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Former Lincolnton High School principal Tony Lee 
Worley, 58, plead guilty to three Class G felonies of 
sexual activity by a student by a school administra-
tor, each of which contains a possible maximum pun-
ishment of 47 months and two counts of soliciting to 
commit a sex act with a student by a school adminis-
trator which is a Class I felony, punishable by up to 24 
months each on Tuesday, July 14. The total maximum 
punishment would have been 189 months. 

Worley’s attorney, David Teddy Worley reached a 
plea arrangement with the district attorney for the five 
counts (three Class G and two Class I) and consoli-
dated them into two separate judgments to be served 
consecutive to each other for an active sentence of be-

tween 20-42 months to be served at the Division of 
Adult Corrections. As a further condition of his plea, 
the state will not proceed against Worley for any other 
charges arising under the investigation. 

The sentencing hearing was presided over by Judge 
W. Todd Pomeroy. During his sentencing hearing, 
Worley made no comments.

“As much as is put on our educators today,” Pome-
roy said. “I find this behavior to be reprehensible. It’s 
manipulative, coercive and predatory. That’s not what 
we send our kids to school for. This is a negotiated 
plea and the court will accept that.” 

During his sentence, Pomeroy recommended that 
Worley take part in the sex offender treatment pro-
gram offered by the division of corrections. After he’s 
released from jail, Worley will have to register as a 

sex offender for 30 years.
Worley was arrested on July 8, 2019 by the Lincoln-

ton Police Department and charged with two counts 
of felony indecent liberties with a student, five counts 
of felony sexual activity with a student, two counts 
of felony solicitation of sex with a student and two 
counts of misdemeanor solicitation for indecent lib-
erties with a minor. The magistrate set his bond at 
$47,000 and Worley was released on a surety appear-
ance bond issued by Seneca Insurance Company. 

According to the arrest warrants, offenses of felo-
ny sexual activity with a student occurred between 
March 1, 2019 and June 7, 2019, offenses of indecent 
liberties with two known students occurred between 

Contact Us: (704) 735-3031 119 West Water Street, Lincolnton, NC                                

$1.00

Lincoln County’s Home Newspaper
Wednesday, July 15, 2020 Vol. 1V — No.  21

Weather
Today: Sunny 91

Tonight: Partly Cloudy 70
Thursday: Partly Cloudy 89 

Thursday night: Cloudy 70 
Friday: Sunny 90  

Obituaries

TODAY IN SPORTS

Plan “B” a positive for athletics?
Governor’s announcement on Tuesday puts NCHSAA on deck . PAGE 4

Geraldine Stone Barton

Lilly Campfield Clark
Dan Nester Houser, Jr.

Donna Frazier Huffman

MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

In the second of what Anthony “Jamel” Farley refers 
to as a “revival,” local pastors, ministers and community 
members paid homage to first responders and healthcare 
workers at Atrium Health – Lincoln Monday afternoon. 

The first of these prayer services initiated by Farley was 
held on Wednesday, June 10, began with a conversation 
that started here and there after the death of George Floyd 
at the hands of a white police officer. Farley, along with a 
group of local pastors and ministers worked together for 
the event which brought a widely diverse group of people 
together in prayer.

Last Tuesday, Scott Mann senior pastor at New Vision 
Ministries in Lincolnton held a well-attended prayer walk 
in downtown Lincolnton.

Instead of praying for an end to racial injustice and po-
lice brutality as they did at the first service, the diverse 
group prayed on Monday for first responders and hospital 
care workers.

The job description of a first responder includes the re-
quirement that they head directly into danger to help oth-
ers. This may be to fight a fire or confront a person with a 
gun or other weapon. In these days of COVID, however, 
first responders may well be called into the home or oth-
erwise in close contact with a person who has COVID. 
This adds more risk to an already hazardous job. Hospi-
tal care workers, doctors and administration staff are now 
confronted with a disease that is not well understood, rel-
atively easily spread and can be deadly.

Mildred Maddock, minister at El Shaddai Full Gos-
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LEFT: Former Lincolnton High School principal Tony Worley is handcuffed by Lincoln County Sheriff’s Deputy Roger Hilton after pleading guilty of 
numerous counts involving sexual activity with students. RIGHT: Tony Worley’s mug shot (contributed).
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