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LINCOLNTON - Lincoln County Sheriff’s 
detectives have charged a Vale man with the 
sexual assault and kidnapping of a 36-year-old 
white female.

On Aug. 3 at 8:16 p.m., the Lincoln County 
Sheriff’s Office received a report of a sexual 
assault of an adult female.  The victim provid-
ed details of the incidents that began on Aug. 
2.  She explained that the suspect, Franklin Lu-
ther Beam IV, 41, of Lackey Road, Vale lured 
her to his residence, since he was not supposed 
to be home because there is an active 50-B re-
straining order of protection between the two 
parties.  

Lead Detective D. Renn said that upon her 
arrival to the residence, Franklin Luther Beam 
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At their regular meeting held on Aug. 5, the Lin-
colnton City Council discussed one of the city’s down-
town economic development incentive programs. This 
program is intended to encourage the creation of ad-
ditional full service/full menu restaurants by provid-
ing funds to assist with the cost of extensive building 
renovations necessary to create such a restaurant.

Because the city intends to finance the targeted in-
centive program through electrical fund revenues, 
staff recently sought legal advice to ensure that such 
use of the electrical fund is appropriate. The recom-
mendation received was to link the incentive program 
to requirements for energy efficiency measures as part 
of the incentive program. 

The recommended changes were as follows:
1. The current program funding involves a loan that 

can be forgiven if a restaurant that meets the program 
requirements remains in place for a minimum of five 
years. The proposed program is a grant that would not 
have to be repaid unless a restaurant that meets pro-
gram requirements does not remain in place for a min-
imum of five years.

2. The current program has a maximum funding 
amount of up to $200,000 per eligible restaurant. The 

proposed program has a maximum funding amount of 
$50,000 per eligible restaurant.

3. The current program has a dollar for dollar mini-
mum match by the applicant in order to be eligible for 
funding. The proposed program requires a minimum 
investment by the applicant of $150,000 in eligible ex-
penditures in order to be qualify for funding.

4. The current program does not include a job cre-
ation requirement. The proposed program requires the 
restaurant to create and maintain a minimum of two 
full time equivalent jobs for at least five years.

5. The current program requires the restaurant to in-
clude a minimum of 50 seats. The proposed program 
eliminates that requirement.

6. The current program requires the building reno-
vation to be performed by a general contractor and the 
required written itemized cost estimate to be prepared 
by a general contractor. The proposed program elimi-
nates the requirement for the services of a general con-
tractor.

7. The proposed program requires that all funding 
be paid back to the City in the event the applicant sells 
the building or the restaurant within five years of re-
ceipt of funds.

The council approved the changes to the program.
Cliff Brumfield, from the Lincoln Economic Devel-

opment Association gave councilmembers an update 
on recent changes to the Lincolnton Industrial Incen-
tive Grant Policy which the council approved

Laura Morris, community relations director present-
ed a proposal on the Cruisin’ for a Cause event which 
will be held in downtown Lincolnton on Sept. 18. This 
year, they requested permission to serve alcohol at the 
event. Council approved the serving of alcohol at the 
event.

Council approved the following zoning matters
The application of Clayton Kale/Alotbetter, LLC for 

rezoning of approximately 1.36 acres from Neighbor-
hood Business to Residential-25. The property is lo-
cated at 2409 East N.C. Highway 150. The property 
currently has a single-family home on it that was con-
verted to an office use. The applicant wants to sell the 
property for use as a single-family home again.

The application of Piedmont Companies to rezone 
approximately 1.5 acres from R-8 and R-0 to Planned 
Residential Development to allow a townhome devel-
opment consisting of 20 units. This petition was de-
ferred from the July meeting to allow time for staff 
to access the feasibility of a vehicular connection to 
Arney Street and for the applicant to provide a land-
scape plan. 
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2021 Apple Queen 

crowned in ‘living color’

MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

There’s a new Apple Queen in town. Lucky con-
testant number 13, Ashley Fisher, the daughter of 
Steve Fisher and Wesley and Candice Dickerson 
and a senior at Lincolnton High School not only 
won the evening gown portion of the pageant, but 
also walked away with the crown. The theme of 
the pageant, which is the first live event to be held 
in the James W. Warren Citizens Center since the 
pandemic began, was “No Longer Virtual – We 
are in Living Color.” 

A mere eight weeks ago, these girls and their 
apprentices started preparation for the pageant. 
Fisher had been an apprentice the year before, so 
she had a behind the scenes idea of what was in-
volved. 

“I decided that I was going to do it this year,” 
she said. “It was a lot of hard work and last night 
was one of the most surreal moments in my life 
because I’ve always looked up to the Apple Queen 
since I was a little girl. It’s a good way to get schol-
arship money and I’ve always wanted to get out 

Lincolnton City Council members approve changes to one of the 

city’s targeted incentive program 
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ABOVE: 2020 Miss Lincoln County Apple Queen Ava Parnell, now a “Forever Apple Queen,” pins the crown 
on this year’s winner, Ashley Fisher. BELOW: Ashley Fisher also won the evening gown portion of the 
competition.
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Vale man charged 

with sexual assault, 

kidnapping

Sheriff's deputies 

asking for public's 

help in locating 

missing man
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LINCOLNTON - Lincoln County Sheriff’s 
Office deputies responded to Lakewood Care 
Center at 7981 Optimist Club Rd Denver in 
reference to a missing persons report at 9:12 
p.m. on Aug. 7.

 Deputies were advised that Charles Rickey 
Carringer, 56, 
had walked 
off from the 
facility and 
was last seen 
around 2:30 
p.m. on Aug. 
7. Charles 
suffers from 
a cognitive  
impairment. 
He is around 
five feet-elev-
en inches tall 
and weighs 
around 150 
lbs. He is a 
white male, 
slender build, 
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