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DENVER – Before the COVID epidemic, there was 
the polio epidemic. Throughout the first half of the 20th 
century, polio epidemics ravaged American communi-
ties and like COVID, there was seemingly no cure. Un-
like COVID, children were much more prone to the dis-
ease. 

A wave of polio came to western North Carolina in 
1944. Hickory stood at the center of a summer wave 
of infections and while doctors still didn’t know what 
caused the disease, they vowed to fight it as best they 
could. Turning a summer camp into an emergency hos-
pital in 54 hours was just the first of numerous wonders 
that has become known as “The Miracle of Hickory.”   

The Eastern Lincoln Historical Society will present a 
talk by Historian Richard Eller on Monday, March 13 
at the Mundy House Annex. Eller will detail the heroic 
steps taken by a core of medical professionals to combat 
the calamity that emerged during the dark days of World 
War II. Using film, first-hand accounts, documents and 
recollections, Eller will take the audience back to a dire 
situation and the triumph that emerged against all odds.

Lincoln County wasn’t as hard hit as Hickory. Long-
time City of Lincolnton manager David Lowe said at 
first, they didn’t even know that an epidemic was go-
ing on. The symptom he first experienced was severe 
cramping in his legs, mostly at night. It eventually got so 
bad he couldn’t straighten his leg out. 

Weather
Today: Sunny, 58
Tonight: Clear, 35

Tuesday: Sunny, 49
Tuesday night: Clear, 29
Wednesday: Sunny, 59

Nail by nail, weekend by weekend: One step 

closer to home ownership

Obituaries

Catawba County historian to give talk on the polio epidemic Monday 

evening at Mundy House
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Volunteers of Habitat for Humanity of Lincoln County raise one of the walls on a home going to 
Samantha Brooks (pictured below) in Lincolnton on Saturday. This is the 48th project Habitat for 
Humanity of Lincoln County has undertaken in the county.
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LINCOLNTON – A single mother bringing up 
three sons is closing in on home ownership. Samantha 
Brooks applied through Habitat for Humanity of Lin-
coln County in March of 2022 and was accepted into 
their homeowner services program. 

“Being here and watching everything get put togeth-
er is almost like a dream,” she said.

Those accepted into Habitat’s program must put in 
at least 250 hours of sweat labor, according to Kris 
Vanderpool, executive director for Habitat for Human-
ity of Lincoln County. They also have to pay 30% of 
their income for their home. 

“Samantha is pretty dedicated to getting it done,” 
she said. “She’s been out there at every build we’ve 
done. Habitat is a ‘hand up,” not a ‘hand out’ program. 
The way they benefit from it the most is that they’re 
still paying for their home, but they’re not burdened 
with the cost of the labor because much of the labor is 

See HABITAT, page 2

TODAY IN SPORTS

Rebels fall at Maiden
Game ends with controversial strike three         PAGES 8 AND 9

Contact Us: (704) 240-9393 2426 East Main Street, Lincolnton, N.C.                                

$1.00

Lincoln County’s Home Newspaper
Monday, March 13, 2023 Vol. lVII — No.  72

Search warrant nets 

methamphetamine 

traffickers
Staff Report

LINCOLNTON - A Narcotics Operation was 
conducted on March 9 between the Lincoln, Cleve-
land and Caldwell County sheriff offices. The joint 
operation resulted in a large seizure of narcotics 
and the arrest of a two Methamphetamine Traf-
fickers. The two suspects were arrested after a 
search warrant was executed at a residence located 
at 1976 Willis Road in Vale. The suspects, Karan 
Lynn Holmes-Still, age 59, and Justin Adam Mill-
er, age 39, were taken into custody without inci-
dent. Investigators conducted a search of the prop-
erty and located approximately 1150 grams (2½ 
pounds) of methamphetamine, 10 firearms and 
over $4,000 of U.S. currency. The methamphet-
amine has a street value of $172,500. 

As a result, Holmes-Still was charged with two 
counts of felonious trafficking of methamphet-
amine, possession of a stolen firearm, possession 

See TRAFFICKERS, page 10
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Richard Eller filming segments for his documentary on the polio epidemic. Photo taken in 2016. See POLIO, page 2

Lengthy 

investigation leads to 

arrest on drug and 

weapon charges
Staff Report

LINCOLNTON – A lengthy investigation by 
Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office narcotics inves-
tigators led to a number of drug related charges 
against a Lincoln County man.

Narcotics officers executed a search warrant 
at an outbuilding located at 1998 Buffalo Shoals 
Road, Lincolnton on March 8.   The warrant was 
served following a lengthy investigation where of-
ficers used surveillance techniques and undercover 
purchases of several different kind of narcotics.

During the search, investigators seized 53 grams 
of methamphetamine, nine grams of fentanyl, five 
grams of psilocybin mushrooms, 108 grams of 
marijuana and a firearm reported stolen from Rock 
Hill, S.C.

Officers arrested Chad Christopher Caldwell, 50, 

See WEAPONS, page 10


