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Today: Sunny, 93
Tonight: Mostly Clear, 67

Thursday: Mostly Sunny, 95
Thursday night: Partly Cloudy, 68
Wednesday: PM Thunderstorms, 92

Sports

Lincoln Charter tennis defeats Christ the King to reach 6-0. PAGE 4

Lady Eagles stay perfect
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Proposed charter 

school site causes a stir

Matt Chapman / Lincoln Times-News

ABOVE: Residents who live near the proposed charter school location share their concerns regarding 
traffic. BELOW: Kimley-Horn engineer Jonathan Guy (left) answers questions about the traffic study.

MATT CHAPMAN

Staff Writer

Ryan Companies – a national build-
er, developer, designer and real estate 
management company – approached 
the Lincoln County Board of Commis-
sioners Monday evening seeking the 
rezoning of 26 acres at the intersection 
of N.C. 73 and Club Drive in Denver to 
permit the construction of West Lake 
Preparatory Academy, a K-8 charter 
school currently operating on the cam-
pus of Holy Spirit Catholic Church.

The proposal calls for an amendment 
to the master plan for the Villages of 
Cowans Ford, a mixed-use develop-
ment approved in 2003 for more than 
200 homes and 90,000 square feet of 
commercial space. The homes, which 
make up the existing Ballentrae and 
Treetops subdivisions, have already 
been built, but a vast majority of the 
commercial component remains unfin-
ished.

If approved, the rezoning would do 
away with the remaining commer-
cial space, which would be used in-
stead for the charter school. The pro-
posal doesn’t specify a use for the four 
acres of the property that front N.C. 

See CHARTER, page 2

Retired flight 

attendent 

recalls flying 

on 9/11
MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

A Lincolnton woman 
has put up her wings af-
ter spending the last 30 
years as a flight atten-
dant. A lifelong Lincoln 
County resident, Linda 
Taylor-Schultz recently 
retired from American 
Airlines. After gradu-
ating from Lincolnton 
High School in 1963, 
she attended Peace Col-
lege in Raleigh where 
she had aspirations of 
being a history teacher 

but that didn’t quite work 
out.

“I changed my major a 
couple of times, then had 
to go to summer school 
because of that,” she 
said. “I never did go into 
teaching. When I got out 
of college I started work-
ing at First Citizens Bank 
as a teller.”

Taylor-Schultz worked 
her way up over 18 years 
from a teller to a bank au-
ditor. She then worked 

See FLIGHT, page 8

Contributed

Linda Taylor-Schultz on her last flight to Cancun. 

Oakes settles into new role at Lincolnton Middle
MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

Taking the skills he developed 
while leading the band at St. Ste-
phens High School in Hickory, 
Casey Oakes is now assisting 
with the leadership at Lincolnton 
Middle School. Oakes did his 
student teaching at North Lin-
coln High School with Neil Un-
derwood before going out on his 
own as a music teacher. Born and 
raised in Hickory, Oakes attend-
ed St. Stephens High School. 

“A lot of what we did in the 
band world is similar to adminis-
tration, working with personnel, 
finances and students and doing 
long-range program planning,” 

he said. “It seemed like a natu-
ral fit. My real push to becom-
ing an administrator was to have 
a greater impact on students. I 
wanted to be involved in all dif-
ferent areas of the school.”

Growing up, Oakes said he 
was a bit of a nerd and loved 
school and like being a band di-
rector, an administrator position 
is a people-centered job which he 
also enjoys.

“I’m always working face to 
face with folks doing a lot of 
coaching,” he said. “Whether it’s 
music or now coaching teachers 
or students. A lot of times when 
you’re working with musicians, Michelle T. Bernard / Lincoln Times-News

The new assistant principal at Lincolnton Middle, Casey Oakes is well-versed in what 
needs to be done to keep a school running. He even fills in as a bus driver, when needed.See OAKES, page 3


