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At their most recent meeting, councilmem-
bers denied, three to one, a request to ap-
prove a rezoning request from Lance Her-
man to rezone an approximately 900 square 
foot spot at 1818 North Aspen Street within 
the Colonial Village Shopping Center from 
Planned Business to Highway Commercial 
Conditional District in order to allow a tattoo 
studio. This space was formerly occupied by 
a cell phone store.

The applicant spoke at the meeting and pro-
vided councilmembers with detailed plans of 
the studio which would be called, “Ink Mat-
ters,” which he called a “working class” tat-
too parlor.

“Some of the benefits of tattoos are that 
they can be very therapeutic for a lot of peo-
ple,” he said. “They can also improvement 
immune system, reduce stress levels and help 
build self-esteem. There’s a lot of at-home 
tattoo parlors in Lincolnton and a lot of peo-
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Prior to their regular meeting on Monday, the Lin-
coln County Board of Commissioners held a special 
meeting to discuss growth on the eastern side of the 
county. This is not the first time that Andrew Bry-
ant, director of Lincoln County Planning and Inspec-
tions has given this type of presentation to the com-
missioners. There was much discussion and the five 
commissioners had essentially five different ideas of 
which way to go on growth, however, no decision 
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Weather
Today: Partly Sunny, 79
Tonight: TStorms, 58

Saturday: TStorms, 71
Saturday night: TStorms, 61

Sunday: Cloudy, 76

Obituaries

Graffiti with a cause: LA Artist paints 

mural on G.E. Massey Elementary

Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News

Charles Key has been painting a mural on G.E. Massey Elementary School in Lincolnton for the past 
two weeks.
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When Charles Key was growing 
up in Los Angeles, graffiti was the 
hip thing and going on right out-
side his window. He was greatly 
inspired by it but ended up work-
ing as a chef. He got his first break 
as an artist three years ago. He 
saved up a couple of paychecks 
and stepped out on faith. It’s been 
paying his bills ever since.

Key now travels all over the Unit-
ed States painting murals. A teacher 
at G.E. Massey saw a news piece 
about a “stop Asian hate” mural that 
Key had painted in Charlotte and 
reached out to him asking if he’d do 
one at G.E. Massey and he agreed.

“Painting with cans sometimes 
has the condonation of graffiti and 
that it’s not really art, so it was a 
blessing that they reached out to 
me,” he said. “With this mural, I 

wanted to inspire the children to use 
their imaginations and to be kind to 
one another. When you’re at this 
age, the world is your oyster – so-
ciety hasn’t really given you your 
boundaries yet.”

There are several children depict-
ed in the mural, one is a little boy 
playing with a model of an atom, in 
the center, there’s a boy and a girl 

Lincolnton City Council denies rezoning request to 

allow a second tattoo studio
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Laura Elam, the Lincolnton’s planning director presents on a rezoning request to allow for a new multifamily 
development.

See BOC, page 8

Lincoln County 

Sheriff’s detectives 

investigating two 

unrelated missing 

person cases 
Staff Report
LINCOLNTON - Lincoln County Sheriff’s detec-

tives are investigating two unrelated missing person 
cases.

Deputies responded to the 3400 block of Lake 
Shore Road South reference a missing person on 
April 7.  The reporting party told officers that Jeffery 
Silas Workman, 27, was last seen walking north on 
Highway 16 Business in Denver carrying a black duf-
fel bag.  Relatives describe him as having cognitive 
issues and does not have his medication.

Workman is described as a white male, five feet – 
11 inches tall and weighing 150 pounds. He has light, 
orange-tinted brown hair and facial beard and blue 
eyes.  He was last seen wearing a black Nike hoodie, 
blue jeans and hiking boots.  Workman has been en-
tered NCIC as missing.

Also on April 7, deputies responded to another 
missing person report in the 2400 block of Beth Ha-
ven Church Road, Denver.  The reporting party said 
their relative, Amy Christine Long, 37, came to her 
residence to borrow a debit card to purchase some 
medical supplies. The debit card was used at several 
locations in Denver and Charlotte.

See MISSING, page 2


