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Rebels, Knights hope to continue winning waysRebels, Knights hope to continue winning ways  PAGE 7PAGE 7

Weather
Today: AM Showers, 86

Tonight: Cloudy, 69
Thursday: Sun and Clouds, 89 

Thursday night: Cloudy, 69 
Friday: Partly Cloudy, 87   

Obituaries

Maybelle Hudson Boyett 
Robert Hayes

Matthew Keith Holbrook
Terry Warren Howell

Debra Ann Flowers Matheson
Mary Ruth Hubbard Schronce

Jackie Earline Sigmon
Leroy Shermond Simerly

From shore to shore: sheriff’s deputy 

helps keep Lake Norman safe

MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

The Lincoln County Board of Commissioners voted 
to approve a proposal with the UNC School of Govern-
ment for their technical assistance services to attract a 
private development partner to the county-owned Lin-
coln County Courthouse. The board voted to approve 
the full pre-development services for a cost of $79,700 
which will be split 50/50 with the City of Lincolnton. 

The services provided by the UNC School of Gov-
ernment will include conducting a community scan, 
which is an analysis of market-relevant demographic 
and socioeconomic data, as well as a review of cur-
rent and historic plans, visioning documents, studies, 
research, development proposals, conceptual render-
ings, notes from public input sessions, and other ma-
terials relevant to the project; Collecting and analyz-
ing relevant data for a parcel analysis to understand 
current market conditions (sales trends, vacancy, land 
use, ownership, and under utilization) for the project; 
conducting small group community engagement ac-
tivities (approximately 8 to 10 one- on-one telephone 
conversations) as it relates to stakeholder priorities and 
input for the courthouse’s redevelopment; conducting 
a market analysis to assess the supply and demand for 
different uses for the project, such as retail, multifam-

Commissioners are one step closer to the decision on what the 

new use of the old courthouse will be

Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News

Deputy Sheriff John Isaacks patrols Lake Norman in the sheriff’s new patrol boat.

MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

He’s got the best job at the Lin-
coln County Sheriff’s Office, at least 
on the surface. Deputy Sheriff John 
Isaacks started with the sheriff’s of-
fice almost 15 years ago. At first, he 
did a job similar to most of the depu-
ties working for Lincoln County un-
til about three years into his tenure 
when he was asked to transfer to lake 
patrol.

“The spot came open and I was 
asked to put in for it,” he said. “I 
landed it. I’ve been doing it for about 
12 years now.”

Isaacks works lake patrol during 
the summer months, Memorial Day 
through Labor Day, and is a stu-
dent resource officer while school 
is in session at East Lincoln Middle 

School. 
“It’s pretty much the same as being 

in a vehicle but we patrol everything 
from the water,” he said. “We patrol 
mainly the Lincoln County shoreline, 
but we have dam to dam jurisdiction 
over the entire lake. Typically, un-
less we get called to assist another 
agency, we stay right here in Lincoln 
County.”

During lake patrol, Isaacks is look-
ing for careless and reckless boat-
ing, children not wearing lifejackets, 
boats blatantly disregarding wake 
zones and of course intoxicated boat-
ers.

“We routinely do safety checks on 
vessels to make sure they have the 
lifejackets that are required, throw 
cushions, noise making device and 
registration,” Isaacks said. “Usually, 
if you’re pursuing a boat, unless they 

can’t hear us, they stop for us.”
In the dozen years he’s been doing 

lake patrol, Isaacks has never made 
a drug-related arrest, but he has for 
intoxicated boaters. All calls are dis-
patched through the communications 
center, just like the road calls are. If 
the call is related to something on 
land, the road patrols normally re-
spond.

“We’ll respond and assist them, but 
out here, right now, it’s still a bit hard 
to figure out which address is what 
because not everyone has an address 
on their docks yet,” he said. “That’s 
coming. A lot of people have started. 
The lake can be very tricky. You can 
have three houses in a row and all 
three of them be on a different street. 

See BOAT, page 2

LCSO asking for 

public’s help in 

locating runaway 

teen
Staff Report

L I N C O L N -
TON – Lincoln 
County Sheriff’s 
detectives are 
asking for the 
public’s help in 
locating a run-
away juvenile.

Aiden Mi-
chael Bowers, 
17, of Brook-
dale Lane, Stan-
ley was reported 
missing on Aug, 
16 by family 
members.  Aid-
en is described 
as a white male, 

See BOE, page 2

Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News

The Lincoln County Board of Commissioners voted to accept the proposal with the UNC School of 
Government for their technical assistance regarding repurposing the old courthouse.

Contributed

Aiden Michael Bowers

See TEEN, page 3

Sheriff’s detectives 

asking for public’s 

help in locating 

missing man
Staff Report

L I N C O L N -
TON - Lincoln 
County Sher-
iff’s detectives 
are asking for the 
public’s help in 
locating a man 
who went miss-
ing on August 11.

Deputies were 
dispatched to a 
residence in the 
900 block of Col-
wick Lane, Lin-
colnton on Friday, 
Aug. 13 reference 
a man who last 
contacted his wife 

See MAN, page 3

Contributed

Gregory Keith Borders, Jr.


