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Weather
Today: T-Storms, 76

Tonight: Clear, 56
Tuesday: Sunny, 82

Tuesday night: Clear, 64 

Wednesday: Sunny, 89

Obituaries
Arthur Lee Burch

Edward Leonard Kent

Bonnie Sue Burnette Sipe

The Lincoln County Class of 2020 graduates

Michelle T. Bernard / Lincoln Times-News

UPPER LEFT: Cody Dye, a graduate of East Lincoln High School, UPPER RIGHT: Scarlett Bowman, a graduate of West Lincoln High School. CENTER: 
Charlotte Zagorski, a graduate of Lincolnton High School. LOWER LEFT: Will Dedmon, a graduate of North Lincoln High School. LOWER RIGHT: Garrett 
Long, a graduate of Lincoln Charter School.

MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

Over the span of several days of stag-
gered, virtual and drive-in graduations, 
the entire Lincoln County Class of 2020 
have been handed their diplomas. Their 
ceremonies were not at all traditional, 
but with all the special memories that 
were made this year, future graduations 
may look different as well.

These seniors may have been told by 
their teachers on that ill-fated Friday the 
13th (March 13) that there was a chance 
that they may not be coming to school 
that next Monday, but they probably 
would. No one could have foreseen what 
the 11 weeks following that last walk 
through the halls would hold and how 

much students’ lives would be changed. 
The seniors in particular most of those 
special occasions that they’d been look-
ing forward to throughout their years 
in school - their senior prom, senior 
prank, senior skip day and of course, the 
chance to sit next to their fellow class-
mates and walk across the stage to get 
their diploma.

This Class of 2020 has endured a lot 
of unknowns over the past 11 weeks 
– would they be able to come back to 
school, would they have their prom, 
how would they receive their grades, 
take AP and other exams and most re-
cently, how would they graduate?

School administrators, teachers and 
others valiantly came together and made 
the experience of graduation the best 

it possibly could be for this class that 
will forever been known as the “class 
that was quarantined.” Lincoln Charter 
School seniors were able to cross the 
finish line at Charlotte Motor Speedway, 
West Lincoln High School had a drive-
in graduation in the school parking lot, 
North Lincoln High School’s graduation 
was virtual, Lincolnton and East Lin-
coln High Schools held staggered cer-
emonies. North, East and Lincolnton all 
had photo booths set up for parents and 
relatives to take pictures of their gradu-
ates at scheduled times. All while main-
taining proper social distancing.

In reality, it was perhaps a more inti-
mate ceremony for many. Pictures and 
videos were easier to obtain than they 
would have been in a traditional gradu-

ation. Schools hosted numerous drive-
through parades, including the most 
recent one in downtown Lincolnton so 
that students could re-connect while 
abiding by social distancing guide-
lines. Throughout the whole experience 
though, hugs had to remain virtual.

COVID-19 altered the lives of all stu-
dents, but it seems the seniors missed 
out on the most. While they’ve gradu-
ated high school, many of them are 
now facing alternative schedules and 
more unknowns at their chosen colleg-
es or universities. The threat of a second 
wave of infections will continue to hang 
over them.

Nathan Miles Self

John “Jack” Marshall Waite

TODAY IN SPORTS

West Lincoln hands out sports awards.
Bridges, Bieberich named Athletes of the Year. PAGE 4

See SENIORS, page 3


