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At their regular meeting held on Monday, 
Aug. 23, the Lincoln Charter School Board 
voted 5 to 3 to make masks mandatory for all 
students, staff, visitors, and vendors for the up-
coming 30 days. Those board members voting 
against this were Trent Jones, Jonathan Austin 
and Joel Dalton. The mandate will terminate 
once the board either considers the matter again 
or it expires on Sept. 28.

At this time, there have been 21 positive cas-
es in Denver and nine in Lincolnton. This has 
led to 80 people being quarantined in Denver 
and 43 in Lincolnton.

This mandate is temporary and applies only 
to indoor spaces and activities. It applies to all 
individuals inside school facilities (staff, stu-
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Rachel Pope Abernathy 
Jimmy Wayne Beard 

John Cephus “J.C.” Charles 
Jerry William Fortenberry

George L. Hernandez

Judy Lynn Helms Reese
Jane Stallings Roseman

Johnny Ray “Pop” Smith
Anthony “Tony” Wentz
Gerald “Jerry” Williams

Debbie Faye Honeycutt
Betty Ann Hartsoe

Mitchell “Mose” Kalin, Jr.
John Lemmers

Brenda Lineberger Poole 

Weather
Today: Sunny, 91

Tonight: TShowers, 69
Thursday: Sun and Clouds, 89 

Thursday night: Cloudy, 68 
Friday: Partly Cloudy, 92   

Obituaries

Farming is romantic: couple share the bounty of their 

farm with others

Lincoln County Schools students 

return to school

Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News

School is back in session for Lincoln County Schools. Cars and school buses rolled up to schools to drop 
children off to start classes in person, five days a week.

MICHELLE T. BERNARD
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Jennifer and Andre Gagne relocated to 
Charlotte in 2010 to get away from the 
snow up north and to be closer to family. 

“We got tired of the hustle and bustle 
of Charlotte,” Andre Gagne said. “We 
were in a country setting in New Hamp-
shire and missed it. Jenn saw this house 
when it first came on the market and af-
ter we drove past it, we both said at the 
same time, ‘yes, that’s it.’”

The couple purchased the 1910 farm-
house situated on five acres of land on 
Old Plank Road in Iron Station and 
christened it “Hampton Hills Farm.”

“We always had huge gardens,” Jen-
nifer Gagne said. “We always loved 
growing our own food. We did it in New 
Hampshire and I did it growing up.”

The couple firmly believe in growing 
food, not lawns. They’ve been in Iron 
Station for two and a half years and have 
been slowly putting in place vegetable 
beds and planting fruit trees. They main-
tain their vegetable beds with no or min-
imal tillage, utilizing compost and apply 
no pesticides or herbicides.

In addition to selling their produce on 

Saturdays at the Denver Farmer’s Mar-
ket and maintaining a farm membership 
plan offering discounts and preference 
buying to members, the couple also of-
fer their property as a venue for micro 
weddings, elopements or custom, inti-
mate corporate or other events. 

“We love entertaining,” Andre Gagne 
said. “I’m a firefighter and former exec-
utive chef by trade. Most weekends we 
find ourselves entertaining people with 
either me cooking or Jenn out here mak-
ing S’mores over the fire and making 
sure the kids are happy. We wanted to 
share what we have here.”

Sharing for the Gagnes isn’t limited to 
the space. Those who plan events at the 
farm can also arrange for a farm to table 
menu that can include seasonal produce 
from their farm as well as from neigh-
boring farms.

“Our farming methods result in some 
of the healthiest vegetables you can 
get,” he said. “Farming is romantic. 
It’s hard work, but there’s a connec-
tion to the earth that you feel when you 
put your hands in the dirt. You don’t get 

See FARM, page 2

Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News

Jennifer and Andre Gagne share not only healthy vegetables grown on 

their farm in Iron Station, but also eggs from their free-range chickens and 

offer the farm as a venue space for intimate gatherings..

Memorial service 

for Lincoln County 

sheriff’s deputy 

who died in the line 

of duty
Staff Report

LINCOLNTON – A memorial service for 
John Hugh Howell, II will be held at noon on 
Thursday, Aug. 26.  The service will be held on 
the east side of the Lincoln County Courthouse.

John Hugh Howell, II was only 24 years old 
when he was shot and killed Aug. 26, 1973 
when he responded to a domestic dispute in 
which a man had assaulted his daughter. Sgt. 
Howell was familiar with the family because of 
previous trips to diffuse domestic incidents so 
when he arrived at the location the man’s son let 
him into the house.

While inside he exchanged shots with the fa-
ther, who was armed with a .22 caliber rifle.  Ser-
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days


