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Weather
Today: Cloudy 75

Tonight: Cloudy 55
Thursday: Cloudy 69 

Thursday night: Rain 58 
Friday: Rain 70  

Obituaries

TODAY IN SPORTS

LCS wins Wells Fargo Cup.
School finishes first in 1A standings for second time. PAGE 4
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Mackenzie “Kenzie” Kaylin Connolly, 12, from Vale performs throughout Lincoln County.

MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

A young musician, who has been playing music 
from the time she was able to pull herself up to her 
mother’s piano and bang on the keys, has been spend-
ing her free time busking for cash. Mackenzie “Ken-
zie” Kaylin Connolly, who taught herself to play the 
ukulele when she was 10 years old now prefers the 
guitar and keyboard because those instruments give 
her more flexibility with her music. 

“The guitar’s better for busking,” she said. “You can 
play more songs with the guitar and I’ve started to like 
to play more Janis Joplin and country music. The uku-
lele’s fun, but you can’t do all that with it.”

To busk means to play music or otherwise perform 
in a public space for donations. Kenzie, who is also 
writing some of her own music, has been playing on 
a regular basis at a rural hardware store in Vale, Half-
Way Supply, and has been raising a surprising amount 
of money doing it. She’s also performed at The Meat-
ing Place and Untapped Territory in Lincolnton.

Kenzie’s parents own K9 Command, a dog training 
company in Vale. Half-Way Supply, which is one of 
those old-fashioned hardware stores that are scattered 
throughout the country, is located across the street 
from her parents’ business on N.C. 18. 

“I didn’t really expect anything, but the first time 
I played there, I made $100 in an hour,” she said. “I 
started going there all the time but had to stop during 
the pandemic.”

Kenzie helped fund the purchase of a new key-
board with money she raised busking. She now has 
a good fan base at Half-Way Supply who also fol-
low her on Facebook. She plays with some regular-
ity at Dragonfly, a small wine market in Shelby and 
leads worship at her church. She recently auditioned 
for Lincoln Idol and is one of the youngest perform-
ers who made the cut to the top 20.

The 12-year-old was a student at Lincoln Charter 
School but with 100% remote learning and inade-
quate Internet service, Kenzie and her brother, Land-
on are now being homeschooled. Kenzie broke her 
strumming arm in March, but still managed to keep 
practicing.

“I’d like to perform on ‘America’s Got Talent,’ one 
day,” she said. “I think that’d be pretty cool. A lot of 
people have said I should go on it.”

Kenzie maintains an active YouTube channel, 
“Kenzie Kaylin Sings,” where she “sings and plays 
music and all that jazz.” She’s also writing some of 
her own music.

Beatty’s Ford beach access and East 

Lincoln Mobility study discussed at BOC 

meeting

Busking for dough
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The Lincoln County Board of 
Commissioners met once again 
with Duke Energy representatives 
for about an hour Monday after-
noon to discuss a planned beach 
access to Lake Norman at Beatty’s 
Ford Park on Unity Church Road 
in Denver. 

The project is required of Duke 
in order to maintain its hydroelec-
tric operating license issued by the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission. The plan includes 89 total 
recreation commitments around the 
lake to be completed over a 20-year 
period from 2018-2037, with most 
scheduled within the first 10 years. 
The Beatty’s Ford Park project is 
one of 31 scheduled to be complet-
ed within the first five years of the 
plan.

In terms of the scope of the Be-

atty’s Ford Park project, Duke En-
ergy plans to put in a swim beach 
made up of roughly a quarter-acre 
of sand, a fishing pier and addition-
al parking spots to accommodate 
the new amenities. 

There are still matters that the 
commissioners were concerned 
about namely traffic, the safety of 
the park, under the current pro-
posal, there are to be no lifeguards, 
the costs of upkeep of the park and 
whom would be responsible for 
that, and how many community 
members would actually use the 
park and whether the costs were 
worth any potential benefits.

