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The Lincoln County Board of Edu-
cation held a joint work session/regular 
meeting on Tuesday, April 13. In his su-
perintendent’s support, Dr. Aaron Allen 
said that they’d be beginning interview-
ing for three principals, Catawba Springs 
Elementary due to Kristi Smith’s pend-
ing retirement, Pumpkin Center Pri-
mary due to Anita Robinson’s pending 
retirement and Iron Station Elementa-
ry, Audrey Benton retired in 2020. The 
full-time back to school effort has been 
going smoothly, according to Allen.

The board voted to allow school fa-
cilities to be open for use by nonessen-
tial visitors and activities effective April 
14. In the work session, which was held 
Tuesday evening, April 13, before the 
regular meeting, Superintendent Dr. 
Aaron Allen explained that this would 
not be during school hours and all CO-
VID-19 protocols would be followed.

In closed session, the board voted to 
hire Beth McCraw as the new chief fi-

nancial officer for Lincoln County 
Schools. The board also approved sev-
eral central office leadership changes. 
Rusty Saine will be moving from the 
director of accountability to the chief of 
accountability and student information. 
Kim Davis will be moving from the di-
rector of exceptional children to the 
chief of exceptional children’s services. 
Karen Dellinger will maintain her role 
in media and instructional technology 
and will keep the permanent role of pub-
lic information officer. Diana Carpenter 
will maintain her role as director of mid-
dle grades but will also take on the role 
of chief communications officer. Dr. Tim 
Beam will move from the director of 
federal programs to the chief of federal 
programs and student support. Josh Sain 
will move from MTSS/AIG facilitator to 
director of academic support and learn-
ing. Dr. Heath Belcher will move from 
assistant superintendent for curriculum 
and instruction to the associate superin-
tendent for instruction and innovation. 
Randy Putnam will move from director 

of maintenance to chief of maintenance, 
grounds, and planning. Eric Eaker will 
move from chief of operations to chief 
operations officer.

“These men and women have a talent 
and skill base that will make them suc-
cessful in their newly expanded and/or 
defined roles,” Superintendent Dr. Aaron 
Allen said in a press release. “We have 
had time since October to see where we 
can build capacity to grow initiatives 
and manage the district in varied ways 
that allow leadership to be more effi-
cient and effective in their roles. I look 
forward to working with these leaders in 
new ways for the overall success of our 
school system.”

In other business, 
• Dr. John Hauser, President of 

Gaston College provided board mem-
bers with an update on the partnership 
between LCS and Gaston College.

• Athletic Director Brian Clary 
provided an update on spring sports. 

• The board heard of a request 
from Walter Clark conveyed by board 

member Todd Wulfhorst to purchase 
property adjacent to East Lincoln High 
School. The board voted to go forward 
and examine the proposal further.

• A bid from Carolina Services of 
North Carolina, LLC to provide driver 
education services was approved.

• The board approved a bid from 
Synovia Solutions as the vendor for the 
district GPS tracking system.

• New Hope Foundation was ap-
proved as the vendor for E-Rate consult-
ing services for the district.

• The board approved the use of 
the USETPA consortium for technology 
products and services.

• A proposal from Security and 
Classroom Management Software from 
Security, Inc. was approved.

• AT&T was approved for Wide 
Area Network Services.

• The board approved a request to 
name the Lincolnton High School base-
ball press box in honor of Bobby Martin, 

Staff Report

LINCOLNTON - A missing teenager from Lincoln 
County has been located in Buncombe County.

Lincoln County Sheriff’s Detective D. Hendrix 
was informed April 13 by the U. S. Marshal’s Service 
that they had located in the teen at the residence of a 
grandparent in Asheville.  She was turned over to the 
Buncombe County Department of Social Services.

