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Weather
Today: Partly Sunny, 85

Tonight: Cloudy, 66
Saturday: Partly Cloudy, 88
Saturday night: Cloudy, 66
Sunday: Partly Cloudy, 85

Obituaries

Community members protest racial inequalty

MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

A large group of individuals gath-
ered on the steps of the Lincoln County 
Courthouse to protest the death of George 
Floyd at the hands of a white police of-
ficer. Unlike protests in many other parts 
of the country, this one was completely 
peaceful. 

The event was organized by Joy Smith, 
who lives in Lincolnton. Smith’s family 
is no stranger to racism that happened 
right here in Lincoln County. Her great-
great grandfather, Preston Cobb, was the 
first African American to be buried at 
Hollybrook Cemetery in Lincolnton. He 
died on April 24, 1967 and his son, Lon-
nie Cobb, Sr. essentially fought city hall 
to get his father buried at Hollybrook.

Sometime early in the morning on 
May 18, 1967, a cross was burned on 
his grave. The cross was about three feet 
high, wrapped in burlap and wire, accord-
ing to a story published in Times-News 
on May 19, 1967. Wreaths which were on 
the grave were burned as well.

“My family had to endure cross burn-

ing in my grandparents’ yard then 
they burned a cross on my grandfather 
grave,” Vera Cobb Lowery, Lonnie 
Cobb’s daughter said. “My dad spoke 
about this a lot in our home while I was 
growing up. It actually happened two 
weeks before I was born so I never got 
to meet my grandfather. My dad made 
sure my children knew about it as well.”

Smith is Lowery’s second cousin, her 
grandmother and Lowery’s father were 
siblings. Lowery retired from Lincoln 
County’s finance department.

“My dad was very vocal in the Af-
rican American community,” Lowery 
said. “He always spoke about equality 
saying we should have the same rights 
as white people. He also attended many 
city council and county commission 
meetings.”

Lowery mentioned the sidewalks 
which are now being installed on Pine 
Street, and how grateful she is that it’s 
being done now because her father 

The show must go on

Michelle T. Bernard, Lincoln Times-News

ABOVE: A large gathering was held Tuesday night to protest George Floyd’s death at the hands of a police officer on the steps of the Lincoln County 
Courthouse. BELOW: Lincolnton Police Officer Robert “Tony” Hallman 

See PROTEST, page 3
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Ciel Davis who plays the costume designer for the play within a 
play, and because the play is, comically, about dental hygiene. The 
costume designer’s scene involves trying out an idea in which actors 
playing toothbrushes tape hairbrushes to their hands. (An idea that 
fails miserably.)
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TODAY IN SPORTS

One year after winning a state championship
North Lincoln baseball team left wondering in 2020. PAGE 4

Charter School theater class prevails
MICHELLE T. BERNARD

Senior Staff Writer

When schools closed in North Carolina 
on March 16, a lot of ongoing school proj-
ects were left undone and had to be picked 
up remotely. For those students who were 
working on theatrical or musical produc-
tions, trying to finish remotely proved 
challenging. Jarrod Bennett’s drama class 
was just two weeks away from showing 
their play, “Zink: The Myth, the Legend, 
the Zebra” when school shut down. 

“We were about one week away from 
tech week,” he said. “It was a bit of a harsh 
blow. Fortunately, most of the students are 
returning next year and we’ll still have the 
licensing rights to perform the play. The 
plan right now is to essentially recast roles 
and pick up where we left off and finish 
what we started.”

Once they got settled into the eLearning 
arrangements, Bennett tasked his students 
with a new performance entitled, “The 
Show Must Go On.” It started with some 
lesson planning for online classes for the-

ater.
“As you can probably imagine, theater 

is a tough subject to teach remotely since 
it’s so wholistic and hands-on in nature,” 
he said. “Up until I found that play, most 
of the lessons I was doing where just out of 
the textbook which was not satisfactory to 
me. Instead I started digging around for cre-
ative ways to teach theater online. I stum-
bled on to this hidden gem and emailed all 
the students in my classes.”

Some students who aren’t in Bennett’s 
classes found out about the project and 
wanted to get in on it. Bennett arranged 
Zoom meetings, coordinated by email, as-
signed rolls and got the show on the roll.

“We had one student who signed up to 
become the video editor of the group,” he 
said. “It took us about four weeks to put to-
gether. They did a fantastic job. I saw stu-
dents take so much creative initiative with 
it.”

One student wrote her own piano music 

See SHOW, page 3


