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The State Employee’s Credit 
Union Foundation has thrown down 
the gauntlet with a $750,000 dona-
tion to the Lincoln County Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence to help 
build Amy’s House 2 for victims of 
domestic violence in Lincoln Coun-
ty. The hope is that with this dona-
tion, other organizations will step 
up and match it, Jama Campbell, 
executive director of the State Em-
ployee’s Credit Union Foundation 
said. Providing resources and sup-
port to those organizations that are 
aiding domestic violence victims is 
one of the many causes the founda-
tion funds. They also help fund edu-
cation, health care, housing, and hu-
man services causes, all through the 
$1 monthly maintenance fee paid 
by SECU members for checking 
accounts.

“The amount of this donation is 
unbelievable,” Paige Beal, the pres-
ident of the Lincoln County Coali-
tion Against Domestic Violence 
board said. “It’s going to help us 

with getting a new shelter that we 
are in the middle of trying to get 
built. We’re so excited. This will 
enable us to break ground.”

The Lincoln County Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence was or-
ganized in 1993 by local citizens 
who were concerned about domes-
tic violence issues and the lack of 
available local supportive services.  
Amy’s House officially opened in 
a four-room former mill house on 
Jan. 9, 1995, offering shelter, sup-
port, services, and assistance for 7-8 
people at a time. With generous sup-
port from the Timken Foundation, 
the United Way and others, the shel-
ter has remodeled twice, with room 
now for eighteen women and chil-
dren, but still in the roughly 100-
year old, energy inefficient house.  
Although there are more beds, there 
remain only four bedrooms.  There 
is little common space, so that fam-
ilies may have to bunk together in 
the same room and children have to 
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‘The Glasswinged Butterfly”
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Dancers from Danse Élan Dance 
Academy in Stanley will be performing 
“The Glasswinged Butterfly” next Sat-
urday on the Rock Springs Nature Pre-
serve in Denver. All proceeds from the 
performance will benefit Hesed House 
of Hope, Lincoln County’s only home-
less shelter.

This isn’t just any dance recital. The 
performance has been adapted from the 
children’s book of the same name by 
academy owner Jamie Roumayah. It’s 
not performed on a stage with a station-
ary audience. Like so many butterflies, 
the dancers drift along the nature trail at 
Rock Springs Nature Preserve perform-
ing vignettes along the way.

In the book which is written by He-
lene Pam and illustrated by Sheleen Le-
par, a transparent butterfly emerges from 
her chrysalis. She dances first with oth-
er more colorful butterflies and then re-
alizes that she’s different than they are, 
not as colorful or as beautiful. The glass-
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Dancers from the Danse Élan Dance Academy rehearse at the Rock Springs Nature Preserve on Saturday. 
They’ll be performing “The Glasswinged Butterfly” next Saturday.

See BUTTERFLY, page 2

Lincoln County 

Schools to follow 

quarantine 

protocol
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Beginning today, students will be allowed to 
attend Lincoln County Schools without face 
coverings if their parents so chose to send them 
that way or if the student decides not to wear 
one. The school board didn’t retract their de-
cision made on Sept. 14 to go masks optional 
despite a letter sent by Lincoln County Health 
Director Davin Madden last week to the school 
board suggesting that the district continue to 
follow the StrongSchoolsNC Toolkit to reduce 
potential spread of COVID-19 in the schools.

In a press release sent on Friday, Sept. 24 
sent by Superintendent Dr. Aaron Allen, he in-
dicated that “based on guidance issued Mon-
day from NCDHHS and after receiving writ-
ten control measures from the Lincoln County 
Health Department, Lincoln County Schools 
will exclude students and staff from school that 
are considered close contacts with a COVID-19 
positive person per the control measures writ-

See AMY, page 3
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Paige Beal, the president of the Lincoln County Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence board (right) receives a $750,000 check from Jama Campbell, executive 
director of the State Employee’s Credit Union Foundation to help kick start Amy’s 
House 2.

See QUARANTINE, page 3

Lincoln County 

man found guilty 

of sexual assault, 

failed to return to 

court after first day 

of trial
Staff Report

LINCOLNTON – A Lincoln County man has 
been found guilty by a jury in Lincoln County 
Superior Court but has not been sentenced be-
cause he failed to return to court after the first 
day of the trial.  Randy Lee Rinck, Sr. was on 
trial for a number of charges including sexual 
assault that were filed in connection with an in-
cident that occurred over the weekend of Feb. 
13 and 14.

Deputies were dispatched to a residence on 
Barsdale Lane, Lincolnton on Feb. 15 after a 
woman ran to a residence and asked the occu-
pant to call 9-1-1 because she was being held 

See ASSAULT, page 2

Local dance studio to stage performance to benefit Hesed House


