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LINCOLNTON  – Students at West Lincoln High 
School recently took part in a One Book, One School 
project. Over six weeks, all students and staff read the 
same book, “A Long Walk to Water,” by Linda Sue 
Park. 

“It’s a shared reading, discussion, and relationship-
building experience,” Principal Kristie Ballard said. 
“This is the third year that we have participated in One 
Book, One School. The book is a dual narrative, with 
one part of the story being told by Salva Dut, a former 
Lost Boy of Sudan, and the other story being told by a 
fictional character, who represents thousands of young 
African children, named Nya.”

In the book, Ballard summarized, Salva shares his 
experiences as a Lost Boy, including his travels from 
refugee camp to refugee camp, his eventual adop-
tion by an American family, and his founding of Wa-
ter for South Sudan. This organization, which is his 
life’s work, builds wells in rural African communities 
that lack access to a clean water source.  Without these 
wells, girls like Nya have to walk miles upon miles to 
secure water, which often isn’t potable, for their fami-
lies.  

At the end of the reading, the entire middle school 
population got a real-life lesson with a water thon 
walk. To participate, students donated $5, which got 
them out of class for the activity at the track. Once at 
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‘Old Hulley’ returns to Lincolnton

Obituaries

Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News

As part of a learning experience after reading “A Long Walk to Water,” by Linda Sue Park, West 
Lincoln Middle School students and staff carried a gallon of water for miles to experience what those 
in Africa and other developing countries have to do in order to get clean water.

1 book, 1 school, 1 gallon of water = WLMS students learning just how 

heavy and precious a gallon of water can be
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LINCOLNTON  – A group that helps support 
parents or guardians and families of loved ones 
who struggle with substance abuse disorder has 
been formed in Lincolnton. It’s Christian-based 
and prayer is incorporated, but it’s not forced on 
participants. The curriculum is evidenced based.

“Where this differs, in my opinion, from Al-
Anon is that Al-Anon was always an off-shoot of 
AA so it was geared towards alcohol,” Vanessa 
Palmer, the substance use prevention coordinator 
with the Lincoln County Department of Health 
said. “This makes a little more sense to me be-
cause we aren’t seeing as much alcohol abuse as 
we are pills, heroin and fentanyl.”

See WATER, page 6

See GROUP, page 6
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City of Lincolnton Councilman Roby Jetton sits in the driver’s seat of “Hulley” a pumper truck that was 
purchased new by the city in 1925. Hulley returned to Lincolnton on Sunday.
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LINCOLNTON  – Almost a century from when she 
first arrived via rail, all shined up and brand spanking 
new, “Hulley,” returned to the Lincolnton Fire Depart-
ment on Sunday. This time she arrived on a Hampton’s 
flatbed truck, not quite as shined up, but with no less 
fanfare than when she first came to Lincolnton on Sept. 
25, 1925. 

Formerly known as “Big Liz,” this 750 GPM pumper 
truck was from the American LaFrance Co., based in 
Elmira, N.Y. and was the city’s first brand new motor-
ized pumper truck. She could carry 40 gallons of water 
but could pump 750. She was purchased for $12,500, 
could hit 60 mph and in those times, was one of the 
finest pieces of equipment in N.C., according to a sto-
ry published in Times-News. When she was purchased, 
C.G. Rudisill was the Lincolnton mayor and A.W. We-
ber was the fire chief.

It’s unknown why the truck was renamed “Hulley” 
(in more recent Times-News stories, she’s called “Hul-
ly.”) According to a Times-News story, Hulley took her 
name from a horse-drawn pumper the department had 
used before.

When Hulley first arrived in 1925, she was met by 
Lincolnton’s first paid fireman and its first fulltime driv-
er, Horace “Mutt” Wilson. The truck was used by Lin-

colnton’s firefighters to fight fires across all of Lincoln 
County and sometimes beyond for more than 50 years. 
She was last used to help lay hose on Jan. 27, 1976, 
when a blaze gutted half a block in downtown Lincoln-
ton, according to a story written by Times-News writer 
Randy Hawkins. After that, she was permanently re-
tired to the station house. When more room was need-
ed, she was moved to the old water plant where city 
park is now.

When they no longer had a suitable place to store her, 
the decision was made by Lincolnton officials to lease 
Hulley to the Wagoneers of the Oasis Temple in Char-
lotte for $1/year. While they had her, the Wagoneers 
drove her in parades to help raise money for the Shri-
ners’ hospitals for crippled and burned children. She was 
still fighting fires, just a different kind. At that time, the 
Shriners had a 1924 American LaFrance ladder truck, 
so Hulley fit in nicely. After the Shriners restored her, 
the Wagoneers brought Hulley back to Lincolnton for 
the fire safety fair and to ride in the Christmas parade.

“They were very, very, very faithful over the years to 
get her here when we asked,” Turner said. 

For several years now, Lincolnton City Councilman 
Roby Jetton has been working in conjunction with 

See HULLEY, page 2
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the holiday season 
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LINCOLNTON  – The first of three Lincoln 
County Christmas parades was held Sunday eve-
ning in Lincolnton.

See PARADE, page 8


