside the vehicle and 
officers were able to identify two 43-inch tele-
visions that had been reported stolen, accord-
ing to a press release from the Sheriff’s Office. 
Deputies said the vehicle took off with one 
person’s legs still hanging out of the passenger 
door. Blue lights and sirens were activated but 
the vehicle traveled west on Highway 73 then 
turned onto Highway 16 South. 

The driver of the car was traveling well 
above the posted speed limit for about six miles 
before the vehicle had a malfunction of the 
transmission and the fluid leak set the vehicle 
on fire. The driver was able to steer the burn-
ing vehicle into the median and all three sus-
pects were able to exit the car. Deputies placed 
the suspects in custody. Some of the evidence 
burned in the vehicle while two of the items 
fell out during the chase and were recovered.

See CHASE, page 3
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