“You have to understand, and 
you all have the obligation to do 
what you have to do,” Commission 
Chairman Carrol Mitchem said to 
the Duke representatives. “We also 
have obligations to the citizens of 
Lincoln County, that’s who we rep-

resent. As I said earlier, this is go-
ing to be a burden on the county, 
it’ll be a burden no matter which 
way we go.”

At this point, according to Com-
missioner Bud Cesena, the coun-
ty has two choices, go along with 
Duke’s plan and continue the lease 
agreement or turn the property back 
over to Duke. Either way there’ll 
be a beach. The county will be get-
ting input from the community in 
the future and a decision will be 
made in January 2021.

At the regular board meeting, a 
presentation was made on the East 
Lincoln Mobility Study by Andrew 
Bryant, Lincoln County Planning 
and Inspections director and Jona-
than Whitehurst, the project man-
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Kirk Herbertson is running for re-election for the 
District 3 seat of the Lincoln County Schools Board 
of Education because he “enjoyed being on the school 
board and still wants to work for the kids, especially 
for the special needs kids.” He specified helping get 
more EC teachers in the system as his most notable 
accomplishment while he’s been on the board.

“I voted for the teachers to get hired,” he said. 
“When they come before us with suggestions about 
who to hire for EC teachers, I voted for them. I also 
visited the schools and tried to go back to the board 
with whatever the schools needed.”

Herbertson said that he’s a team player and that’s 
how he’ll work towards unity with the board of edu-
cation and Lincoln County Commissioners.

“I’ll try to get along with them and have a good re-
lationship,” he said. 

The knack for forecasting, making a sound budget 
and getting the most out of funds allocated is what 
Jason Beckley brings to the table as a candidate. He 
graduated from the University of North Carolina 
Charlotte with a bachelor’s degree and has an MBA 
as well.

“I’m on several boards in both Lincoln and Cataw-
ba Counties and my wife is very active with the Lin-
coln County Child Advocacy Center,” he said. “I’ve 
worked with the school system through the Denver/
Lake Norman Rotary.”

Then Lincolnton Middle School principal Dana 
Ayers reached out to the Denver/Lake Norman Ro-
tary in her efforts to raise money for an adaptive play-
ground at Lincolnton Middle. 

“We helped bring in around $15,000 which helped a 
good bit,” he said. “Dr. Ayers went out and got a good 
bit of money also as far as grants and other things. 
This would have been the only adaptive playground 
for the entire school district, but they (the school dis-
trict) couldn’t pay for it. That was a couple of years 
ago, but it was one of the things that inspired me to 
run for the board.”

Having a variety of talent on the board is something 
that Beckley believes is important – be it legal, teach-
ers and financial.

“I sit on some of these boards and I don’t know 
anything about what they’re talking about to some 

Herbertson runs 

against two others for 
the BOE District 3 

seat
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Vale musician perfects her talent in surprising places

Lincoln County man 

charged with child 

sexual assault
Staff Report

LINCOLNTON - A Lincoln County man has been 
charged with child sexual assault.  On Sept. 12, the 
Lincoln County Sheriff's Office received informa-
tion about a child who had been sexually assaulted 
by Donald Charles Curtis, 68, of Lenora Circle, Lin-
colnton.

Detective K. Harrington began the investigation 
and determined the female victim was related to the 
suspect.  The victim was interviewed at the Lincoln 
County Child Advocacy Center on Sept. 15 where 
the child abuse was disclosed.

Donald Charles Curtis was interviewed by Detec-
tive Harrington on Sept. 18 and arrested following 
the interview.  He is 
charged with three fel-
ony counts of indecent 
liberties with a child.  
He was taken before a 
Lincoln County mag-
istrate and placed in 
the Harven A. Crouse 
Detention Center un-
der as $45,000 secured 
bond.  He has a first 
appearance in Lincoln 
County District Court 
on Sept. 21. Contributed
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