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Alexis man arrested
on child sexual
assault charges

$1.00

New Hesed director wants to
work himself out of a job

Staff Report

LINCOLNTON – An Alexis man was arrested
last night following a missing person search by
Lincoln County Sheriff’s deputies.
The Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office
received a report on
May 11 at approximately 12:30 p.m. of
a man sexually abusing a female juvenile. When he was
confronted about the
allegations by nonlaw enforcement perContributed sonnel he fled into a
heavily wooded area
Gabriel Aaron Bosworth
See ARRESTED, page 8

Two more days in
early primary voting
MICHELLE T. BERNARD
Senior Staff Writer

LINCOLN COUNTY – There are only two more
days left (Friday and Saturday) for early voting. As
noted in an early story, this election compels particular attention for Lincoln County voters. Several races will be decided in this election, not during
Election Day in November.
The Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office election has
three Republicans running for the seat. Incumbent
Bill Beam who’s seeking a second term. He’s challenged by Erin Long and Ronnie Messer.
The Lincoln County Commissioners race has
only Republican candidates. There are five candidates contending two open seats on the board. Bud
Cesena and Milton Sigmon are seeking second
terms. Both Glenn Fiscus and Tim Holder ran in
2020 have returned to this race. Jamie Lineberger

Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News

Keith Poston, the new director of Hesed House of Hope.
MICHELLE T. BERNARD
Senior Staff Writer

LINCOLNTON - Not too many people start a new
job with the hope that one day they’ll be out of a job,
but Keith Poston has. This Lincolnton native was recently hired as the new director of Hesed House of
Hope, Lincoln County’s only homeless shelter. Poston
grew up on Moody Drive, a/k/a the “Hill” in Lincolnton, then his family moved to the Car Farm area. He
graduated from Lincolnton High School in 1993 and
attended Wingate University graduating with a bachelor’s degree in business management.
“I came back home for four or five months after college and then went on to work for the Lake Norman
YMCA from 1998 to 2008,” he said. “I wore many different hats there. I left that job in 2008 and did a little

See VOTING, page 8

bit of real estate work but working behind a desk is not
my thing. I loved working with the kids. I was hired by
what was then known as the North Mecklenburg Soccer Club where I worked for 10 years. I was the director
for the recreation program.”
Over the past couple of years, Poston really wanted to come back home and get a job in the Lincolnton area. He and his family moved back to Lincolnton
seven years ago to get away from the congestion of the
Mecklenburg area.
“I wanted to get back to where I had space and some
peace,” he said. “My lovely wife and I bought a house
and had a child in 2015. All the community work that
I’ve done so far has been in the Mecklenburg area and
See HESED, page 2

Atkins presents his last county budget
MICHELLE T. BERNARD
Senior Staff Writer

LINCOLNTON - At their last regular meeting,
County Manager Kelly Atkins presented what will be
his eighth and last county budget. Atkins will be retiring the end of June. As is the case with past budgets,
education is the largest expenditure, 25% of the budget, with the sheriff’s office and jail following at 16%.
The bulk of income, 58%, comes from property taxes,
which will not increase according to this budget. The
public hearing on the county budget, which balances at
$130,381,496 will be held on Monday, May 16 at 6:30
p.m. Property taxes will not increase if the commissioners accept this budget.
“Next year will be an interesting year with ‘reval,’”
Atkins said. “Early indications are that folks could see
between 50 and 60% increases in their property values.
That’s not to say that they will be hit with that large
of a tax increase. The general statutes require that the
commissioners look at a revenue neutral rate first and
then you work from that neutral rate as to meet your

needs. There’ll be much more to come as far as ‘reval’
and property values. Property owners shouldn’t panic
if they get a high valuation because it’s going to be discussed in depth.”
The budget in its entirety is available on the Lincoln
County web site.
Also at this meeting, the commissioners and planning board heard the following zoning matters:
The application of William Stephans to rezone a
2.74-acre tract from Residential Single-Family to
Conditional Zoning and General Industry to permit the
expansion of an auto body repair and paint shop. The
property is located on the north side of N.C. 27 at the
intersection with Rhyne Forest Road in Ironton Township.
Doreni Bridges requests to rezone a 0.9-acre tract
from Residential Single-Family to Residential Suburban. The property is located at 600 and 602 Clarks
Creek Rd in the Lincolnton Township.
An application from Clayton Homes requesting to
rezone a 1-acre tract from Residential Single-Family
to Transitional Residential. The property is located

on the east side of Grigg Road about 1,000 feet north
of the intersection with Howards Creek Mill Road in
Howards Creek Township.
The above matters will be voted on at the next meeting of the board of commissioners.
A request from Charles and Reva Ingle for a special
use permit to allow the placement of a Class C singlewide manufactured home in the Residential Suburban
zoning district was approved. The 3.3-acre parcel is located on the west side of Gates Road about 1,700 feet
north of Gastonia Hwy in Lincolnton Township.
Commissioners approved the application from North
Brook Fire and Rescue for a watershed special use permit to exceed 12% impervious surface area in the Indian Creek WS-II Protected Area as a special nonresidential intensity allocation under the 10/70 option. The
applicant is proposing to develop a 5.33-acre site for a
5400-square-foot fire station, with an impervious surface area of approximately 17.6%. The subject prop-

Obituaries
Mildred Elizabeth Hoyle Allen
Gregory Allen “Greg” Chislom
Finley Eugene Eckard
Jonathan A. Eudy

Frances Othelia Nichols Faw Hall
Bruce Alan Jordan
Wayne Ogle, Jr.

See BOC, page 3

Weather
Today: Rain Showers, 71
Tonight: Showers, 60
Saturday: Showers, 81
Tuesday night: Clear, 59
Sunday: PM TStorms, 83

RE-ELECT BILL BEAM

SHERIFF
Proven Leadership
(Paid for by Bill Beam for Sheriff)

