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Weather
Today: AM Showers, 48

Tonight: Cloudy, 37
Thursday: PM Showers, 41
Thursday night: Rain, 27
Friday: Mostly Sunny, 44

From Ireland to Lincolnton 

Michelle T. Bernard / Lincoln Times-News

John McHugh made his way from Ireland to his current position as the dean of the Lincolnton campus of 
Gaston College

MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

Originally from Ireland, John 
McHugh attended community col-
lege with the intention of studying 
engineering, until he was offered a 
job with the Irish government, which 
disrupted his engineering aspirations.

“The idea of going to college was 
to get a job and they were offering me 
a job,” he said. “So, I took it. If I’d 
have stayed there, I would’ve had 35 
years and could have retired, but what 
did I know?”

McHugh worked for the govern-
ment for five years before making 
what turned out to be a life-changing 
decision that ultimately landed him 
as dean of the Lincolnton campus of 
Gaston College.

“I saw people who had been there 
(with the government) for 30 years 
and they were doing the same thing,” 

he said. “I said to myself, there must 
be more than this. There must be 
something else outside the city limits. 
My mother and father thought that I’d 
lost my mind. ‘Why would you take a 
year off from a good government job 
with pensions and benefits?’”

It was a big gamble for this 
23-year-old. There was no guarantee 
that there’d be a job available for him 
when he got back, but McHugh want-
ed to see what else was out there. He 
zigzagged from one end of the world 
to the other. He went anywhere and 
everywhere that he had a friend or 
relative. He saw Scotland, England, 
Wales, France, Singapore, Malaysia 
and the Philippines.

“I had a great time.  This was the 
life, speedboats and water skiing” he 
said. “I had a backpack and did it as 
cheap as I could.”

Then McHugh ended up in Amer-

ica and met his future wife in New 
York. 

“I tried to convince her to go back 
to Ireland with me,” he said. “We 
went for a visit in August and it 
was the hottest day in three years – 
70 degrees. We were having a heat 
wave and it was the end of the world. 
Couldn’t find a fan anywhere. She 
told me, ‘I can’t live here, I’ll freeze. 
If it’s 70 in the summertime, what’s 
it like in the winter?’ So, we came 
back and lived in New York for a lit-
tle bit.”

The company that his wife worked 
for transferred her to Gastonia in 
1988. McHugh tried working con-
struction, but there wasn’t much 
money in that trade at the time, so 
he decided to start up his own build-
ing and maintenance company. The 

Lincoln 

County man 

charged with 

kidnapping, 

assault
Staff Report

LINCOLNTON – A Lincoln County man is 
charged with assaulting a female causing seri-
ous injuries.

The victim told officers that Benny Ray 
Garrett, Jr., 47, of 2595 North Aspen Street, 
Lincolnton picked her up shortly before 5:00 
p.m. on Feb. 16 and took her to his residence.  
The couple began drinking and a short time 
later Mr. Garrett started punching, kicking, 
choking, and biting her.

She attempted to leave the residence sev-
eral times but Garrett stopped her. Around 
9:00 p.m. on Feb. 16 she was finally able to 
get away and ran to the parking lot of the Cin-
ema Theater on North Aspen Street where she 
called 911.  When Lincoln County EMS and 
deputies arrived on the scene the victim was 
partially clothed, bloody and injured.  She 
was transported to Atrium Health – Lincoln 
where it was determined she had a broken 
spine and broken ribs along with bite marks 
and severe bruising.

Detectives obtained and executed a search 
warrant for 2595 North Aspen Street where 
the door had to be breached to gain entry.  
Garrett was taken into custody and admitted 
that he man-handled and roughed up the vic-
tim. 

Garrett is charged with one felony count 
each of 2nd degree kidnapping, assault in-
flicting serious bodily injured, and assault on 
a person by strangulation inflicting physical 
injury.

He was taken before a Lincoln County mag-
istrate and placed 
in the Harven A. 
Crouse Detention 
Center under a 
$75,000 secured 
bond.  The sus-
pect was already 
on federal proba-
tion after recent-
ly being released 
from federal pris-
on.

Investigating 
officers are De-
tectives K. Har-
rington and J. Lail 
along with Baker 
District deputies.

LC Senior Center offering 

free tax services
MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

For the second year in a row, the Lin-
coln County Senior Center is offering 
free tax services through volunteer tax 
preparers headed up by Janice Hager.

“My father did taxes through the 
AARP Foundation for 20 years in Hick-
ory, so I was familiar with it from him,” 
she said. “I decided when I retired, that 
it would be a good thing to do. I start-
ed doing it four years ago in Gaston and 
Cleveland Counties but had been inter-
ested in starting one in Lincoln County. 
The Senior Center is really the one that 
got the ball rolling.”

Hager and her fellow volunteers will 
prepare state and federal tax returns and 
e-file them if that’s what the individu-
al wants. It can be arranged for refunds 
to be direct deposited into checking ac-

counts or if taxes are owed, they can be 
debited out of an account. Everything 
can be mailed in as well.

“We can prepare most anyone’s tax 
return, for free, and take that worry 
off them,” Hager said. “We can’t do 
complicated self-employment taxes or 
if someone has a rental home they’re 
claiming income on, we can’t do that 
either. We’re fully trained IRS certified 
volunteers and been through rigorous 
training. We’re always looking for new 
volunteers to help prepare taxes.”

Appointments which are only avail-
able on Tuesdays and Thursdays are 
necessary, and Hager said that they are 
starting to fill up fast. It’s anticipated 
that they’ll fill up before the end of tax 
season. To make an appointment, call 
the Lincoln County Senior Center at 
(704) 732-9054. 

TODAY IN SPORTS

SF2A Basketball Tournament

Obituaries

Second round gets underway tonight at CVCC. PAGE 4
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Lanny Mack Bost

Dana Lee Goodson
Phillip Curtis Heath Sr.

Marilyn Jean MacLachlan

Denise Brummel McCoy
Dr. Robert Leary Reid

Judie Rebecca Hill Saine
Roxanna Jeanette Watts Timmerman

Taking the road less travelled

See McHugh, page 3
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Benny Ray Garrett, Jr.

Fiscus makes a run for a 

County Commissioner seat 
MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

Running for a seat on the Lincoln 
County Board of Commissioners be-
cause he thinks he can “do a better job 
than the guys that are in there now” is 
Denver resident, Glenn Fiscus.

“I think I have the judgment, expe-
rience, sensibility, sensitivity, back-
ground and life experience to do that,” 
he said. “Education wise, I have a 
Bachelor of Science in chemical engi-
neering, an MBA and professional en-
gineering license. I’m also a registered 
real estate broker and have a bundle of 
continuing education and basically, life 
experience.”

Fiscus’ career has been in sales, mar-
keting, engineering and construction, 
including remodeling of houses.

“I put a generator, the size of the Mc-

Guire Nuclear Station, online,” he said. 
“That’s a white-knuckle experience.”

With each proposal for a new resi-
dential or commercial development in 
Denver, the board is bombarded with 
concerns over traffic. Fiscus agrees that 
NCDOT can be a roadblock and has 
control over highways in the state of 
North Carolina. 

“First, that has to change,” he said. 
“The secretary of NCDOT should be an 
elected position, not an appointed one. 
The roads in Denver suck, we know 
that. We’re left with having to ask Ja-
son Saine, our rep, and Sen. Alexander 
to put pressure on DOT. We also need 
to institute some highway restrictions in 
certain areas. For example, most states 
have restrictions where you can’t take 

See FISCUS, page 3


