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Ford, Hartley, Matile, Smith, Boger make up Class of 2019. PAGE 4

LCSHOF inducts 5 new members

Lincolnton PD officers 

keep city, community safe

Michelle T. Bernard / Lincoln Times-News

ABOVE: Even though K9 Nash has not had to actually apprehend a potential criminal, Officer Carroll and his fellow 
K9 handlers with the Lincolnton Police Department frequently train together. One will act as an ‘agitator’ or potential 
bad guy, wearing padded sleeves to protect themselves from the bites. BELOW: Carroll weighs the marijuana he 
confiscated during an arrest.

Lincoln Times-News rides along with officer
MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Staff Writer

There’s no such thing as a normal day 

for a person working in law enforcement. 

They may all start out similarly with put-

ting on the uniform and buckling on a duty 

belt to carry the tools of the trade. These 

tools may include a magazine pouch, a 

flashlight, a taser, a baton or nightstick, 
handcuffs, pepper spray and, of course, a 

firearm. The simple act of putting on the 
uniform and duty belt doesn’t make a law 

enforcement officer, however. There’s a 
certain mindset that those officers who are 
successful in their jobs have that makes the 

See OFFICERS, page 2

YMCA immigration center welcomes new arrivals to United States

Michelle T. Bernard / Lincoln Times-News

Lincoln County YMCA membership director Javier Salazar stands with the new resource hub, which is 
part of the YMCA’s Immigrant Integration Services.

Deputies: 

Cherryville 

man assaulted 

girlfriend
Staff report

A Lincoln County man is in jail under a no-

bond hold after he allegedly assaulted his girl-

friend.  

The girlfriend, who works a third-shift job, 

got off work on the morning of June 18 and de-

cided to get the tires on her boyfriend’s vehicle 
replaced for a Father’s Day gift.

When she arrived home to show the new 
tires to Jeremy Samuel Paris Sartin, 34, of Bess 

Chapel Church Road in Cherryville, a domes-

tic dispute developed and the woman was assaulted, accord-

ing to a press release from the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office. 
Deputies arrived on the scene to find the victim with a bruised, 
swollen left eye, bruising on her nose, dried blood on her nos-

trils and red marks on her chin, cheek and neck. 

She told officers she had been struck several times by Sartin 
with his hands and feet. The woman attempted to flee but Sartin 
grabbed her around the throat with both hands. Sartin left the 

scene with the couple’s child and the victim called 911.

See ASSAULTED, page 8

MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Staff Writer

It’s been over a year since the Lin-
coln County YMCA was asked by 
YMCA of the USA to add YMCA 
Immigration Integration services and 
New American Welcome Centers to 
its offerings. While many of the immi-
grants and refugees in the Lincolnton 
area are Hispanic, other communities, 
including the eastern side of the coun-
try, have individuals from other coun-
tries living in the community. These 
centers are open to all immigrants or 
refugees.

“The area around this Y is about 12 
percent Hispanic, as they identify,” 
executive director Joe Kovalcheck 

said. “In the past four or five years, 
this branch has gone from a very low 
number of Hispanic-Latino members. 
Now, our membership base is about 
14 percent identified Hispanic-Lati-
no.”

The YMCA is a nonpartisan organi-
zation and Kovalcheck explained that 
the work the organization is doing is 
not political.

“We know immigration is a high 
politicized issue,” he said. “We’re not 
taking a stance on it. We know the 
numbers can be skewed out of fear 
of what’s going on. We’re not getting 
into that, we’re here to serve.”

See ARRIVALS, page 8

Chalk artist gives 

downtown store 

a unique look
RACHAEL MILLER

LTN Intern

Walking through down-
town Lincolnton, the histor-
ic buildings, art sculptures in 
the street and colorful flower 
boxes contribute to the overall 
charm of the city. Just Around 
the Corner, a novelty antique 
and thrift shop, located at 120 
E. Main Street in Downtown 
Lincolnton, is adorned with 
pieces of cloth hanging from 
the awning, lively plant beds 
and a seating area in front of 
large windows, showing the 
many trinkets and antiques in-
side the store. 

But perhaps the most eye-
catching aspect of Just Around 
the Corner’s decor is the over 

5-foot-tall chalkboard filled 
with colorful designs that 
change every holiday, season 
or event. 

The designs may be most 
well known for their realistic 
style, but chalk artist Stepha-
nie Gonzalez had never drawn 
chalk art designs before her 
mother opened Just Around 
the Corner in 2016. 

“My mom loved always 
loved chalkboards,” Gonzalez 
said. “She used to do it, then 
we used to do it together, un-
til one day she said, ‘You’re a 
lot better than me at this,’ and 
I started doing it by myself.”

Gonzalez had always been 
an artistic child, at around age 

See ARTIST, page 8
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