Navaeh Blaze Rollins was reported missing after 
she left her shift at the McDonald’s on Highway 16 
in Denver and did not go to her residence.
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Weather
Today: Partly Sunny, 67

Tonight: Cloudy, 45
Saturday: Rain, 62

Saturday night: Cloudy, 45
Sunday: Partly Sunny, 70

Obituaries

Margaret “Janie” Chapman Edmisten 
Jeanette Lee Jones 

Donna H. Long 

Betty Ann Parker
Robert Eugene Shook
David Allen Walker Jr.

Pearson solves many of the City of 

Lincolnton’s puzzles

Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News

Robert Pearson’s favorite job was on the night crew of the City of Lincolnton’s Water Treatment 
Plant. He’s now the city’s utilities director.
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One of the things that Robert 
Pearson said he really enjoyed 
about working at the City of Lin-
colnton Water Treatment Plant 
was the puzzles he got to solve. He 
started working the night shift at 
the water treatment plant, straight 
out of high school, more than three 
decades ago. He moved his way 
up to the day shift, then to assistant 
maintenance and centrifuge opera-
tor, to the lab analysist, to super-
intendent, and then on up to water 
resources director. Now he’s the 
city’s utilities director over distri-
bution and collections, the waste-
water plant, the water treatment 
plant and the electric department.

“I don’t really like the word 
‘over,’” he said. “I work with these 
guys. I don’t like the word ‘boss’ 
either. I’m with them. I’ve had 
bosses in my life and I’m not one.”

When Pearson first started at the 
water treatment plant, there was 
a lot more industry in the city, so 
they produced around 5-6 million 
gallons per day. The plant would 
run all week long but shut down 
over the weekends, but that’s since 
changed.

“We haven’t shut down the water 
plant in 20 years,” he said. “We dis-
covered early on that every one of 
our failures, breakdowns and prob-
lems came after start-up. We found 
if we slowed everything down, 
you’d get a wonderful product 
(clean water).”

The Lincolnton Water Treat-
ment Plant is doing a good job. 
They’ve received the AWOP (Area 
Wide Optimization Program which 
judges the cleanliness of the water) 
award for the past 19 consecutive 
years. 

Also, when Pearson first started, 
the pH of the water was typically 

around 6.7, now it runs neutral most 
of the time. Flooding is more of a 
problem now than it was.

“I was hooked the second I start-
ed water treatment because it’s a 
puzzle that’s never ending,” he said. 
“You’re constantly putting that puz-
zle together – the chemistry of the 
water changes, it gets hot, it gets 
cold, the pH goes up and down, it 
gets dirty, it gets clean. I love puz-
zles. The thing that I love is to treat 
water – the night shift operator was 
probably the best job I’ve ever had.”

While he doesn’t get to treat wa-
ter anymore, Pearson has a new set 
of puzzles to solve. 

“I’m a jack of all trades, master 
of none,” he said. “That’s actual-
ly in our water treatment manual. 
It says at a small water treatment 
plant such as ours is necessary for 
you to be a jack of all trades, master 
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 Vehicle chase through 

three counties leads to 

wreck, arrest
Staff Report

LINCOLNTON – A vehicle chase through three 
counties leads to a wreck and arrest of a Hickory man.

While stationary observing traffic near the inter-
section of Cat Square Road and Reepsville Road on 
Wednesday, April 14 around 6:40 p.m. Lincoln Coun-
ty Sheriff’s deputies checked the license plate on a 
white four door Buick that came back stolen.  Depu-
ties pulled out behind the vehicle and the driver accel-
erated at a high rate of speed. Officers activated their 
emergency lights and siren and attempted to stop the 
car.

The vehicle traveled over several roads in western 
Lincoln County then continued on into Cleveland and 

Burke Counties.  
Deputies lost sight 
of the vehicle on 
Pine Ridge Drive in 
Burke County and 
began searching 
the area for the car.  
The vehicle, which 
was reported sto-
len out of Caldwell 
County, was located 
on Pine Mountain 
Drive with a dam-
aged front end but 
the driver had fled 
the scene on foot.

A resident of the 
area told officers a 
man had walked out 
of the woods offer-

Contributed

Stephen Brett Dellinger

See CHASE, page 2


