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Weather
Today: PM TStorms, 77
Tonight: TStorms, 59

Saturday: Partly Cloudy, 82
Saturday night: Cloudy, 63

Sunday: PM TStorms, 82

Obituaries

Shining the spotlight on 

two local EMS employees

MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

Today brings to a close Na-
tional EMS Week and is official-
ly EMS recognition day. Unfor-
tunately, space doesn’t allow for 
spotlighting all of the staff at Lin-
coln County Emergency Services. 
They’re all deserving of recogni-
tion and appreciation for the jobs 
they do day in and day out.

“I’ve always wanted to be in 
healthcare,” said Callie Williams 
who has been working for Lin-
coln County EMS for four years. 
“When I first got out of high 
school, I started at a company that 
kept promoting me so that aspira-
tion went on the backburner. When 
I finally left there, I felt something 
missing. A friend, who was a fire-
fighter, suggested that I go and get 
my emergency medical technician 
certificate, so I did and fell in love 
with it. I love being with the pub-
lic and I like seeing that I made a 
difference.”

After working as an EMT in 
Lincoln County, Williams de-
cided to go back to school to get 
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As anticipated, N.C. Gov. Roy Cooper an-
nounced on Wednesday that North Carolina 
will be entering into what he coined as a “saf-
er at home” Phase 2 of the three-phased ap-
proach to opening the state. During the two 
weeks North Carolinians were in Phase 1, the 
state’s overall key indicators remain stable, 
however, daily case counts have continued to 
rise. This prompted the modified Phase 2.

The stay at home order is now lifted, how-
ever, Cooper cautioned in a press conference 
on Wednesday, that it’s safer at home, espe-
cially for those at high risk. He still recom-
mends teleworking whenever possible. Mass 
gathering events are still capped at no more 
than 10 people indoors, but outdoor gatherings 
are increased to no more than 25. These lim-
its are applicable to event venues, conference 
centers, stadiums and sports arenas, amphithe-
aters and groups at parks or beaches.

While restaurants, which up until now have 
been limited to take-out service, can open 
to dine-in customers, they can do so at 50% 
of their capacity with proper distancing and 
cleaning. Personal care businesses like salons 
and barbershops can open, also at 50% of their 
capacity with social distancing and cleaning. 
Employees working at personal care business-
es are required to wear face coverings. Pools 
can open at 50% capacity as well.

Unfortunately, some businesses must still re-
main closed. Those include bars, night clubs, 
gyms and indoor fitness centers and indoor en-
tertainment venues.

Childcare facilities, day camps and over-
night camps can enroll all children and be 
open with enhanced cleaning and screening 
requirements. Retail businesses allowed to 
open in Phase 1 at 50% capacity will continue 
at that level. 

Exempt from the guidelines are churches 
and places of worship, but Cooper said that he 
hoped “congregations and leaders throughout 
North Carolina will think twice about what 
they are doing and look at these recommen-
dations and follow them for the health and the 
safety of their members.” 

There are no mass gathering cap on the peo-
ple who may attend a wedding or funeral cere-
mony. Receptions or visitations before or after 
weddings and funerals are subject to the mass 
gathering limit. Individuals are encouraged to 
follow the Three Ws to reduce the chance of 
spreading COVID-19. 

LC Veterans Services has a new employee

N.C. moves 

into ‘Safer at 

Home’ Phase 2

See SAFE, page 3
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Animals have the ability to offer a 
great source of comfort and support. 
While on the surface, the COVID-19 
pandemic has been horribly tragic, there 
is a silver lining there. At least there is 
when it comes to Lincoln County Vet-
eran’s Services. The director of Lincoln 
County Veteran’s Services, Alex Patton, 
is constantly looking for ways to better 
serve the county’s veteran population. 
This time, he’s not only found a way to 
help veterans, but also animals available 
for adoption at the county’s shelter. 

In an effort to slow down the spread 
of the novel coronavirus, Lincoln Coun-
ty shut their offices down to the general 
public the middle of April. While they 
opened back up on April 27, many of-
fices have reduced traffic. The veteran’s 
services office is no exception.

“Most of our cliental are a high-risk 
group,” Patton said. “They’re older and 

sick and wouldn’t be coming to see me 
if it weren’t to file a claim. We don’t 
want to put them at risk. I’m not going 
to completely open until June 1. If they 
need forms, I either send them by email 
or drop them off on their doorstep and 
call them and tell them they’re there. I 
don’t want someone to say they got sick 
coming to my office or sitting in the 
lobby. Believe me, I want people back 
in here, but I don’t want anyone to get 
sick.”

Last year, a joint program between 
Lincoln County Veteran’s Services and 
Lincoln County Animal Services was 
developed so that veterans could adopt 
a shelter animal for no fee, but Patton 
wanted to take this relationship further. 

“We were thinking about potentially 
going to the shelter and bringing a dog 
here and letting them spend the day and 
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ABOVE:  Roger Viquez works on the tactical medical team with Lincoln County sheriff deputies. BELOW: 
Callie Williams has been working for Lincoln County EMS, first as an emergency medical technician, then 
as a paramedic for four years.

See VETERAN, page 2

See EMS, page 3
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Lucy is becoming a fixture at Lincoln County Veteran’s Services in an effort 
to help veterans be more relaxed and to promote animal adoption.

NFHS sends out guidelines.
State associations get suggested steps for reopening high school sports.  PAGE 4

TODAY IN SPORTS


